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A close-up of the VASCAR apparatus showing the visual indicator
screen from which the operator can gain an &mediate reading of
the suspect vehicle's speed.
THE LATEST piece of equipment described in some quarters as a box of
tricks - to be brought into use to
promote law and order on the roads
was unveiled at Headquarters last
month.
Its name, Visual Average Speed
Computer and Recorder, has naturally,
being American, shortened to VASCAR.
-1t wal make easier and safer the task of
detecting drivers who break the speed
limit.
No matter in which direction the
suspect vehicle, or the police car is
travelling, the computer measures its
speed over a set distance and comes up
with an immediate average speed which
can be read off a screen.

used by forces there. Essex-Southend
have been evaluating the apparatus for
Home Office, have given it trial runs on
behalf of other forces, and will be the
first to use it operationally.
Chief Supt. Harry Smith, in charge
of Traffic Division, says that because
of the cost of the device, f 580 each, the
force will not embark on a major
installation programme just yet. Only
one is currently in use, mainly in South
Essex.
Mr. Smith said that warnings would
be issued at first together with a leaflet
explaining the equipment. "We feel' that
the more people who know of this the
greater will be its deterrent value," he
said. "We are not out to fill the courts."
Constable Dave Jennings, who has
used the apparatus says of the reaction
of motorists clocked by VASCAR, "I
wouldn't say they were hostile - more
amazed." -

And this revolutionary device fits
easily into a patrol car and weighs only
811b. VASCAR was developed in the
G i t e d States in 1966 and- is widely

PERMANENT UNDER SECRnARY
TS HEADQUARTERS.

AFTER A VISIT to Chelmsford Jail in the morning and lunch with the Chief
Constable, Sir Arthur Petersen, Permanent Under Secretary of State.. Home (Office
spent an afternoon at Headquarters and Chelmsford Police Station during August.
His tour of H.Q. began, as these visits will, at the Cadet
by senior officers concerned with training. Our picture, r
Essex Chronicle, shows from the left, the Chief Constable,
the Cadet Commandant.
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Electronic device to
aid enforcement.

ckles
H.Q.
TWENTY years after
he was the leader of
the
successful
expedition to Mount
Everest Lord Hunt,
Chairman
of the
Parole Board visited
Police Headquarters
last
month.
The
purpose
of
this
expedition was to
explain the prison
parole system, under
which
certain
prisoners may be
released before the
end of the term to
which
they
were
originally sentenced,
to members of the
Force and to get their
reaction to it.
The
selected
audience
included
personnel from each
division including all
the federated ranks
and a frank and useful
exchange of views
took place. Lord Hunt
is pictured arriving at
Police Headquarters.
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;I The
interior view of Dave Jennings' patrol car shows the centrally, I
mounted
occupying only a small space and within easy l
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reach for the driver to operate. Pictures by Essex Chronicle.
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Maplin and the Force
ANY CONSIDERATION of what Maplin will mean
to the Force must be coloured by the situation of the
individual. Policemen stationed at Harlow may view
the project with some detachment though they may be
peripherally involved depending upon the route of the
access motorway. At Clacton there is the prospect of
eventually being close to the landing flight path.
Rut it is those policemen currently serving south of
the Crouch and who have bought homes there who are
immediately affected. Residing as we do at South
Woodham and Canewdon on the banks of the Crouch
we must confess to some personal involvement but
have tried to stay close to fact on the centre pages.
From a purely professional point of view the
possibility of an establishmental fifty per cent rise in
our strength should be greeted with enthusiasm. Over
the period Maplin will take to complete and come to
full working, normal retirements will take most of our
vresent "white collar" officers out of the Force. With a
possible drastic increase in our strength over this
period the opportunities for advancement will be even
better than in the bonanza time of the 1969
reorganisation.
But it will be a time of upheaval, of scrambling
about, policing mushroom towns of fifty thousand
'souls from "temporary" premises - older oEcers will
remember the wooden huts - because Maplin's
growth will inevitably be faster than ours.
Neither the Defenders of Essex nor the apologists for
Whitehall should consider they have an ally in The
Law. After all the "Strategic Plan for the South-East"
accepted by the Government in 1971 envisaged a
population growth of 270,000 for South Essex, not
far short of the "Maplin induced" figure, so we do
not think too much should be blamed on the project.
We might have had all the upheaval anyway - and
still could even if Maplin is killed.
But what a challenge!

A game of chance
ONE ALWAYS wonders with inventions like
VASCAR, featured on page one, whether the
marketing experts first think up a memorable and
easily pronounceable abbreviation by which to call it
and then invent a name to justify the letters, or the
other way round. But this is a chicken or egg question.
Either way we cannot help but think how far
removed is the Visual Average Speed Computer and
Recorder from the early days of motoring when
policemen would lurk round corners armed with a
stopwatch. It seems a pity that such sophisticated and
costly aids must be thrown into the fight to save the
motorist from himself when the money and time could
be spent - as irate motorists still tell us from time to
time - more profitably, perhaps, in fighting serious
crime.
The trouble is that in the stopwatch era the business
of catching speeders became a game of chance
between the police and drivers and the Englishman's
love of gambling has kept it at this level ever since.
No doubt sociologists have a clever phrase for it but
most people do not look upon speed regulations as
real law and consider defying them not as real
lawbreaking.
Perhaps the new apparatus will help - though it
can do no more - to take some of the chance out of
speeding. At present the motorists knows he is safe
unless the police are on his tail. In future such peace
of mind will be denied him. As Constable Jennings
said, motorists checked by VASCAR were not
hostile, "more amazed."
Quite clearly a strenuous publicity campaign can
be very effective. If Mr. Driver has in the back of his
mind the thought that he may be VASCARed from
some unlikely direction every time his speed goes over
the limit perhaps his efforts to comply with the law
will be a little more strenuous.

Charity begins at home
HOPE FOR THE fqtwe will be fostered among
supplicants to this year's promotion advisory board by
the fact that the promotions featured on the back page
of this issue are made from Force personnel. The two
positions not yet filled, those of chief inspectors at
Maldon and Southend, have been advertised but still
within the Force only. A far cry from the days when
every post was put on offer nationwide and when far
more seemed to come into the Force on promotion
than went out. In these difficult times in the promotion
field it is good to know that charity still begins at
home. And again, it makes the buzzes and rumours so
much easier to start when things are more predictable.

S h e d saga
c ontinues
Dear Ed~tor.
I am writing this letter 10 you 10
say that 'Bcrt' and his wife Enid
have arrived safe and sound in
'Terra Australis' and looking.
bel~cvc me. a picture of health: a
little slimmer but very fit.
I had the thrill of being able to
fly across to Perth from Melbourne
(2.500 milcs) to surprise them as
they docked and what a surprise it
was and a great 're-union for us all.
Thev -.
struck the
usual red tane re
~~~.
the Gchicle landing - it had i o be
sprayed against bugs and any other
foreign matter beforc they could
use it here in Australia.
They were very thrilled at being
herc and wc had a great time sight
\wing
we visited a winery and
Dear Chief Instructor,
sampled some of thc local brews
I am writing to you from a quiet and vintages. Bert was very taken
corner of my lonely beat because 1 at the price of a bottle of vintage
fecl that you are the only one I can port ($1.20) about 50 pence
turn to. You did say that 1 would sterling. but I assure you our local
find that my shift sergeant would wine is terrific and can stand up to
be a constant source of help to me quite a lot in the world. From Perth
but I don't know where I've gone they were going to head down to
wrong.
the south west corner of Australia
l was always brought up to hang
my coat on the floor or the nearest
table but my sergeant doesn't seen1
to agree with this. He found mv
uniform coat lying on his sergeants'
desk and he 'almost exploded.
1 haven't becn able to find my
coat since.
When I explain that he weighs
20 stone and thinks nothing of
dealing with five yobs together at
the same time, you will understand
that I have no alternative but to
shiver on nights. My sergeant is
known by all and sundry as Uncle
Bill but he doesn't treat me like a
nephew.
Please help me - an early reply
would be appreciated especially a s
Autumn is nearly here.
Your ever zealous ex-student
Now known as Eiegl the bleed~ng
Bugle (This is what he calls me.)

Uncle Bill
doesn't
love him

~

-

WE DO not know who this letter
was really intended for, but it fell on
our desk and gave such a graphic
picture of life "downstairs" in a
certain seaside station of the Force
that we print it as an object lesson
to all young men who hang, their
coats on uncle's desk. - Ed.

Bert and Enid stocking up at the Valencia Winery in Western Australia.
to places like Banbury, St George's talk is like a travelogue unfolding,
S o u n d , A l b a n y . E s p e r a n c e . the people the). met have becn
Koolgardie. Kalgoolie (famous for wonderful to thcm and they have
gold), then back to Perth. Then off madc many friends so far and no
up north to Geraldon, Broome, doubt by the time they leave
Wyndham, Exmouth. Kunnunurra Australia they will have made
on the Orde River (a government many more.
I havc enclosed a couple of
project for growing cotton), thcn on
to Darwin, then south to Alice photographs that you may find
Springs. Ayers Roch etc. There we useful to Ict their many friends in
will meet again for 1 am on holiday the forcc know that they are still
in September and we will meet in verv much with us. The picture of
the Alice and havc a few beers and Albert and Enid was taken outside a
winery in Western Australia (called
travel the outback a while.
They. Bert and Enid, have had a Valencia) and they are holding
fantastic trip and just hearing them some of our purchases. I have also
enclosed onc of the jolly old war
horse they are travelling in to show
that it has maqe tthe.journey very
well.
I have many friends in the force
herc in Australia and they are
looking forward to meeting Bert, 1
am connected with scouting herc
and 1 know most of them through
this. I was hoping that Bert and
Enid would have been herc in
Melbourne to sec our Gang Show
(Ralph Reader) which we are
putting on in the month of August;
it is our 21st show and it would
have been a great thrill for me to
have had a member of my own
family in the audience to see it.
On going back through this letter
I seem to have raved on but I do
hope you will be able to glean
something out of this. So without
much more ado I shall close this
episode of the Sherwin Saga with every good wish to you and
the rest.
Yours sincerely,
JOHN SHERWIN.
P.S. Many thanks for the papers
Old faithful resting before tackling the outback.
they have been well read.
~~

-~

~

Clock-watching will
remind Geordie of HQ

Perspicacity:
is it enough?

Dear Sir.
Arc your readers aware that the
prison service engage in cunning
ploys to confusc young constables.
We had a prisoner. a van and a
civilian drivcr.
We are probationers and
thcreforc insist on being mollycoddled and wet-nursed as every
so.
one claims we are anyway
all we had to do was to turr to the
civ~lian driver
and
say.
'Penlonvillc.'
Now rumour has it that this
civilian driver was once a lance
corporal - and they don't come
much higher than that!
At Pcntonville the prison officer
informed us that thc warrant was
madc for Pentonville. We awarded
him- 10 merit
marks
for
PERSPICACITY and started to
make thc required 'handing over'
noises. Then he said. 'This is
Wormwood Scruhs mate.' We
then made a most intelligent
remark
we are two bright I
voune orobationers. one time
As published in last month's Law Geordie alias Mrs. Margaret
~edg'&hhrne's Bright
Young
Whiteman has retired. Our picture shows her receiving a clock from Mr.
Things so we were bound to say
something intelligent. We said,
Kelly, A.C.C., with the Deputy Chief Constable, Mr. Duke and the
'Are you sure?' (How was that
Headquarters Canteen Manageress, Mrs. Hehn, looking on.
Mr. Hedgethorne?) f-le wasn't
Mrs. Whiteman said, "I shall be sorry to leave but the time must
FOR T H E PAST sixteen years Sid
going to fool us, trying to tell us and Gladys Millington have been come for all of us to go. Every time I look at the clock it will remind me
that Pentonville was Wormwood collecting. It started off as an of all the good times and good friends I have made whilst at
Scrubs, but he still wouldrl't take interest of their son Steven and it Headquarters."
our nice prisoner. Then we had a developed into what one might call
Mr. Kelly, in making the presentation said, "It will be a great loss to
problem. What could we say to a mania.
the canteen staff and many of'ficers have lost the presence of a good
the civilian driver? It was no good
Collecting what? Anything to do friend in Mrs. Whiteman, but we hope that she will visit us from tilfie to
saying
Pentonville,
because with league football teams. A room time s o that we don't lose touch.
obviously he thought that's where of their house is now taken over by
we were. But we did try it and it their collection of programmes,
worked. obviously all prisons. to badges, pennants, rosettes, cuff- the grounds that he and his family covering every league team. Their
him
are
Pentonville
and links, ash trys and even a pair of have been to. Yes even the dog, oldest and one of the most prized is
eventually one is bound to arrive knickers with the Tottenham 'Butch' g w s along, and is probably an Everton programme from 1908.
at the right prison.
emblem embroidered on the leg.
the most avid canine football The total number of programmes at
Signed,
Sid retired from the Southend supporter, having visited every first the last count passed the 14,000
T H E PRISON ESCORTS Borough Force in 1966 and prior div!sion football ground except mark and they are still on the look
to hls retirement had been a keen two.
out for more.
football player having represented
The grounds, Stoke and
Sid, who lives at 8 Vickers Road,
THlS plaintive cry came to us
his force on numerous occasions. Newcastle, the Millington family Eastwoodbury,
pleasid to hearSouthend,
from collectors
is always
of
partly in connection with other
Now working for Custom and hope t o visit in the forthcoming
work w e d o p a r t - t i m e a t
Excise in Southend he keeps his season.
. a.n d h a s m a n y
similar items
Headquarters. This little tale just
T1-.. ^
interest in the onmp and h%. U m-goes to show that intdipml
-

Only two
grounds left

--

for Sid,
Glad and
Butch

--,l

--
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Warm work reorganising Qatar Police

September, 1971, and in February,
1972, in a bloodless
Dower
was transferred to the present "ler
Shaikh Khalifa bin Hamad
Thani.
The population is estimated at
15,000of which
live in the
only town of any size, the capital,
Doha.
The state is very wealthy, the oil

'

pouring forth the
highest quality crude oil in the
world.

Organisation

(be police

Overall security of the country is
maintained by the Public Security
Department comprising the Police,
Air Arm, Sea Arm and the Army.

The author and Mr. Gregory visit an oil installation to assess security.
The Qatar State Police was, and
There is a distinct division
still is, paramilitary in nature and between officers and other ranks.
has an establishment of nearly The officers are recruited direct to
the rank and whilst British officers
3,000.
The Commandant of police is still occupy the key positions, there
Shaikh Hamad bin Jassim A1 Thani, is a rapidly increasing trend to
the 24-year-old nephew of the replace them with Qataris.
Ruler. His cousin, of similar age, is
Commander in Chief of the Army. Conditions of service
The Force, as in this country, is
The conditions of service of
organised in territorial and
specialist divisions but includes off-cers and other ranks vary
both the Prison and Fire Service. considerably.
Ranks too are similar but with
~h~
are mostly
a p r e f e r e n c e f o r m i l i t a r y foreigners from pakistan, saudi
t e r m i n o l o g y a n d w i t h t h e Arabia and other ~ i d d l ~
additional ranks of Corporal and
The majority of these are
Warrant Officer.
shurti (Constables).
The shurti work the three basic
shifts with no days off. They are
allowed several weeks holiday each
year which tend to be saved and
of their three.year
taken at the
contract of service.

l
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Traffic bivision officers deal
with the usual types of offences.
One particular power is of interest.
When the rider of a moped, motor
cycle or cycle is reported for a
traffic offence the vehicle is seized
by the Traffic Officer and only
returned to the owner at the
conclusion of court proceedings.

C.I.D.
SWDI
^"*"lA

relation to road trafic iincluding the
issue of driving licences, vehicle
licences (=fl per annum) and the
testing of vehicles - each time a
vehicle is s d d it must be inspected

from the manual produced by this
Force.
The operation of the personal
radio scheme represents the
completion of only the first phase
of a programme which, when
completed, will provide Qatar with
a most up to,date communications
system using equipment not yet
introduced fully into the United
Kingdom.

The C.I.D. was organised on Conclusion
usual lines with back up scenes of
crime officers.
The object of the visits to Qatar
~h~ crime rate though increasing
was not high and the detection rate was to advise on the reorganisation
running at
per cent gave no of the police force.. The intention
cause for concern.
was not of course to create a U.K.
based police force but to advise on
police techniques.
Port and Marine Mvldon basic
In just 2+ months there is a real
limit on what can be achieved.
The suppression of illegal However, all we set out to do was
immigration and smuggling is in fact done including - the
carried out by the Port and Marine introduction of a personal radio
Division using a fleet of dhows of scheme in the capital; the planning
various sizes. Sails have been of the national VHF network with
discarded in favour of large Perkins a well equipped Command Room;
diesel engines giving the large the establishment of a Police

arise from time to time.

constable in this force would

across our path. Traffic in Qatar
moves on the right. The driver on

fall on to car's bonnet and thence through the windscreen, ;suaily wi&
fatal results to both camel and car occupants.

Uniform branch

On another occasion we were

Arabic and then commenced to
ride his motor cycle in a figure of
eight, never moving out of second
gear and giving at appropriate
times slowing down and turning

clumsy looking vessels a good turn Driving School; the complete
of speed.
revision of initial training; the
appointment of a Transport officer
to deal with the large vehicle fleet;
Communications
the establishment of a 999
emergency system (in fact a 4444
Police radio communications s y s t e m ) ; t h e b u i l d i n g o f
were a high priority and approval communications/traffic posts on
was given for a personal radio the main road routes; the equipping
scheme for the capital, Doha, and a of traffic and other patrol vehicles
complete VHF network for the with s t a n d a r d c o n e s , f i r e
country on plans prepared with the extinguishers, signs, first aid boxes,
assistance of the Home Office flashing lights and Bardic lamps;
Directorate
of
T e l e - and a host of other minor changes
most of which were readily
communications.
The personal radio scheme, acceptable to the Commandant of
using Burndept 3 channel UHF Police.
radios with MASCOT integrated
Apart from their official nature
radio control consoles, is now these visits provided a unique
operating. Six separate radio opportunity to live in an Arab
channels are available which country for a prolonged period thus
should be more than enough for gaining an insight into a way of life
so'different in pace and style to our
present and future needs.
The training of radio operators own, and experiencing the excellent
for the Control Room presented hospitality of the people of Qatar.
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Safari to darkest Thund
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Public service
pensions
It was announced in the daily
press on Saturday, August 18 that
i n c r e a s e s in P u b l i c S e r v i c e
Pensions had been agreed to take
effect on December 1, 1973. The
increase will be 9.3 per cent. This
was foreshadowed in our last
bulletin and the increase also
relates to widows, and dependants
and is due to an increase, based
on the change in the retail prices
index between June 1972 and June
1973. T h i s increase is very
acceptable but with the everincreasing cost of living it seems
the pensioner will never catch up.
Quite a considerable amount is
already swallowed up in the cost of
living, not to mention the Income
Tax man. However, the Public
Service Pensioners Council is
striving to find a more suitable
calculus in determining the increase
in relation to the real purchasing
power and to this end we are ever
hopeful.

Annual CO-iference,
1973
A Committee Meeting is being
held on August 25 to discuss the
agenda for the Conference and
your delegates, Walter Pope and
Stan Joslin, will be briefed with our
views. We know they will give a
good account of their stewardship
and a brief resume of their report
will be included in our next column
in "The Law" in due course.
It is too early to assess the
numbers who will be attending our
"get-together" on September 29 but
it is hoped that at least 100
pensioners and their wives will be
able to make it. Unfortunately the
Chief Constable and Mrs.
Nightingale will be abroad and
therefore unable to be with us, but
the Deputy Chief Constable, J.
Duke Esq., and Mrs. Duke, will be
our guests.
I have received a request from
ex-Det. Chief Insp. Stan Edwards,
who runs a Security Management
Consultants Service for casual and

1
1
1

I

I
1

I
I
I
I
I

I
I
L

1
I
I

17th
AUGUST
was
a
memorable day for the
crew of 513. The early
turn crew of a traffic
driver and Wpc (who
wish to remain nameless)
had an informative
message to deliver. The
address was, however,
rather vague, but was
eventually traced to a
caravan behind some
stables in Thundersley.
513 drove into the stables
and left their vehicle to
make enquiries with two
girls cleaning stables
about 75 yards the other
side of a large gate. The
girls gave directions
which involved the crew
returning to their vehicle.
On walking back the
crew soon became aware
that they were being
followed. A quick survey
l m l l l l l - 1 - = -

of the situation revealed a
group of about 10 noisy
geese making great speed
behind them. Sensing
trouble the crew increased
their speed, the crew
moved faster but still the
geese were making up
ground rapidly. By this
time the crew were
walking at a speed which
would win them first prize
in any race. Howe'ver, the
geese were now snapping
attheirlegs.Onreaching

the gate and opening the
catch they realised the
gate opened towards them
which forced them to
reverse into the geese
before squeezing through
the gate. However, by this
time one of the geese was
pulling a t t h e Pc's
treusers.Atlastoutofthe
gate a sigh of relief was
breathed, but only a
moment later it was
realised the geese were
coming through the

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 m m 1 1 1 1 m = -

part-time security personnel or
Store Detective personnel. The
request is a l s o open t o cxpolicewomen who might like a little
store detective work on occasions.
Mr. Edwards operates throughout
Essex and also across the border in
Suffolk.
Anyone interested should
contact him at 10 Queen Anne
Gardens, West Mersea, Colchester.
C 0 5 8BJ (tel. West Mersea 3395).
By the way Stan tells me he is
registered with the Essex County
Council as an employment agency,
also for V.A.T.!
O u r member who raised the
question of accommodation at the
home was not satisfied with the
replics received and the matter has
again been referred to the Joint
Branch Board of the Police
Federation and I understand from
the Secretary that this question will
be discussed at thc next meetine
when the position will be made quite
clear. What is not generally realised
.is the police officcr of today may
b e the police pensioner of tomorrow.

I
bottom of the gate and
were now quite angry.
The crew made a dash for
their vehicle and leapt in,
securing doors and
windows. This whole
spectacular was watched
by the stable girls who
seemed more than slightly
amused at the incident.
The crew's brush with
animals was not to end
there. Later whilst
attending the scene of a
burglary, an Alsatian dog,
belonging t o the
complainant, who had
failed t o c a t c h t h e
intruder, decided to sink
his teeth into the Pc. The
nurses a t Southend
General know where the
bite was, but the Pc
refused to disclose the
location, however, it was
noticed the officer is
reluctant to sit down!
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Joint Force Types No 50
The Angling Section

Delayed action
AN IRISH caller to Woolworth's
said, "You had better get out quick,
I have planted a bomb that will go
off at 12.30." "But it's five to one
now", replied the manageress.
After a pause the Irish voice said.
"~lright'then,you had better maki
that 2.30."

first b e secn by the st
c o n s t r u c t ~ o n work on tl

There ought to be a law against bent pins.
z

ONCE again the Force recl
new members returning fro)
Ex-G.P.O. employee Pete
Dishforth and was followed
Heaysman, an ex-R.A.F. 4
With other occupationsl
Industrial Radiographer
pictured are from left to d
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of
Ir-
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will be necessary to acquire
17:900acresof land f q r n e w
urnan uses an0 a tilrther
9,900 acres for regional u s a ,
making a total of 27.800 acres,

indulges

nobody
o know

i

nearly fifteen Years to reach
THE DEPARTMENT of
this figure, without taking acc o u n t o f t ~ e g r o w t ~ o f o t ~Ie tr h e
Environment's
parts of ~ s s e x r
1 consultation document refers
With numbers such as these l to this area as the Southend
to be accommodated in offices
peninsula. T h i s is the
.and housing one must consider I
the Force planning for thesc 1 "designation area for the
evcntualities.
At Rayleigh thcrc is to be 1 new town," shown on our
built a new Divisional Hcad- 1 map surrounded by the
quarters which will be in I heavy hatched line.
operation by 1976. In plannin::
The map shows existing
this building the Forcc RC- I
search and Planning Depart. I built up areas in black and
*merit, as they do in all proposed Police Offices, cons~dcr
the future as well as the pre- aged for the area.
sent. In fact, they have to atTo meet an unknown nced
tempt to foresee what will be a token provision has becn
rcquired in fifteen years' !in~c. made in the Building Praand therefore havc planned a gramme for a start to be madc
station of very modern de- on a new "Maplin" Station in
sign which will be thc pr~;lc 1978179. Present intentions are
of the Force. Although this that it should bc a sub-divibuilding is only just past the sional station but further conplanning stages the possibil~ty sideration will havc to be giben
of Maplin Airport was con- t o this.
sidered, without reference to
Similarly housing difficullies
the Govcrnment Consultative wi'll be a vroblem to be rnet
Document. Consequently tlit. when, and 'if, Maplin becomes
figures respecting the popula- a reality.
tion this station would servc
At present the Force are
are lower than is now envis- building a few houses in the

existing police prmises are
Will the large Stars show
i n d i c a t e d b y v a r i o u s t h e l o c a t i o n s o f new
symbols described in the divisional headquarters
key.
stations? A D.H.Q. building
at Rayleigh is already under
The shaded areas are way as is a sub-division for
t h o S e d e S i g n a t e d f o r Canvey so we are not far
development. Building on wrong in those cases. Will
this scale could well require t h e B r i t i s h A i r p o r t s
a r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f Authority and Port of
London Authority forces be
divisional boundaries.
South East and whilst most of
the members of the Force residing in this area alreddv own
their own houses, land 1s continuously being sought by the
County Council and the Police
Authority for building pbrposes.
However, such will be the
need for accommodation that
a great deal will have to be
rented from the New Town
Corporation until the Force
can bulld or purchase enough
for the requirements of the
Police in the area. l h i s has
been Force policy ir, the case
of Basildon and Harlow New
Towns.
Having spoken about the
buildings that will be icquired
for the general policiny and
housing of those who are to

no more by then? Perhaps 1
theForcewillhaveaManlinI
--.
r ---Airport Division and a 1
Maplin Marine Sub-division. I
I
As we have said before all I
this is guesswork. planning I
Department won't be drawn I
- indeed they have had I
little time yet. Perhaps, it I
may never happen.
I

gave the density of police to a
mile of motorway.
It was suggested that between
the hours of 8am and 12 midnight there should be a minimum of one police car to every
ten miles of road; and between
the hours of 12 midnight and
8 am there should be a t least
one car to every 20 miles of
road.
Working on the premise that
for each car a minimum of six
officers would be required to
give a twenty-four hour coverage and that the approximate
length of the Maplin motorway
within the Force area is 30
miles, it will need 28 men and
5 cars for the necessary coverage. There would be the necessity of supervisory officers and
all the extra back-up staff. This
sort of staff would come from
the new establishment referred
l to above.
There are on the stocks plans
for a new traffic sub-divisional
station on the A127 a t Rayleigh but one must take into
consideration that the motoris not the conventional
I way
type of motorway. As with any
1 other motorway the necessary
1 police posts would have to be
1 provided.
The policing of the Port of
I l ondon is the statutory responI sibility of the PLA police who
I have already started to consider
what will be necesary if a new
1 deep-water port is built and
1 the Chief Constable has been
I consulted. Similarly the policing of the airport would be the
1 responsibility of the British
I Airports Authority. Neverthesome additional duties, e.g.
1 less,
special branch work would fall
on the Force.
The establishment of such a
I complex
would require emergI ency disaster planning on a
scale which we have not yet
I
1 experienced. There is no reason
to believe that it is beyond the
capabil~tyof an efficient force,
working in conlunction with
other services.
Naturally, this will cost a lot
and there is no present reason
to believe that the financial
basis of the service will be
altered. The ratepayers of Essex
will still have to find half the
I money. However, the County
w ~ l lno doubt be more prosperI ous-we hope.
I The decision whether or not
vroiect shall go ahead is
I the
not for the police; if it does the
I Force will respond readily to
I the
newest
greatest chall
.- Land
:-&,.-.

do the job, how will the
organisation of boundaries tzke
place? This is a m a t k r of conjecture and numerous permutations of ideas could he made.
Will there be one massive
Divisional Headquarters with
sub-divisions the sizc of cur
present divisions, or will indeed, this part of th:: County
break away, become a Mttropolitan area and form its own
Police Force? This seems unlikely.
Although the motorway has
been mentioned in this article
nothing has yet been said about
its policing.
On the recommendations of
an ACPO working party which
advised the Home Office of the
Policing of Motorways, a
formula was tabulated which

-

: HOW FAR WILL MAPLIN ;
m

I

I
I

1
I

I
1
1

RAISE POLICE STRENGTH?:
THE POPULATION of the Essex 61 Southend police
district in June 1972 was 1,316,780. Estimates of the
likely population in the year 2000 vary but a figure of
1,930,000 is possible, a rise of well over half a million.
This allows for the "Maplin induced" increase and also
a continuation of the "natural" Essex growth which
runs, even now, at something like 100,000 per year.
Our figures below show possible police increases to
match population on present police-public ratios. We
have no access to official forecasts and our figures are
guesses. We have ignored the possibility of
regionalisation because Essex will still need the same
strength whether it is a separate Force or some sort of
sub-unit.

I

I

I

Back row: Bill Clark (Billericay), Neil Bartley
(Corringham), Keith Sewell (Rayleigh), Pete Womach
(Harlow), Alan Heaysman (Chelmsford). Middle row:
Stuart Webb (Rayleigh), Rick Mathews (Westcliff), Mick
'Jojo' Brown (Grays), Keith 'Ferret' Mower (Southend).
Front row: Pat Kirby (Westcliff), Laurie Pipe (Benfleet),
Chris Farmer (Epping), Mick Edwards (Epping), and
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A T the end of the football season
with a proposal that a second team
be organised in the Division to
enable all those officers not good
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impact of good manners On tire field

could only earn two third places.
Peter Taylor carried off the 100
mts in 13s by two yards. He has
AT l L F O R D on August 8th the
Walking Section brought to a n end
their most successful year's
competition ever by winning the
Essex League. They did it with a
flourish too, coming from behind
on the last event of a year-long
struggle having been in second
place since last autumn.
The occasion was the Ilford A.C.
one-hour race and both Mike Eldred
and John Hedgethorne took the
chance to exceed the section's
previous best for an hour, Mike
now holding the new mark of 7
miles, 391 yards.
The league programme consists of
12 races varying in length from 2 t o
31 miles, a total of 127 racing
miles. Gathering up a total of 374
pts., John Hedgethorne finished
individual second closely followed
by Denis Sheppard 4th and Barry
Daymond 5th.

T~~~ depleted

team slipped t o 4th. But fourth
place by a depleted team is a great
encouragement for future seasons.
This
could be won next
year.
Over the year the section has
contested the remarkable total of
93 races, an average of 2 races
almost every week. Contests a s
far away as West G e r r n a ~ yand
Glasgow have meant long hours of
travelling but the degree of success
in these far places has meant that
the blue stripes have become W
known.

champion veteran and provincial
walker in the Pplice Long Distance
Championship where the team took
third place.
In a sport where competition is
continuous the end of a good
season merely marks the start of
the next. What of the future?

August was an odd month.
Towards the end in a 3 miles at
Denis
Sheppard
Brighton,
recaptured some of his recently
lost form in taking 4th place in a

schedule and pushed through
beat l0 hours for the 524
n o mean feat with the 100 miles
just around the corner, and one
which
confidence'

improve

essexL~~~~~T~~ scores
T h i s lead was increased t o 17
............... 1509 s h o t after ten e n d s b u t h a d

his I. POLICE
2. Ilford A.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3. Southend A.C. . . . . . . . . . . .
4.
Green A.C. . . . . .

1461 becn reduced t o o n e o f six after
1397 fifteen ends,
I2O2
T h e last part of t h e match
Basildon
. . ' ' ' . . 983 was
very close a n d t h e final
6. Newham A.C. . . . . . . . . . . .
scorc resulted i n a w i n f o r t h e
7. Essex Beagles . . . . . . . . . . .
Associalion by f o u r shots. A
crcdit;~blc result in s u c h c o m individual places and
pany.
Ist, L. Mockett (W.6n
Met.
Scorcs: (Police skips named)
Police), 391; 2nd, J. Hedgethorne, 374: L e e 18-23, Stibbards 18-1 8,
4th. D. Sheppard, 284; 5th, B.
Daymond, 271; 13th, K. Mann, 159; L.
Berry, 118; R. Hammond, 102; M.
Eldred, 99; A. King, 93; T. Williams,
88; I. Brown, 46; M. Faulkner, 36; L.
Britt, 32; B. Jones, 26; G. Matthews,
23; P. Blois, 15; M. Thornton, 7.
llford Hour Raee: 8.8.73
12th, M. Eidred, 7mls 391 yds.
(Force Rec.); 13th, J. Hedgethorne,
7mls 27lyds.; 17th D. Sheppard, 6m
1567yds.; 20th, L. Berry, 6m 1512yds.;
25th, K. Mann, 6m 1009yds.; 28th, B.
Daymond, 6m 916yds.; 39th, I. B,rown,
5m 1260yds. 42 started.
Southern Track Final: 18.8.73
(3000m) 7th, D. Sheppard, 14.50;
8th, M. Eldred, 15.10. (10000m) 7th, J.
Hedgethorne, 5 1 . 3 8 ; 12th, B.
Daymond, 59.38. (2000m) 5th, R.
Sheppard, 10.39; 7th, I. Brown, 10.59,
Team placed 4th.
lwyn 10,000m: 21.8.73
th, J. Hedgethorne, 51.1 1; I lth, D.
eppard, 54.55; 16th. B. Daymond,
.23. 22 started.
"

scores

again thcy got off t o a very
slow start a n d then gradually
pullcd back t h e deficit b u t t o
n o avail, thc final result being
a win f o r the Shell C l u b by
77-74. Scores: Police s k i p s
named) P a r k e r 11-22, T u r n e r
20-13, Birkin 26-13, D a l d r y 1729.
Saffron 'Walden Bowls C l u b
visited Headquarters o n 23rd
August whcn they lost t o t h e
F o r c e team by 66 shots t o 77.

14, G o r h a m 20-9. C a b l e 22-9.
August h a s been a' ,busy
m o n t h f o r t h e section. Not
o n l y have thcy played all t h e
matches reported b u t have also
won t h e i r way i n t o the finals
o f the 5 (S.E.) District P.A.A.
singlc rink a n d triples cornpctitions.
T h e opponents, v e n u e a n d
dates f o r the finals a r e not yet
known, b u t t h e competitors
have d o n e well t o get s o far.

Season starts well for Force X I

Twenty championship races
have been raced, seven at national
level, two Southern, six Essex
County championships and five
police title events.
At a n a t i y a l level the juniors
(18-21) finished 2nd and youths
(16-18) 3rd. Denis Sheppard took
3rd place in the Southern and 2nd
in t h e Essex junior t r a c k
championships; Mike Eldred won a
bronze medal in the Essex senior
3000 mts., and John Hedgethorne a
bronze in the county 50 kilos. The
team placed third in the Essex 20
miles and 4th in the Southern
"Garnet" Cup race.

In Police events Hedgethorne
and Ron Hammond were selected
for British Police, the former was

seemed to have 2nd place well
under control but a fast finish by
Mike Sear (3rd) almost caught hi,m,
both clocking 56.4s.
Andy Down lapped the field in
the 5000 mts looking very strong
- he is in training for the Harlow
Marathon in October - and was

September sees the start
the
1973-74 Essex League campaign,
also the month when Police will
challenge, through Hedgethorne
and Daymond, at the ultra long
100 miles distance. In October the
juniors will contest the national
championships a t Sheffield hoping
t o d o better than last year's silver
medals.

Championship
medals won

British Police
colours

Women Police. This sum was the result of the

the race
Barry Daymond
arrives o n righto on promenade in
under 10 hours for the 52+ miles.
Behind are his handlers, Denis
Sheppard and Ian Brown.

ighton
0,000m)
races:
8th,25.8.73
J. Hedgethorne, 112111
28th, B. Daymond, 130m 33s; (3m
jun.) 4th, D. Sheppard, 25.16; 7th A.
King, 26.26; 12th, M. Faulkner, 28.31.
( l j m boys) 5th, R. Sheppard, 13.02.
London to Brighton: 1.9.73
B. Daymond, 9hrs. 56mins.
4

WALKING SECTION RECORDS
In only one of the 12 commoner distances raced has the record
survived since 1972.
ZOO0 metres:
9m 21.2s, M. Eldred (E. London), 7.7.73
9m 28.6s, D. Sheppard (E. London), 7.7.73
9m 59s, A. King (Vict. Pk.), 2.6.73
3000 metres:
13m 54.4s, M. Eldred (Oxford), 23.6.71
13m 55.6s. D. Sheppard (Chelmsford), 31.5.73
14m 23.4s, B. Jones (Cry. Pal.), 19.4.72
5000 metres:
24m 6.4s, D. Sheppard (Cry. Pal.), 7.5.73
24m 18.6s. B. Jones (Cry. Pal), 29.3.72
24m 42.2s, R. Hammond (Cry. Pal.), 29.3.72
10,000 metres:
50m 06s, M. Eldred (Laarbruck), 25.7.73
50m 35s. D. Sheppard (Nem,ham), 11.4.73
5Om 42s. 3. Hedgcthorne (Laarbruck), 25.7.73
20,000 metres:
;O5m 28s. 1. Hedgelhosne (Laarbruck). 29.7.73
106m 21s, R. Nammond (Chelmsford), 15.4.72
106111 26s. M. Eldred (Vict. Pk.), 12.5.73
50,000 metres:

4hr 52m 2 9 s I. Hedgcthorne (Redditch), 4.8.73
5hr 20m 31s. M. SlackweU (Southend), 16.5.71
Shr 22m 55s, A. King (~outhend),13.5.73

One hour
7m 391yds, M. Eldred (Ilford), 8.8.73
7m 271yds, J. Hedgethorne (Ilford), 8.8.73
7m 72yds, R. Hammond (Hendon), 25.9.71
Five miles:
40m OOs, D. Sheppard (Blackheath), 16.5.73
40m 15s. R. Hammond (Wolverhampton), 16.10.7 1
40m 40s, J. Hedgethorne (Laarbruck), 25.7.73
Seven miles:
56m 49s, D. Sheppard (Imber Ct.), 13.1.73
57m 1Ss, R. Hammond (Enfield), 14.1 1.70
57m 18s. J. Hedgethorne (Hendon), 3.12.66
10 miles:
81m 52s, D. Sheppard (Bexley), 3.2.73
82m 58s, R. Hammond (Chigwell), 26.2.72
83m 53s, J. Hednethorne (Chiewell), 28.2.70
20 miles:
2hr 55m 19s. J. Hedgethorne (Southend), 26.4.71
3hr OOm 22s, R. Hammond (Southend), 22.4.72
3hr 03m 54s, M. EIdred (Southend), 22.4.72
33f miles (Barking-Southend):
5hr 12m 28s, J. Hedgethorne, 13.5.73
5hr 42m 35s. M. Blackwell. 16.5.71
5hr 43m 13s. A. King, 13.5.73

T H E Force Football team opened
the season with a friendly match
against Heybridge.
The standard of football was
high for the first game of the season
and in an even first half Heybridge
took a one goal lead.
In the second half the force team
tried harder and did most of the
attacking. This pressure brought an
equalis~nggoal. The final result was
a I l draw which was an
encouraging start for the team, for
whom fourteen plavers turned uo.
This was followed by another
friendly match against G r e a t
Parndon, on 22 August.
The force put out a slightly
weaker side than the previous week
and the team had only six of the
players from the first game.
The first half was fairly even
with the opposition showing the
occasional flashes of good football
At half time there was n o score.

rn the second half the
opposition put the force side under
a lot of pressure and finished th'e
match with a three goal advantage.
Opening their league challenge on
1st September the Force team
travelled t o Brentwood, where they
were outclassed for the whole of the
match and with one minute to play,,
a scramble in the Brentwood
goalmouth sneaked a point when
one of the defenders put the ball
into his own goal.
Following closely on this a t
Chelmsford the Force met
Marconi's on 5th September.
A strong force team started the
g a m e off briskly a n d t a k i n g
advantage of their superior speed
Tony Bragg took a well timed goal
in the first five minutes. Keeping
up their pressure and, using their
wings t o the best advantage, were
two u p by half time with Bragg
again scoring. This goal came from

a free kick, when John Weatherly
made a dummy run for the near
post, pulling two defenders away
from Tony, leaving him clear to put
the ball into the net.
After half time Bragg again
opened the scoring in the second
half when he headed the ball into
the goalmouth. The opposing
goalkeeper saved the ball but could
not keep hold of it. Following up
Bragg took the rebound and put the
ball into the net.
A long clearance from Bob
Scott in goal and a neat head on to
the feet of Johnny Rhymes brought
a clear shot which produced the
final goal and a good victory
against a b a d tempered team,
whose supporters showed as much
dissent a s the team.
The Force having taken three
points from two matches now lie
equai third in the Essex Olympian
League.
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POLICE GET A WETTING

'Inductionees' catch the sun'

astically altered recruits will now spend one week
HQ prior to their trips to Training Centres and

when a

operator), Ken Ward (student), Keith Watson (panel
beater), Stephen Nutt (Technical assistant), Anne

Canewdon.

against Canewdon but took the first pull after see-

After two straight pulls and a rest of ten minutes

Canewdon village took the next two pulls quite easily,
dragging the Police into the water, which, luckily for
them was at low tide.

1 have just received a very bulky
copy of a report submitted to the
Pay Board by the Joint Central
Committee putting forward a case
for the complete review of police
p a y w i t h i n S t a g e 3 of t h e
Government's pay policy. It is
within the power of the Pay Board
to recommend such a review to the
Government and we shall be
hearing the result of our
proposition in a few weeks time.

to 26 November, members with no
rest d a y s falling within the
Christmas period or who have no
time in hand, will not be able to
have more than one day off if they
work on one of the public holiday
days because they~mustbe paid for
working that day and will only
have one day due, and if they have
the other bank holiday day off they
will not have any further time due

OVERTIME
September's pay cheque will be
the last in which two additional rest
day payments will be made. The
Force is now 193 officers short of

Greene made a total of 404 runs being out only twice.
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Did you see the publication of a
job vacancy on Force Order
B.1841? This offered work as a

degrading advertisement t o be
published and I would hope that a
little common sense is brought to
bear on this subject.

1 located a point known as Fox and

1

Southend-on-Sea.

JOB VACANCIES

Pheasant Corner with relative ease

other Seaside.

requires a new uniform.

