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SEARCH CONTINUES 
FOR NEW SHIFTS 

THE search is to 
continue for a 
shift system 
which balances 
staff needs with 
delivering the 
best possible 
policing service 
for the county. 

An extended hours 
system has been on 
trial in three divisions - 
Basildon, Chelmsford 
and Southend - since 
April 1 last year and 
has proved popular 
with officers, who have 
enjoyed a dramatic 
improvement in the 
quality of family and 
social life and sleep 
patterns. 

There was also a positive 
benefit to Essex Police in 
the use of the  so-called 
training day for either 
training or pro-active work. 

But a special meeting of 
Force Development Group 
(which included the Joint 
Branch Board of the Police 
Federation) last month heard 
that the three days on three 
off 11-hour shift system on 
trial was less flexible than 
the traditional eight-hour 
shift system, especially when 
dealing with major incidents, 
such as Operation Echo. 

Costly 
It also proved more costly, 

because of increased rest day 
overtime; sickness levels, if 
calculated in hours, actually 
rose in the trial divisions; the 
system did not improve per- 
formance and the trial divi- 
sions struggled to maintain 
minimum staffing levels 

by Norman Hicks 

between 4am and 8am. 
Force Development Group 

agreed that, in light of the 
evidence of the trial, a three 
on three off, 11-hour shift 
pattern was not viable for 
Essex Police. 

However, recognising the 
popularity and welfare bene- 
fits of an extended hours 
system, it was agreed to con- 
tinue seeking an acceptable 
alternative. 

The three trial divisions 
will now be asked, subject to 
staff agreement, to trial a 
five shift extended hours 
system. 

In a joint statement issued 
after the meeting of Force 
Development Group, Chief 
Constable David Stevens 
and Federation Joint Branch 
Board Secretary Pc Terry 

Spelman, said: "The purpose 
is to identify a shift system 
that provides the best bal- 
ance between operational 
needs and the needs of the 
individuals working it." 

The statement added: "It is 
recognised that local issues, 
in particular the differences 
between rural and urban 
divisions, may make it 
impossible to introduce a 
common system across the 
whole force area." 

Whatever the final out- 
come, any new system will 
need to sustain the Essex 
Police community policing 
style, Mr Stevens told the 
meeting. 

"We cannot allow the shift 
system to dictate our policing 
style, but we will endeavour 
to look for an acceptable sys- 

tem which provides a flexi- 
bility of approach," he said. 

The project team tasked 
with researching alternative 
systems contacted every 
force in the country and 
examined all the different 
shift patterns in use. 

No other force has collect- 
ed as much objective data, 
looking at  performance, sick- 
ness, overtime and other rel- 
evant issues, as Essex has 
done. 

Divisions 
Subject to the new trial 

being agreed by officers in 
the relevant divisions, those 
who are currently working 
the 11-hour system will not 
be required to revert to eight 
hours. 

No start date has been set, 
but the three divisions 
involved will be aiming to 
reach agreement locally on 
the earliest start possible for 
the new trial. 

Tragic death of 
serving ofticer 

CHELMSFORD Cathedral 
was filled with more than 
600 mourners for the funer- 
al of serving police officer Pc 
Rod Daniels, killed on duty 
last month. 

Rod died trying to warn 
drivers of an earlier crash 
on the A12 in poor weather 
conditions on February 8. 

At 53, Rod had already 
served with Essex Police for 
almost 31 years and was 
regarded as an outstanding 
officer. 

Paying tribute to him, 
Supt Doug Adams, of the 

a camera enforcement ofi- 
cer, said: "His self motiva- 
tion, professionalism and 
dedication at  work was only 
surpassed by the love of his 
family. He was a truly 
devoted family man." 

The cathedral service was 
conducted by the vicar of 
the parish of North 
Shoebury, the Rev Philip 
Kearns and Chelmsford 
Police Chaplain, the Rev 
Katy Hacker Hughes. 

It was followed by a pri- 
vate cremation at  Southend. 

A full report and another 

I Pc Rod Daniels, killed on duty last month. Mobile Support Division, to photograph can be found on 

Photo: HQ Photographic Dept. which Rod was attached as page 3. I 

All other divisions will be 
asked to examine the 
research into alternative 
shift systems and, in consul- 
tation with their staff, identi- 
fy which system would be 
likely to be the most benefi- 
cial in their particular area. 

Inspector John Meggison, 
at  Southend, will remain the 
Project Manager for the new 
shift system trial and regu- 
lar up-dates will be found 
here in The Law and on the 
Intranet home page. 

Welcome 
tor pay 

deal 
ESSEX Police Authority 
Chairman Anthony Peel and 
Essex Chief Constable David 
Stevens have welcomed the 
agreement reached in the 
Police Negotiating Board 
(PNB) on a new allowance for 
police officers working in the 
force areas surrounding 
London and not in receipt of 
a housing allowance. 

The deal, subject to 
approval by the Home 
Secretary, will provide for the 
following allowances to be 
paid, with effect from April 1, 
2001: 

In Essex, Thames Valley, 
Surrey, Hertfordshire and 
Kent an allowance of £2,000 
per annum will be paid to 
new recruits and those offi- 
cers recruited from 
September 1994 and not in 
receipt of a housing 
allowance. 

The sum of £1,000 will be 
paid to officers in 
Bedfordshire, Sussex and 
Hampshire in similar cir- 
cumstances. 

As with the London award, 
these are taxable and non- 
pensionable allowances. 

Continued on page 3 
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I I 1 Shift review disappointment 
- but don't give up hope yet 

Intranet and you will 
know from the report 
of the meeting on page 
1 of the outcome. 

Obviously, a lot of peo- 
ple will be disappointed 
a t  the  result of the  trial 
so far, but, overall, we are  
still keeping the  doors 
open for some kind of 
changes to the  shift sys- 
tem. 

Plan for your financial 
future with our clinics 

WE continue to provide 
financial planning clinics for 
Essex Police Officers. 

Clinics are held a t  the 
Federation Office, Police 
Headquarters. 

Should you wish to make an 
appointment, please contact 

the Federation Office regard- 
ing dates on extension 54560. 

The following are some of 
the questions that can be cov- 
ered. 

Should I - 
Plan to increase my pen- 

sion? 

Make use of the tax 
breaks offered by ISAs? 

Invest in a building soci- 
ety? 

Take out life cover? 
Review my endowment 

policies to ensure they are 
on target to clear the mort- 
gage amount outstanding? 

Car insurance 
PREMIUMS, I'm told, are 
all going up this year. 

We do deal with a local 
firm whose leaflets should 
be on Division but if you 
ring 0800 004121 for a 
quote - it could be to your 
advantage. 

Not everybody wins but 
the majority seem to. 

Review my present finan- Copperpot 
Region a I a I Iowa n ce in Credit union 

THE new regional allowance 
will be paid from April 1, 
this year to all post-94 
recruits. 

The £2,000 increase will 
at  least be across the Force 
rather than the first propos- 
al which, as we said, would 
have been totally unaccept- 

Negotiations are still con- 
tinuing to extend this figure. 
As you know, we were claim- 
ing £2,551 per annum. 

The previous offer was to 
be paid from September last 
year but this offer is payable 
from April 1, and not back- 

I able. dated. 

for retirement? 
Clear the mortgage when I 

retire? 
Take advantage of sepa- 

rate taxation? 
Invest in the stock market? 

Be concerned about 
Inheritance Tax? 

Commute vart of my Den- 
sion? 

THIS continues to grow. 
One member won £500 

recently in the monthly 
draw. 

I t  is salary deducted. 
Ring 0116 272 7878 if 

interested. 

HomeBank Flexible Mortgages (brokers) PLC 

Are you being . . Robbed? 
If you have a ~raditional Mortgage you probably ARE - 
and you don't realise it! 

With interest charged yearly you are giving your 
mortgage company a free loan for up to a year with every 
payment you make. They are still charging you interest 
on it - they invest this money, and they keep the interest 
earned. And YES its legal but still daylight robbery. 

With a Flexible Mortgage and daily interest every 
payment you make will reduce your balance immediately 
saving you Thousands of &&&&S and paying off your 
mortgage early. 

HomeBank - Opening the door of Opportunity 

At HomeBank we will show you how to make the 
greatest savings on your Mortgage. No lender will do 
this as its not in their interest to do so. 

We have exclusive rates and can offer you a totally 
free remortgage package with certain lenders. If we 
can't show you substantial savings we will not try to 
sell you a Mortgage. 

As shown on BBC's Watchdog programme, a Flexible 
Mortgage is the only ethical Mortgage you can have 
and is backed by the Consumers Association. 

For a totally free and no obligation consultation, call 
Jean Baystead 01473 827897 

07765 434323 

Your home is  d risk if you do not keep up payments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it . . 

Jobs boost 
A NEW internet-based 
recruitment company has 
been launched, specialising 
in securing employment for 
retiring and retired police 
officers. 

Ex-policerecruitment.com 
is a subsidiary of Action 
Recruitment Ltd. 

Anyone interested can com- 
plete their CV online on the 
company's website, or via the 
company's e-mail link: 
staff@actionrecruitment.fsne 

Survey I 
THE following response has 
been receivedfrom~ssistant 
Chief Officer (Support) Philip 
Onions, to comments in the 
Unison column on this page, 
regarding a forthcoming sur- 
vey on staff representation: 

"The decision of Essex 
Police to provide each support 
staff employee with an oppor- 
tunity "to have their person- 
al say" is in response to a 
desire to seek local bargain- 
ing arrangements that reflect 
the majority wish of support 
staff. 

"This democratic approach 
of asking employees for their 
view has the support of the 
Police Authority. 

"The current membership 
of support staff within 
Unison continues to remain a 
minority compared with the 
total number of support staff 
who are eligible to join. 

"All support staff employ- 
ees will be receiving a pmGl . 

Pay success 
UNISON was successful at  
the ACAS Board of arbitra- 
tion, achieving a 3.2 per cent 
increase and the bottom two 
spinal column points have 
been removed. 

There is also an increase in 
the stand by allowance rate. 

Our case was to address the 
0.55 per cent gap between 
support staff and police offi- 
cers' pay awards since the 
PSSC was set up in 1996. 

The employer's side sought 
to use local authorities as a 
comparator but it's clear that 
since the inception of the 
PSSC the evolution of police 
support staff roles has ren- 
dered such a comparison 
meaningless. 

The removal of the bottom 
two scale points addresses 
Unison concerns among staff 
a t  the bottom of the pay 
scales, who are predorninant- 
ly female part-time workers . 

In summing up ACAS stat- 
ed: "The parties were agreed 
on the important role per- 
formed by police support staff 
as part of a unified police 
service, responsive to the com- 
munity , particularly in a con- 
text where they have taken on 
roles which under previous 
arrangements, would have 
been performed by police offi- 
cers. 

"The board accepted that 
the public perception may be 
what matters most is police on 
the streets but we agree with 
the staff side that the effective 
delivery of a cohesive service 
requires that police staff do 
not feel undervalued. 

"The 0.6 per cent gap which 
has opened up between police 
and support staff settlements 
and the fact that the support 
staff award has been consis- 
tently below the police award 
risks fostering this feeling." 
Derecognition - Essex Police 
remains determined to under- 
mine Unison. 

The document sent to the 
Police Authority by the Chief 
Constable and the draft for 
employees are both inaccurate 
on a number of points and fail 
to take into account existing 
collective bargaining and 
recognition agreements . 

They are again proposing 
puppet staff association as 
alternative, no doubt chairc 
by the Head of Personnel as 
the past. 

Such a group would 1 
untrained, unaccountabl 
non independent and wou 
have no legal standing or st 
tus . 

The issue is not wheth 
you want to belong to Uniso 
The issue is whether you wa 
an independent, accountabl 
trained representation for cc 
lective bargaining? We rep1 
sent your interests as a me1 
ber of support staff and o 
aims and policies are open 
scrutiny . 

A puppet association is n 
a viable alternative. 

Do not take-our word for 
seek independent advice. B. 
before you fill in any ball 
form circulated by Essc 
Police, make sure that you a 
fully informed and aware 
the consequences to you pe 
sonally. 

Such a proposed puppet 
not suitable for collective ba 
gaining as it is not indepen 
ent from the employer a1 
therefore fails to comply wi' 
the Sections 188 & 189 of tl 
Trade Union & Laboi 
Relations Act. 

We are currently seeki~ 
legal advice as to the legali 
of the proposed ballot whil 
fails to comply with the re1 
vant legislation and is simp 
an attempt to leave anoth 
ballot as a further option . 
Decriminalisation - T1 
proposed transfer of Souther 
traffic wardens is on h01 
Rumours abound and there 
much anxiety caused as 
result. If you hear rumou 
speak to your steward. T1 
situation remains one of de 
nition. 

Whether or not this is 
TUPE (Transfer 
Undertaking and Protectic 
of Employment) Regulatioi 
transfer is armable and h, 
yet to be resolved. me sp ens e The argument for mal 
traffic wardens is that tl 

ballot paper between March ticketing is a ve 

12 and April and an accom- small part of their role and 

panying letter explaining the they are. removed the remai 

issues around local bargain- lng slgnlficant duties can on 
be carried out by police of 

"The ballot will provide 
each employee with a unique 
opportunity to state their 
preference i.e. whether they 
wish to continue to support 
the current local bargaining 
arrangements Essex Police 
has with Unison or some 
alternative arrangements e.g. 
a staff council that  could 
include Unison representa- 
tives. 

"An independent company 
Electoral Reform Services 
will conduct the ballot to 
ensure absolute confidentiali- 
ty and independence. 

"The Electoral Reform 
Services will provide a report 
of the ballot within five work- 
ing days and this will be 
shared.with each employee.!' 

cers. It is stating the obvioi 
but are the public aware 
this ? 
In t rus ive  surveillance 
Unison are trying to challen, 
a paper which will a110 
Essex Police to monitor any 
mail, phone conversation 
computer generated messa; 
at  any time. Concerns h a  
been raised not least of whic 
was the complete lack of CO 

sultation with Unison. SI 
your local steward for detai 
of our response. 
Redundancy figures 
Unison has raised the conti 
uing problem of employel 
being given inaccurate redu 
dancy figures on which thc 
base their decision, then fir 
they are significantly won 
off. We await a response fro 
the Employee Servicc 
Marla'ger. . .  . . .  
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Bid to  Tributes paid to officer killed on duty: 

Rod Daniels - a halt 
'date 

true professional rape' 
A CAMPAIGN to combat 
drug-assisted sexual assault 
has been launched by Essex 
Police in Chelmsford. 

Fifty-thousand leaflets are ' NO-ONE was left 
in any doubt as to 
the popularity of 
Pc Rod Daniels as 
hundreds of 
mourners packed 
into Chelmsford 
Cathedral to pay a 
final touching 
tribute to the offi- 
cer who died try- 
ing to protect the 
lives of others. 

Pc Daniels was 
killed on February 8 

escape mindful to take the 
car keys to leave the gunman 
stranded who was later 
arrested by the crime squad 
officers. 

David Bright said: "I have 
always thought it was ludi- 
crous that Rod only received 

being distributed through 
night clubs and larger pubs 
in the town to alert people to 
the risk of predators spiking 
drinks with drugs to make 
the victim more vulnerable 

by Kim Perks 

on the A12 as he tried 
to warn drivers of an 
obstruction further 
along the road. Aged 
just 53 it is the tragic 
loss of an outstanding 
officer. 

At the special service 
held in his honour offi- 
cers lined the path lead- 
ing to the cathedral 
standing firm against 

the biting cold and rain. 
Ahead of the funeral 
cortege walked an officer 
carrying Ro$'s prized 
police motorcycle hel- 
met. 

Among the floral displays 
was one in  the  shape of 
Rod's collar number 2216. 

Remembering a friend and 
colleague Supt Doug Adams 
spoke during the service of 
Rod's desire to become a 
police officer from a very 
young age. He achieved his 
dream in 1970 after two 
years as a Special Constable. 

Accolades 

to sexual assault. 
a court commendation for 
what he did that day. He was 
an all action police officer 
and despite his role on traffic 
was forever bringing in a 
string of prisoners. I always 
think of Essex Police as a 
club and there is no doubt 
that  Rod was a premier 
member. He will be very 
sadly missed." 

But although policing was 
his career he found time for 
many other worthwhile proj- 
ects. As well a s  being 
involved in the Scout move- 
ment and taking part in 

Leaf let 
The leaflet includes advice 

about not accepting a drink 
from a stranger or leaving it 
unattended in a club or pub. 

There have been two cases 
of suspected drug-assisted 
sexual assault in the PC Rod Daniels 
Chelmsford area since 
Christmas and these are 
under investigation. 

tion a t  work was only sur- 
passed by the love of his fam- 
ily. He was a truly devoted 
family man." 

Rod met his wife Cherilyn 
when she was an officer and 
they were paired up in the 
mixed doubles of the table 
tennis competition. 

Chelmsford crime reduc- 
tion officer Kathy Payne 
said: "It is not a major prob- 
lem, but we want to avoid it 
becoming one." 

Sponsorship of the cam- 
paign has come from the 
Mid-Essex Drug Awareness 
Service, the Essex Drug 
Action Team and the NHS 
Chelmsford Primary Care 

many charity events he was 
a volunteer member of the 
Camping and Caravaning 
Club and held several posts 
including Chairman of the 
International Committee 
and the Youth Committee, 
organising youth rallies 
across the world. 

Director General of the 
club, David Welsford paid 

Over 30 years later he had 
spent most of his career as a 
traffic officer and was work- 
ing a t  the Essex Police 
Camera Enforcement Office 

Love 
It was a love match and 

the couple went on to have 
two sons. Gareth is now 15 
and their eldest, Brett, aged 
19, has been accepted into 
Essex Police and is awaiting 
a placement later this year. 

Following the cathedral 
service, which was conducted 
by the vicar of the Parish of 
North Shoebury, the Rev 
Philip Kearns, and 
Chelmsford Police Chaplain, 
the Rev Katy Hacker 
Hughes, a private cremation 
was held at  Southend. 

when the accident happened. 
Among his numerous acco- 

lades were five commenda- 
tions and endless letters of 
congratulations. 

One court commendation 
was awarded to him in the 
70s after he was held hostage 

Group. 

personal tribute during the 
church service saying: "We 
shall miss his cheery smile, 
his sense of humour and 
wise counsel, but most of all 
we will miss our very good 
friend Rod." 

In his address Supt Adams 
said: "His self motivation, 
professionalism and dedica- 

by a gunman in Rayleigh, 
who had already shot a t  
members of the public. 

Retired detective David 
Bright recalls working for 
the Regional Crime Squad a t  
the time when he and his col- 

deal 
agreed 

- 

From page 1 
Mr Peel said: "I am 

relieved that after months of 
effort we have finally got a 
deal which helps those offi- 
cers in the county who joined 
after 1994. 

"It is a major improvement 
on the previous proposal, 
which split the county into 
three bands. 

leagues found themselves, by 
chance, behind Rod's marked 
car and could see the shotgun 
being held to his head as he 
drove. 

Always conscious of pro- 
tecting the public, Rod had 
deliberately driven into a 
deserted factory area and 
waited for his opportunity to 

Police role in 
crisis 

Licences are being issued 
by MAFF, under strict con- 
trols, to allow certain move- 

The Essex Police flag flies above Chelmsford 
Cathedral during the funerla of Pc Rod Daniels. 

Photo: Courtesy of The Essex Chronicle 

THE foot and mouth disease 
crisis gripping the nation's 
farming community has 
prompted a string of meetings ment to specific locations for 

Recruit 
"Hopefully, this will also 

help in our continued drive 
to recruit more officers for 
front line policing in Essex," 
said Mr Peel. 

Mr Stevens said: 
"Throughout these negotia- 
tions we have been striving 
to achieve an  equable settle- 
ment which will adequately 
reward officers for their loy- 
alty in continuing to serve 
Essex Police. 

"I welcome this announce- 
ment , which has met our 
objectives and which will 
now enable the force to move 
forward with confidence." 

Role of School Liaison 
between Essex police, M ~ F  
and Essex Trading 
Standards. 

Although police involve- 
ment is minimal, the crisis 
appears to be deepening with 
confirmed cases now reported 
in every area of the UK, since 
i t  was first located in a 
slaughterhouse in Little 
Warley, Essex. 

Other Essex locations 
affected have been Great 
Warley, Canewdon and North 
Fambridge. The primary role 
for officers is to stop any vehi- 
cles transporting livestock 
within the infected area and 
immediately seek further 
advice from MAFF, via the 
FIR Inspector. 

livestock slaughter. Licences 
needs to be checked for 
authenticity. 

Officers also need to be pre- 
pared to respond to any 
requests for police assistance 
and provide resources to any 
pre-planned MAFF opera- 
tions. 

I t  has been agreed that  
Trading Standards will be the 
prosecuting authority where 
breaches of regulations occur, 
so officers attending situa- 
tions should be obtain full 
details, report for the offence 
and forwards all details to 
Trading Standards a t  
Chelmsford. 

More detailed information 
can be found on the intranet. 

Officers reviewed 
THE ROLE of schools liasion 
officer may change this sum- 
mer if recommendations from 
a review paper are given the 
go-ahead. 

A report is currently under 
way by the  Community 
Safety Department to define 
the work carried out by a 
SLO, and build on the part- 
nerships that already exist 
between the force and 
schools. 

Divisional command teams 

were consulted following an 
earlier review on national 
school education literature. 
Head teachers welcomed the 
"valuable and unique" contri- 
bution provided by officee in 
their schools. 

Vital 

"It's vital we seize on this 
opportunity to develop our 
role in schools," said Insp 
Ashton. "A school presents 
the police with a way of con- 
necting, not only with young 
people, but also with the 
school as a community." 

The review is due to be 
delivered to Chief Officers 
next month for their consid- 
eration, following which rec- 
ommendations will be made. 

Inspector Stuart Ashton 
hopes any proposals will con- 
tinue to help promote best 
practice in this field of polic- 
ing. 

For display advertising in The Law contact United Press on 01282 459533 
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Britain should stay 
a Nation State 

Send your letters to: 
The Law, Press Office, 
Police Headquarters, 

PO Box 2, Chelmsford, 
Essex CM2 6DA 

Thankyou 
for support  
ALL of the family of the late 
Alan Weatherley would like 
to thank the Essex Police 
force and past colleagues for 
your sympathy and support 
in their great loss. 

To see so many colleagues 
and friends a t  the funeral 
was very heart-warming and 
brought great comfort and 
many tears a t  this sad time. 

Myra Weatherley, 
Hatfield Peverel, Essex. 

A great 
comfort 

WE are writing to thank 
everybody for their kind 
wishes, cards and flowers, 
following the death of our son 
Gregory, who was killed trag- 
ically in a car accident. 

It was a great comfort a t  
this sad time. 

Sgt Tony and Tina 
Garrett, Chelmsford. 

I HAVE to reply to the letter 
by Tony Hillam in the 
February letters column, as it 
was directed specifically a t  
me. 

First and foremost, I am 
actually very well informed 
on the subject of the 
European Union. 

Furthermore, I am a "he", 
as I signed my letter J 
Reynolds, Mr Hillam should 
know that any letter signed 
without a title is from a male. 

As for "living in the gentle 
British era etc" I actually own 
and run my own company, 
which entails hard work, long 
hours and crucial decisions. 

I also have a 15-year-old 
daughter who more than 
keeps both myself and my 
wife busy. 

I t  does not bother me that 
Britain does not rule the 
waves and I have never 
known how many stones in a 

ton, but in the past I did know 
what a bushel was, but have 
since forgotten. 

Why Mr Hillam keeps 
harping on about imperial 
measurement escapes me, as 
I never mentioned this in my 
previous letter and, although 
I am over 30, I actually work 
in metric. 

I agree we have access to a 
mostly free world without 
restriction, but have to dis- 
agree with him in regard to 
the EU becoming the most 
important and productive 
Union ever. 

I do not base my views on 
national tabloids that  are 
owned by Rupert Murdoch or 
anyone else. In fact I do not 
read any newspaper that is 
owned by Mr Murdoch. 

What I do not want is for 
Britain to be part of a Federal 
State called Europe (the EU). 

I believe the best for 

Britain both on economic and 
sovereign grounds is to 
remain a Nation State, trad- 
ing with the whole world, 
including those countries 
whose politicians (but not the 
people) want them part of a 
Federal State. 

Mr Hillam wants to be gov- 
erned by Brussels and not 
Westminster that is his con- 
cern, I simply disagree with 
him. 

May I conclude with the fol- 
lowing quote by the European 
Commission President, 
Romano . Prodi, addressing 
the European (EU) parlia- 
ment: 

"Are we all clear that we 
want to build something that 
can aspire to be a world 
power? Not just a trading 
block, but a political entity." 
Jim Reynolds, Brentwood. 

EU threat 
to UK law 
I WOULD like to reply to 
Tony Hillam (The Law, Feb) 
with two words: "Corpus 
Juris". 

The EU intends to replace 
our legal system! 

As a result, J Reynolds 
(The Law, Jan  2001) and I 
will be liable to six months 
imprisonment without trial. 

I t  also brings in the rule 
"No restrictions whatsoever 
shall henceforth be placed on 
the jurisdiction of the Court 
of Justice". 

There is plenty more where 
that came from, so you will 
see we are not altogether 
"uninformed". 
Gordon Oakley, Wickford. 

Leaving Essex Police Plc 

Scrap 
this 

system 
I REFER to the Law 
letters in the January 
issue, concerning 
commendations and 
the views of John 
Higgitt and the 
Deputy Chief 
Constable. 

Whilst I agree with 
special circumstances 
being awarded such 
as those putting your 
own life on the line for 
another, the current 
system should in my 
opinion be scrapped. 

To my own knowl- 
edge commendations 
have always been an 
embarrassment, per- 
verse, archaic and 
divisive. 

They invariably are 
for matters that are 
expected of police offi- 
cers anyway, if they 
are doing their job 
properly. 

Bob Miller, 
Chelmsford 

Time to 
I AM writing to you for the cers and would not wish to quickly realised that I was a of traditional values, a la 
first time in my service and impose such torture on my junior member of a large fam- "Heartbeatn, 
before the opportunity is lost friends. i l ~ .  I was happy to honour the Why do you think that TV 
forever. The real reason may well be responsibilities which went programme is so popular? 

get tough 
I am retiring in the next that I do not in fact have any with the role. I UNDERSTAND Pc Spike 

couple of weeks, having com- friends, so would be stuck 
Probably because so many Ray's letter in response to my 

I am leaving Essex ordinary people also desire a own on the subject of speed pleted the full sentence with with two gross of assorted police PLC. 
no remission. return to the same values. cameras. 

party snacks and a redundant I have enjoyed being a fam- 1 not to make having driven many 
I would like to take the DJ! 

opportunity to say goodbye to Diplomacy within the 
ily man, not so much a ''corpo- merit on policing in Essex (or thousands of miles over the 

all my friends and colleagues, organisation has never been rate cog". Perhaps 1 am out of UK) in the future. who would years, whilst working and on 
serving or retired. 1 will not my strong point, so 1 shall not with Mind you$ listen anyway? 1 am emigrat- pleasure, I have that 
be having a wake, better start now. so are most members of the ing to Eire to paint and make about 99.9 Per cent of moving 

known as a retirement "don, Having joined Essex and public then. pots. traffic offences (i.e. "tail-gat- 
because I have always hated Southend on Sea Joint I have been accused of a ing" by lorries on the A12) 

attending those of other offi- Constabulary in 1971, I desire for the return Ex-Sgt 
and other horrific offences go 

Gt Dunmow, Essex' unnoticed by the police. 
I think there should be an Random breath tests needed ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h o ~ ? ~  

these offences. 
I REFER to your January The current law deals with ing up all motorists in any dramatic effect. ACPO must 1f the drivers were fined or 
2001 issue "Dismay a t  rise in the offender. I t  does nothing area. I saw this on the press for this law here. brought to court it would be a 
drink driving". to prevent the activities of approach to Sydney Harbour ROY E Bracey, safer county. 

I am fully supportive of those who feel that because bridge on Christmas Day and Chelmsford. R A White, Chelmsford. 
efforts to curb drink driving, their driving is OK they will it is anyone's guess where 
but the solution is in the not be stopped for a moving they will next strike. 
hands of the Chief Constables traffic offence. As a result, the incidence of 
of this country, who take a I commend ACPO to look a t  drink driving in Australia has 
weak stand on the subject of the Australian system, where fallen. 
random breath tests saying, Random Breath Test (RBT) The knowledge that there 
as I recall, that they are not Units are a feature of all are active RBT Units and 
needed as the current law is States. that  you need do nothing 
sufficient. They act as a team, sweep- wrong to be tested has had a 

Switchboard nightmare recalled 
I WAS once the front office clerk I told him the Chief was in be put through to the Admin sergeant told me to tell her the 
a t  the old 'nick' in Alexandra Plymouth and put him through to Superintendent. I said the Super duty inspector wanted to see her 
Street, Southend and had only the Admin Superintendent. was talking to Dr Norman and and to relieve her until she 
been there for a few weeks when 
I had to stand in for the tele- 
phonist, who had gone sick. 

I t  was one of the old type 
switchboards with cords. I had 
been used to a divisional station 
switchboard with about 20 exten- 
sions. This monster had about a 
hundred. 

Things were going fairly 
smoothly until about 9am when it 
started to get a bit hectic. 

I answered an incoming call to 
a Doctor Norman, the Chief 
Constable's doctor. 

, , 

Would you believe the very 
next call was from the Chief, 
reversing the charges from 
Plymouth! 

He asked who I was and 
whether or not I had been duty a t  
the weekend (it was the Tuesday 
after a bank holiday). He asked 
me if there had been any trouble 
on the seafront and numerous 
other questions. 

The 'dolly eyes' on the switch- 
board were flicking up and down 
with people wanting attention. 

Eventually the Chief asked to 

the Chief said he needed to speak 
with the doctor urgently and 
could I connect him? 

This I did, not realising that, in 
doing so, I had effectively closed 
down half the switchboard! 

I don't know how long the Chief 
was on the phone, but it was long 
enough for Westcliff Police 
Station to send an area car to 
find out why their switchboard 
was cut off from ours. 

Next morning, to my relief, the 
telephonist reported for duty. 
Shortly before 9am the station 

returned. 
Right on 9 o'clock every dolly 

eye on the switchboard dropped. I 
nearly had a heart attack. 

Suddenly from behind me there 
was a roar of laughter and there 
stood the station sergeant with 
the telephonist and some of the 
control room staff. 

Someone had hidden behind 
the switchboard and banged the 
back, causing all the dolly eyes to 
drop! 

Jack Faulkner, 
Southend on Sea. . . . . . . , , . .  

I SERVED in the old Romford Division in 
the 1950s when it was part of Essex Police. 

Every time I meet old colleagues at 
functions, the subject of a reunion of offi- 
cers who served in that Division and who 
stayed with Essex or transferred to the 
Metropolitan Police is mentioned. 

I am contemplating arranging such a 
reunion and would like to hear from any- 
one who would be interested in attending. 

I suggest a mid-week meeting for lunch 
at a central venue. Please indicate in your 
response whether or not you would be 
prepared to attend a reunion on a 
Wednesday in the Chelmsford area and 
include your name, address, post code, 
telephone, fax and e-mail where applica- 
ble. 

Send your replies to Stu Mather, 25 
Queens Avenue, Tower Park, Pooles Lane, 
Hullbridge, SS5 6PS. 

Stuart Mather, Hullbridge. . . . . . ,  , , , . . . , . . .  . , ,  . . . . , . . .  
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Joint approach change 
for ASU seek 

to safety fe public's ars A NEW radio channel for the 
Air Support Unit will come 
into effect next month in 
order to accommodate the views 
rapid growth of the police 
helicopter in the region. 

The introduction of the 
Suffolk Air Support Unit now 
means there are three heli- 
copters operating on channel 
88 within close proximity of 
each other. 

From April 1, the dedicated 

ACCENT Marketing and 
Research are an independent 
market research company 
who have been contracted, 

DESCRIBED as one 
of the safest dis- 
tricts in Essex, 

least likely to be victims. 
One of the problems now is 

complacency. Too many peo- by Helen Cook 
ple are leaving doors and 
windows unlocked and not 
taking sensible precautions. 

Other partnership initia- 
tives planned include the 
launch of an age 16+ identity 
card, a car crime awareness 
campaign in June, and a 
home securitv offer to fit door 

by Essex Police, to carry out 
a survey into the public's 
views of Essex Police as a 
service provider and employ- 
er. 

This work is part of the 
Home Office Action Plan 
under "Dismantling 
Barriers" and the recruit- 

which in turn is the 
not a major problem in the Council provided funds for 

fifth safest county district - in fact there is a outreach youth workers to 
in the country, greater chance of being make contact with these 

air-to-ground channel will 
change to channel 90 to avoid 
communication conflicts 

- .  

Maldon is a pleas- injured on the road then fac- youngsters and then discuss 
ing violence on the street - with them other possibilities 

ant place live the number of reports of for recreational activities. 
where helicopters from 
Essex, Suffolk and 
Cambridge are airborne at  
the same time. 

Viable 

and work. domestic violence is high. Useful skills such as first 
However the fear of In Chelmsford Division one 

woman daily is physically 
injured by her partner (not 

aid, catering and hygiene 
have been made available 
through courses for these 
youngsters which it is hoped 
will promote self-esteem and 
confidence. 

It is planned to hold activi- 
ty days a t  the two main sec- 
ondary schools in the dis- 
trict, where all local sports 
clubs, people with interest- 

and window locks and carbon 
monoxide and smoke alarms. 

Pub Watch and Shop 
Watch continue and a bid 
has been submitted to the 
Home Office for CCTV for 
Maldon town centre. 

The conference was 
attended by local Member of 
Parliament John 
Whittingdale and Anthony 
Peel, Chairman of the Police 
Authority who both con- 
tributed points from the floor 
of the conference. 

The conference ended with 
a workshop designed to 
influence the policies to be 
adopted by the partnership 
for the coming year. 

ment , retention and progres- 
sion of ethnic minority offi- 
cers. 

crime and crime com- 
mitted within the bor- forgetting that three percent 

of domestic violence victims 
are men). 

The problem is exacerbat- 
ed in rural communities by 
the difficulty of finding help. 
Victims often live in isolated 
areas, have no immediate 
access to transport and no- 
one nearby to turn to. 

Adopting an initiative used 
in the Cotswolds, the Crime 
and Disorder Partnership 
will be launching a project in 
whichmembers of Victim 
Support will be given train- 
ing and offer support and 
advice, becoming a "friend" 
to domestic violence victims. 

ough is still of great con- 
cern to the community. 

To discuss these issues the 
Maldon Crime and Disorder 
Partnership, comprising 
Maldon Borough Council, 
Essex County Council and 
Essex Police, held its first 
conference at  Plume School 
with an invited audience 
representing all sections of 
the community, including 
local councillors, Age 

Minority 
Pc Dave Manders from the 

Essex ASU believes a change 
of channel is the only viable 
solution. 

"Since Suffolk's ASU came 
on-line last October, there 
have been occasions where 
all three helicopters have 
been flying at  the same 
time," said Pc Manders. 

"Due to the height that we 

. The survey will be con- 
ducted both over the tele- 
phone and in person, with 
the street surveys being with 
members of ethnic minority 
groups. 

The survey began last 
month and will take three 

ing pastimes or hobbies and 
youth groups will be invited 
to show what is available. 

A web site should also be 
up and running later this 
year giving details of 'what to 
do' activities. 

Ray Stannard the local 
Crime Reduction Officer told 
the audience that the fear of 

weeks. 
A phone number within 

the Community Safety 
Department will be given to 
anyone wishing to verify the 

operate at, radio interference 
is considerable and has 
begun to compromise our 
operations." 

The majority of Essex 
Police's personal radios are 
already programmed with 
the new frequency, although 
officers must check with 
Headquarters Radio 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

Concern, youth groups, 
Neighbourhood Watch, the 
emergency services and 
social services. 

work is genuine. 

Airwave project The four main topics under 
discussion were domestic 
violence, anti-social behav- 
iour, road safety and auto 
crime. 

Short presentations were 
given by representatives of 
the various sub groups that 
have been set up to tackle 
these problems. 

Although violent crime is 

A project that has been 
deemed successful over the 
last year involved young peo- 
ple and their behaviour. 

Many adults find groups of 
youngsters, with their "bad" 
language and boisterous 
behaviour, threatening and a 
nuisance. 

Essex Police, Essex Social 
Services and Maldon District 

crime is greater than the 
reality. 

He said: "The Maldon area 
is a very, very safe place to 
live. Out of 238 local author- 
ities Maldon came eighth on 
the list for safe places to 
live." 

He added that a high per- 
centage of elderly people fear 
crime but in reality they are 

pilot under way 
RESEARCH is under way 
into health and safety and 
interference issues concern- 
ing the new police radio sys- 
tem, Ainvave. 

The system's operational 
pilot study began in 
Lancashire on February 26 
and will last for three 
months. 

Using TETRA, an 
advanced digital technology, 
Ainvave will provide police 
officers with many benefits, 
including guaranteed nation- 
al radio coverage, emergency 
buttons on radio handsets, 
voice encryption, better qual- 
ity sound and the availability 
of talk groups. 

However, following con- 
cerns raised by the Police 
Federation, Home Secretary 
Jack Straw has called for 
research, in advance of the 
roll-out of Ainvave, into pos- 
sible interference associated 
with TETRA terminals and 
health worries. 

This may lead to recom- 
mendations to change police 
operational procedures for 
using the new technology. 

The Stewart Report, pro- 
duced by the independent 
Expert Group on Mobile 
Phones in May 2000, identi- 
fied "contradictory results" 
when looking at  the effect of 
radio frequency emissions at  
or near a modulation of 16Hz. 
TETRA works on 17.6Hz. 

While no obvious health 
risk has been suggested by 

Department as radios that 
display channel 90 are not 
necessarily programmed 
with the frequency. 

the Stewart Report, it recom- 
mended a precautionary 
approach. 

As a result the Home Office Date 

Charter Mark thought has approached the Defence 
Evaluation and Research 
Agency and the National 
Radiological Protection 
Board, which have both 
agreed to conduct a review of 
the relevant science. 

In addition, the recently 
announced Mobile 
Telecommunications and 
Health Research Programme 

The department has start- 
ed a structured programme 
to ensure all personal radios 
are equipped with the new 
channel prior to the 
changeover date. 

Anyone with any queries 
should contact Radio 
Communications on ext 
51683. 

to  be a national first 
BELIEVED to be a national joint efforts of all the part- Disorder Act. 
first, the Chelmsford ners within Chelmsford dis- "There is still more work to 
Community Safety trict and represents acknowl- be done but this award 
Partnership has received a edgement of the work consol- demonstrates that we have 

- initiated by the Government 
in response to the Stewart 
Report - is focusing on emer- 

charter mark for providing idated by the Crime and made an excellent start." 

gency technology and it is 
anticipated that this will sup- 
port further research in areas 
that are directly relevant to 
TETRA. 

Mr Straw said: "We are 
determined that the ~olice THE REGIONAL dog 

trials due to be held 
this month in 
Cambridge have been 
cancelled. 

This follows the 
recent outbreak of 
Foot and Mouth 
Disease around the 
UK. 

ACPO took the deci- 
sion to cancel the tri- 
als at RAF Alconbury. 

Dogs, like humans, 
cannot catch the ill- 
ness but can carry it. 

service will have the best pos- 
sible tools to do their job 
properly. 

"We are, of course, aware of 
the concerns that have been 
raised by the Police 
Federation and are deter- 
mined to ensure that the new 
system is scrutinised fully as 
Ainvave is rolled out." 

If the additional research 
throws up any issue which 
suggests a risk to health, it 
will be made public without 
awaiting publication of the 
final reports, said Mr Straw. 

r - -  -~ - 

award is a tribute to the Supt Julia Jeapes and lnsp Chris Macintosh, of 
Chelmsford Division, with the Charter Mark. 

For dis~lay advertising in The Law contact United Pr 



Tilbury Festival in full swing, helping to build community spirit in the town. 

.- -- l- - - - - - . . - - - - -. . - - - - . - - 

start with the introduction of ing charity started in 1992, trains used to take people to Southgate recognised a need 
the Crime and Disorder Act, which had the support of Essex the cruise liners, which no in the community and allowed 
although this has regulated Police and other agencies. longer berth there and the lack me time to develop the project. 
and focused agencies into deal- Tlie plan was to regenerate of work meant many people "Since having to retire it has 
ing with community issues, the river area between the two moved out and shops closed. given me another life to watch 
writes Heather Watts. historic forts in Tilbury: The Riverside Project and the charity grow. I would 

Retired police officer Pete Coalhouse Fort and Tilbury other projects in the area aim encourage community officers 
Hewitt was born in Tilbury Fort, the latter owned by not only to regenerate the area to come and see what can be 
and has always had an interest English Heritage. but to attract visitors. achieved with other people 
in his local community and Tilbury had become a very A National Lottery grant of and agencies over time." 
towards the end of his service run down area, thanks to vari- £136,000 has meant that the Walking between forts along 
he was allowed to devote more ous factors, including the open- project can employ two staff the sea wall has been vastly 
time to community matters. ing of the Dartford Crossing - and expand on the original improved with the construc- 

Unfortunately Pete was which hit a thriving ferry work to improve the riverside. tion of a surfaced walkway, 
forced to retire on ill health trade - and containerisation, Project manager Pete, who is ramps for wheelchairs and 
grounds following two sepa- which cut down on labour a t  still a volunteer said: "I had even an underpass eliminat- 
rate assaults but he was able the ports. the idea in the police service ing the need to use the stair- 
to carry on with his ambitious Engineering works closed and thankfully Chief case over the sea wall. 

Further developments 
planned for 2001 are the con- 
struction of a cycle path and 
foot way from Coal house Fort 
to the Old Cory landfill site 
with a scenic picnic area. 

When work is finally com- 
pleted on the riverside walk 

I i n d  cycle way it is hoped that 

35% Discount for Police Officers 1 in the future there will be a 
park area on the open fields. 

The National Lottery funds 
1 have provided a community 

Discounts for civilian staff, retired 
officers and families 

fund, which will help local pei- 
-. ple further their education 

l l and help improve their careers 
\ or get back to work. 

It has also meant that vol- 
Added security of a Lloyd's policy unteers can be trained to deal 

with local business managers 
and it provides funds for a 

Police Business Use included local newspaper run by volun- 
teers to be produced. 

Interest free instalments* Another spin off of the proj- 
ect is the very successful 
Tilbury Festival, which will be 

FREE 90 day green card held on J U ~ Y  22 this year. In 
the past this, with donations 

FREE courtesy car from local shops, has raised 
funds for Tilbury Christmas 

(comprehensive cover only) lights and, as a result of the 

* Subject to status vyww.serviceline.co.uk 

lights there is also now a 
Christmas Fayre held in the 
town. 

The Riverside project has 
gone from strength to strength 

- 

Please quote reference 'LAW' 
Call 08 00 00 4 1 2 1 

I Pete Hewitt said: "At the 
moment parts of Tilbury have 

winning the River Thames 

; ~ ~ g ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

A. NEW training package is bg 
rolled out to improve investiga 
skills and capitalise on the technol 
available to reduce volume crime. 

It will also look at how ing, to supplement the 
Essex Police deals with tial training. TO fill th; 
victims of crime and we are delivering a p2 

to all constables, serl 
how to .maximise the and inspectors, uniforl 
infbrmation to be gained CID on territorial divil 
from offenders. 

Det Chief Insp Mark 
Shields, Crime Division 
Support Manager, i s  t he  
architect of the  package 
and explained i ts  rationale. 

He said: "We have identi- 
fied that our ~erformance in 
investigating volume crime 
and the service that we pro- 
vide to the public, is not as 
good as it should be. 

"The reason for this is that 
constables do not receive any 
formal investigative train- 

he said. 
The package focus 

scene management, d 
with victims and d~ 
with suspects and offe~ 

Scene 
Divisional comma 

and crime managers 
asked where they th 
the main deficiencie 
They replied consis 
that it was in the area 
first . officers arriving 
scene, not maximisin 

tssex 
in thc 

ESSEX Police is leading the 
way in accepting a 
Government challenge to 
make better use of DNA tech- 
nology. 

Extra central funding is 
being made available to forces 
to spend on gathering addi- 
tional DNA evidence and to 
extend the Criminal Justice 
sampling of offenders. This 
will make greater use of the 
DNA database to identify 
offenders. 

In  A ~ r i l  2000 the 
Government announced that 
whatever was spent by Essex 
Police on submitting to the 
database CJ samples taken 
from prisoners, together with 
crime stains taken a t  scenes, 
would be matched. 

Det Chief Insp Tor 
Head of Scientific 
said: "Previous data 
ed that we would spc 
£390,000 during the 
year on DNA relate( 
sions. 

"The Government 
to match that figu 
reached our targc 
allowed us to sam 
prisoners and sub1 
crime stains." 

The spending ta: 
reached by Octobe: 
year, and we have be 
ering the cost of su1: 
since that time dire 
the Home Office. 

Half way through 
the Government a1 
a n  additional specij 

Cracking c: 
A NEW policy for recovering 
stolen vehicles should 
increase the possibilities of 
catching car thieves. 

Research has shown that a 
stolen vehicle is likely to pro- 
vide twice as many eviden- 
tial fingerprints than a house 
burglary and three times 
more than a commercial bur- 
glary. 

Until now, however, the 
onus has been on the owner 
of the vehicle to arrange for 
its recovery and for the car to 
be forensically tested. 

This is often an inconven- 
ience to the owner and cars 
left abandoned in the same 
location for too long can raise 
the fear of crime or be re- 

stolen. Any delay 1: 
recovery by the owl 
forensic testing can a 
to crucial evidence 
.destroyed. 

Under the new Au 
Recovery Policy from 
a number of com 
garages have come o 
to form a rota systen 
will aid the recovery 
vehicle. 

The companies will 
take to recover the c: 
in 30 minutes and rc 
to their premises W 

will be kept undercov 
the right heating and 
conditions. 

They will then fax tl 
Scenes of Crime offi~ 
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~ning down the 
crimes which are of most concern to local communi- 
ties, The Law looks at some of the new measures 
which are being introduced by Essex Police and which 
will have a long-term effect on reducing volume crime. 

crime 

knocking on your door, or 
standing outside the gates volume when you are released from 
prison." 

Mr Stevens said he recog- 
nised an enormous amount of 

chance to gain evidence from Said DC1 Shields: "What we willingness among Essex 

it. are hoping to achieve out of Police staff to get involved. 
"Anything which is not this is to raise everybody's 1, the introduction to the "When people are victims of serve it, to make sure that "When I talk to officers the;,; . 

secured within those first few and investigative training video which accompa- volume crime, then they judge scenes of crime officers have really are keen to give a first 
hours be lost and cannot to raise the standard i s  the package, Chief the performance of Essex the best possible chance of get- class professional service to ; 
be recovered," said DC1 investigation, So that every- Constable David Stevens com- Police. When a n  officer goes to ting an identification from it?" 

the people of Essex," he said. Shields. is with ments: "In some areas we are the scene, possibly their house, he said. 
The package will also bring volume crime." very good indeed. There are that's when they (the victims) "Then we are going to look "1" many ways i t  is about 

officers up to date on new First only three forces in this coun- form an impression of how at the needs of the victim. getting back to the start of 
approaches to such matters as try with a lower crime rate professional an organisation what  does a victim expect what is effective policing? 

with offences to be Essex Police is the first force than us and incidents of bur- we are," said Mr Stevens. when a police officer goes 
taken into consideration, to produce a training package glary and car crime are going Vehicles 
human rights legislation and specifically for volume crime down." Advances there? Is it just tea and sym- 

how best to deal with victims. and there has already been There were, however, con- One of the areas identified pathy Or is it some kind of "We are going to examine I 
Videos have been prepared interest from several other cerns over customer satisfac- for improvement is in the way practical more scenes, we are going to 

which take officers through a forces, anxious to adopt it. tion, with victims of crime feel- information is circulated to "The third area is in dealing bring more stolen vehicles in mmber of Scenarios relating The package will be deliv- ing that they were not getting officers on developments such with Suspects. We are moving 
to a burglary, although the ered on Divisions by locally the service they should expect, as advances in forensic sci- into an  area of saying to sus- for we are going ' 

Same principles apply to other based officers, who can adapt or that they had a few years ence, he said. pects wf,en you come into one to examine more vehicles that 
types of volume crime. it to reflect local needs. ago from Essex ~ol ice ihe  said. The training programme of our police stations we want have been used in crime, to 

will cover t h e e  key areas, said to give you the opportunity to improve our chances of getting 1 
Mr Stevens. tell US all YOU know about more detections," said Mr 

"The first of these is about crime and criminal activity in stevens. the scene of crime itself. What this area. 
can we do to make sure we get Those who will deliver the , II =ads the way the developments absolute best in out forensic of all the YOU "We do will not tell make us about the point: crimes ~f new already training had their package own training ha* : 

ence, such as DNA, finger- YOU are involved in and we 

printing and so on? find out later, after you have and are ready now 

"What can officers who are been to court, that you have rollingit out around territorial 

use of DNA first on the scene do to pre- been involved, we will be divisions. 

will carry out tests for finger- 
prints and DNA. The local 
Crime Management Unit 
will then notify the owner, 
cancel the vehicle on PNC 
and close the incident. 

The whole process should 
be dealt with within 24 hours 
with some exceptions, such 
as vehicles which are 
thought to have been used in 
other crimes. 

The owner will then be free 
to collect the vehicle paying a 
statutory fee to the garage in 
question. 

All officers should be 
aware of the new procedures 
and anyone who requires 
more information should con- 
tact Insp John Yee King a t  
Hadleigh on ext 41440. 

r, of tripling the number of pris- DCI Harper's command, The total Essex bid of 
t, oners on the database and based a t  Headquarters. £1,155,000 will pay for the 
t- tripling the number of crime "With current Success rates extra staff and increased sub- 
~t scenes submitted over the for converting fingerprints missions to the database. 
i1 next three years. found at  auto crime ~ffences Although final confirmation 
3- Forces were invited to bid to identifications running at  is awaited from the Home 

for a share of £187 million of 39 Per cent, and one in two Office, the additional person- 
d new money being allocated crime stains s~bmit ted  'hit- nel have been recruited and 
.e towards achieving this target. tin& on the DNA database, are currently being trained, 
h Staff 

the additional vehicle exam- ready to operate from ~ ~ r i l 2 .  
'e iners are bound to increase "This will be a 
,e Essex is bidding for a sub- our detection rates substan- year for Scientific Support but 

stantial slice of this money, tially," said DC1 Harper. the rewards to the force will 
S which will be used to employ "The new Forensic be worth the effort. 
:t seven forensic vehicle exam- Intelligence Unit will monitor "The new funding will have 
,- iners and appropriate back- the success of the initiative, to a major impact on improving 
S up staff in Scientific Support, ensure we are continuing to our detection rates and con- 

to increase the number of sub- use forensic science effective- 
missions to the DNA data- ly in criminal investigations tinue to keep Essex as the top 

r base. and to identify future crime performing scientific support 

A forensic intelligence unit trends where forensic science unit in the country." said DCI 
Harper. t is also being created, under Can play its part," he said. 

Burglary target 

Keeping your finances in order 
has never been easier. 

Exclusive to the 
Police Federation 

Fixed for six months 
for balance transfers 

1 5 -9% APR (variable) 1 8.9% APR (variable) 

forvisa purchases on the Gold Card forvisa purchases on the Classic Card 

HARLOW Division has 
teamed up with British Gas 
to launch a high-profile oper- 
ation, to crackdown on bur- 
glary. 

Operation Cutback 
informs and educates home- 
owners about safeguarding 
their valuables. Community 
Policing Teams have identi- 
fied a number of burglary 
hotspots in the town and tar- 
geted nearly 3,000 homes, 

increases their risk of being 
prosecuted. 

"We encouraged people to 
display window stickers to 
indicate that their property 
has been marked and help 
ward off potential thieves." 

A leaflet drop offered resi- 
dents the opportunity to 
allow police to mark up to 
five items of their choice . 

Information packs, sup- 
plied by British Gas, allowed 

encouraging people to take individuals to post-code 
active steps to secure their other items at  their leisure. 
property by post-coding Essex Police is supporting 
items of value. Operation Cutback through 

Sgt Adrian Went said: i ts  Community Safety 
"People are less willing to Department's Crime & 
buy marked goods because it Disorder Fund. 

A Police Federation Visa Card could help you organise your finances.To start with you'll enjoy , p rate of interest of 4.9%APRa fixed for six months when you transfer your outstanding card 
balances to  an exclusive Police Federation Visa Card. 

Other advantages include: Up to e~ght w e e k s  In te res t  free c r e d i t  3 

No annual fee O p t t o n a l  Card and P a y m e n t  P r o t e c t t o n  

FREE a d d ~ t t o n a l  c a r d  for spouse  or partner Personalised c h e q u e  book 

Up to L 15,000 c r e d l t  llm~t on t h e  Gold C a r d  (Up ' Travel  money servtce 

to L 1 0 , 0 0 0  on the C l a s s ~ c  Card) W ~ n e  Club 

I t 's  easy to apply. 
Call NOW FREE on 0800 161 162 Beneficia) 

quoting ref. [7706]. L~nes open 24 hours a day _l_l-mn 

Beneficial is a wading name of HFC Bank pk. A member of the Household lnrernarlonal Group of Companies 
An aurhor!red institution under the Banldng Act 1987 

Regtrtered ~n England No. I 1 17305. Registered Office: North Street.W~nkfietd.Windsor, Berl~rhrre SL4 4TD 

1 For balancer transferred to the Pollce FederarsonV~sa Card, the rate he equulvalent ra 4 9 % m o n t h l y  charging rate of 0403%) for rlx months 
reverting after thar tlme to our rtandardvtsa rare currently I8.9XllPk (vanable) for the Clasr~c Card and 15 9XAPR (vanab ld  [or the Gald 
Card (We are unable to accept any balance transfers fmm any Other cards lssued by HFC Bank plc) The rate for cash advancer 1s currently 
20 7XAPR (vanable) for the Classic Card and J7.7%APR (vw'ir&) for the Gold Card mcluslve of a 15% handl~ng charge (m~n~mum £250) 
M~nrrnum monthly repayment; Gold Card -2% of the amount you owe us on all transamlonr or €5 Clasr~c Card -3% of the arnounr you owe us on 
all transacuons or £5 whichever IS the greater 'Sublect to rratur and only avallable to UK rerldenrr aged 18 and over with a permanent UK address 
Wr~tten quotaitonr available on request 'The merest free peraod will not apply to balance transfers chequer travellers chequer or other banking 
tranractlonr Debc merest wlll be charged on any overdrawn balance The Police Federat~onV~ra Gald and Clarrlc Cards are rupplbed In arsocaatlon 
w ~ t h  Benefic~al For recurkty and to help Improve thefr rervlce to you Benefic~al may record or monrtor telephone calls 



ceremony in Surrey. =-- - ---r - --- to retire at the end of May, to  roll 

iailed AT Essex least Police six staff members are travel- of 
rl ling again to Romania in 

thanks 
, t o  Ken 

THE latest facial mapping 
techniques, developed by 
Essex Police, have been used 
to help convict a man of rob- 
bery. 

Junior James Farrell and 
an accomplice attacked Mrs 
Betty Ka Ching Kwan, a 
Hong Kong High Court judge 
as she returned to her 
Notting Hill flat. 

They grabbed her around 
the neck, ripped a Rolex 
watch from her wrist and 
stole her purse. 

Recovered CCTV footage 
showed that the two attack- 
ers had followed Mrs Kwan 
from a local shopping centre 
to her apartment block. 

-r Clarity 
Unfortunately, the clarity 

of the pictures was poor and 
the investigating officers 
from the Metropolitan Police 
Service needed more to go on. 

They called in Ken Linge, 
Head of Essex Police HQ 

acts marked 
CHIEF Constable David Stevens has pre- 
sented certificates of commendation to 
officers, in recognition of their outstand- - 
ing actions and professionalism. 

Pc Andrew Waldie. - - 

Leigh and Pc Simon 
Harman, Harlow were by Heather 
cornmended for their watts 
actions during the early 
hours of June 7, 2000 at 
Leigh on Sea, when they 
found a man unconscious 
in the street. 

Pc Waldie immediately 
commenced artificial respi- 
ration whilst Pc Harman 
performed heart compres- 
sion. Both officers contin- 
ued for a considerable peri- 
od until the arrival of para- 
medics. 

The man was taken to 
Southend Hospital where, 
regrettably, despite the 
actions of these officers, he 
was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

Andrew Waldie, 27 is mar- 
ried and lives in Benfleet and 
Simon Harman. 26. who has 

life before he caught up with 
him and arrested him. 

The man admitted the 
offences, was charged and 
remanded in custody. 

Howard has been with 
Essex Police for five years. 
He lives in Rayleigh. 

Pc Lee Harron, Harlow is 
commended for his sustained 
professionalism, enthusiasm, 
dedication to dutv and self- 
motivation over the past 18 
months. 

As a result of his knowl- 
edge of local criminals, his 
cultivation and use of intelli- 
gence and information, and 
his hard work whilst on and 
off duty, he has made over 
160 arrests. Commendation certificate. 

- 
June this year. 

They will be travelling to 
Breaza, in northern 
Romania, to an orphanage 
where the children are suf- 
fering with various disabili- 
ties, the majority having 
Motor Neurone Disease. 

Once there, they will be 
carrying out tasks such as 
redecorating and building 
bedrooms, infirmaries, corri- 
dors, shower room, toilets, a 
kitchen, playground and 
laundry room. There are 
about 26 people attending 
with the Essex Police contin- 
gent and 15 police officers 
from the Met. 

Any staff wishing to help 
can either donate cash or fill 
shoe boxes with items suit- 
able for the children. These 
can include soap, toothpaste, 
other toiletries, toys, crayons, 
children's clothes, in fact any- 
thing else appropriate. 

The Romanian 
Government has set only one 
requirement - that they have 
to be new items. So next time 
you are out shopping, please 
pick up an extra item. 

Among those travelling in 
the aid convoy will be Emma 
Salisbury, from Force 
Information Room. She said: 
"I'd like to take this opportu- 
nity to thank all those staff 
that helped us with the shoe 

- .  , , 

Photographic Department, since been promoted to ser- Arrests box appeal last year. 
Road, Waltham Abbey at the Taylor, Clacton are commend- "The children's faces when 

who is an acknowledged geant, is single living in Chelmsford. They both In addition, whilst off duty, scene of a reported house fire. ed for their actions a t  they received them was 
expert in facial mapping. 

joined Essex Police on July he has made a number of The officers were the first Stanway on January 9, 1999, unforgettable. I hope you will 
Ken scientifically com- 10, 1995. arrests and has witnessed members of the emergency when knowing that a vehicle fill another shoe box this 

pared the CCTV footage to pc H~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ k ~ ~ ~ ,  criminal acts to which he has services to arrive. Believing had been stolen from its year.n 
covert pictures taken of Rochford were commended alerted colleagues, which that people were trapped in a owner at  gunpoint, followed it Items can be given to the 

have led to arrests. burning smoke-filled house, and then pursued the driver team loose, but preferably if a 
Famell and was able to con- his actions on the evening of 

The arrests include a large the officers, at  considerable on foot and into an unlit gar- few items were placed into a 
elude that the probability June 10,2000, when he iden- 

tified a man ~ v i n g  a vehicle number of prolific offenders personal risk, forced entry den where they detained the shoe box along with a pound 
that the CCTV was not of that he had previously been convicted for crimes subject and carried out a systematic suspect. coin, it will help in the trans- 

Farrell was over six million advised was responsible for to force objectives. search of the house until they A loaded air weapon, bala- portation. 
Lee, 27 who joined in 1996 were sure it was clear. clava helmet and gloves were They can be handed, 

to one. two robberies at  local stores 
is married and lives in Martin Hatfield, 39 has later found near to where the together with any cheques - 

paddington-based ~~t sgt where a knife had been used. 
Harlow. served with Essex Police suspect was detained. made payable to: Convoy Pc Jackson followed the 

John Cushion said: "We vehicle, which was being Pc Martin Hatfield, since 1988 and lives in Aveley Philip Passfield, 31 lives in Romania (Essex Police) - to 
wouldnit have had a chance driven in a dangerous man- Waltham Abbey and Pc and Edward McEwen, 47 has West Mersea and has served any of the following: 

in court without the facial ner, until it crashed. Edward McEwen, been seconded to Essex Police with Essex Police for 22 Emma Salisbury (FIR), Pc 

The man ran off through Metropolitan Police seconded since April 2000. years, Michael Bond, 44 has Nicky Slingsby (FIR), Jan 
mapping work" dense undergrodh with Pc staff, are commended for Pc Philip Passfield, served for eight years and Alexander (FIR), DC Paul 

Farrell was sentenced to 
Jackson in pursuit. The man their outstanding bravery in Colchester Dog Section, Pc Sharon Taylor, 37 was previ- Keely (Harlow), Pc Wayne 

fours years in prison for rob- twice threatened the officer'S the performance of their duty Michael Bond, Maldon and ously a special constable join- Hickey (Stansted), or Damien 

bery. . ~ on July 5, 2000, at  Buxton former Sc, now Pc Sharon ing as a regular in July 2000. Dickins (FIR). 
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Book 
your 
seats 
now 
ESSEX Police HQ Sports and 
Social Club has a host of 
activities and outings 
planned for 2001. 

On Saturday, March 24, a 
coach sets off for the Ideal 
Home Exhibition, leaving HQ 
at 9am for the trip to Earls 
Court, at  a cost of £16 per 
person. 

Ladies' Day at Ascot will be 
on Thursday, June 21 (sub- 
ject to the current foot and 
mouth disease crisis being 
resolved by then). 

There are limited places 
available on the coach for 
this outing, costing £34.50, to 
include a ticket for the silver 
ring. 

Saturday, June 23 will be a 
day trip to Lille, with the 
coach leaving HQ at 9.30am 
for a lunch-time crossing on 
the feny, arriving back at  
Chelmsford at  about lam the 
next morning. Cost is £18 per 
person. 

Buckingham Palace will be 
the destination on Sunday, 
August 12, leaving HQ a t  
9am for a sight-seeing tour of 
the capital, as well as a guid- 
ed tour of the palace. The 
cost is £15 for adults, £13.50 
for OAPs and £10 for chil- 
dren (aged five and above). 

Popular 
Also in August, the brand 

new production of the musi- 
cal "My Fair Lady" is bound 
to be popular, so book early 
for the trip on the 23rd. 

The show at the Theatre 
Royal, Drury Lane, stars 
Martine McCutcheon, 
Jonathan Price and Dennis 
Waterman. Cost of the coach 
and tickets for the central 
stalls is £36. 

Other events planned 
include a summer barbecue 
and 60~170s night, a charity 
walk and a trip to see "Toy 
Story On Ice". 

If you are interested in any 
of these trips, contact Shirley 
Turner by e-mail or fax (extn 
50655. or 01245 452157 

Campaign to 
end hate crime 

MORE than 200 
people attended 
the recent launch 
of the Essex Stop 
Hate Crime 
Campaign. 

Organised  b y  E s s e x  
Police Community  Safety 
depar tment ,  the aim of 
the campaign is to  fur- 
t h e r  a Government  drive 
to  stop hate crime and 
highlight t h e  problem of 
crime based o n  prejudice 
a n d  emotion. 

Although the reporting of 

by Heather 
Watts 

racist incidents in Essex 
has increased from 229 in 
199819 to 431 in 199912000 
and homophic incidents 
from 16 in 19991200 to 44 
in 2000 to date, Essex 
Police wants to raise 
awareness and encourage 
more people to report hate 
crime either directly to the 
police, or through third 
part reporting schemes. 

An introduction to the 

packed programme was 
given by Neil Frost chair of 
Police and Communities 
Together, a group that 
formed in 1996 when a need 
to provide an equality of 
service to all minority com- 
munities was recognised. 

Committed 
Chief Constable David 

Stevens gave the opening 
address in which he said it 
was important to recognise 
that hate crime harms both 
the individual and society. 

Policing a diverse county, 
he said that Essex Police is 
fully committed to a diverse 
workforce. 

PM backs roadshow's 
anti-drugs message 

THE Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, has given his backing 
to the 2 Smart 4 Drugs 
Roadshow. 

He sent a letter of sup- 
port to the Brentwood 
Centre where the Essex 
Police/Essex FM drugs edu- 
cation roadshow was being 
performed to an audience of 
1,400 excited youngsters 
from eight schools last 
month. 

He said: "Drugs are ille- 
gal and dangerous. They 
damage the people who 
take them, their families 
and the wider community. 

"Today's show, I know, 
will help you to understand 
the consequences of taking 
drugs. 

"When I heard about the 
'2smart 4 drugs Roadshow' 
project I was really 
impressed that the prob- 

lems of drug abuse were 
being dealt with in such a 
down to earth way by Essex 
FM and Essex Police. 

"What is important is 
that you are aware of all the 
facts, so that if you come 
into contact with drugs you 
can make the right choice 
for yourselves. 

Future 
'You are the future of our 

country and it's only 
through understanding 
that we can all make a dif- 
ference and tackle the prob- 
lems. 

"I'm sony I can't be there 
with you today but enjoy 
the show." 

Essex FM DJ Chris 
Brooks and singer Tina 
Cousins presented the 
show, a mix of live music, 
dancing, comedy drama 

sketches and quizzes. 
They host a fast moving, 

action packed and enter- 
taining show that puts 
across the message that 
drugs, alcohol and smoking 
are dangerous, but in an 
informative way, which will 
hopefully allow the young- 
sters to make informed 
decisions for themselves 
when faced with drugs. 

Special guests included 
BBC TV's Kirsten O'Brien, 
chart singer Sheryl Dean 
from Thrillseekers and the 
London Leopards basket- 
ball team. 

Comments from the 
pupils as they left included 
"it was great", "really excel- 
lent" and "brill". 

The show goes on to visit 
five more schools with the 
message that they are too 
smart for drugs. 

He said: "There is a lot to 
be done and I am confident 
that Essex Police will be able 
to achieve a great deal. I am 
proud to be associated with 
the launch today." 

Inspector Moira Owers, 
chair of the newly formed 
NEXUS networking group 
for lesbian, gay, bi-sexual 
and transgendered members 
of Essex Police spoke of the 
need for acceptance from col- 
leagues of different lifestyles 
and welcomed the Chief 
Constable's support. 

Detective Inspector Alison 
Newcomb, chair of the 
recently formed Essex Black 
Police Association looked 
forward to the future when 

the need for organisations 
such as theirs would no 
longer exist. 

Mike Lewis, Assistant ;c- 
Chief Constable for South 
Wales and chair of ACPO 
Race Relations main focus 
was external service deliv- 
ery and best practice nation- 
ally in dealing with victims. 

London theatre group 
SHOUT gave a thought pro- 
voking presentation. 

Michael Cashman, 
Labour MEP for the West 
Midlands, possibly better 
known for his acting role as 
Colin of Eastenders wel- 
comed the campaign, say- 
ing: "It is real action for real 
change." 

mer's Basildon triathlon 
hope to attract hundreds of 
competitors for the three- 
legged event, which has 
been designed to encourage 
both the novice and experi- 
enced athlete with a chal- 
lenge. 

The Gloucester Park 
Swimming Pool will be the 
focus of attention on Sunday 
20 May as enthusiasts com- 
pete in the multi-sport 
event, incorporating swim- 
ming, cycling and running. 

The course is entirely off- 
road, with each discipline 
undertaken immediately 
after the other, commencing 
with a 400m swim and fin- 
ishing with a two-mile run 
around the Gloucester Park. 

Three laps of cycling 
external) I 

Charities boosted 
by HQ staff 
fund raising 

ESSEX Police HQ Sports Headquarters  Bonfire 
a n d  Social Club recently Night celebrations a n d  
handed  over cheques some from t h e  Essex 
totalling more than  £3,000 Police Millennium Family 
to  local good causes. Day and o ther  events  

A cheque for £1,130 went organised by  t h e  staff 
to  the  Mid Essex Hospitals within Vehicle Services. 
Diabetic Unit and a simi- Members of the  HQ 
l a r  sum t o  MacMillan Sports a n d  Social Club 
Cancer Relief. a n d  Vehicle Services' staff 

A further £750 was pre- a r e  pictured (left) hand- 
sented t o  the  Red Cross. ing over the  cheques i n  

Some of the  money was the  Chief Constable's gar- 
raised a t  t h e  annua l  den. 

splits the two, with competi- 
tors completing six miles. 

In addition to the individ- 
ual race, a relay event will 
take place with teams of 
three competing each leg of 
the triathlon. 

Sergeant Peter Bryan from 
the Western Road Policing 
Unit believes everyone 
should be celebrating the 
start of summer by attending 
the Basildon triathlon. 

"The hardest step in any 
sporting event is the first 
one. 

"There will be die-hard 
fanatics out on the course, " 

but it's also a fun day out 
where everyone can have a 
drink and a joke at  the end of 
the day," said Sgt Bryan. 

For an entry form and fur- 
ther details, please contact 
Peter Bryan at  the Chigwell 
Traffic Unit on ext 21707. 

Essex in 
semi-finals 
IN the PAA ladies' hockey 
competition, Essex beat 
Durham by 4 goals to 1, and 
are through to the National 
Semi-Finals. 

The following officers have 
recently qualified for the 
National Indoor Games PAA 
Finals in their respective dis- 
ciplines: 

DC James Cousen 
(Rayleigh SB) - Billiards 
Regional Singles Winner; Pc 
Lindsay Jones and Pc Nicola 
Twist (Southend) - Ladies' 
Doubles Darts Winners. 

For display advertising in The Law contact United Press on 01282 459533 
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CONTRACTS: AN invitation 
has been sent to the head of 
human resources at Essex 
Police HQ to attend our next 

Police John joins ALO team 
Mutual meeting. 

Our sub-committee has not 
received any information 
regarding future work by our 
members. 

After all the hard work our 
committee have put into 
advising the various police 
departments making such 

PC .Tnhn Hills has heen 

The column of the Ex- 
Essex Police Business 

Association needs John was formerly crime pre- 
vention officer and ALO at 
Colchester and Chelmsford 

He is one of two force 
ALOs, joining Pc Heather 
Alston a t  Headquarters 
Community Safety 
Department. 

Any officer who requires 
advice regarding 'Secured By 
Design', 'Secured Car Parks' 
or the designing out of crime 
on building develo~ments 

based in Chelmsford divi- DC Geoffrey Herbert, 51, 
sion. 

She joined as a cadet 
straight from school and has 
been at  Maldon, 
Southminster, Chelmsford 
and at CPU. 

She received two commen- 
dations during her service, 
one for arresting a violent 
burglar, single handed and 
the other as part of the team 

retired last month after 25 
years with the force. He was 
serving at  Rayleigh CID at 
the time of his retirement. 

PC Lisa Collinson, 28, 
retired on medical grounds 
at the end of February from 
the Force Information Room 
at Headquarters. 

She had served nine and a 
half years. 

THE Inland Revenue 
Business Support Team will 
be giving us a presentation at  
our next meeting. 

your 
overtures regarding con- 
tracts things have gone very 
quiet and communication It is some years since the 

IR has attended our meetings 
and there have been manv 

non-existent. 
It will be nice to be told 

what the current Essex 
Police policy is on such mat- 
ters and have some feedback 
after all the assistance we 

for book changes in the tax laws and 
requirements that so many of 
us are not aware of. 

Hearing it from the "horse's 
mouth has been by far the 
best way to get that personal 
advice and the IR are not the 
such frightening people as 
some may think. 

They have been asked to be 
prepared to advise us on 
small business issues and 
more importantly the prob- 

THE Police Mutual Society 
will be launching a Pictorial 
History Book in June 2001. 

The book will complement 
'The Story of the Police 
Mutual Assurance Society', 
published in 1992. 

The objective of the new 
publication is to articulate 
the strong views of the 
Society and how they have 
remained unchanged during 
the changing times in which 
the police service operates. 

The Society is appealing for 
photographs, letters, force 
orders or any other police 

within t,heirvdivision lan con- investigating the "body in 
tact John and Heather on concrete" murder. 
extns 54441 or 54442. Married to a serving officer 

PC Lisa Pitcher, 38, has and with a two year old 
retired on medical grounds daughter, Lisa plans to take 
after 20 years as a constable, things easier and slower. 

Obituary 
FORMER Insp Kenneth 
Kelly has died aged 59. He 
served from 1963 to 1992 at 
Colchester, Southend and 
FIR. 

Retited DC Fred "Tapper" 
Watts has died aged 78. 
Tapper served from 1946 to 
1976 with the Southend 
Borough. 

Former Pc Michael 
Simister has died aged 54. 

gave them in setting up such 
a scheme. 

We await confirmation of 
their attendance. 
NEXT MEETING: 
Wednesday, April 4, 2001, 
7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 

Please Note: The Inland 
Revenue Presentation will 
commence at 7.30pm sharp. 

A full agenda is promised 
with the above as our main 

lems faced by persons 
engaged on long self- 
employed contracts with a challenge single employer. 

The latter would be of great 
interest to those on such con- 
tracts with Essex Police. 
CURRENT ESSEX POLICE 

topics. 
Much more is proposed 

with work experiences by 
members, nominations for a 
new chairman and assistant 

HAVE you thought about order that we can compete at  He served from 1966 to 1993 

changing your sport? the Police Nationals, being with the Southend Borough 

If so, have you thought staged in Glasgow, this sum- and Rayleigh Traffic Unit. memorabilia during the peri- 
od 1866-2001. 

Anyone who is able to con- 
tribute should include a short 
commentary with the item. 

A full acknowledgement 
will be included within the 
book. 

The Society is keen for all 
forces to be represented with- 
in the book. 

When replying, use the 
freepost address: PMAS, 
FREEPOST, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, WS13 6ZA. 

To find out more, contact 
Public Relations Manager 
Ian Dempster at  Police 
Mutual, Alexandra House, 
Queen Street, Lichfield, 
WS13 6QS, tel. 01543 
414191, or direct dial 01543 
305227. 

- 
about tug-of-war? mer." 

Three 
Croke 

secretary being required and 
a Data Protection update. 

Do not miss out on such 
and important meeting! 
FUTURE MEETINGS: 
Wednesday, September 5, 
2001 (AGM) at 7.30 pm HQ 
Sports Pavilion. 
NEW MEMBERS: Contact 
Membership Secretary Ken 
Luxford on 01206 395948 or 
email 
kenluxford@supanet.com 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: 
Contact Association 
Secretary Roy Dennis on 
01206 504246 or email 
roy.dennis@pop.ntlworld, or 
Assistant Secretary Bob 
Craven on 01702 582750 or 
email lsg@tinyworld.co.uk 

- 

Training has already start- ~f you want to know more, 
ed at the contact Andrew on extn 
Garrison, but more team 
members are needed. 17140, or both he and col- 

vie ror 
Andrew Thorpe, based at  league Ske l l~  Lambert can be 

Brightlingsea, explains: "1 am contacted via the Essex Police 
looking for new members, in Intranet e-mail system. r Cup 

World Games call-up THREE Divisions look set to 
battle it out for the Croker 
Cup this year, following com- 
pletion of the latest events. 

In the snooker, Rayleigh 
finished first (12 points), fol- 
lowed by Basildon (10) and 
Braintree (8). 

In the billiards, Braintree 
collected maximum points, 
with Basildon (10) runners- 
UD and Rayleigh (8) third. 

This leaves Basildon head- 
ing the Croker Cup table with 
113 points, followed by 
Braintree (105), Rayleigh (96) 
and Southend (71). 

Remaining events are sea 
angling, being staged on 
March 21, the same day as 
the rugby sevens at  Harlow 
Rugby Club; tennis and bowls 
(if it is to be replayed). 

THE 2001 World Police and tries will compete in 70 dif- 
Fire Games will be held in ferent sports during the 
Indianopolis, Indiana, USA Games, which promote 
from June 8-16. physical fitness, friendly 

They are open to all full- competition and cama- 
time and retired police ofi- raderie. 
cers and career fire fight- Visit the website: 
ers. www.200lwpfg.org, or 

More than 10,000 ath- phone free on 1-888-542- 
letes, from over 60 coun- 2001 to find out more. 

Market Place CALPE, Spain. Apartment 
to rent that sleeps four, with 
one large double and one 
twin bedroom. Large lounge 
with balcony. Fully- 
equipped kitchen. Three- 
minute walk to safe, sandy 
beach. From £125 per week. 
Contact Mr Naden on 01255 
815140. 
CORNWALL - Polperro. A 
chalet which sleeps 415. All 
mod cons. On pleasant site 
with heated indoor and out- 
door pools. Club and all 
facilities included. £75-£250 
per week. Contact Craig 
Bailey on 01279 
6535701832837. 
COSTA DEL GOLF, 20 
minutes from Malaga 
Airport. 35 golf courses, two 
double bedrooms which 
sleep six in total. Available 
in JulyIAugust. £300 per 
week. Contact Dave Roberts 
on 01376 550954. 
CUMBRIA, delightful B&B 
in unspoilt village, 
R a v e n s t o n e d a l e .  
Convenient for lakes and 
dales close to the Eden val- 
ley. All rooms are en-suite 
with TV and hairdryer and 

coffee-making facilities. 
Excellent walking spots, 
with a golf course nearby 
and two family pubs in the 
village. Contact Neil Brook 
on 01539 623641. 
DIET. If you want to lose 
weight and look this sum- 
mer and a 30-day money 
back guarantee then contact 
Julie Vansertima on 01245 
262265. 
FLORIDA Kissimore, 4- 
bedroom luxury villa with 
own screened pool and kids 
pool. Contact Denise House 
on 01268 750062. 
FLORIDA villa with four 
air-conditioned bedrooms 
and two bathrooms. The 
swimming pool overlooks a 
small lake. £450 per week. 
Available for 2001. Close to 
Disney and airport. Contact 
Linda or Pete Taylor on 
01245 321378. 
FOUR person ridge tent 
with ground sheets. Two- 
ring and grill camping calor 
gas cooker. Very good condi- 
tion. £190 ono. Contact 
Keith Simpson on 01245 
323707. 
GOOD homes wanted for 

cats and kittens. Contact 
Miss Parsonson on 01206 
864284. 
HONDA CIVIC Lsi Auto, 
1992, MOT. Low mileage 
56,000. Electric sunroof and 
windows. Excellent condi- 
tion. £2,600 ono. Contact 
Louise Garnett on 01245 
4528811354228. 
NORFOLK Broads 
Holidays, elegant cruiser 
offering two cabins, show- 
ers, toilets and helms. Full 
week hiring only. 20-25% 
discount off commercial 
rates. Lock-free navigation. 
Contact Neil Evans on 
01279 442231. 
ORLANDO, luxury villa 
with 4 bedrooms and 3 bath- 
rooms. Sleeps up to 10 with 
private screened pool. Near 
to Disney and other central 
Florida attractions. For 
more details contact Mr 
Cook on 01376 573406. 
SCOTTISH Highlands. 
Self catering in one bed or 
four bed bungalow. Or stay 
in an  Austrian-style home 
on B&B basis, or full board. 
Skiing, fishing, shooting, 

walking and bird watching, 
or just relaxing. Contact 
Andy Nunn (ex Chelmsford 
Traffic) on 01479 841717. 
TECHNICS single rack 

~ 1 1 1 l l l l ~ l 1 1 1 l l l l 1 l m ~  

1 BLOCK LE7TERS PLEASE - ONE WORD PER BOX 1 
system with tape deck. 
Model RS-M215 (circa 
1982), anodised aluminium 
finish with operations 
instruction manual. £40. 
Contact Paul Watson on 
01702 203015. 
VICTORIAN cottage in 
Bonchruch, Isle of Wight t c  
rent. Sleeps six, two bath. 
rooms (one ensuite). All mod 
cons, dishwasher 
microwave, washing 
machine etc. South facing 
garden and sea views. Sorq 
no pets. Contact 0127C 
437560 for a brochure. 
YAMAHA Neos 50c( 
Moped. Blue, 1999, T-reg 
3,200 miles. Very good con 
dition. Helmet, gloves an( 
jacket included. E900 ono 
Contact Elaine Fuller 01 

01621 859958. 
YAlMAHA FJ1200, recentl: 
serviced, fully prepared fo 
touring. Ill-health force 
sale. Contact John Rickard 
on 01702 353802. 

I I . I Name and rank ........................................................... I 
1 Station ............................. Home Tel...... .................... 
I 
1 Date ......................... Signed ...................................... 
5 Send to The Editor, The Law, Press Office, 
( Essex Police Headquarters. 

Q?ly fran d i red ly  cmected to Essex mllce (either or i r e t l r ed j  will te accepted. Plhierts should te restricted to  a raximm oi 24 ~ 3 r d ~  

) and repeat ads should be re-suhnitted on a m t h l y  basis. The Law team reserves 
L the right to d t  or mit m y  achieTt uhich &em t e t  this criferia. 
11111~l1111111111111 . , 
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THE 'Tough Guys' team from Essex (left 
to right) - Sneids, Ginger Serg, The Boss, 
Jobber, Rossi and H, with the "undercover 
agents" intermingled. Pictured below, AI 
Barley shows just how much fun it's possi- 

'Crazy 
ble to have pounding the beat! I HAVE in my time, whilst striving for 

the ultimate sporting 'high' done, as they 
say, some crazy things. 

However, nothing could have prepared 
me for what I was to witness on an icy, 
fogbound, farm field on the outskirts of 
Wolverhampton. 

I am reliably informed over 4,000 - yes 
4,000 - normal, sane men and women, for 
some reason which totally escapes me, 
subjected themselves to acts which I can 
only describe as "collective insanity" and 
all to achieve the status of "Tough Guy". 

Indeed, the event which boasts that 
title holds a unique place in the sporting 
calendar. 

Among the 4,000 plus were seven of 
Basildon's finest, plus two from HQ. 

Certified 
In order to protect their identities, to 

protect them from being clinically certi- 
fied, we will refer to them by nickname 
only: Jobber, Ginger Serg, Rossi, The 
Boss, H, Sneids, JL, plus two 'undercover 
agents' from Headquarters Support 
Unit. Yes, it's true to say insanity 
spreads! 

I expect they all had their own reasons 
for wanting to become "Tough Guys", per- 
haps their leader Jobber had more than 
a little to do with it. 

And perhaps they gave him more than 
a passing thought, as they subjected 
themselves to the military assault 
course, complete with barbed wire, 

EPSA annual meeting 
AT the annual meeting of 
Essex Police Sports 
Association, the following 
were appointed as respective 
section secretaries. 

The following are the 
2001/2002 secretaries. The 
Croker Cup status is signified 
with (C), while suspended 
sports are followed by (S): 

Athletics, Pc Laurie 
Rampling, Grays (C); Angling 
Fly, Pc Tony Lewis, Great 
Dunmow; Angling 
Freshwater, Pc Graham 
Garnham, Bocking Dog 
Section, Mobile Support 
Division (C); Angling Sea, Pc 
Dave Clark, Hadleigh (C); 
Badminton, Pc Richard 
Edwards, Maldon (C); 
Billiards, Det Insp Peter 

Orpe, Braintree (C); Bowls, 
PS Perry Funnell, HQ (C); 
Cricket, Det Insp Richard 
Argles HQ; Vets Cricket 
John Stonehouse, HQ; Cross 
Country, Pc Mick Bond, 
Maldon (C); Cycling, Pc 
Graham Snellin, Great 
Dunmow; Darts, Pc Paul 
Bates, Leigh (C); Football, to 
be advised (suspended); Golf, 
Pc Nick Padmore, Harlow 
(C); Hockey, Supt. Sue 
Harrison, HQ (S); Ladies' 
Football (S); Netball, DC Sue 
Clark, Canvey Island (C); 
Orienteering, PS Dave 
Birkett, Chelmsford; Rugby, 
Pc. Paul Daly, Mobile 
Support Division (C); Sailing, 
Insp. Tony Britten, EPTC; 
Shooting (S); Skiing, Pc Tab 

Hunter, Camera Enforcement 
Office; Snooker, Insp Peter 
Orpe, Braintree (C); Squash, 
Pc Adrian Bunting, Southern 
Road Policing Unit (C); 
Swimming, Pc Chris 
Mathlin, Basildon (C); Table 
Tennis, DC Mark Bloxham, 
Southend SOC (S); Tennis, 
Stu Bowman, HQ (C); 
Triathlon, PS Peter Bryan, 
Western Road Policing Unit; 
Volleyball, Pc Karen 
Brimson, Epping; Walking, Pc 
Steve King, Copford (C). 

Those sections wishing to 
enter the 2001i2002 competi- 
tion who are currently sus- 
pended should notify John 
Stonehouse of their inten- 
tions as soon as possible, on 
58888. 

Lottery 
WINNERS of the February 
draw are: £1,500 Mrs SC 
Ding, retired; £1,000 Pc 
Stephen Harris, Rochford; 
£500 Pc Jason Malone, Grays; 
£300 Susan Coley, FIR; £200 
Ds Simon Tolliday, 
Chelmsford SOC; £100 Pc 
Terry Irving, EPTC. 

Consolation prizes of £50 go 
to: Pc Stephen Howard, 
Saffron Walden; Carol 
Liddiard, South Ockendon; 
Mr RW Booth, retired; Daniel 
Brewington, Chelmsford; 
Jennifer Lamoureaux, 
Thurrock CJD; PS Gary Lane, 
Southend; Brian Ladd, Traffic 
Management; Supt Julian 
Field, Colchester; Pc Ian 
Robertson, North Road 
Policing Unit; Mrs P Byford, 
retired. 

winners 
The result of the January 

draw was: £1,500 Pc John 
Simpson, Northern Road 
Policing Unit; £1,000 Pc Ian 
James, Clacton; £500 Pc 
Stephen Wynn, Wickford; 
£300 Mr Neil Brook, retired; 
Pc Peter Wood, FIR; £100 
Mary Brassett, Admin 
Services, HQ. 

The following received £20 
consolation prizes: Pc Susan 
Keefe, Witham; Pc John 
Woolaston, Chelmsford; 
Geoffrey Butler, Braintree; 
Elizabeth Preston, Southend; 
Supt Jacqueline Cheer, 
Stansted Airport; Insp 
Malcolm Ding, Clacton; Julie 
Askem, Southend; DC Terence 
Lambert, Clacton; Pc Jane 
Ball, FIR; Pc Nicole Leeder, 
South Woodham Ferrers. 

Gang' get tough 
THE competition to find the "Tough Guy" of 2001 attracted thousands of competitors, including 

nine Essex Police officers. LAURIE RAMPLING was there to witness the crazy goings-on and 
sends us this report. 

smoke, thunderflashes, mud, You name it, this event had (if totally mad) achievemek 
mud and more mud. it. and I feel certain many of 

Freezing icy water (which I I only hope it was all worth them will be there again next 
personally witnessed being it. I'm certainly glad I was year. 
broken prior to the event), only the driver. Good luck to them. Just  
rope bridges, then more mud Having said that, I salute don't ask me to join them - 
and icy water. them all. A truly magnificent apart from driving. 
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I membership 

annual knockdown price of between £20 and £25 you can In the meantime if you 
just £320. join any health club on the want a member of the Golf 

Fees Health Force selection list. Force or Health Force team to 
The LA Fitness chain has contact you ahead of the 

This membership will also already signed up to the launch then leave details on 
entitle you to reduced green scheme and ordinarily you their website www.golf- 
fees of Just £10 at  any other would have to pay them a force.com. 

4 

INTO BATTLE - lnsp Vic Wallace (aka The Boss) leads his troops into battle dur- 
ing the gruelling "Tough Guys" Challenge. He was joined by eight other Essex 
Police officers for this test of strength, stamina and endurance. Full report and 
more pictures on page 11. 

Hockey men in PAA final 
i 

ESSEX Police Men's This was a great achieve- improve upon winning 
Hockey Team have ment on behalf of the the P.A.A plate final last 
reached the national force by all those year. Anyone interested in 

' P.A.A. finals in the cup involved, especially in joining the. team can con- 
after beating Gloucester light of the difficulties in tact either Pc Jamie 
6-1 in the regional finals. getting time off for force Gingell at Thurrock, or Pc 

sport. Gareth Oats ( Capt. ) at 
& The team now aims to Southend. 

golf course in England and 
Wales that is on their list. 

To date over 60 courses 
across the country have 
signed up and this is expected 
to total 110 by the time the 
scheme goes live in the 
Spring. 

And quantity doesn't 
negate quality as members 

joining fee and a monthly 
sum of £49 for unrestricted 
access. 

A number of country clubs 
have also signed up and nego- 
tiations are underway with 
some major players which 
will lead to an extensive 
national network by the com- 
pany's Spring launch. 

The offer is currently only 
open to members of the Essex 
Police Sports Association and 
their immediate family over 
the age of 18, so if you want to 
take up the offer but aren't a 
member you need to contact 
John Stonehouse on 01245 
491491 ext 58888 to find out 
how to join. 

Clear £20,000 of existing credit for as little as f 163 per month 

Imagine, just one low payment and money to spare 

f 10,000 - f 100,000 repayable over 5-25 years 

Typical example: Borrow £20,000 X 120 months = £248.96 per month. 
Total Repayable £29875.20 

eb 
ARROW FINANCE 

Typical example Borrow £ 10,000 X 60 months = £214.58 per month 
Total Repayable £ 12874 80 FINANCE INDUSTRY STANDARDS 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 

0800 - 24 30 24 
Friendly personal service 8am - 8pm everyday, 

including weekends 

Members o f  the Corporation 
of Ftnance Brokers 

FISA 
r e ~ i r r e r e d  

Loans are secured on property and subject to status, lncludlng credlt scorlng and property equity The above terms are available up to 100% 
of property value We also arrange loans up to 125% of property value, on sl~ghtly different terms The rate of interest offered by our bankers 
will reflect your own personal circumstances The typical rate of interest for all our loans including those up to 125% of propelty value IS 

currently 10 9% APR 
FOR A WRITTEN QUOTATION, WRITE TO ARROW FINANCE, FREEPOST, SHIRLEY, SOLIHULL B90 1BR 
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 


