‘TOP PROBATIONER of the year, winner of the
Bennett Trophy, is P.c. Andy Odell stationed at
Brentwood. In the competition, held on October 31,
Andy topped both the written and oral tests. He is a
former Cadet of the Year and a member of Force
athletics, rugby and first aid teams.

The Peel Trophy for the highest marks in the exam
to Sgt. went to Sgt. Paul Stanley, promoted, perhaps on
the strength of his exam effort and now an instructor at
Driving School. With 12 years service he found it
difficult to study previously because of his 3 young
children. But 1976 saw a determined effort. So did
1977, when he tied for top place in the exam to
Inspector.

Queens Commendations for three

} THREE members of the C.LD.
" were honoured at H.Q. by the
Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Sir
ohn Ruggles-Brise on October
' 20, in recognition of their bravery
. in disarming and arresting a man
' after a shooting incident at Leigh-
on-Sea last year.
Pictured chatting after the
investiture are Sir John, left, and
' from right, Sgt. Roy Donovan,
Sgt. David Bright, and Ch. Insp.
| Peter Croxford. : ‘
| In his speech the Lord
Lieutenant said that when he read
of Officers’ bravery he was
convinced that the police were a
very special case. He went on to
thank members of the force for all
their help and kindness during his
20 years as Her Majesty’s
Lieutenant in the County. Sir
John will retire next August.
More pictures and story, back
page: pictures by Cadet Steve

,ilmott.

Discussions on “multiplier system” to go on

THE long campaign over maximum limit rent allowance, waged by the Federation
since 1975, showed results last month when the valuation of the agreed house, 42 New
Park Road, South Benfleet, was announced.

This gave the premises a rental vaiue of £884 per annum, a figure which persuaded
the Federation to immediately apply to go over to the “multiplier” system of
calculating rent aid. It was in 1975 that the Federation gave notice to the Police

uthority that when the time was right, that is when a majority of members would
benefit by the change, they would seek to go over to the new way of calculating the
allowance.

By the multiplier system there will be no need for individual premises to be valued.
Weekly rent allowance is calculated by taking the rateable value which is then
multiplied by 2.78 (this will be the Essex “multiplier”). The amount of rates and water
rates actually paid is then added and the sum is divided by 52.1666 to give the weekly
amount.

Maximum will not be achieved by all.

The figures accepted by the Federation in respect of the Benfleet house, were rentable
value £884; rateable value £318, giving a rent allowance maximum of £21.79 against
the present maximum of £12.68. This revolutionary increase was enough to ensure that
members would not suffer by the change to the new system.

The Federation having informed the Chief Constable that they accepted the
valuation, he has now informed the District Valuer of this. It was agreed that the
figures would be forwarded to Home Office for scrutiny prior to the meeting of the
Police Authority in December. Provided that all details can be-agreed in advance there
should thereafter be no delay in implementing the new rates.

Says Jim Rodgers, J.B.B. Secretary, “Of course £21.79 will be the maximum. Not
everyone who is on the present maximum will necessarily be on the new one. But single
men will benefit right away because they get half of the maximum.’

Essex now among highest.

Over the years Essex Police, who formerly held a place in the top ten rent allowances
of the 43 forces in the country, fell so far behind as to be among the bottom ten.

“Once ratified, this increase will put us into the top 3 or 4,” says Jim Rodgers,
“which is only right when you think of house prices in Essex.” Neighbouring forces’
maxima are Metro £22.50, Kent £22.00 and Suffolk.£16.40.

Some comparisons showing the difference between the old svstem and the new have
been made. For example if your rateable value is £250 and you pay £181.75 rates and
£21 water rates, you will draw £17.26.per week under the multiplier system as opposed
to £11.89 before.

Figures of £190 rateable value plus £133 and £15.96, would yield £13.00 under the
new system mstead of £10.35.
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Smokescreen

THE so-called pay settlement leaves neither side with
its reputation untarnished. After all they had said
beforehand the Federation gave in to promises and ten
per cent: Mr. Rees might just as easily have imposed
ten per cent on the morning of September 1. We do not
view the pay review with much optimism either, since it
is a face-saving smokescreen behind which the two
sides can retire to lick their wounds. We await the
outcome with interest but little confidence.

‘He wants midgets

WE WILL never be convinced that Members of
Parliament do not live in Cloud Cuckooland. One of
them, Mr. Gwilym Roberts thinks that the height
standard for police should be removed because it
prevents half of the population from joining the Police.

“This is a ludicrous state of affairs when you
consider that forces are undermanned and that brain
not brawn is becoming the order of the day in police
forces,” he says with a string of cliches. He must either
be sadly out of touch with reality or must think we are

7th November 1977

Has he not noticed Grunwick, Lewisham or
Ladywood? Does he imagine that brawn is not needed
at these left wing festivals? Did he not see that the most
under-sized of constables we do have, mainly women,
were almost entirely absent from these- parties?

But wait. He probably does think we are barmy.
Because Mr. Roberts is entitled Labour Cannock.

‘Peonle of a certain political persuasion have an
ideological.commitment to reducing the height standard
so that ever smaller Bobbies turn un at Grunwick.
When the average height of constables is down to five
feet they will not see over the pickets’ shoulders let
alone hold them back.

Waste of paper

CAN IT BE that the financial plight of police officers
is unknown to the Treasurer’s Office? Has all the
Federation’s campaigning not sunk in at the
paymaster’s department?

If the package which arrived with the October pay
slips is anything to go by the Salaries Office have yet
to hear about the present crisis. This surprise packet
contained three printed leaflets, all urging the recipient

We watched the reaction. The leaflets went straight
into the waste bin, along with the nice new envelope
they arrived in. At a time when many of the force are at
their wits end to make ends meet this exercise was no
more than a waste of paper.

A special case

IS THIS COLUMN a Special Case? "A strongly
worded recommendation to this effect is to be sent to
HQ. Factors to be taken into account are increased
productivity achieved in face of ever greater need of
long words — or should we say the escalating
incidence of situations necessitating superabundant
multisyllabic verbiage — and increasing violence
against the English language in other columns nearby.

There was, for example, a serious attempt to
infiltrate “in the pipeline”, “grassroots”, “a fine tooth
comb”, “no way”, “at all times”, “in lieu of’, and “the

media” from Letters close by and only by a degree of

vigilance worthy of “Special Case” status was the
invasion repelled.

What is likely to be the outcome of this
recommendation we cannot say. But sources close to
the cabinet, a joiner. and French polisher of our
acquaintance, say that the left and right are unlikely to

- barmy.

READERS’' letters are
welcomed but will not
be published if unsigned.
Those written under a
pen name must be
accompanied by a note
of the writer's name.
The editors reserve the
right to edit any letter

published in the interest
of econamy of space.

Brief thanks

1 write on behalf of the Grays
Panda Club to thank the Southend
Ladies Club for a very nice social
evening on 16th September.

MRS. GERNON

Grays.

Misquoted
by the Press

Dear Sir,

May I take this opportunity of
thanking all those who sent me
good wishes on my retirement from
the force. Despite what was printed
in the press I am not disillusioned
with the force. I was asked if I was
disenchanted, I said, “No”, asked if
I was disgruntled, I again said,
“No”, so I was described as
disillusioned. 1 suppose everyone
has to have some sort of category.
My new boat has now arrived and
if anyone wants to try a trip now
that the cod and whiting are in,
perhaps they would care to give me
a ring on Maldon 53596. I shall
always be pleased to see old faces
and even a few of the younger ones.

DON HARMER
230 Fambridge Road,
Maldon,
Essex.

Thanks for
the good times

Dear Sir,

May I through your columns say
farwell to the many friends and
colleagues with whom 1 have
worked over the last eleven years. It
is with considerable regret I am now
leavmg the Force but in _all
conscience I am no longer prepared
to subject my family to the
standard of living decreed by the
pathetic level of income we now
endure. The decision was not taken
lightly at a point nearly half-way
through my service but the
irresponsibility of successive
governments and the absence of
hope for any truly realistic future
settlements (and I mean 104 per
cent plus) have made things much
casier.

Nevertheless. the past holds no
regrets: thanks for all the good
times I ‘wouldn’t have missed
them.

MICK STEPHENSON
(P.C. 1215)
Saffron Walden Traffic.
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Special thanks
Dear Sir,
I would like to express my

thanks, through the columns of
‘The Law’, to all those members of
the Special Constabulary who
endured interviews,' entered
personal details on questionnaires
and wrote informative letters in
order to assist me in the completion
of an undergraduate project.
Survey questionnaires were

distributed to personnel whose
names were selected entirely at
random from the central Special
Constabulary “register.
Participation was voluntary and I
am, therefore, all the more
delighted to record that the
response rate was very high.

At the time of writing the replies
received are still being processed.
Although, as might Ee expected,
some of the information obtained is
predictable, most of it is interesting
and there have been some
unexpected results to date.

Ultimately, it is hoped, one copy
of the completed project will be
made available for examination by
members of the Special
Constabulary who are interested in
the outcome.

DAVID TAYLOR
Inspector,
(Essex University)
Headquarters,
Chelmsford.

The murder of

Dear Sir,

How_ right and fitting that Ex-
P.s. 4 Bill Borley should remind us
of the tragedy of the murder of
Constable George William
Gutteridge at Howe Green fifty
years ago. I well remember the keen

“interest of my family and others at

the time in the detection and
pursuit of Browne and Kennedy.
Soon after joining “the damned”
at Tilbury I frequently met with Ex-
Constable Sydney James Taylor
who was then living there in
retirement and heard from him the
facts as he knew them of the affair.
Many years later at Canvey Island
[ met up with Ex-Constable John
(Jack) Bloxham, who was the first
Police Officer on the scene, having
been roused from his bed at the
Havering Police House by the
Carrier who- had discovered the
body earlier. Jack recounted very
clearly the scene that he met with
on his arrival at Howe Green. After
first ensuring that he left a
reputable person at the scene to
preserve it for close examination,
he had to travel several miles to the
nearest telephone with which to
raise the alarm at Romford Police
Station. He recounted that he had
the very greatest difficulty in
persuading the duty Constable
there to allow him to speak to the
Superintendent, as it was well
before 9 a.m., and the time that that
particular’ worthy attended his
office. After Jack had been
questioned as to how he knew that

‘P.c. Gutteridge was dead, he was

then asked, “Where have you
removed the body to?”

Fortunately for Jack, he was
wise as to that pit fall and having
recounted his verbal report, he was
told to return to the scene and wait.
Subsequently the Detective
Inspector from Romford attended
and most of the subsequent events
are now history.

To his dving day Jack always
carried with him his copy form of
report asking  permission to be
absent from his beat to attend the
Central Criminal Court to give
evidence at the subsequent trial of
Browne and Kennedy.

Incidently Jack’s widow, Hilda,
a very lively septuagenarian still
resides on Canvey Island and 1

P.c. Gutteridge

made it my business during the
morning of Tuesday, September 27,
this year to call and see her. She
readily remembered that same date
in 1927 and, although fifty years
older, added several of her little
reminiscences of the matter.
Ex-568.

Spiritualism

Referring to the tribute to P.c.
Gutteridge the following true
account may be of interest.

On my honeymoon in 1938 my
wife and I stayed in a Cornish
Hotel where also a Clergyman was
a guest who recounted the story of
how, when he was a Prison

- Chaplain he ministered to both

Kennedy and Brown at their
executions for the murder of P.c.
Gutteridge.

Some years later he was
invited and accepted an invitation
to a seance. He was not a believer
in spiritualism and attended only as
a matter of interest, but during the
evening the medium ‘came:
through’ and spoke in the manner
of Kennedy, uttering the same
cursing and threats that he would
haunt the Chaplain whenever he
had the opportunity, as Kennedy
had uttered before he died.

No person could have pos-
sibly known what Kennedy had
said at the material time as the
Chaplain of -course, had never
divulged it.

The incident greatly disturbed
the Chaplain, who begged all the
other Hotel guests never to indulge
in spiritualism unless they were fully
aware of what they were
undertaking.

W.J. MAYHEW

Ex P.w. R11
Epping
4, Huntington Close,
Cranbrook
Kent. TN17-3BJ.
[ ]
Painter

Dear Sir,

I read the story about P.c. G. W.
Guttridge, Kennedy and Browne
Murder. 1927, in your September
issue with great interest.

I metJ. Browne in the summer of
1926. At that time I lived at Beaton

to spend — or rather save — more money.

see eye to eye in this area at this moment in time.

Faces behind the voices

deals with Force Sport.

Susn ‘Hulls

Those who take the trouble to telephone HQ ext. 216 will be greeted by the dulcet
tones of Susan Hulls who, poor thing, is tied to the office always prepared to be helpful
to callers. Susan prepares the Sports Circular each week (items for insertion by AM .
Fridays, please). She has worked at HQ since leaving school and moved to The Law at

the beginning of this year.

AS HERALDED by the brief announcement in another issue, The Law is being
produced under different arrangements. The Public Relations Office, foretold in Force
Orders, has come into being and as well as producing this newspaper is supposed to be
dreaming up stunts to give the public the right impression of the police. The same office

Joan Eason

Or you might speak to the team’s newest acquisition, Sgt. Joan Eason who moved »

from Basildon where she was a shift and station sergeant since transferring to this force
from Metro as a Sergeant. Earlier still she was a member of Lancashire

Constabulary. Joan has already spent a lot of time on the phone to divisions about

force sport.

You are unlikely to speak to the rest of the staff — gone out for a stroll.

Hill Farm, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, and
one morning early a man visited
the farm. He said his name was
Browne. He was travelling the road
as a painter of pigeons. He
appeared respectable. I am, and
have been a a racing pigeon fancier
all my life, and after some talk
agreed for Browne to paint two of
my best birds that had just flown
600 miles, for £2 each. He painted
one that day and we allowed
Browne to sleep the night in a farm
stable.

When the second bird was
finished I paid Browne £4 cash. He
left his equipment with me and I
directed him to Leigh-on-Sea Old
Town Post Office. There #
understand he posted a £3 order to
his wife, then bought a new pair of
boots at a nearby shop for ten
shillings, -returning to the farm
wearing same. He collected his bag
and equipment, thanked us all very
sincerely and went on his way.

I did not see him again. I still
have the two paintings, framed, in
excellent condition and lifelike,
signed by J. Browne.

It was not till many years later |
knew this was Browne, the
murderer.

A. F. THEOBALD-

Tabrums Farm
Battlesbridge.

Better never than late

Dear Sir,

The 20th September, 1979, will
be a sort of special day for me. For
one thing it will be my wife’s
twenty-ninth birthday (again) and [
myself will have completed twenty-
two years service (good fortune
willing). 1 noticed on ‘“orders”
today that Her Majesty has been
pleased to grant Long Service and
Good Conduct Medals to certain
members of the force. Below the
entry was a footnote (which seems
to occur on every such entry lately)
that the Home Office had indicated
that the medals would not arrive for
some while. .

[t occurred to me that someone
has had twenty-two years to plan
for each of these events. How is it
that someone seems to wait until
nearly the last moment to order (or
deliver) the said medal, and that
they are never going to be on time.
As a casual observer over the
years it scemed to me that as a

medal the Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal has often been
handed out in a rather cavalier
fashion. Tapper Watts got his
through the internal post in a re-
addressed envelope, with an
admonition to send six shillings

and sixpence (or some such sum) if

he wanted a case for it. A
pernicious Borough practice!

It has since occurred to me that
there is a way out of this apparent
impasse. Why not choose a few
malcontents who can be upset with
impunity, keep us waiting
permanently, then. give ours to
someone on time. Seriously though
folks, -is it not time to either
discontinue ‘the issue, or to treat it
as a just and honourable reward
and to hand it out (engraved) on
time.

With best regards to your fair
new assistant.

FRED FEATHER
Rayleigh Police Station.

- We regret that other letters have 'been!‘

held over due to pressure of space |






















