
LAUNCHING what they 
hoped would be a new 
atti tude in the Force  
towards the news media, 
rather than a completely 
new press relations scheme, 
the Chief Constable and 
Deputy Chief held a "press 
s u r g e r y "  a t  t h e  
Headquarters  Driving 
School on February 19. 

A f o u r  p a g e  
memorandum issued to  
coincide with the meeting 
laid out the Chiefs hopes 
that members of the Force 
would be more helpful to 
p r e s s ,  r a d i o  a n d  T V  
journal is ts ,  p rov id ing  
f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
whenever possible and not 

Hope that Force members will be more helpful to news media 
own sake. 

A gathering of some 30 
representatives of county 
papers and national news 
organs heard the Chief 
accept that some of the 
fault for their indifferent 
relationship with Essex 
Police lay on the force side. 
He added that the media 
must accept some of the 
blame, in particular for 
i n a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t i n g ,  
wha teve r  t h e  r e a s o n ,  
c a u s e d  a n g e r  a m o n g  
operational policemen. 

T h e  C h i e f ' s  

circulated among the press 
and throughout the Force. 
After outlining the effects 
of good media coverage on 
the image and efficiency of 
the Force he goes on to lay 
down new roles for the 
Headquarters Press Office 
which will be strengthened 
and relieved of some of its 
p r e s e n t  j o b s ,  t i m e  
consuming pursuits which 
prevent the  staff f rom 
concentrating on  press 
relations. 

In future Press Ofice  
n e r s o n n e l  w i l l  b e  

indulging in secrecy for its memorandum has been zespatched- to newsworthy 

THE FEARSOME Red Army of Manchester United supporters invaded Essex in 
February when their team played Colchester United in the Cup. 

But thanks to the biggest police operation ever mounted in Essex for such an event 
with over 340 constables deployed, the evening went off quietly with very few arrests. 

Our picture shows the briefing at Stanway Garage by Chief Inspector David Le 
Voi, before the units took uo their oositions. 

incidents to relieve officers- 
in-charge of  problems 
related to press conferences 
and so on. 

T h e  n e w  s c h e m e  
empowers all officers of 
inspector rank or higher to 
issue factual information 
unless there is a specific 
embargo on a particular 
item or where force policy 
is involved. Then the HQ 

Press Ofice  will take over 
t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  
appropriate departmental 
head to  deal  with the  
matter. 

"If there is to be a 
g r e a t e r  o u t f l o w  o f  
information there  will 
i n e v i t a b l y  b e  m o r e  
responsiblity placed upon 
the officers concerned", the 
Chief writes. "Mistakes will 

probably be made but if 
they are made in good faith 
the officer will have my 
support." 

After addresses by Mr 
Bunyard and his deputy Mr 
Price, there was a frank 
exchange of views between 
t h e m  a n d  t h e  m e d i a  
r ep resen ta t ives  which  
cleared the air if it solved 
no problems. 

( Award for scaling tower I 
BRAVERY is becoming a 
Skull family tradition. 
Husband, Gary, stationed 
a t  Southend, was pre- 
sented with the Mitchell 
Cup in 1972 for persist- 
ence at a robbery at which 
he was fired at twice. In 
1973 he received a Royal 
Humane Society Award for 
rescuing a youth from 
drowning at Southend. 

Now his wife, Linda, 
heard this week that she is 
to receive the Queen's 
Commendation for brave 
conduct. Our picture, cour- 
tesy of Essex Chronicle, 
shows Linda with her letter 
of notification. 

In July last year, a 16- 
year-old youth had failed to 
return to the Chelmsford 
and Essex Hospital where 
he was undergoing treat 
ment. He was spotted at a 
nearby school. perched on 
top of a water tower 

Linda, a nurse at the 
-hospital, scrambled up a 
sheer ladder to join the 
patient, who was  now 
threatening to jump For at 
least an hour. she perched 
at the top of the tower talk- 
Ing to the suicidal youth, 
whose mood frequently 
changed. 

Dur lng t h ~ s  t ~ m e .  ~t 
became dark and started to 

'pour with rain Dressed 
only in her nurse's unlfbrm 
and cloak, soaking wet and 
cold,  Linda eventually 
calmed down the youth and 
persuaded him to descend 
Firemen lowered them both 
to safety on a turntable 

ladder. 
A witness at the time 

said: "She really kept her 
cool under terrible condi- 
tions." But 28-year,-old 
Linda, now at home ex- 
pecting her first child, 
admitted tha t  she was  
attacked by nerves after the 
event. 
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I Wooden wind-up 
WITH THIS ISSUE The Law winds up its tenth year. 
That this column has enjoyed complete continuity 
throughout this time speaks more for individual per- 
severance than for the career planning arrangements in 
the Force. Never mind. 

The first issue coincided with the amalgamation 
between the county and borough and it is a sign of just 
how long ago this was that one should really need to 
explain which borough is referred to: we shall not do 
so. How things have changed since then. The merger 
had come about in such circumstances as to make this 
a divided force. This has passed and in matters of 
welfare and professional expertise 1969 and 1979 are 
light years apart. 

But there is no simple answer if you ask us whether 
the changes are for the better. Perhaps it is the way of 

the world that members of any organisation more 
senior in years will look back and think that things are 
not what they were, but we have an uncomfortable 
feeling that today's police service is not the outfit we 
joined. Perhaps this column is the only one in step. 

All in the mind 
IT IS ONE THING to open an extension to the 
rambling Headquarters complex, though even this has 
been attended by lengthy delays, but quite another to 
launch a new relationship with the press. The one 
depends only upon assembling bricks, mortar and other 
materials in whatever patterns ordained by the 
architects: the second relies for its bricks and mortar on 
attitudes of mind. 

However elaborate the scheme for improving police- 
press relationships, it is only as good, in a particular 

Where did you get ... 
IS IT NOT constantly surprising 
to find that a report submitted 
with tongue in cheek is treated 
with all the solemnity of a papal 
edict? It must be either that in 
their drab, humdrum world, 
everyone who reads the report 
enters into the spirit, and passes 
the paper along in the same tone, 
or maybe they are too uncertain 
OF themselves to treat it with 
anything but reverence. 

So when the Sergeant received 
the following note from a seaside 
Constable he passed it on in 
neutral terms. 

T h e  repor t  sa id :  "With  
reference to the new style 
Accident Report Books which 
came into efJPct on January 1 ,  
1979, pages 3 ,  5 ,  7 and 9, it is 
now n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e c o r d  
'Direction Bound" in relation to 
each casualtv bv indicating 
North, ~ o r t h - ~ a s t , . ~ a s t ,  etc. " 

In times of fog or when HEADGEAR produced ori@nally in Hertfordshire and featured in Police Review, 
the sun or stars are obscured by has found its way into Essex where it was recently shown to policewomen on courses 
cloud it will be dlflcult to locate at Headquarters. It received a mixed reaction. 
these compass points with any The hard hat could be suitable for crowd control situations. But Federation 
degree of accuracy. I Iherefore Secretary, Jim Rodgers, feels that since we do not intentionally send women into 
request that I be issued with a 
s m a ~  pocket type compass for such conhntationsthe helmets could be a waste money at f 8 each. "There might be 
this work. a greater readiness to send girls into violent situations if they had thesehelmets and 

T h e  i t e m  s h o w n  0. 
'Pedestrian-Standing still' should 
not present any  problems,  
regardless  of  the weather 
conditions." 

Now, the final comment might 
have given a clue but the Sergeant 
passed the report up noting that 
"As these books should be filled 
in at the scene a compass would 
be a great asset." 

POLICY 
"There will obviously have to 

be a force policy on this subject 
as  to  whether or  not it is 
considered necessary to establish 
true points of a compass," 
declared the Inspector who, with 
one eye on the budget - and 
promotion prospects maybe - 
suggested that one compass per 
police vehicle rather than one to 
each constable would be best. 

N o w  t h e  R o a d  S a f e t y  
specialists took a hand, noting 
that this section was included in 
t h e  a c c i d e n t  book a t  t h e  
insistence of some faceless 
bureaucrat at the county council. 
He didn't use this term, of course, 
but noted that headquarters had 
asked for the report to be 
forwarded "in order that the 
matter can be resolved." 

And so with due solemnity it 
arrived where a senior officer 
dealing with such matters felt 
sufficiently self-confident to write 
on the report in long-hand. 
Interesting bit of psychology 
there but never mind. Thus, "It is 
a fact that the compass direction, 
as indeed aN other igormation is 
t o  be accurate.  The exact 
location of the incidentlaccident 
must be ascertained and I can 
then see no dlflculty in relating 
this location to the Ordanance 
Survey map where the direction 
of travel can be worked out. Fog, 
sun o r  darkness having no 
relevance." 

And he signed it illegibly and 
the report began its journey back 
to the grassroots, or seabed in this 
case. 

Now you might think that this 
would release the  tens ion .  
Everyone would recognise it as a 

W; don't think this would be right," he said. 
The matter has been raised with the Chief in joint consultation and he takes more 

or less the same view. 
Last comment from the girls themselves: "The men don't wear their helmets 

anyway, when they are in the cars," and "I'd wear it to ride my horse." 
Pictured with Cheryl Callow, wearing the hat, are, from left, Jayne Barrs, Andrea 

Blake and Deborah Ginn. 

STRIKING gold, Tilbury Constable Paul Hand, third from left in this picture - by 
courtesy of Evening Echo - has continued his interest in-&e Scouting movement 
after joining the Force. He is a member of Castle Point Hilltop Venture Scout Unit 
and with colleagues attended County Hall last month to receive Gold Awards in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. 1 

send-up because, if you took out 
your Ordnance Survey map at the 
scene, someone would run over it, 
but no. The report journeyed 
back amid the same solemnity as 
before. 

OBVIOUS 
The road safety specialist, now 

realising that he too should have 
regard to the budget, intoned, "it 
was obviously not a viable 

proposition to provide compasses 
for the purpose requested." So 
obvious indeed that he was the 
first to say so -- as the report 
came back. And he added one of 
those helpful suggestions which 
come into the category of above 
and beyond the call of duty, 
"Even if not in possession of an 
O.S. map it is normal for officers 
to carry a street plan . . .". 

And so back to the seaside 12 
days after it had left, where the 

instigator got such a lift from the 
effect of his tongue in cheek effort 
that he broke into doggerel verse: 

"Like a compass I'm in a spin 
Trying to find what direction 
I'm in, 
North, South, East or West 
With a map I'll do my best." 

Trouble is people watch too 
many TV commercials these 
days. 

locality, as the attitude of the officer in charge will 
allow it to be. If he has some fundamental aversion to 
providing information to journalists, whether because 
he has been once bitten and is twice shy, or because he 
is simply secretive, or just because he cannot be 
bothered, no amount of urging from Headquarters can 
make an difference. 

But th6 is no reason to not try. Most people rarely 
meet the police and form their images of them from 
what theyread in the papers or see on the box. It is up 
to us to provide the material which shapes these 
images, to do less is to cut off our own nose to spite our 
face. 

It's not right 
REPORTS by. two august bodies came to notice 
recently, the National Consumer Council and the 
~ a t i o n a l  Youth Bureau. They make a nice contrast. 

The former very reasonably points out to the public 
just what the leagal limits of police duty are. Not police 
power, please note, but obligadon. And the Council's 
report could come as a shock to those who tend to go 
on about their rights and what the police should or 
should not do. 

The public, of course, are entitled to almost nothing 
at all from the Police yet most of the time get a service 
just about second to none. The legislation from long 
ago which required all free men to keep the Peace, raise 
the hue and cry, and take felons before a magistrate has 
never been repealed and despite their professional 
police force which costs them millions every year, every 
member of society is legally responsible for upholding 
law and order and has no right ot demand that the 
police do it for them. 

Yet the Police are not unique in this because despite 
the impression given by our present trouble most other 
services go far beyond what the law requires them to do 
just to help people in need. 

So the second report was rather odd. The National 
Youth Bureau says that young people feel the Police 
pick on them. Their report accuses the Police of, among 
other things, covering young suspects with anti-bruise 
materials, like blankets or wet cell mattresses, and then 
beating them up. 

Leaving aside the question of who wet the mattresses 
in the first place one wonders if these people read each 
others' reports. Presumably, the Youth Bureau would 
then know that the police are not even legally required 
to ask questions, let alone go to the bother of beating 
people up if they do not give the right answers. 

For once we agree with the Federation who summed 
it up neatly, "We have the best system in the world for 
investigating complaints against the Police. People 
should use this instead of making wild accusations." 

Prince and piggeries 
SO THE Prince of Wales has intervened in the labour 
relations world. He says it's all the fault of the 
Guv'nors, something this column has always known 
while nevertheless rejecting utterly any form of labour 
relations. But we were particularly amused by his 
remarks about all sections of the workforce using, for 
example, the same canteen because for some time past 
this is exactly what has happened a t  Police 
Headquarters. 

Not any more. Now there is a nice new officers' 
dining room with waitress service, mess bills at the end 
of the month, and a projected officers' dining club with 

<dinner jackets and dickey bows. How Essex men used 
to smirk about the Southend 'piggery' back in the dark 
days of amalgamation. Now they have one of their own 
and despite all sorts of critical remarks we used to hear 
before it actually opened, it fills up every day. Mind 
you, the food is just the same as next door and as is 
usual in these establishments most of the waiting is 
done by the customers. But then leisurely eating is so 
civilised, don't you think. 

Illiterary tale 
THE new CSB is really getting homp. A constable 
recently bagged a juvenile for assault, told the parents, 
and handed Mum the form CSB6. When he later asked 
if she understood she said yes - but was reading it 
upside down. 

Now this could tell you more about the CSB6 than 
about poor old Mum. 

Bits and pieces 
HEARD THE ONE about the 
Irishman who said to a Southend 
Detective, "I'm going back to 
Ireland. Will it affect my bail?" It 
did! 
A T  C O L C H E S T E R .  D q g  
H a n d l e r  L e s  T h e o b a l d  s 
promction to Sgt has brought him 
up level with his dog. The dog's 
name is Sergeant. 
ROAD SAFETY tell the story of 
going to a military road safety 

committee where a talk on the 
provision of a skid pan was 
delivered by W.0.2 Sideway 

NEW SLANT on vandalism 
from Basildon where, under 
method used to commitcrime had 
been noted, "Threw brick through 
window, plastic windows did not 
break." A case of imitation 
plastic rubbish not breaking like 
the old fashioned panes. 
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Not surprised 
Dear Sir, - I was not at ail 
surprised that your note on a 
recruitment re-union in an earlier 
issue had stirred Charlie Loats. I 
remember his enthusiasm in 
arranging like re-unions for us 
prior to 1954, which were much 
enjoyed. Keeping fingers crossed 
about 1984. 

Coming to the photograph on 
page 3 of No. 112, "38 years in 
the Specials," I think that the man 
sitting between the Brig. and Mr. 
H. S. Phillibrown, is a Mr. Royds, 
who at that time was either Chief 
Constable or Assistant of The 
Special Constabulary, and lived 
at Brizes Park, Kelvedon Hatch. 
He was a frequent visitor to 
Ongar Police Station and not 
always to the convenience of the 
Regular Inspector there in the 
early forties. who was a really 
tough old diamond. No doubt 
you will get other letters on this, 
but I'm pretty certain it's not Sir 
Jonathan Peel. 

Can 1 hazard a guess that the 
p h o t o g r a p h  of  t h e  Traf f ic  
Department - all of it - 
appearing on page 7 was taken 
193617 by the late Det. Sgt. 
Paddy Jackson. However. there 
are still quite a few characters 
around Chelmsford likely to be 
more accurate about that. 

Lastly, may I say that it is 
g o o d  t o  r e a d  t h e  l ive ly .  
challenging and constructive 
rommcn! in your paper - we 
hadn't quite the same freedom 
serving in the years leading up to 
World War 11, but things had 
improved quite a bit by the time 
of Charlie's re-union of 1954. 

Good Luck 

B. S. STONEHAM 
(Ex-Inspector) 

"Sherwood," 
I Chyngton Lane North, 
Seaford, 
East Sussex, 
~ ~ 2 5  3UU. 

THANKS to all who wrote with the 
approximate date of the Traffic 
picture. Most authentic note was 
struck by Miss Diane Smith, who 
works at HQ and who at the time of 
the picture lived behind those curtains 
hanging in the front windows, because 
her Dad was Supt. Admin. - Ed. 

The recruit 

POSTED county-wide, this group of 23 recruits 
boosted divisional strengths in mid-February. They are, 
sitting from left, S. Biddle (Basildon) W. Mids Police; J. 
Sell (Basildon) Veterinary Nurse; P. Horton (Clacton) 
Student; D. Coombs (Benfleet) Garage receptionist; D. 
Macklin (Grays) Bank Clerk; J. Littlewood 
(Chelmsford) Lab. Technician; J. Young (Epping) 
Social Worker; M. Englefleld (Grays) Royal Marines. 

Middle row, from left: B. Brooker (Canvey) Shop 
Manager; P. Marrion (Chelmsford) Fireman; P. Jones 

(Colchester) Post Ofltice Engineer; P. Passfield (Saffron 
Walden) Warehouseman; W. Saul (Harlow) Labourer; 
E. Tatum (Colchester) Postman; G. Bowers (Leigh) 
Teacher. 

Rear, from left: P. Boot (Saffron Walden) 
Technician; N. Beckman (Braintree) Driver; B. Low 
(South Ockendon) Clerk; S. Terry (Tilbury) Shop 
Manager; J. Higgins (Rayleigh) Student; J. Panting 
(Witham) Electrical Estimator; G. Lawrence (South 
Ockendon) Student; R. Jones (Harlow) P.L.A. Police. 

Thanks 
Dear Sir, 

I would like to thank all Ron's 
colleagues who attended his 
funeral on 29th January, and say 
how much I appreciated their 
moral support, as well as  their 
contributions to the RNLI. 

Many will remember him in his 
heyday, with his pride in his 
prowess as a weightlifter, but I 
think everyone who knew him will 
remember that tremendous roar 
of a laugh, which endangered 
many a police station roof 

Yours sincerely, 
RHONA STANLEY 

Nearby, 
Station Road, 
Bradfield, 
Essex. 

Memories 
Dear Sir, 

May I, through your columns, 
express  t h e  t h a n k s  of  t h e  
~ensioners for the interesting and 
nostalgic reunion pictures- you 
have recently been publishing. 

My thoughts go back to the 
recruit class of March 193 1 (the 
last class of what were known as 
"the depression years") and I 
think 1 am right in saying that 
recruitment was then suspended 
for two years, the next class,being 
that of 1934, which is the photo 
sent in by Charlie Loats. 

As a matter of in:erest the total 
strength of the Force at that time 
was a mere 500 or so. 

I arii left wondering how many 
of that March 193 1 class still 
survive, as  most of us are 
approaching or indeed beyond 70 
years of age. 

Perhaps those old comrades of 
mine still surviving in March 198 1 
(50 years after) would consider 
the idea put forward by Charlie 

Loats. of a 50-vear reunion, which increased by 2 shillings per week 
would be reall; something to look 
forward to. 

Yours faithfully, 
B. R. SNOWSILL 

(Ex P.C. 529 and PS 103) 
"Tolverne," Ongar Road, 
Stondon Massey, 
Brentwood, Essex, 
CM15 OEE 

Roll on 1984 
DEAR SIR, - Seeing the 

photograph submitted by ex-Insp 
Loats of the class of recruits held 
in January 1934, and published in 
your February issue of The Law, 
reminded me, personally, of the 
'good old days.' There we were, 
all keen, glad to have a job and to 
become the respected arm of the 
law. Wage f3.2.0d per week, 

annually, and after 2 years 
probation you also became 
eligible for an additional 2 
shillings per week - called an 
emolument if you proved to 
have the makings of an efficient 
officer. No overtime was paid, 
time off in lieu. Happy days on 
the beat. 

We celebrated twenty years in 
the service with a re-union at 
Headquarters in 1954, and our 
instructor was by then Assistant 
Chief Constable G. Sutton. If fate 
is kind to us all and our memories 
still active, why not a golden re- 
union in 1984. 

My best wishes to all 
Sincerely 

G. Hovey 
216 Haynes Park Court, 
Slewins Close, Hornchurch 
Essex. 

Lew getting 

better 
19 February, 1979 

DEAR SIR, - May I through 
the courtesy of your columns. 
thank the large number of friends 
and former colleagues who sent 
me "get well" cards and good 
wishes during my recent stay in 
hospital. 

The concern and kindliness 
which prompted them being sent 
touched me deeply and was a 
constant source of inspiration. I 
shall always remember with 
gratitude the interest shown. 

1 am pleased to say that I am 
making good progress but have 
still some way to go. I look 
forward to making my annual 
nilerimaee to Essex to renew old 

Dear Sir, - I was pleased to see 
in your December issue of "The 
Law" the photograph of a get- 
together after 25 years service. 
and as you say, it was a nice idea 
indeed. Many talk about it but 
very few do it. 

It has been done before. 
however, as my class which 
joined in June. 1938. got together 
with our wives when we had got 
21 years service in It was held at 
the Saracen's Head Hotel. 
Chelmsford. in June. 1959. 

1 enclose a photograph of the 
Officers that came which was all 
those still serving. and their wives. 
We started In 1938 with 2 1 of us 

We had a nlarvcllous evening 
and talked of another get- 
together, but up to date it has not 
happened. 

Your? S~ncerely. 
HOB DOY 

(I  X Dctect~vc Sergeant) 
1 15h Galleywood Road. 
Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford 

-., ., 
acquaintances, but this may have class of June' 1938 celebrated 21 years early to be &laye, autumn. until late summer or 

Back row: Ch. Supt. Partis, P.C. MacNally, P.C. Bryant, Sgt. Thorogood, Sgt. Keeble, Det. Sgt.  DO^, 
- 

Sgt. Morrison, Det. Ch. Insp. Sewell, Sgt. Bates. In front (left) Sgt. Blackwood (right) Det. Insp. Smith. 
and of course all our good ladies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lew Minshall 

7 Pemberton Drive, 
Morecambe. Lancs. LA4 6S! 

Correction 

a tenor drummer. P.c 
Arthur Brymer of the Com- 
munity Services Branch is 
learning to play the side 
drums. The Sgt. drummer, 
Derek Coster is a Sergeant 
in the City of London 
Police information room 
and trainee piper John 
Howard is a P.C. in the Port 
of London Authority police 
at Tilbury. ' 

The band was formed in 
1965 and received per- 
mission from the Countess 
of Sutherland with the 
Approval of the Lord Lyon 
of Arms (Scotland) to wear 
the Sutherland Clan Crest. 
rhey believe they are the 
only pipe band to have 
obtained the privilege 

Uniform is based on the 
Highland Military Regi- 
menta l  Uniform,  very  
similar to that of the Black 
Watch of the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders. In 
fact, the kilt is that of the 
42nd Military Tartan of the 
Black Watch Tartan The 
pipers wear green doublets 
with a piper's plaid, hose 
and spats, whilst the drum- 
mers wear red doublets 
which are piped with the 
traditional drummers' lace 

A voluntary organisa- 
tion, members of the band 
come from all walks of life. 
Their aim is to promote a 
pride and tradition in the 
Highland style of music 
and to preserve the tra- 
ditional Highland dress 
They play a t  carnivals, 
fetes, bazaars, Remem- 
brance Day parades and 
evening functions 

The band is looking for 
new rec ru i t s .  Mus ica l  
knowledge is not essential 
and training will be given. 
Uniform is provided. 

Anybody who is inter- 
ested in joining should 
contact John Wilks or 
Dave Sharpe at  Ravleiah. 
or come albng to the C&- 
r ingham Village Ha l l ,  
Springhouse Road, Cor- 
ringham, at  8.00 p.m. on 
any Thursday evening. 

Dear Sir, 
In his N.A.R.P.O. article in the 

current issue of "The Law" my 
old friend and colleague, Bert 
Brinkley, in dealing with the 
above subject made a very 
important omission. 

What Bert failed to point out  
was thgt the increase in Widow's 
benefit payable for the first 13 
weeks after her husband's death is 
only available to the widows of 
Police Officers who were still 
serving in the Police Force on the 
1st April, 1972. 

This is made quite clear in 
paras. 1 and 2 of the 1973 Police 
Pensions Regulations. 

In the case of the widow of a 
Police Officer who retired 
BEFORE 1st April, 1972, her 

P o l i c e  W i d o w ' s  P e n s i o n  
commences the day after her 
husband's death. She gets no 
a d v a n t a g e  f rom t h e  1 9 7 3  
regulations Schedule 3, Part V at 
all. 

Our Association has been, and 
will continue to try to secure the 
extension of the concession to 
pre-l972 cases but at the present 
time we can see little prospect of 
success. 

With Best Wishes, 
Yours Sincerely, 

A. W. SIMPSON 
"Warwicks". 
16 ~ u i n t o n s  Corner, 
EAST BERGHOLT. 
Suffolk, 
Nr. Colchester, 
C 0 7  6RD. 
Tel. East Bergholt 348 



Comrnunicutions Centre aoes live as 
THOUGH the control room is still not fully operational 
the rest of Essex Police Headquarters newest building is 
open and in use. The extension marks a considerable step 
forward both in technology, working conditions and 
amenities. 

All the main departments which have taken up 
residence now work in conditions which provide a marked 
contrast to their previous quarters. Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the control room, the centrepiece of the 
shining white eight-sided construction. 

/. 

currently locked. 
The control room is the last word in'spaciousness. It 

has been designed to deaden noise so that each operator 
can sit at  his console in his comfortable chair, in a world 
of his own. 

Perhaps with working conditions so much more 
congenial, control room will become more popular as a 
place of work. 

On one side is a line of PNC terminals and on the other, 
the switchboard and motorway console. 

Above, with large sound-proof windows looking down 
onto the main room, is a command room, with identical 
consoles, from which an operation or major incident can 
be c~ntrolled. 

Beneath is the teleprinter room, again behind glass to 

G.P.O. AD 9000 
Telephone unit with push- 

button controls including the 
dial. Connected to private 
wires, exchange lines and 
internal extensions. '999' 
calls come through here. 

All consoles are identical 
and operators no longer need 
to be allocated. to types of 
work. As calls come in any 
available operator latches* 
onto them. 

Each console will have a 
number and messages will be 
numbered e.g. I.R.4/18. 

Tape Recorder 
controls. 

Every call is automatically 
taped, the apparatus being 
switched on when the call is 
answered. Afterwards, if the 
operator does not need. to 
refer to the tape to clarify the 
message, he can wipe it 
clean. 

I Headset jack 1 

2.5.. ... .- Find your way round the new Control Room consoles g ... 

written messages to the 
supervisors console. 

Cyfas Vehicle 
Location System 

Visual display unit and 
keyboard. Every vehicle has a 
push button keyboard with 
which it books on, tells the 
computer what it is doing, 
and where, and who is on 
board. 

The operator, by dialling 
up the appropriate division, 
receives an immediate visual 
display of available vehicles. 

The last word in 
technology - but . 

give it time to  settle 
THE MAIN purpose of building the latest extension to 
Police Headquarters was to provide the means of more 
efflcient communication. So to add to the general 
description of the whole new building, Inspector Alan 
Smith, who has been in from the start on the technical 
equipment involved, writes for The Law on the 
communications suite in particular. 

ONE of the prime reasons for the through an alarmed doorway. 
construction of the new building The Control Room itself is a 
was that the old Premises were rectangular room approximately 
no longer suitable to house all 48 feet by 32 feet extending 
aspects of a modern Police through two floors. Its entrance is 
communications system and the on the third floor but can only be 
conditions under which the staff reached by stairs from the fourth 
worked previously had become floor level. The associated office 
impossible. It seems that the staff accommodation is all situated on 
to space ratio was such that the fourth floor. The room has no 
whenever anyone walked into the natural light, being formed inside 
room one member ofthe staffhad the four main structures which 
to leave to avoid being in breach are the main supports of the 
of the Factories Act or some whole building. This means that 
other safety regulation. It was the security of the Control Room 
even strongly rumoured that is of the highest order. 
when the Fire Officer called to Lighting is p rovided  by 
inspect the premises half the staff diffused n e o n  s t r i p s  in  a 
were sent home so that conditions suspended ceiling' designed to 
did not look too bad. Otherwise it p r o v i d e  a n  a d e q u a t e  b u t  
was feared that the place might be unobtrusive amount of light 
not only be closed down which is cpntrollable by the staff. 
i m m e d i a t e l y  b u t  u t t e r l y  Thewholebuildingiscompletely 
condemned as unfit for human air conditioned and the Control 
occupation. R o o m  h a s  a d d i t i o n a l l y  a 

The communications suite secondary air conditioning 
centres round a new Force system providing total control 
Control Room and provides over the working environment, 
o f f i c e  accommodat ion  for  the main problem being the 
supervising and visiting senior dispersal of heat rather than the 
officers. Staff cloakroom and provision. Sufficient to say that it 
kitchen accommodation is also is estimated that the system will 
provided. The whole suite is be on 'chill' all the time. 
contained in a secure area, the Eight operational consoles are 
:tccess being controllecl hy closed provided which will be manned 
circuit television, electric locks hy  Police or c i~ i l ian  
and alarmed doors so that no one operators. In addition there are 
may enter that part of the two further consoles for the 
buildings without being granted superv is ing  I n s p e c t o r  and  
access by the Control Room Sergeant and one further console 
staff. w h i c h  i s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  

In fact the whole building is so Information Desk. This may well 
arranged that out of hours access turn out to be a misnomer as it is 
can only be gained by passing unlikely that this console will be 

Up till 7949 we still had morse 
A S  T H E  N E W  
CONTROL room at Essex 
Police Headquarters, one of 
the  lnost sophist icated 
pol ice  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
systems in the country, 
comes into operation, it is 
perhaps interesting to take 
a look into the past. 

Pictured is ex Inspector, 
then Sergeant, Dick Coe, 
one of the original control 
room staff. 

Dick told the Law that 
up to and during the War, 
communication with police 
c a r s  w a s  b y  R a d i o  
Telegraphy - morse code 
- directed from Scotland 
Yard. Dick himself was a 
morse code operator and 
sent messages at a speed of 
18 words per minute. 

In 1949, Essex Police 
rntroduced a revolutionary 
n e w  s y s t e m .  r a d i o  
telephony or "wireless," 
and this control room was 
established at Headquarters Chelmsford and Braintree, on duty at once. At the start work with the traffic 
staffed by one sergeant and gradually expanding to one touch of a button, they can engineers of the local 
one P.C. per shift, with a car per division. link up with all Essex Highways Department as a 
c i v i l i a n  s w i t c h b o a r d  Divisions, other police p r inc ipa l  of f icer ,  a n d  
0 p e r  a t  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  This was a far cry from forces and the National obtained qualifications to 
daytime. There  was  a the capacity of today's Police Computer Network, become a Fellow of the 
console and microphone in computerised control'room, and can  pinpoint and  l n S t i t U t e o f  T r a f f i c  
one room and a teleprinter equipped with elaborate control the movement of Engineers. He retired from 
a n d  s w i t c h b o a r d  i n  consuls which include any police vehicle in the this job on February 19th 
Another. print-out screens. tape  country. this year and is still living in 

At first, the control room recorders and TV, where Dick Coe. retired from Chelmsford. 

manned at all times, therefore 
making it apparently difficult to 
retrieve information from it. 

However, it is designed to 
house a miscellany of apparatus 
including such things as the 
c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  t e l e v i s i o n  
associated with the flyover at the 
Army and Navy Roundabout at 
Chelmsford. It will therefore not 
provide a twenty questions 
an~wering service. 

Each operator's console has 
identical facilities for telephones, 
both internal and external, radio, 
all channels  and interforce, 
vehicle state indicators and the 
capability of recording on tape all 
or selected messages. Therefore 
one operator will deal with all 
transactions relating to calls he or 
she receives and the system of 
having one operator per radio 
channel, for example will no 

longer occur. There will be 
designated consoles to monitor 
incoming radio traffic or, if a 
mobile crew wishes to, direct 
contact can be made to a specific 
operator if it is in relation to an 
incident detailed to them by that 
operator. 

The vehicle state indicator will 
enable any operator at any 
console to ascertain on a visual 
display screen the current  

d i spos i t ion  of a n y  mobile 
regarding both its duty state and, 
within cer ta in  bounds ,  i t s  
location. This should speed up the 
process of selecting the right unit 
for the right location for any 
incident. 

It enables the operator to select 
units by call sign, duty state 
andlor location. 

One of the main attractions of 
the system is that it is fast and 



Headauarters extension is occu~ied 
I the sound of the machines rattling out their messages. 
All entrances to the control room are covered by TV 
meras linked to a screen on the Inspector's console. 
Perhaps one might expect the rest of the building to be 
anti-climax after the ultra-modem control room, .the 

1st advanced in the country. But no. 
The photographic studio is elaborately equipped and on 
ually spacious terms. Says Insp. Doug Rampling: "All I 
ed now is staff." 
The overhead lighting would be the envy of any TV 
~dio - and could be used for TV interviews - and 
ere is automatic equipment for producing colour 
:tures. 
The fingerprint bureau is probably ten times as large as 
e previous room in which this meticulous team worked. 
?er their cramped and noisy room in the old building 
ey now work in light, airy conditions, and above all, 
~iet. And they probably have the best view if they should 
ance up from their work. 
Down in the bowels of the building, just one floor up 
)m the massive boiler endlessly gulping oil, one finds 
:t. Gus Gowers in his shooting gallery. 

Actually, he calls it a range which is fair because it, too, 
is excellently equipped. From the control room at the 
back, the instructor can move targets, stop and start film 
or slides, or alter the lighting to simulate night or day. 

From a maximum range of 30 metres, trainees can fire 
in as near complete safety as one can get on a range - the 
control room has bullet-proof glass. 

An anti-ricochet construction behind the targets, 
deflects the bullets, reduces their velocity, and collects 
them in tins. 

No heap of sand as a health hazard these days and no 
lead in the atmosphere with extractor fans to waft gasses 
away. 

On various floors above those multifarious squads 
within the C.I.D. are in large omces with space to move 
about especially as, in all the best run C.I.D. outfits, many 
of the staff are out. 

A lack of atmosphere, was one comment made to The 
Law and this is true. But atmosphere usually means poor 
working conditions and you can't have everything. " 

The amenities floor contains the kitchen and dining 
room complex and the bar and lounges. 

INSP Ernie Paris and the staff of the teleprinter room. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC studio overhead lights. 

:curate, providing it is regularly 
)dated by mobile crews, and 
iai lable t o  all o p e r a t o r s  
~mediately it is required. 
The consoles themselves are 

llidly constructed of steel and 
uminium and finished in a 
>latter' paint the colour of 
hich is described as mist brown. 
ach console is designed to 
.esent all the gadgetry within 
isy reach of the operator, ample 
riting space and storage for 
~ o k s ,  manuals, instructions and 
formation. In addition the 
~pervisors' consoles have the 
cility to monitor traffic on all 
~annels of com~nunication in the 

room. A message conveyance 
system is provided from the 
consoles to the supervisors' 
consoles so that incident logs 
w h e n  c o m p l e t e d  c a n  b e  
forwarded for checking and filing. 
The Inspector and Sergeant, 
however, have facilities to be in 
on, or take over on, any matter 
requiring their attention. 

Two further consoles identical 
to those used by the operators, 
are available in a room on the 
fourth floor overlooking the 
Control Room which will be the 
' C o m m a n d '  o r  ' S p e c i a l  
O p e r a t i o n s '  R o o m .  A n y  
particular or special incident can 

be controlled from these consoles 
thereby leaving the remainder of 
the staff and facilities to be used 
for the normal operat ional  
coverage of the Force area. 

The Police National Computer 
terminals are also located in the 
main Control Room and will be 
under the supervision of the Duty 
Inspector. Radio  links a re  
provided to  these consoles 
thereby giving mobile units direct 
access to PNC. The facilities are 
such that any officer with VHF or 
U H F  radio or  access to  a 
telephone or teleprinter has direct 
access to PNC and all Control 
Room functions. There will also 

Here, by contrast, one meets a group of unsung 
heroines whose conditions have not exactly improved. The 
new kitchen is smaller than either of the two it has replaced 
and has to produce as many meals as they used to as they 
have both closed. 

The dining room can seat 180 and the anticipated long 
queue has not yet been evident. Departments stagger 
lunch times to avoid a crush. 

And a senior ofncers' dining room also takes away 
some of the customers. 

The grand opening of the bar was performed by the 
Chief Constable who, with guest of honour wMr Mackayn 
from the Porridge series, who was tllming at Chelmsford 
Jail, pulled simultaneous flrst pints. They drank them too. 

Perhaps the bar and ancilliary rooms provide the 
greatest contrast of all. The old place was rather old but it 
had an atmosphere, and inspired a sort of raucoua 
cameraderie among its clientelle as they lostled to 
approach the counter or struggled to save their drinks 
from spillage. 

None of that now. The trouble is, though, everyone 
tends to whisper almost like in church. 

SUPERVISORS console with message carriers converging top left, 
security screen centre, and normal console controls right. The 
Inspector can listen in and override other operators. 

EYES DOWN for a house rather less full than their last workplace: - 
the fingerprint bureau make comparisons. 

be a link between the PNC 
consoles and the Essex Criminal 
Record Office, housed in an 
adjoining room, for easy access 
to local record checks as well as 
the national facilities. 

Also in the Control Room will 
be the switchboard associated 
with the modern P.A.B.X. 
telephone system which, in 
addition to providing all the 
telephone facilities within the new 
block, will be the centre of the 
county wide internal dialling 

system which exists between all 
Lh\ls~onal Headquarters and IS  

gradually being expanded to 
~ricludc many  s u b  d ~ v ~ \ ~ o n a l  
lieadquarter?. 

In a room only accessible from 
the Control Room is the centre of 
the County teleprinter network, 
again under the supervision of the 
Duty Inspector. This centre will 
handle all teleprinter messages to 
and from Headquarters and all 
countrywide broadcasts. All 
m e s s a g e s  f o r  o n w a r d  

transmission outside this Force 
area either by telex or the PNC 
broadcast system will be received. 
vetted and re-transmitted from 
this centre. The distribution of 
m e s s a g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
Headquarters complex will be 
part served by an airtube taking 
copy messages to specific points; 
the remainder will be covered by 
the internal mail system. Two 
consoles are also provided as 
control points for the two Essex 
motorways. 

Continued on page six 
L 
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Multi-s~ort contest rules be chanaed . 

AT A recent meeting of the 
Force Sports Association 
c o m m i t t e e  t h e r e  w a s  
lengthy discussion of the 
problems associated with 
sport played in duty time. 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  
mainly concerned with the 
problems of getting internal 
sports fixtures played off, 

rather than individual 
difficulties concerned with 
"time off for sport." 

At the start of this winter 
season, in an attempt to get 
cup-ties played on time and 
prevent finals having to be 
held over until the following 
season, the sports ofice 
began laying down firm 

1 Force lottery I 
RESULT of the draw held on Thursday, February 
22, 1979, at Brentwood Police Station. 

1st prize D.c. 930 R. L. Harrington, Basildon SB, 
f 700.46; 2nd prize P.C. 1569 M. J. Franks, H.Q. 
Ops, f350.23; 3rd prize D.s. D. C. Irons, Basildon, 
f 175.1 1; 4th prize P.C. 623 K. Tait, Harlow Traffic, 
f 87.55. 

Consolation prizes, at f 17.51 each - Jean 
Absolom, Rayleigh; P.C. 1222 S. L. Rawlings, 
Basildon; P.C. 94 R. J. Burch, Harlow Traffic; Marie 
M. Fitzpatrick, Finance H.Q.; P.C. 226 B. E. Tayl~r,  
Southend. 

match dates. This has been 
only partially successful 
due to the worst winter for 
years. 

A proposal from the 
Sports Office which met 
with guarded enthusiasm 
from the committee was 
t h a t  all compe t i t ions  
c o u n t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  
Croker Cup should be one 
day events. 

Some already are, for 
example, the athletics and 
c r o s s  c o u n t r y  
c h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  
swimming gala and the' 
tennis contest. To  bring 
other events into line it 
might well be necessary to 
adopt small-team rules, for 
example 5 or  6-a-side 
soccer. 

a- - -- 

l 

The next draw will be held at Colchester during FORMED some four years ago, 
the evening of March 30, 1979. : and initially mainly a cadet 

A 
' pastime, volleyball has come a 
I Iona wav since then. At first it 

Tough for runners 1 waH no &ore than an inter-house 
competition, thumped out by the 
biggest, fittest cadets with little 
attention to finesse. 

ESSEX wound up the cross 
country league programme 
as it had gone through the 

"' season, finishing 7th in the 
final race at Oxford. The 
event must have provided 
the recorders with some- 
th ing of  a n i g h t m a r e  
because, as well as being a 
S.E. league event, it was a 
Midland League race, and 
a match between the two 
leagues. 

But the bigger the field 
the better, for the runners, 
and Messrs. Down and 
Hayman revelled in it both 
finishing in the top dozen or 
so. Once again Essex had 
only one runner in the 
women's race but this time 
there were no disasters and 
Jane Pledger finished 5th. 

In the overal lists for the whole 
season, Essex slipped from 3rd in 

last year's men's table to 6th. 
There were signs at the end of last 
season that this might be the case 
and ~t was doubly unfortunate 
that some disruption in the Essex 
team coincided with a great 
improvement in the fortunes and 
form of some others. With two 
runners consistently in single 
figure positions there is no reason 
why Essex should not climb back 
next season. More consistent 
attendance from the middle order 
men is needed. 

Andy Hayman placed 7th 
overall, closely followed by Andy 
Down, 9th. They scored 216 and 
210 points respectively again 237 
by the winner. No other Essex 
men completed the requisite 
number of races to score fully so 
Steve Pearmain's 37th position 
(91 pts.) was lower than it might 
have been. Barry Daymond 50th, 
68, and Martin Atkinson 5 1st. 61, 
also appeared in the top 60. 

In the women's list, Jane 
Pledger scored 156 points off 3 
races (13th)  while Siobhan 
McAuley ran only once to score 
60 and take 24th place. 

But more recently, having 
entered the fast growing South 
Essex Volleyball League, the 
squad has had to play properly. 
But the squad is still formed of 
former cadets who have kept up 
the sport after entering the force, 
and some of them have even 
taken referee courses. 

Entering the League at  the start 
of the winter season of 1976-7 the 
team finished last in Division 11. 
Not put off, Essex Police, led by 
Nick Banks who was well known 
to all the players as the former 
C a d e t  School  P T I ,  t h r e w  
themselves into their second 
season to such good effect that 
they lost the Division I1 title by 
only one point. 

And as the rule is two up, two 
down they found themselves in 

This  week the  Regiona l  
championship races take place on 
Wimbledon Common, the P.A.A. 
event takes place at Glasgow at 
the end of the month and 
thereafter thoughts turn to the 
track. 

There is alreadv a 6-a- i 
side cricket contest which 
could be adopted in place 
of the full-team knock out I Ciw arrers I 
competition. 

It could well be easier to 
assemble all the teams on a 
Sunday, for example, than 
to try to get players out on 
various dates throughout 
the season. There is no 
reason. why the full team 
competi t ions need not  
continue, parallel with the 
one-day events. 

Force Sports Secretary, 
J o h n  Hedge thorne ,  is 
currently working on draft 
rules to re-jig the Croker 
Cup  contest. He would 
welcome views on  the  
matter - even to the point 
of, forget it, it won't work. 

I 

BILLED as the British Police Archery Tournament 
and Inter-Services Team Event, the City of London 
Police archery contest will be held in the East Moat 
of the Tower on Sunday 3rd June. 

Invitations have been sent to all Police Forces - 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, plus invitations 
to the Army, Navy and Air Force, and the London 
Fire Brigade. It is anticipated that about 50 archers 
will attend. 

The first tournament, held in the East Moat of the 
Tower of London on 17th September, 1978, was 
well supported and raised f 106 in aid of the Royal 
Ulster Widows' Fund. All profits from the second 
tournament will be donated to a Police charity. 

Entry forms available from - Alan Jones, City 
of London Police, Communications Centre, 37 
Wood Street, London, E.C.2. Closing date for 
entries - Friday, 16th March, 1979. 

t-spike, that3 vo//eyba// 

THE Force volleyball team: rear, from left: Paul Bohannan, hon 
coach; Keith Marsh, Mick Dunion, Nick Banks; front: Chris 
Winstone, Sue Watson, Wilson Kennedy. 

Division I at the beginning of the 
present season. 

T h e  L a w  went a long  t o  
Witham Sports Centre to see the 
team play last month and by a 
coincidence, the opposition was 
the very team which had pipped 
them for Division I1 last year, 
'Bravo', the local Witham team. 

Police really seemed set for a 
runaway win as they went into a 
lead of 11-1. But then Bravo 
pegged them back to steal the first 
set 15-13. Bravo then ran up a 
lead of 3-0 in the second set 
before Police settled down, took 
that set, and the following two to 
win the match. 

Volleyball is played by teams 
of 12 of whom six are on court at 
a time. Anyone who has watched 
Olympic matches, this has been 
an Olympic sport for several 
years, will know that it is not just 
a matter of patting the ball to and 
fro acros? the net until someone 
drops it. 

There is a considerable degree 
of agility required, with quick 
reactions and the ability to move 
rapidly and strike the ball hard 
with the fingertips. 

Then again there are tactical 
moves within the three hits 
allowed on each side of the net. 
For example, dig-set-spike. 

This would mean that when the 
b a l l  c a m e  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  
opposition the first player would 
'dig' or parry the ball to take 
away its velocity while at the 
same time playing it up to a 
colleague. 

The second player 'sets' the 
ball, or floats it up to a position 
just his own side of the net. The 
'spiker7 then runs in or leaps up to 
smash the ball down onto the 
opposing court. 

Of course the opposition will 
be trying to prevent the ball from 
touching the court and will in turn 
'dig-set-spike'. A good rally can 
go on like t g s  through a dozen 
exchanges, each side carefully 

Continued on page 7 

Headquarters extension opens for business - cont 

Royal Tank Regiment 
a few weeks before 

Continued from page 5 

The emergency telephone If you think this sounds too points will be concentrated onto days a week basis. Another room available for  s u c h  use a s  other room has been provided which is expected to be found in a good to be true please wait a these consoles and there will be houses the bulk of the electronic extensions of the Command which has at present no actual Force Control Room. while and don't make your 
i n t e r  f" c l t h e  equipment particularly in relation Room where Senior Officers can use but is with a view to the future judgements in too hasty a 
Metropolitan Police motorway t o  t h e  r a d i o  a n d  v e h i c l e  be accommodated. An open plan whereby, when local radio ever The new and fashion. After all, is has long been 
control centre at Chigwell. availability systems. The main ,,, , i 1 1  b e  d f o r  COmCS to this area. a link could bc equipment should provide a better \aid .'It wtll all be alright i n  the 

T h e f 0 u r t h f l 0 0 r radio equipment is housed in a administration purposes in established. It is futuristically service to !he Force and allowing new building." 
accommodation includes the room immediately below the mast connection with the control  referred to as 'Broadcasting'. for the usual false starts, teething 
u s u a l  and  c l 0 a k r 0 0 m  which is clearly visible on the Room and some pNC work. The Control Room will also troubles and hiccups which are Y O U  never know, it may be 
facilities for the staff together A vicwlng gallery 15 a l s o  have available such normal bound to occur, if all are patient right. 
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Out of the Cup 
EMERGING from-the ice . 
age the Force soccer squad 
recorded two valuable wins 
in the Olympian League, 
beating Coopersale 2-0, 
and  Ongar  2-1. Las t  
Wednesday they travelled 
to Bedford to play against 
the local police side in the 
Regional Cup competition. 
But having started this 
season by winning last 
year's held-over regional 
final, Essex were off form 
this time and went down 2- 
0 to  a no more than 
moderate Bedford team. 

Essex pressed hard in the 
first half but couldn't score. 
After the interval the home 
side went ahead and were 
then awarded a penalty 
a f t e r  F h a r l i e  C l a r k  
handled. 

Despite t remendous 
pressure in the closing 

stages Essex could do  
nothing to reduce the 
arrears and bowed out of 
the contest for this season. 

Over to the Collinge Cup 
where Basildon enjoyed a 
r e sound ing  win ove r  
Harlow by 7-1. In an even 
first half it was force 
captain, 'keeper Bob Scott, 
who stood between Harlow 
and the lead, as he brought 
off some brilliant saves. 

But at the other end 
Basildon were taking their 
chances as John Moran 
and Paul Gamman (2) 
scored. After the interval 
Gamman had two more 
with Hill and Ellison adding 
to Harlow's deficit though 
they did pull one back. 

In a successful season 
Basildon lead Division I1 of 
the Southend Wednesday 
League. 

THE Police College Student's Annual Reunion 
takes place on Saturday, 23 June 1979, at the Police 
College, Bramshill. The main attraction of the 
reunion is the evening dinner, in the Nufield Hall, 
with music provided by the Hampshire Police Band. 
The College bar will be open both before and after 
dinner in the mansion and during dinner in the newly 
built Newsome Hall. A dance will be held in the 
Morning Room following the dinner. 

Overnight accommodation is available on Friday 
and Saturday nights with breakfast on Saturday and 
Sunday morning and a buffet lunch on Saturday. 
The cost of individual meals will be available on the 
application form. 

Many past students arrive on Saturday morning 
and therefore, have the opportunity to renew 
acquaintances before the dinner in the evening and 
to attend the Annual General Meeting in the 
afternoon. College sporting facilities are also 
available for the energetic. 

Members who wish to bring their wifehusband or 
a guest are very welcome, details should be included 
on the application form which will be available from 
the Staff Officer from 1 March 1979, Please send for 
your application form now, to The Staff OflEicer, 
Police College, Bramshill, Nr. Basingstoke, Hants, 
enclosing a stamped and addressed envelope. 

SPECIAL 
ARE you a potential 
Special Course type? Do 
you know what the Course 
is? Two questions from Ted 
Davidson, Federation Joint 
Branch Board Chairman 
who having represented the 
Federation for the past 
three years at Force level 
interviews for Special 
Course candidates, found it 
obvious that few of the 
interviewees had sound 
knowledge of what the 
Course itself, or selection 
procedure, was about. 

Their lack of informa- 
tion obviously did not put 
them in a favourable light 
in the eyes of the Board. 

S t a n d i n g  Ad-v i sory  
Committee 

T h i s  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  
comprises one member of each 
rank, has been sitting once 
monthly to advise the Chief 
Constable on certain asoects of 

VOLLEYBALL action: from left, the 

operating its three hits, seeking an team member serves in rotation. 
opening. The serve is performed like a 

The object is to take your score tennis serve from the base line but 
to 15, or 2 more than the other with the hand striking the ball. 
side like tennis or table tennis. At this level volleyball is an 
You only score on your own athletic sport. It is not for the1 
service like badminton and each overwe~ght or puny who should 

WITH the onset of one of the 
hardest winters of recent years 
the sometimes prolific fishing at  
the back end of the season even at 
some of the recognised venues 
has been hard hit, and the term 
"bleak mid-winter" rings even 
harder, writes Neil Etferard. 

Two proposed events at the 
Crown Fishery, Broxbourne did 
not take place due to flooding, 
and with the heavy snow it seems 
unlikely that any further events 
will be possible until the new 
season. 

Competitors in the winter 
competition held on the Kelvedon 
AA River Blackwater 13th 
December, were greeted with a 
river running hard with about a 
foot of extra water, and matching 
gale force winds. Both however 
eased during the day and a 
number of fish were caught 
despite the conditions. Two pegs 
in particular produced fair bags 
with others providing the odd fish 
or two. The event was won by 
Neil Everard of Saffron Walden 
Traffic with a bag of quality 
roach and dace for 71b. 120z., 
taken on float-fished yellow 
maggot. Following close behind 
was Trevor Fisher of Hatfield 
Peverel who took a mixed bag of 
61b. 602. from the noted "Bridge" 
swim on a similar method. Third 
was Stuart Lowe of Colchester 
with Ilb. 802. It is hoped to 
organise an even larger event next 
season on the same venue. 

An AGM is being arranged on 
a date to be notified during the 
close season for election of 
officers, arrangement of fixtures 
and general discussion. Any 
angler who may have a particular 
matter for discussion is asked to 
contact the Section Secretary. 
One annual problem is that of 
f i n d i n g  v e n u e s  f o r  F o r c e  
Competitions. If anyone has 
knowledge of a water capable of 

AFTER getting the show on the 
road for the Force 10 miles 
championship the walking section 
had to put the shutters up again 
as the arctic weather came back. 

S o  it was Feoruary 24th 
when the Essex championship 
over the same distance took ulace 
at Basiidon, before police walkers 
were able to race though some 
training mileage had been put in. 

Denis Sheppard really came off 
at Basildon and on a day of 
slowish times indicating, maybe, 
an over-distance course, he 
slipped in for 7th place in a high 
quality field where all six ahead of 
him and one or two behind, had 
international experience. This 
clinched his place in the powerful 
Essex'squad to contest the inter- 
county race later this month, an 
event Essex have won nine times 
in the last 10 years. 

Only  J o h n  H e d g e t h o r n e  
supported Sheppard but he was 
slightly below par, finishing 21st. 
Others are still injured, resting, 
or, like Peter Ryan, training in 
Spain. 
Essex 10 miles: Basildon, 24.2.79 

7th D. Sheppard, 79.04; 21st J. 
Hedgethorne 88.56. 

taking at least 25 rods where 
permission could be obtained, the 
Section Secretary would be 
pleased to hear from him. 

The bad weather has given 
time to reflect on the past season. 
1978 has seen Essex Police 
continuing to improve their 
position with fine results in 
National, Regional and local 
competition. A number of new 
faces have been seen and these 
are more than welcome. There 
can surely be no better way to 
learn your fishing than to mix 
with others and see others in 
action. So for next season when 
you come fishing with us why not 
- bring a friend? 

dig, the set, the spike, and the serve. 

try jogging. Three of the Police Police have a good reputation, 
team are in Essex team squads for both for playing ability and 
inter-counties competition, Keith sportsmanship. At Witham The 
Marsh of Chelmsford and Nick Law overheard a conversation, 
Banks in the men's and Sue "Who'se t h e  oppos i t ion?"  
Watson of Colchester in the "Police". "Oh, well, might as  well 
women's. go home now!' '- 

policy which need to be applied in 
a uniform manner throughout the 
Force. 

The Committee recently agreed 
the promotion policy which has 
already been published in Orders 
This has resulted in an increased 
pool of officers who are approved 
for promotion, and the approval 
is now valid for two years instead 
of one. Effectively this will reduce 
the number of officers who have 
to attend promotion boards, but 
at the, same time will stimulate 
competition for promotional 
posts. An offshoot - a direct 
result of the Standing Advisory 
Committee's deliberations - is 
that officers who fail promotion 
boards in the future will be given 
the opportunity for obtaining 
career guidance. 

THE Filldyke Rally took place on 
Friday, February 9, and as is fast 
becoming normal pradtice, we had 
,a full entry list. Overall winners 
were the Vallances, who have only 
recently taken up the sport, so this 
is an excellent result for them. 
Second were Pete Johnson and 
Nick Bird. 

A film night was held on  
Tuesday, February 5, a sort of 
christening for the new H Q  
building. Gerald Metson showed 
his own film on 'banger racing' at 
Braintree. This was a varied 
and interesting film which was 
enjoyed by all who attended. Other 
films were provided by Goodyear. 
This has proved to be a very 
successful event and it is to be 
hoped that there will be more to 
come. 

The Seaxes Shop has now re-- 
opened at its new premises - the 

Subs and Refs 

A G A I N S T  Cambr idgesh i re  
Police on February 21st, the 
Force rugby team seemed a little 
out of their depth. They had 
expected Geof Capes to appear 
and it was as well he stayed away 
- his weight could have been the 
last straw. 

Essex had their share of the 
play and were often in the 
Cambridge half but they didn't 
score whereas their opponents 
did. Essex seemed lothe to tackle 
hard and the opposing backs had 
things all their own way once they 
were running with the ball. 

A n d  W h e n  C l a r k e  w a s  
dismissed by the referee for a 
stupid foul, for which he has been 
banned by the committee f ~ r  the 
rest of the season, Essex lost any 
chance of pulling back the 
arrears. 

A second success has been 
achieved in connection with a 
uniform application of the 
R e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
Subsistence and Refreshment 
Allowances. The Committee's 
recommendations have been 
accepted by the Chief Constable 
and will be published in Orders 
s h o r t l y .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  
Divisional Commanders will be 
given a briefing on the spirit of the 
agreement, at their next meeting 

This problem has been with us 
for some time and an authoritive 
interpretation is long overdue. 
Perhaps there will soon be similar 
results totother matters which are 
on the table for the Committee - 
such as. travelling expenses to 
and  f r o m  d u t y :  t e lephone  
accounts; cancellation of rest 
days: car allowances: - all 01 
which are in some stage of 
research at the present time 

store of the old bar. We now even April 6 is the date for the next 12 
have shelves to display our many car rally, known as the Blossom 
items. which we are able to sell at Rally. Full details have yet to be 
very competitive prices, so next f inal ised,  bu t  c o n t a c t  T o n y  
time that You are at HQ, drop in Campen with entries and offers to 
and see us, we can  almost  marshal. 
guarantee you will hardly recognise The Four Clubs Auto Tests are 
us. Many thanks to those who to be held in Hertfordshire on April 
helped to decorate and move us to 8. Hopefully Seaxes will enter as  
our new home. many teams as last year, once 

Our next rally takes place on again contact Tony. 
Friday, March 9, starting from Looking even further ahead. the 
Ashdowns at Danbury. Contact Pram Race is scheduled for Friday. 
Derek Arber or Tony Campen August 3, so start digging out those 

Marshals are required for the old prams and get into training 
Priestly Rally, being run by Will John Hart, Brian Jaggs and 
Chelmsford Motor Club overnight Dave Grimshaw make it three in a 
on 10 and 1.1 March. Contact Tony row? We wait with baited breath. 
Camptn. Marshals are also wanted Good training for this could be the 
for the Ted Cleghorn Memorial Boswells Schools Whacky Races to 
Stage Rally to be held at Norfolk be held on June 30. This will be run 
on March 25, again contact Tony along similar lines to our Pram 

Hertfordshire Police are holding Race, so if you are interested, 
another Car Production Trial at contact Tony. 
Tring also on March 25 Phil Memberships are still coming in,' 
Knight is competing again (will it so if you haven't paid yours or 
be two out of two?), so contact him want to join the expanding list of 
for times, etc. members. now is the time to do so 

Innovation . 

The J o ~ n t  Branch Board see the 
Committee as a major innovation 
by the Chief Constable since his 
appointment. It has taken five 
meetings to achieve success in 
these two matters, but we believe 
nothing worthwhile is achieved 

Contact any committee member - 
they hard-earned can smell pennles the jingle a mire of orr your 

Marshalls are needed for an 

COURSE 
BOOKLET 
In an effort to combat 

the problem at local level, 
the Joint Branch Board 
issued a small sheaf of 
papers to each candidate 
last year which gave the 
basic facts. 

Update 

Superintendent Linnane, 
City of London,  has  
compiled an update of a 
booklet "The Special 
Course, Information for 
Potential Candidates". This * 
booklet is far superior to 
the Joint Branch Board's 
effort of last year. In conse- 
quence the Board have 
gained the Chief Con- 
stable's approval for 40 
copies of the booklet to be 
purchased and distributed 
throughout the Force (e.g. 
3 per territorial division) for 
reference purposes. 

The booklet is in the pro- 
cess of being printed and I 
am assured that it will be 
available in good time for 
this year's Force inter- 
views. Candidates who 
appear before the Force 
Boards, having not availed 
themselves of the booklet's 
contents, obviously will be 
at a distinct disadvantage. " 

In case anyone really 
doesn't know what the 
Special Course is, it is the 
1 2  month accelerated 
promotion course at Brans- 
hill Police College. 

easily, and the Committee has 
taken the attitude that research 
and accurate advice will not be 
sacrificed to haste. 

Car Loans 
It has recently come to the 

notice of the Board that the 
insurance which is effected when 
an officer uses the county scheme 
for buying a motor vehicle, only 
covers the outstanding balance if 
the officer defaults in payment If 
he should die whilst still owing all 
or part of the loan, the amount 
has to be recovered from his 
widow. This fact may not be 
known to all officers who have m 

taken advantage of the scheme, 
but we believe they should be 
warned. The Joint Branch Board 
intend to take the matter up, but 
in the meantime officers who are 
affected might want to  protect 
their dependents by taking out 
some additional insurance 

Return o f  Premium 
Insurance 

The Police Federation Return 
of Premium Insurance Scheme is 
increasing its maximum holding 
to seven units, each of £2,000 
sum assured for a monthly 
premium of £ l per unit, with 
effect from 1 April, 1979 From 
that date officers of 45 or  over 
will not be eligible to take out o r  
increase cover. 

Anyone of 45 or over who does 
not hold the current maximum of 
five units and who wants to  take 
ad\antage of this very cheap and 
easy cover should contact my ' 
office a s  soon a s  possible 
Appl~cations received at the Joint 
Committee by not later than the 
last day of March  will be 
accepted. 

Expanding 
The Joint Branch Board have 

been given the whole of the 
gatehouse to  use a s  office 
accommodation. My office is now 
upstairs, and Stawos has been 
e l e v a t e d  f r o m  t h e  b r o o m  
cupboard to an upstairs office 
where his plants already seem to 
be flourishing. In spite of the 
moves, our extension numbers are 
unchanged: mine is 398, his is 
397. 

auto-cross meeting at Navestock 
on 29th April. Anyone interested 
contact Tony Campen at  HQ 
Garage. 
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FCadet training to restart- this summer . I 
CADET TRAINING will restart in the Essex Police this year. The first cadets will join Unlike the previous Cadet Corps in Essex the new Corps will be of a non-residential 
in late August or early September. The initial course will have about 20 on it and there character after an induction course and cadets will be given interesting work at busy 
wiU be other courses later. police stations near their homes. However, they will be called away for adventure 

Standards will be high. Applicants will have to measure up to s standard acceptable training and other group activities from time to time by the Cadet Corps staff led by 
to join the Pdce, for example SR. 8in. tall for males, 5fi 4in. for girls, and be physically Inspector Stefaa Labedzki, himself a former cadet. 
and medically tlt. Educationally four '0' levels will be required, English and three Inspector Labedzki recently transferred to Headquarters from Rayleigh where he 
others. Applicants will have to be of excellent character. was a patrol inspector. Prior to this he attended a 3-year degree course at Essex 

During training tbe etraphasis will be on learning to be a policeman, and on character University, one of several former cadets to do so. 
building and using iddative. As an example, Le cadet will be able, within limits, ta The books are afteady open and young people aged 16 or 17 should write to Sergeant 
select his own schqme of training. l Bob Good at Poltce Headquarters, Chelmsford, for details and a~~lication forms. 

PENSIONS 
IT now seems certain that the 
increases for 1979 will be based 
on 11112th~ onlv. but instead of 

Guys and Dolls 
graduated pension contributions 
from the dates when each £7.50 
contribution had been paid rather 
than from 6 April, 1978, only. 

M e m b e r s  a r e  r e m i n d e d ,  
especially widows, to check their 
pensions slip to ensure that the 
recent pensions increase was paid 
from 1 December, 1978. A case 
recently occurred where "the 
computer slipped up" (how often 
have I heard that one) resulting in 
the increase not being paid until 
the matter was pointed out to the 
Treasurer's Department some 
two months later. If anyone is in 
doubt they should contact me on 
Chelmsford 55750, giving details, 
and I will endeavour to obtain 
satisfaction. 

Bowls 

The Annual fixture between 
pensioners and regular Police has 
been provisionally arranged for 
Thursday 21 June, 1979. It is 
hoped to field 4 rinks, in Greys, to 
be played on Lionmede Green, 
S~rinefield at  3 D.m. Anvone 

Prevented incident from .es 
OLD HANDS in the Force long way round so that by be unconscious. 
used to relate the old adage the time you arrive it only Precisely such a scene 
that when sent to the scene remains to deal with the confronted C onstable 
of a fight you always go the winners - the losers will Michael Aldridge at the 

Tarpots public house on an 
August Saturday afternoon 
- not that The Law would 

Police stamps in 1979 7~;~;;;~;; z;. there 

SEPTEMBER 1st this year 
will not merely be marked by 
the second instalment of the 
police pay rise, but will be a 
big day for philatelists as 
well. 

The Post Office are to 
issue a commemorative set 
of stamps, featuring the 
police service. They are hoping 
that there will be sufficient 

in te res t  among police 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  l i k e  
Federation or I.P.A. to give 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
possibility of issuing a first 
day cover. l 

Details of stamp designs 
are still under wraps. The 
year 1979 will mark 150 
years of the Metropolitan 
Police, founded in 1829. 

Two well-known local 
bother boys were laid out 
on the forecourt and the 
crowd were bent on having 
a go at their assailant. 
When the two came round 
they too were bent on 
renewing hostilities and it 
was only by shielding their 
attacker with his body that 

-- -- - - 
J 

C o n s t a b l e  A l d r i d g e  
pro:ected him until other 
pohce arrived. 

Apparently the man had 
been reversing his van 
when there was a lot of 
shouting from behind and 
banging on the vehicle. So 
he jumped out and laid into 
them with an iron bar. This 
was later to cost him &319 
in  f i n e s ,  c o s t s  a n d  
compensation. 

Now Constable Aldridge 
has been commended by 
the Chief for his actions 
which "prevented further 
injury being cxdsed and 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  f r o m  
escalating." 

waiting until 1; December the ;ishiig to take 'part shbuldh 
increases will be paid on 12 contact the Social Secretary - 
November .  This  fear  w a s  
expressed in this column some 
months ago. Our N.E.C. had 
hoped for 2 3 1 2 4 t h ~  of the 
increase but the. Minister has 
ruled otherwise. Full coverage has 
been given to this point in our last 
bulletin which should be carefully 
digested by members. If in any 
particular year the increase 
awarded in the spring and paid 
with effect from a date in the 
autumn is less than the increase in 
prices turns ou t  to  be, an 
appropriate adjustment will be 
made in the following year. 

Efforts will continue to secure 
increase  in the  addi t iona l  
component of the social security 
retirement pension and public 
service pensions on the same 
basis as for the basic retirement 
pension, i.e., incomes of prices, 
whichever give the best results for 
the pensioners. 

Among other measures, the 
N.E.C. will continue to secure 
abolition of the age barrier 
(presently 55 years) for the 
normal payment of pensions 
increases. Also, efforts will 
continue on behalf of the over 80s 
who were prevented, through age 
in 1948 from having a complete 
contribution record and who are 
accordingly now receiving social 
security retirement pensions at 
less Lhan t h e  full rate, and' to 
securing the indexing of the old 

Bill Hindley, 34 Oliver Road, 
Shenfield, (Tel Brentwood 94- 
214614) or myself. Members 
taking part will be expected to 
pay their green fees and we hope 
that on this occasion N.A.R.P.O. 
will a c t  a s  H o s t s  a n d  be  
responsible for the tea which will 
follow after the game in the new 
block at  Police Headquarters. 

P.P.H.A.Lottery No. 8 

Lottery cards for the next cycle 
which commences aiter 21 April 
will be received before the next 
publication of "The Law" and 
cards will be ordered on the same 
basis as for the current lottery 
unless I hear to the contrary. 
Anyone not requiring or desirous 
of having extra cards should let 
me know as early as possible. 

Membcrs will be sorry to learn 
that ex D/Supt. Lew Minshall, 
now living at Morecambe has 
been seriously ill, in hospital with 
p n e u m o n i a .  M y  l a t e s t  
information is that 'Lew' is now 
at home and progressing. I know 
his former  co l leagues  a n d  
Members w~ll join with me in 
wishing him a speedy recovery 
to normal health. Good Luck 
Lcw! 

Unfortunately, the Committee 
meeting of Chelmsford Branch, 

fixed for 17 February had to be 
postponed owing to  weather 
conditions until Saturday 24 
February. The A.C.C.(A), Mr. H. 
A. Taylor, suggested it be held in 
the new building followed by a 
conducted tour of this new block. 
T h e  p o s t p o n e m e n t  w a s  
unfortunate as we had a long 
agenda which included our own 
A.G.M., the N.E.C., meeting at 
Southend 13-15 June and the 
Scarborough annual conference 
13- 15 September. 

Committee 

Among the items discussed on 
February 24 were the annual 
Branch luncheon to be held on a 
d a t e  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  
Pensioners' garden party, July 6, 
and other matters. 

The Committee approved a 
donation towards the cost of the 
party. Expenses are considerable 
and the committee instructed the 
s e c r e t a r y  t o  n o t i f y  b o t h  
C o l c h e s t e r  a n d  S o u t h e n d  
Branches of our action and ask 
the matter be placed before their 
own committees in due course, 
with a view to similar action being 
taken. 

B e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g  
commenced, the ACC (A), H. A. 
Taylor, Esq., was invited to 
present a Certiticate of Honorary 

L i f e  M e m b e r s h i p  ' o f  t h e  
Association to Mr. William 
Hindley, in recognition of over 12 
years' service to the Association. 

A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  
committee was invited to a 
conducted tour of the new 
building, concluding with a visit 
to the "19th hole" for liquid 
refreshments. 

The A.G.M. has been fixed for 
S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  19 ,  in t h e  
restaurant in the H Q  extension 

Christmas Cards 
O v e r  4 0 0  c a r d s ,  s igned 

personally by the Chief Constable 
were sent to our widows, and 
from letters received, this gesture 
is very much appreciated Our 
widows realise that at least on one 
occasion of the year they are not 
forgotten. 

~etireme"t 
The retirement of Philip Smith, 

who has clocked over 15 years as 
General Secretary/Treasurer, will 
take place after the Annual 
Conference at Scarborough, in 
September next. Philip has given 
y c o m a n  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
Association and also the Public 
Service Pensioners' Council, of 
which he is Chairman. and it is 
most fitting that  something 
tangible - yet to be decided - 
be given him on his retirement 

THE FORCE band had an engagement with a difference 
recently when they played at the wedding of one of their 
members. 

WPc Heather Wenborne, stationed at  Grays, married 
C u s t o m s  Off icer  Malco lm E a m e s  a t  Thunders ley  

, Congregational Church on February 3. 
The bride walked up the aisle to the sound of the hand playing 

"Trumpet Tune" by Purcell, and they provided music for all the 
hymns. Bandmaster Geoffrey Broom played a cornet solo, 
Mozart's "Halleluja" whilst Heather and Malcolm signed the 

register. 


