THE NEWSPAPER OF THE ESSEX

AND SOUTHEND-ON-SEA JOINT CONSTABULARY

Pay day
~ farce

WAS IT a snatch or had the prices and incomes policy
cut wages back to nil ? The situation was embarrassing
to say the least when all the police pay cheques went
astray last month. While penniless coppers up and down
the county were wondering how to make ends meet a
frantic search was going on for the missing transfer
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THE RECORDS GO

MUSCLE man Lionel
Thomas outlifted everyone
in the opposition to win
the P.A.A. mid-heavyweight
weightlifting championship
at Wanstead in April. Not
only that but he created
four new records in the
process.

All this he has achieved
with no *“time off for
sport.” He trains in his own
time and took annual leave
to compete in the cham-
pionships.

Thecompetition consistéd
of three lifts, press, snatch
and clean and jerk. Lionel’s
press poundage was 245
raising the record by 25Ib.
He then put 15lb. on the
snatch record raising it to
220. Then to make it a
hat-trick he put up a new
weight in the clean and
jerk but here had to be
content with sharing the
new best with another
competitor.  Both lifted
285lb.

When all the weights
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were added together Lionel’s
total was also a record at
his weight. The mid-heavy
section has a top limit of
l4st. 2'21b. Five weeks

-before the contest Lionel

had a scare when he found
himself tipping the scales
at 15st. 3lb. but some
strenuous training got rid
of over a stone and he
weighed in just under the
limit.

He trains six times per
week, three hours each ses-
sion, and road running,
flexibility exercises and
actual lifting all
part.

Next competition
be the Home Counties
Championships ~ with a
reward of taking part in
the British Championships
if he can get up to the
standard weight.

Lionel Thomas’ dedicated
training schedule is paying
off. Members of other
sections could well take
a leaf from his book.
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slips.

The credit transfer slips,
en route from the Co-op
Bank to the central clearing
house in London, got lost
on British Railways. A
lengthy teleprinter message
flashed round the Force
warning members of the
situation that might face
them if they wrote too
many cheques.

Federation comment by
secretary Stan Smith was

that this was *“the. last
straw.” Junior ranks in
particular were likely to

find themselves in difficul-
ties, but no one has much
left in the bank on pay
day, and many members
of the Force wait for the
15th to be able to pay up.

Finance office said:
“ Well, thank goodness it’s
not our fault.” Indeed, it
seemed to be no one’s fault.
It could have happened to
anyone.

Later another T.P.M.
was circulated advising the
copperless  constables of
Essex to take their own
pay advice slips to the bank
manager who would un-
doubtedly allow them an

overdraft while things were
sorted out. Will such over-
drafts cost money ?

This will depend on the
bank concerned but a repre-
sentative of one of the big
banks said: “ The number
of days involved and the
amount would make the
charge very small. We
would probably waive it.
If any of your chaps notice
we have charged him, it
is done on a computer, let
us know and we’ll see
something is done about
it.”

By Monday, May 19,
it was all sorted out and
new transfer slips had been
issued by the Treasurer’s
Department. Then the
originals turned up.

Was there any chance,
we asked, of both the
originals and the duplicates
being credited to our
accounts. “Not a chance
of that,” say finance office,
but if anyone suddenly
finds his account fuller than
he thought he would be
well advised not to spend
the: money. What can
happen one way can happen
in reverse.
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| Queen Earley Bird

#

Jennifer Earley, featured in last months “ Law ” poses regally at the

top. Jennifer is Chelmsford Carnival Queen. When we asked her when
the carnival was she said, “1 don’t know.” Which just goes to show,
it’s not what you know ...

hits

ONE of the miracles of this
modern age arrived in the head-
quarters canteen recently. By
putting in coins and pressing a
button one can receive a beverage.
The trouble is that the penny must
precede the threepenny bit, then
one must select the right button,
after waiting for the money to
drop. The result is that the
machine works better than the
customers. There are frequent
hold-ups. Of course, those in the
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know recognise the trouble. The
little man with the teapot who
sits inside the machine looks out
of the window in the front and
sees the lovely legs — that is when
you get the cup. without the tea,
or, more difficult, the tea without
the cup. Pictured by Les Brand,
Jackie White, of Baddow, 21 last
week, and a typist in Road Safety,
enjoys a cup of coffee-with-choco-
late. Or was it sugar-with-milk
or soup-with-tea ?

B joined

JOE LAMBON, whose
face must be the best known
of any in the Force, retires
in a few days after a total
of nearly 29 years service.
He goes on age limit.
Joe, a native of Dedham
Constable’s  country,
the -Police War
Reserve in September, 1940,
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.and was stationed at head-

quarters. In 1947 he trans-
ferred to the regular Force.
By then he was already in-
stalled in the recruiting
office and practically every-
one coming into the Force
since the war must have
passed = through  Joe’s
hands.

JOE GOE

His kindly good humour
in face of extreme provo-
cation from candidates
uninitiated into police ways

"of doing things is an object

lesson to all.

It is good to know that
his monthly visit to Chelms-
ford Court for the purpose
of having his little flock
sworn in is to continue.
Because Joe’s job has been
civilianised. We can be sure
that the Federation Con-
ference resolution on the
subject of civilianisation
did not have Joe in mind.

Joe asserts that over the
years he has shepherded
3,000 people into the Force.

























