
I The Chief writes 
about recent Joint Consultation 

I ON Monday, 12 May I had the opportunity of accepted and are waiting to join and there is a growing A review of the establishment has been put in hand 
discussing current Force problems with members of the number of applicants. m e  growth rate seems likely to and the Executive Committee has agreed to consider 
Superintendents' Association and the Executive exceed that allowed for in the estimates and I have whether it wishes to make any special poiws. 
Committee of the Joint Branch Board. I hope all the asked the Police Authority if I can exceed this number. 
matters we talked about are of concern to readers of There are, however, very real financial difficulties and 
The Law but the following may give rise to particular we can onlv wait and see what hamens. Naturally, if 

OVERTIME 
- -  - 

interest. the Force grows much more quickly we shall fill-our 

MANPOWER 
Because we have been short of staff it has been 

establishment of 29436 ''Oner than we expected necessary for many people, both Police and civilians, to and we shall have to decide whether the last Additional 
, The recruiting position has improved markedly. Rest Day can be given. I have already said that it will work overtime. Police overtime alone cost an average 

Since February we have taken on 88 recruits and not be this year and this still holds good. me 1 January of £35,000 a month over the past six months, but in 

wastage has been 26. Another 45 candidates have been is therefore the earliest date. March the bill was approaching £60,00O..In the present 
financial situation this bill is erowine too fast and 

Wild West Show-Southend style / First Aid I 

1 STRAIGHT out of the Wild West and into the silly South. S_outhend that is. ~ e o r ~ e  
I Hutchens, a Deputy Marshal of Palmer Lake, a small village in Colorado has been I , visiting P.C. Pat 09Keefe, because of their mutual interest in collect in^ international 

teams 

FIRST AID competitions 
have been plentiful during 
the past few weeks and the 
Force  team have been 
covering themselves with 
glory. 

I n  a b r a n d  n e w  
c o d p e t i t i o n  h e l d  a t  
Southend the Force took 
first and second places with 
the men's team coming top 
and the women's team taking 
the runners-up position, to 
carry off a magnificent 
trophy in the Tom Chaplin 
M e m o r i a l  T r o p h y  
competition, held in memory 
of a prominent first-aider. 

In the Vernon Smith and 
Bernard Shield the team met 
stiffer opposition in the form 
of former Grand Prior 
Finalists Parkeston Quay 
and their old friends (or 
enemies) from Bexford 
Industr ies  and Central  
Electricity Board. This 
competition was won by 
Parkeston Quay followed by 
the Force Men's team with 
the women in fourth place. 

F o r  t h e i r  b e s t  
performance of the year the 
Force men's team waited 

0 . - 

police insignia. --- I until the Casualties Union 
I Pat has more ihan 1,200 i t e ~ s ,  ranging from badges to helmets and truncheons. But I Reg iona l  F ina ls .  T h e  
1 his American coileague has an even bigger selection, representing forces throughout the 1 opposltlon included Suffolk 
/ world. They went on public display in Brisbane, Australia, last year. 1 Police who, only a few 

I The two friends have been in regular contact for the last two years. They send each 1 months ago, Came fifth in the 
1 other taped messages. Police National Finals. 

As recorded elsewhere in this issue Pat is recovering from a motor cycle injury but 1 However, Essex, defending 
I George knows all about the hazards of the job. I their title from 1974, took 
I Whilst on duty in Palmer Lake, he carries a .38 pistol in his holster and in his jeep a I fist place and again reached 
( double barrel shotgun. the National Finals, to be 
1 But George says that he's never had to kill anyone although a few desperate ' held in October of this Year. 

criminals have threatened his life. 1 In the Stour Group Shield 
I George told the reporters that he was feeling the difference in the climate for Palmer I the team again met Suffolk 
1 Lake is 7,200 feet high and surrounded by snow capped mountains with the 1 Police and Parkestofi Quay, 
I temperature usually 80 and 90 degrees fahrenheit at this time of the year. I but whilst managing to get 

I And one big snag he has found this country - the high cost ~f living here. the better of Parkeston they 
He said: "It's certainly cheaper to eat over in America. If you pay 50p for a meal you feel1 to Suffolk, with the 

I i r e  guaranteed a meal, a big one, If it's a beefburger, it's a great big one with all the I ~ ~ ~ e n ' s  team again taking 
I trimmings." 1 fourth place. 
1 But despite our gallbping inflation George is having a terrific time and is moving on [ The men's team are now a 
1 to stay at Coventry, Leicester and Harrogate whilst in the country. force to be reckoned with 
I Picture by Evening Echo. against any team of National 

overtime must be more strictlf contrkled. For this, 
reason new .instructions have been given. I hope 
everybody will see the sense of this now we are getting 
more and more men and women into the Force. 

CIVILIANISATION 

The Executive Committee sought some reassurance 
about the policy of employing retired Police omcers in 
civilian posts and it was suggesteq that there was a 
feeling on the part of Police ofncers that they were not 
given adequate chances of filling posts which they were 
well qualified to hold. Force policy which has been 
agreed with NALGO and the Personnel Department at 
County Hall is that civilian posts are advertised K ithin 
the Force and to some extent in County Hall and that 
some County Hall posts me advertised in Police 
Headquarters. AI1 applicants are treated on their merits 
and there can be no question of earmarking particular 
posts for individuals, either Police omcers or civilians, 

HOUSING OF SINGLE POLICE 
OFFICERS 

Lodgings are becoming rather dlfncult to get in some 
parts of the County. In discussion as to a likely 
solution to the problem, the: Executive Committee 
suggested that single ofllcers should be allowed to live 
at home, that singlemen's quarters could be provided or 
that existing Police houses could be made available for 
single police officers to share. 

It is unlikely that Police houses can be made 
available for single police officers to share as the rapid 

I growth of the Force will produce a demand for their 
l occupation by married men. Provision was made some 
I years ago to build singlemen's hostels but it was 

dropped both on financial grounds and because the 
: single men at the time preferred to live in lodgings. 
I Where appropriate and where the exigencies of the 

Service allow, single men will in future be allowed to 
live at home. 

It would be helpful if members of the Force who 
know of suitable homes where the occupiers are willing 
to accommodate Policemen, would let their superiors 
know. 

CESSPOOLS 
I 

Arrangements are in hand to inspect all cesspools at 1 County Police houses to prevent a repetition of the 
I recent unfortunate tragedy. 
l 

l 

l 
PROMOTIONS 

I It was suggested that there was some uncertainty in 
t the Force as to whether omcers applying for posts 
I advertised in Force Orders would be entitled to 
I removal expenses. It is quite clear that if an oflcer is 
i invited to apply for a post by a paragraph in Force 
I Orders he is entitled to his removal expenses in 
l accordance with Police Regulations. An oflcer 
t applying for such a post upon his own initiative is not 
I necessarily so entitled unless he is required to move 

house. 
















