
[nine-lives Dog Sergeant walks out with cuts and bruises 
"LIKE A CAT with nine livesn 
was how a colleague described 
dog section sergeani, Bob 
Williamson of the Sandon dog 
headquarters. 

On Tuesday, March 13, at 
Eves Corner, Danbwy, a load of 
six tree trunks broke loose from a 
lorry. Sergeant Williams driving 
his camping van, had drawn level 
with the lorry when two of the 
tree trunks rolled on to his 
vehicle, crushing the cab and 
blocking the road for several 
hours. 

Rescued by ,police omcers, Bob 
received severe bruising and cuts 
to his head and body. Marcus and 
Stewart, his two dogs were not in 
the vehicle at the time. 

In February, 1977, Bob 
sustained a fractured cheek bone 
and other injuries when effecting 
the arrest of men involved in an 
anned robbery at Orsett. As a 
result, he was awarded the 
Queen's Commendation for 
Brave Conduct. 

Picture by courtesy Geoff 
Baker, Essex Chronicle. 

'ncrease in strenat 
WHEN THE Police Authority met on April 19, they 
received a report from the Chief Constable which 

.recommended an increase of 602 in the Force 
establishment. 

The remarkable conclusion that the present 
establishment of 2,525 is so far below what is 
considered to be a sufficient number to police the 
county adequately, came after a four-month-long 
survey by Superintendent Mike Humberston and 

but were granted just 75 by the Home Oflice. 

The recent review considered population, crime, 
public order, industry, social and leisure faciiities, 
traffic and other matters. The population of Essex, at 
1,379,500, gives a police-public ratio of 1546, well 
above that in compararable forces. 

The increase of 602 would bring the Essex 
establishment to 3,127 and provide additional 

But the facts of recruiting life being what they are 
there is little prospect of recruiting 602 men and 
women all at once so the recommendation was made 
that the increase be phased .over five years. 

The authority accepted this and resolved to actually 
apply for only the first year's figure, 179, at the outset 
at the same time making it clear to Home Office that 
the real deficit\ is 602. 

Inspector Peter Bartlet. manpower as follows: two Chief Superintendents; five The Chiefs report recommends the largest increase 
The last full scale review was undertaken in 1975. Superintendents; one Chief Inspector; 32 Inspectors; in the first year, 179; tailing off as follows: 1980 - 150; I 

The Polioe Authority then sought an increase of 346 81 Sergeants and 481 Con.itables. 1981 - 120; 1982 - 90; 1983 - 63. 

THE RAMSEY INCIDENT provoked a press reaction which 
was generally favourable to the police - except in some 
quarters. Now Mr M. Comrie, A.C.C. (P), who was duty 

A.C.C. at the time of the incident, writes to The Law. 
Dear Sir, whole story' among other was at the front line and 

Until last Wednesday r a t h e r c h i l d l i k e in consequence answer 
morning our  Force, comments. H .  M .  C o r o n e r ' s  
despite hundreds of It is unfortunate that -questions, but I as duty 
incidents, had preserved a the lady was not at the On that .day can 
proud record of not incident, neither did she assure your readers that 
hav ing  f i r ed  in a n  attend any of the press t h e  
operational situation conferences. We all share p h 
That record ended in the her unhappiness with the m g c y h 
tragic death of Paul ills of our society, if that is policemanship the 
Howe. It is a situation what she meant to say highest The 
none of us relish. The same newspaper Support Unit cannot be 

A small section of the company carried the bettered for 
press were unhappy and suggestion that crack bearing and Our 
even misleading. They will U n i t s f r o m t h e Firearms Unit is 
be answered in due course Metropolitan Police, with "One. We 
at the inquest. The due super ior  equipment  learn the 
process of law must be should have been called but the Chief 
observed by the oficers in. Apart from the fact Oficers the are 
directly involved, and that there are no such satisfied that training and 
statements cannot be 'crack units' - whatever previous 
made  a t  th i s  t ime.  that term may be meant us in 
.However, some remarks to convey - we in Essex good stead O n  h i  
can be commented upon Police know what is 
by me: for example the available from the Met's Our Police Authority 
woman reporter of a and our other police have never been stinting 
Sunday paper who wrote neighbours, and we are in the provision the 
'there is something not not shy if we need help. equipment we need and 
quite right about the Mr. Price, the D.C.C., ask for - the Met- 

not in these circumstances 

GUESTS of honour dine with the head of Traffic Division at the Annual Dinner earlier 
this year. From left, Mr. B. Price, D.C.C., Mrs. Price, Ch. Supt. R. Searle, Mrs. Searle, 

Mr. R. Bunyard, Chief, and Mrs. Bunyard. 

have provided more or his sentiments - we do same situation again. 
better. not like our finger on the Society must realise the 

It was unfortunate that trigger. have placed their police in 
~ i m  ~ a r d i n e  used the It is very sad that the a difficult and dangerous 
words he did when he incident did not end position. 
spoke, albeit off the cuff, without the loss of life. Yours faithfully, 
to the press, but I share We may have to face the M n rnwnrn 
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A sad statistic, one out of one 
WAS ANY OTHER outcome possible at the Ramsey siege? The go-gooders who 
specialise in wisdom after the event will dream up possibilities but there was an awful 
inevitability about the train of events. 

Never before had Essex Police needed to open fire in any situation in the County 
and on this occasion forebore from shooting back until forced by circumstances to 
discharge one gun: a sad statistic, one out of one. 

There has to be a first time for everything, thereafter the medicine is easier to 
swallow. And there lies the danger which every member of the Force should 
recognise, fear and guard against. 

Forced marriage: wooden wedding 
WAS IT ONLY ten ago, thelast parade in shining white helmets through the 
streets of Southend? Well, ten years ago last week. And was it only ten years ago on 
April Fools' Day - now there's an anniversary for you - that the first edition of 
The Law appeared. 

Last weekend at the Southend Polict Club there assembled a gathering of the 
faithful for a Decade Social, and ten years on it was heartening to see so many of the 
Borough men still turning up to remember what they say were the good old days. 

The Law celebrated the anniversary by bringing out issue number 114. 
Force newspapers were hardly a widespread part of the police scene in 1969, only 

two others predated The Law, and the Essex new baby was, one suspects, not 
wholeheartedly accepted in all quarters. Nor is it now. 

Recently the Chief Superintendents, meeting the Chief, after urging the 

Old tymes 
Dear Sir, 

It was good to see that Bernard 
("Frank Woolley") Stoneham 
and , Gordon ("Apples-a-pound- 
pears") Hovey are not too infirm 
to wield a quill for auld lang syne, 
when my old friends and other 
dogsbodies 'mid the seats of the 
mighty enioved the status of 

attractions of imposing censorship upon this column, went on to tell him that if he 
thought The Law was widely read he was living in Cloud Cuckooland, a phrase we 
recognise from somewhere, though we would have thought that if few read it 
censorship would be an empty gesture. Then a constable's refresher course made 
menacing noises about our sentiments, telling a senior officer that they wouldn't read 
this column any more until we agreed with them: illogical maybe but effective. 

So we have achieved the accolade of annoying both extremes of the rank structure 
which, on second thoughts, must be acceptance of a sort. 

Where have all the heroes gone? 
SAD that in these troubled times the Wilson Trophy for the bravest act of the year 
by a member of the Force has had to be withheld. We cannot believe that members 
of the Force are less brave than before and we have been warned off making 
derogatory remarks about Divisional Commanders failing to nominate suitable 
cases. So perhaps it is just one of those things. Better to withhold the trophy than 
award it for some act which will only serve to devalue it in future years. 

That's the trouble with ethnics 
THE PROBLEMS caused by lapsing into jargon, and someone else's jargon at that, 
were amply demonstrated in a police publication recently where we read that 
policemen had been playing friendly games against a local school "which has a high 
proportion of pupils from ethnic groups". 

Presumably the small proportion not in an ethnic group were truants. 

Dear Sir, 
In view of the interesting shots 

of the new photographic and 
f i n g e r p r i n t  b u r e a u x  a t  
Headquarters ,  perhaps your 
readers would be interested in the 
enclosed photograph of the 
original Fingerprint Bureau at 
Headquarters in around 1948 
when the staff consisted of myself 
(shown) and one rather small 
c~v~l ian  girl (known as "Pint 

Progress 
Pot" by Det. Superintendent 
Totterdell). Det. Con. 693 Jeffrey, 
who was my counterpart, was 
then stationed at Romford and 
was engaged in carrying out the 
examinations at the scene of 
crime - both of us having 
previously received instruction in 

the "art" by Det. Con. Lew 
M i n s h a l l  a t  M o o r  F a r m ,  
Lancashire. 

Much progress has been made 
since then! 

Yours faithfully, 
STAN EDWARDS 

(ex-Det. Chief Iqsp.) 
34 Fairhaven Avenue, 
West Mersea, 

Colchester, 
C 0 5  8EZ. 

Special Witham 
presentation 

SPECIAL Constabulary Long Service medal presented 
recently at Witham Police Station by Ch Supt J. Challis 
to S/Con Brian Prior who lives at Hatfield Peverel. 

earthworms. 
If pre-war pay rates were ideal 

for young sprigs of the nobility 
with ample private means, 
allowances were commensurate 
and must infallibly send today's 
young plutocrats rolling in the 
aisles. One's brand-new bike 
brought a bob a week to those 
unwilling to risk life and limb and 
a truss on the county velocipede, 
which was commonly custom- 
built for such as "Tiny" Howes. 
A typewriter yielded a silver 
sixpence, paid quarterly. But such 
munificence s h a r p e n e d  the  
initiative, notably when they left 
the +in. blacks unguarded. 

Then there were personal gifts 
in kind, untaxed. Guardsman 
Hovey will recall the day when, 
having toiled in the "Tott" 
vineyard under the noonday sun, 
he received carte blanche the 
freedom of the windfalls. All this 
without prejudice to his native 
ability (and agility) to operate at 
the highest level once the coast 
was clear, if you follow. 

"Verily the labourer is worthy 
of his hire," quoth he to certain 
kindred spirits at eventide. -And 
toasting absent friends, the varlets 
lowered a half-litre at ye signe of 
ye Olde Red Lion. 

RALPH JONES 

Explanatory Note. Naught in 
m a l i c e ,  M r .  E d i t o r .  T h e  
parentheses refer to Bernard's 
admiration for the elegant Kent 
and All-England left-hander. And 
t o  C o r d o n ' s  knowledge of  
immigrant street t raders in 
London's East End, which we 
shared. And to the way of life of 
our old boss, Det. Supt. Geo Hy 
Rookwood Totterdell, who now 
knows that shrouds have no 

The old I/R was dirty, warm and companionable 
t h i s  one is a vast soulless barn. 

THE LAST issue of The Law sang the praises of the new Communications centre 
at Police Headquarters. Was the praise overdone? John Glasscock, who works 

there, thinks it was and below to explain why. 

T h e  t e m p t  a t  i o n t o  b e  and lit with balefully clinical voluntary update system such as 
destructively abusive towards harshness. It is designed -if that the vast base is about as  likely to 
Inspector Smith for last month's is not too great a courtesy to Mr work as a voluntary incomes 
eulogy is strong, writes John Moore of infamous memory - to policy. We are already seeing the 
Glassock, but abuse will not help make co-operation impossible, new wheeze of vehicles calling up 
anybody, least of all the luckless and the job either difficult or by speech to see if the vast base 
m a j o r i t y  o f  y o u  w h o ,  a s  impossible, depending how you has worked and often it hasn't. 
o p e r a t i o n a l  policemen a n d  approach it. The concept of This makes complete nonsense of 
women, will suffer most from the individual operators, rather than the claim that we shall be able to 
new information room. As a phone answerers and radio select cars more quickly since. 
civilian, I do not have to suffer it operators, is presumably designed however much we may suspect 
- indeed, I have already applied to make for individual service that a car has neglected to update 
to go to the fire brigade as soon and, in the hollow cliches so we have to give the benefit of the 
as possible - but I consider that beloved of C h  Insp C a m p  doubt and go back to the old and 
Mr Smith's opinion on the so- "Greater Professionalism". It slovenlv cry of "Anv car for " 
called improvement in working falls down, however, on the A prac t ice ,  I no t ice  with 
conditions is what Mr Churchill following counts. malicious glee, Mr Camp has 
m i g h t  h a v e c a l l e d  a 1. Cars will not, and this has already adopted when necessary. 
terminological inexactitude. been shown countless times to be (Don't do as I do, do as I tell 

The old I/R was dirty, warm impossible, update every time you!). 
and companionable. This one is a they are given a job by their local 2. Duplication of effort is 
vast, soulless barn, bitterly cold cont ro ls .  Consequent ly ,  a bound to occur when more than 

one '9' is received for a particular 
job. This is recognised, and the 
intercom system is supposed to 
prevent it. But it all takes time, 
and time at busy periods, we just 
don't have. 
Cars calling for speech updates 

will simply g o  unanswered, 
resulting in the stored information 
becoming more out of date than 
the old manual plots, resulting in 
still greater use of the "Any car 
for . . ." cop out. 

3. O n  the manual plot, a 
change from "going to RTA" to 
"off at RTA" could be made with 
a quick chinagraph cross. The 
same thing now means typing in 
the call sign and adding a line of 
typed text sincc to substitute the 
8 1 for the 2 1 or 22 will show the 
car off at scene but delete the type 
of job. 

Your headline is wrong. This is 
not the last word in technology, it 
is a complete sentence from 
which I can see no remission for 
good conduct. Nor can 1 see that 
the "teething" troubles due to 
p o o r  r a d i o  r e c e p t i o n  o r  
equipment malfunction are the 

Reply 
T H E  M A N  in c h a r g e  o f  
Informat ion R o o m ,  Chief  
Inspector John Camp, read John 
Glasscock's letter with genuine 
amusement. But he took the 
opportunity also to tick off The 
Law for references to "Control 
Room" in the last issue. 

" T h e  c o r r e c t  t i t l e  i s  
Information Room," he stated, 
b'so that there is no confusion 

control." 
Mr Camp made specific points 

in reply to the criticisms. First, ir 
is not the general practice to call 
up for any car in a partici lar area 
to  deal with an incident. 
However, where the case is 
urgent, for example where life or 
limb is in danger or there is a 
crime in commission, it is a waste 
of valuable time to call up a 
specific car only to find it 
unavailable. 

"There may be another car 
passing through the area which 

position and is right on top of the 
incident," he said. 

TOO SOON 
The vast base is not always 

working at present but these are 
merely technical faults. The cars 
are only now being titted with the 
apparatus and the engineers have 
simply had too little time to go 
back to make adjustments. 

Problems with simultaneous 
'999 calls have also been foreseen. 
But once the operator updates, 
the information will be shown on 

operator waiting to transmit 
about a 999 call will hear the 
other operator transmitting a 
similar call. 

Chief Inspector Camp noticed 
that John Glasscock's letter was 
written on 12th March. He points 
out that Information Room only 
went fully live on channel 2 on 
6th March -just six days before 
Ithe letter was written. 

"We've got a lot to learn in 
here yet," he remarked, "this is a 
hit early. The equipment has 
settled down, now we have to get 

cause of the problem. The system 
has been designed (and again I 
use the term loosely) with an eye 
to technological gimmickry, not 
operational simplicity or even 
feasibility of operation. 

As with most misconceived 
computer systems, you gain a 
marginal increase in information 
(the number of people per car, 
useful for directing vehicles to 
fights but easily established by 
asking) for a gigantic increase in 
complications, possibility of 
o p e r a t o r  e r r o r ,  e x p e n s e ,  
manpower an4 frustration. Sorry, 
all involved in producing this 
white elephant - waste as much 
of the ratepayers' money as you 
like, but don't waste my time, or, 
more important, the time of poor 
Old Bill on the beat who has to 
try to speak to us. 

Thanks 
\ 

Dear Sir, 
We would like to thank all the 

police officers and administration 
staff for the collection made on 
behalf of my family and myself 
on the sudden death of my 
h u s b a n d ,  your  fr iend a n d  
colleague Ron. 

It is very difficult to put 
feelings into words, but I know 
that you have lost a very loyal 
and hard working man who will 
always be remembered. 

Once  again, our  grateful 
thanks to you for such a generous 
gift. 

Bless you all. 
Yours sincerely 

Patricia. Debbie and Jeffrev 



E Pensioner one-upmanshipi m 

I 

Witnesses to 7943 bomber 
THE UNFAILING ability of police pensioners to go one better was never better ; 

WHAT connection can 
there possibly be between 
the unidentifiable flying 
object pictured above, a 
youth group in Cheshire 
and the Essex Village of 
Layer Breton? That's just 
what we hope to discover. 

First to Cheshire where 
No. 146 Squadron, Air 
Training Corps, held a 
comuetition for a futuristic 

crash sought 
John Linn, an officer 

with No. 146 Squadron is 
t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  u p  
background information 
about this fragment. He 
knows that shortly after 
midnight on 14th April, 
1943, a Dornier 217 was 
shot down by a Mosquito 

airciaft. This was won by a night fighter, piloted by Flt. 
mounted fragment of a Lt. John Benson, navigated 
German Dornier aircraft by F g. 0 f f r  . Lew i S 
pictured above. Now this Brandon. 
was shot down at Layer It came to rest on Layer 
Breton in 1943. Breton Heath about 50 

1 Grays ladies I 
I knit for cash I 

A SPONSORED KNIT by police wives at Grays, 
known as the Grays Ladies' Panda Club, resulted in 
£50 raised in the form of cash and a lot of knitting 
which, when assembled, made up into seven decorative 
blankets. 

And recently Mrs. Kath Dawes, left above, went 
along to Thurrock Hospital to present the League of 
Hospital Friends with the blankets and cash, Miss 
Doris With, standing right, receiving the gifts on behalf 
of the hospital. Seated in front is a patient. 

Picture by courtesy of Thurrock Gazette. 

y a r d s  f rom the  only  
building for miles, a 
farmhouse, and much to 
the annoyance of the 
farmer had badly bent 
some young trees in an 
orchard. The German radio 
operator was killed in the 
combat but three other 
crew members bailed out 
and  were appa ren t ly  
rounded up by the Police. 

John Linn asked first for 
a copy of the report of this 
incident but none can be1 
found. He has a copy of the 
pilot's report. 

So The Law is asking 
pensioners, or students of 
those times, to search their 
memories. Who was the 
policeman who rounded up 
the three German flyers? 
And can he remember 
enough about the incident 
to fill in the blanks for the 
lads of No. 146 Squadron, 
a.t.c.0 

Just phone or write the 
T h e  L a w  a t  P o l i c e  
Headquarters. 

demonstrated than when The Law heard from ex-DS 101 F D Clark. 
He wrote, "Having seen photographs of recruit classes published because of 

reunion gatherings, I thought you and your readers would be interested in a 
photograph of the first recruit class of 1929 - just 50 years ago." 

He was one of 150 hopefuls who paraded at H.Q. early in 1929. And just 45 
vacancies were on offer. 

Pictured below is Mr Clark's recruit class of 1929 and 50 years on some sdll meet 
at the pensioners' garden party. He is on the right of the instructor, exdgt E 
Brookes. 

The Law had just digested all this when Bert Brinkley strolled in with his 5 l-years- 
back picture, bottom. 

Of the 23 in the class 11 had been sworn in during 1927 but had to wait for a 
class. 

Bert Brinkley is seated on the right. He says, "As far as can be ascertained 10 of 
the class survive. A number passed on during the last decade and 3 were disposed of 
under the Discipline Code" - sounds painful. 

Identify these New Court Players I 

NOW, here's a topical flashback picture at a time when Our picture shows a stage production by the "New 
new buildings are opening. More or less in the space Court Players" the forerunners of the HQ Musical 
between the old Headquarters canteen and the new Society so it's topical in this respect too with their 
extension there used to stand a wooden hut. It was production of Guys and Dolls just ended. 
known quite simply as "the social hut" and was indeed 
a far cry frorp the present swish amenities areas. Certainly we can identify former Chief Supt. Bill 

Among other activities which used to take place Docker, standing on the left and ex-Chief Supt. Harry 
there were probationers' self defence sessions at the Smith on the right. In the wheelchair is former Supt. 
hands of Tom Pinch - never to be forgotten by Ralph Hagger. So come on readers. Who are the 
anyone put through the mill. others? What was the play and the date of production? 



Subs./Refs. 
Allowances 
THE Force Order has been pub- 
lished; Divisional Commanders 
have had the spirit of the Order 
spelled out to them; Divisional 
Administration Officers have 
changed the habits of lifetimes to 
comply with this "spirit". All that 
remains is for the membership to 
understand that they, too, have a 
responsibility to treat the subject 
with commonsense. 

The idea was sold to the Chief 
Constable on the understanding 
that for many years members of 
the Force had given more than 
they had taken in connection with 
these allowances. There had been 
an abundance of anomalies, but 
in the end the Force had 
benefitted and the members had 
accepted the situation. To  some 
grea t  ex ten t ,  t h e  S t a n d i n g  
Advisory Committee believed 
that the new spirit behind this 
Force Order, would redress the 
balance: and to a lesser extent it 
was felt that the members of the 
Force would not wish to "kill the 
goose that lays the golden egg". 

The Chief Officer is given, by 
Police Regulations, the right to 
increase the amount paid to 
officers I F  they haire spent more 
than the specified allowance, be it 
on subsistence or refreshment. 
This he retains within the terms of 
the Force Order. 

Those same regulations give 
him the right to  reduce the 
amount paid I F  he considers the 
claim to be excessive in all the cir- 
cumstances - again he retains 
this right within the Force Order. 

Now commonsense is being 
applied by supervisors to the pay- 
ment of the claims, it only 
remains for the members to 
understand that if the same 
commonsense is applied to the 
making of claims, there will never 
be a need for the second course of 
action to be used by the Chief 
Constable. 

Spectacles 

Standing Order 4915 para- 
graph 33 restricts the issue of 
A l g h a  D o m i n o r  M f r a m e  
approved design spectacles with 
plastic single vision lenses to 
officers on "outside duties". As a 
result of representations by me to 
Assistant Chief Constable "A", 
Mr. Taylor, agreement has been 
reached that this be extended to 
include officers who may have 
contact with violent members of 
the public during the course of 
their duty, although they are not 
strictly speaking "working 
outside". 

So officers who are employed 
as front office clerks, jailers or 
station sergeants, may apply for 
plastic safety lens approved 
design spectacles. Clerical and 
admin staff who are safely 
cocooned from the public will not 
be able to apply. 

Force and Standing Orders will 
be amended in due course. 

Uniform 

After meetings of the Joint 
Branch Board Uniform Com- 
mittee and Joint Consultation 
with the Chief Constable, agree- 
ment has been reached that 
samples of summer shirts will be 
obtained for consideration. It is 
hoped that if a suitable "smart" 
issue can be made that these will 
in due course be made available 
for patrol duties. 

On the question of protective 
helmets for women officers, the 
Joint Branch Board holds the view 
that wornen onicers should not be 
used in incidents where it is 
known beforehand that this type 
of protection would he needed. 

Never 
IN JANUARY, led by 
Fred Feather, Rayleigh's 
crime prevention sergeant, 
a campaign got underway 
to combat indecent assaults 
and accostings in South 
East Essex where children 
are the victims. 

It was based on the 
Home Office film "Never 
go with strangers" which 
uses Little Red Riding 
Hood, and Hansel and 
Gretel to emphasise the 
dangers of children going 
with people they do not 
know. 

In Rayleigh alone the 
film has had 60 showings 
and taking things one step) 
further Fred Feather has 
built up a chain warning 
sys tem on  indecency  
offences involving children. 

Being selective so as not 
to over-use the scheme, the 
Detective Chief Inspector 
selects incidents meriting 
circulation. The Collator 
then phones a simple 
message to a few schools. 

They pass it on enabling 
all the schools in the 
locality to  be quickly 
warned of accostings, 
e x p o s u r e s  o r  o t h e r  
offences. 

"An immediate benefit is 
the increased flow of 
information," says Fred 
Feather. "This is, of course, 
a crime prevention exercise 
so we don't measure it by 
arrests." 

The Sergeant delivers 
many talks in schools and 
goes in civilian clothes so 
that he looks unlike a 
policeman and can make 
the point that he is a 
stranger too. 

A few days after one 
visit the teacher, doing a 
follow-up session, asked the 
children, "Who shouldn't 
you go with?" As one they 
all replied: "Sgt Feather". 

Home Office have 
written to say: "It does 
seem that there may be a 
future for such snowball 
schemes," and for Home 

The Chief Constable holds the 
same view, saying that he would 
not expect women officers to be 
used in those situations, nor 
would he be issuing these helmets 
to them unless there was a 
specific request for them. 

The Executive Committee 
accepted this and gave an under- 
taking that no such request would 
be made at this time. 

H.Q. 
The Executive Committee in 

Joint Consultation asked the 
Chief Constable if the small 
dining room at Force Head- 
quarters is confined to use by 
Inspectors and above and AP3 
Grade Civilians and above. The 
Chief Constable assured the 
Committee that this was not the 
case; the small dining facility is to 
provide waitress service for meals 
and that there would be a 
surcharge to cover the cost of this 
facility. Anyone entertaining 
guests, or where officers of differ- 
ing ranks were involved in the 
same party could use the facility 
on payment of the surcharge. 

Since feelings have been 
running fairly high over this 
matter, the Chief Constable 
agreed to publish the rules for this 
dining room for the information 
of members of the Force. 

(This should stop the Editor 
from bleating (should that be 
grunting?) about a Force Head- 
quarters Piggery!) 

Certainly no t  grunting. 
Whether or not the Federation 
correspondent has a desire to 
dine at  the cost of a surcharge, 
we have none. And whether the 
establishment will cease to be a 
piggery because of its new 
clients or whether they will 
begin to grunt is a matter for 
more joint consultation than 
space here will allow. - Ed. 

....................... 
......v..........-.........._.............. ......................................... go with Strangers:~~.,k~*~-.*..m*a-~ 
. . . . . . . . . . . . ecruitin 

say Fred and Wilber force 
. . . . . . . . 
::I . . RECRUIT courses are begin . . . . 
.f. . . Davis pay award just beg . ' . . 

. . 
WILBERFRED the wicked feather force wolf, no that's wrong, Wilberforce the b . ,  . . 

b .  -. . . . . 
Wicked Wolf with Fred Feather in the office reading letters from school children 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 
they have visited. . . . . . . .. . . . . 

L., 

Office this is enthusiasm. 
In conjunction, Fred's 

colleague John Cackett 
drew up a big bad wolf 
picture and this has been, 
made up into lapel badges 
bearing the warning: 
"Never go with strangers." 

Following publicity for 
the scheme and the badges 
a letter came from South 
Australia asking for details 
and some badges. "But at 

lop each they are a bit dear 
to send away," says Fred. 

To make the message 
even more graphic Fred has 
acquired a model wolf with 
a wicked lear which the 
k i d s  c h r i s t e n e d  
"Wilberforce the Wicked 
Wolf' after a Saturday 
Club appearance. 

The Law found Fred and 
Wilberforce in the Rayleigh 
office reading thank-you 

letters from a class who 
had visited the station the 
week before. 

Marie wrote: "Thank 
you very much for showing ... us around I especially 
think you should have a 
week off," with which 
Wilberforce agreed. 

Heidi wrote: ". . .  You 
and all your Police Force 
are my best friends". 

Essex detectives top 
ESSEX DETECTIVES are 
achieving consistently good 
results on training courses. 

Two officers from this 
county are sent on each 
Junior CID course held at 
Preston, Lancashire, and in 

almost every case, are 
placed within the top six on 
each course. 

D e t e c t i v e  C h i e f  
Superintendent Peter Crust 
said: "I am delighted that 
Essex has such a good 

reputation. I think our 
success may be because we 
send men who are already 
working on the C.I.D. on 
the courses and they have a 
certain amount of practical 
experience." 

strengthening street shifts. T 

FRONT ROW FROM LE1 
(City Police) Rochford; J. L 
Chelmsford; S. Norris (Elc 
Halstead. 
CENTRE: A. Morter (Met. 
G. Rayner (%dent) ClaGa 
man) Chelmsford; B. Morl 

REAR: P. Rawlings (Sc 
Bromlev (Bank clerk) Basi .-. 

.S.' 

-, . - 

. : . Office) Clacton; P. ~ l i o t  (l . . ...................................... ....................................... ...................................... ...................................... 

AFTER Chelmsford Divisional Sports Club committee decided to support the 
Mayor of Chelmsford's burns unit appeal with a donation o f f  100, it only remained 
for Chairman, Inspector Brian Palmer, to hand over the cheque. This he did at a 

recent function at Chelmsford Police Station. The Mayor is Mrs. Enid King. 

SUNNING HIMSELF on I 

O n e w a  B e a c h ,  N e w  l 

Zealand, is Sergeant Lionel 
Thomas of Grays. On 5th 
November, he travelled by 

, British Airways and Air 
New Z e a l a n d  f o r  a n  
extended holiday in that 
country. 

Making the most of the 
temperate climate, Lionel 
t rave l led  ex tens ive ly  
throughout the northern 
island, staying with friends 
and in local Y.M.C.A. 
hostels. He travelled along 
desert roads, visited vast 
expanses of beautiful 
beaches and saw the usual 
tourist attractions New 
Zealand has to  offer, 
including the geysers at 
R o t a r u a  a n d  M a o r i  

1 I villages. 
l 

Sergeant Thomas also 
took the opportunity of 
looking up some old friends 
from Essex. He visited 
M i c k  T a t u m ,  ex  
Chelmsford Town P.C. and 
his family at their home in 
Torbay, Auckland. Mick 
has been in New Zealand 
about 11 years, but is 



I picks up as pay review takes effect 
to increas in size with the effects of the Edmun stage last month included 36, four of whom transferred from other forces. Biggest 

ng to work through to the point of actually single group is the Clacton contingent of 8. 
Photographed in two groups only for convenience, these recruits arrived in 

ourse which passed through the local procedure ~ iv i s ions  last week. 

C. Dunn (Analyst) posted to Harwich; M. Thwaites FRONT ROW FROM LEFT: C. Francis (Nurse) Benfleet; M. Smith (Bank 
i (Met Police) Saffron Walden; S. Fry (Met Cadet) clerk) Harlow; G. Maunder (Insurance broker) Chelmsford; D. Thomas (Postman) 
:ian) Brentwood; N. Harrington (Shop assistant) * Clacton; M. Bird (Council worker) Grays; W. Ferguson (Tanker driver) Tilbury. 

CENTRE: C. Lambert (Student) Harlow; G. R. Drake (Surveyor) Southend; G. 
ice) ~ . Harlow; . - N. --- Curtis ( ~ u i l & n ~  - P - Insp.) Basildon; Rees (Insurance broker) Clacton; A. Barlow (Metal worker) Clacton; M. Kennedy , . Barten (Student) Clacton; R. Fenning (Ambulance. (Accounts assistant) Grays; I. Box (Bank clerk) Southend. 
Water abiliff) Clacton. 

REAR: P. J. Henderson (Student) Basildon; R. A. Buckland (Service engineer) 
)) Canvey; G. Bassett (Estate agent) Rayleigh; A. Braintree; A. Hall (Customs & Excise) Harlow; A. P. Barton (Explosives searcher) 
; G. Cornish (Builder) Clacton; R. Wickens (Post Canvey; J. Hobrough (Diesel fitter) Colchester; J. Bray (Warranty inspector) 
Service) Colchester. Ockendon. 
. . . . . . - . . . . .-:: -................. ;.>-: ..:......... . ............................. , . . . . . . .................................................................................. -;.-;..;.-.-.-. . . . . . . . . . . . . - . - . 7 . . . . . . . . . . . - - . . .~.~.~.-.~.-.~.~.~.~.-.-.-.~ . . .........-. . . . . ..: ::: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................................ - ..... - . . .  . . . . .............................,...*.*.....*................... :.:...:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: 

n N.Z. 

y icturning to this 
rye 

a l so  met  Pe te r  
im and his wife, ex 
2. Jane Root, both 
:rly of Chelmsford 
I. They have been 
about five years, and 
~d Ta t e ,  ano the r  
nsford Town officer 

a Cons t ab l e  a t  
puna Police Station. 
In Copas who was 
~tly on holiday in 
in is now Senior 
ity Investigator for 
New Zealand, and 
Squires, ex Southend 

~ g h  Officer is now a 
r Detective Sergeant 
~kapuna. 

me1 found that the 
of life was much 

:r in New Zealand 
cost of living was the 
, but wages higher. 
~ugh he enjoyed his 
mmensely and had a 
time, Lionel doesn't 

d to emigrate. 

lyway, he has to agree 
all the other ex- 

uts there - "the beer's 
gnat's!" 

Drink can rings will buy 
Kidney machine 

W H E N  Pe te  Ca f fyn ,  
Stanway Traffic Garage, 
read a magazine appeal for 
metal "ring can pulls" for 
the Renal Unit of Adden- 
b r o o k e s  H o s p i t a l ,  
Cambridge, he set up a 
collecting box in the 
canteen at Stanway, and in 
j u s t  o v e r  s i x  w e e k s  
collected about 1,000 rings. 

Two million 

It takes two million rings 
i to  purchase a kidney 

machine. It may be that the 
lads at Stanway are boozier 
than most, but Pete feels 
that if all the bars and 
canteens throughout the 
force installed a similar 
collecting box, Essex Police 
Officers could go a long 
way  t o w a r d s  he lp ing  
Addenbrookes reach their 
target. 

In charge of the scheme 
is Miss Sally Tabor ,  
Nursing Officer at the 
Renal Unit of the Hospital, 
who is a member of several 

international committees 
involved in Renal Trans- 
plant Work and research. 
All collected rings can be 
sent directly to her at The 
Renal Unit, Addenbrookes 
Hospi tal ,  Hills Road ,  
Cambridge, or to  P.C. 
Caffyn at Stanway. 

Save lives 

As Pete says: "In our job 
we know only too well that 
drink costs lives, but in this 
case, with our help, drink 
can save lives." 

I Now Wardens can manaael 

THE management game is catching on. Last week eight Senior Wardens and 
Supervisors attended a week-long course at H.Q. on this subject. The Senior TWs 
were all promoted on April 1st. The course was run by Ch. Insp. Alan Levy of 
H.Q. (A). 

Our picture shows, left to right - Traffic Warden Supervisor Derek Prior, 
Colchester; Senior T.W. Dennis Rayment, Clacton; Senior T.W. Bill Holloway, 
Colchester; Senior T.W. Jack Francis, Chelmsford; Senior T.W. Brenda Yates, 
Rayleigh; Senior T.W. Norah Gant, Southend; Senior T.W. Phyllis Talbot, 
Basildon; Traffic Warden Supervisor Alf Jolly, Basildon. 

P.P.H.A. Lottery. 
The Cards for lottery No. 8 

have been circulated to those who 
partook in lottery No. 7. Lottery 
No. 8 commences on 29 April. It 
is unfortunate that owing to 
industrial dispute by the Civil 
Service Union the draw for the 
lucky 'Ernies' has not been 
announced for the past 4 weeks, 
but we are assured the lucky 
numbers will be published as soon 
as the dispute is settled. It would 
be appreciated if the cash for the 
tickets could be submitted as 
early as possible and thus obviate 
the necessity for frequent phone 
calls. 

Pete Caffyn 

FIRST of all this Month, news of 
forthcoming events. On the 4th 
May a social at Maplin Club, 
Shoebury, tickets now available 
'at 70p, either from me or Chico 
Bates at Southend 612174. 

On the 2nd June, Headquarters 
comes to life again, this time with 
an "Oompah" night in the 
assembly hall. Tickets at £2 each 
which includes a supper. Tickets 
will be abailable from me on Ext 
522, or home number Chelmsford 
466854. 

Now to past events. First of all, 
news from Southend. I hear that 
about 30 people attended the film 
show, which was held in the 
assembly hall at Southend. This 
attendance is not good by 
Southend standards. Chico tells 
me that he has now got available 
some London Transport country 
walk books (numbers 2 and 3). 

The IPA house at Leigh 
continues to thrive, first visitors 
arrive in early April, and the 
house is fully booked to October. 

Now news from Harlow. An 
"Oompah" night was held on 

Continued on page 8 

INCOME Tax 
Many letters of protest have 

appeared in the national press 
recently regarding the jniquitous 
tax on the elderly. One person 
complained that  with the 
employers pension and retirement 
pension together only slightly 
exceeding the £4,000 limit, but 
with 'grossed up' building society 
interest on savings. anv relief was 
denied, consequently more than 
25 per cent of total income was 
payable in tax. As owners rates 
were paid on a bungalow his 
income so far as rates are 
concerned is doubly taxed. The 
suggestion is that Mr. Healey be 
asked to introduce legislation to 
relieve part or all of this tax 
injustice. This example is typical 
of the position of many police 
pensioners and as this matter is 
stated policy of our N.E.C. we 
look forward to relief, in some 
form, in the forth coming budget 
on 3 April. 

Obituary. 
We learned with regret of the 

death of ex D/S Dick Joughin on 
5 March. 'Dick' had been on 
retirement for only 2 years and 
leaves a widow, a son and two 
daughters. He lived at Boreham 
and was a member of the 
C h e l m s f o r d  B r a n c h .  A n  
expression of sympathy has been 
sent to the widow and family. 

It is also learned today that ex 
I n s p e c t o r  R o y  ( C h a r l i e )  
Coombes, formerly of the Road 
Safety Dept and Driving School, 
died on 20 March. 'Roy' has been 
on pension for about 13 years 
and recently moved from Poole, 
Dorset to Rudgeley, Staffs. Our 
sympathy is extended to his 
widow and family. 

It seems most unlikely that 
bowls will be p layed on  
Headquarters green this year. It 
has been impossible to enlist the 
services of an expert groundsman 
to replace Wally who left last 
year. This must be regretted, 
many of us will recall the many 
hours of 'hard labour' put in 
during 1936 in the preparation of 
the green under the watchful eye 
of the late A. C. C. John 
Crockford, who encouraged the 
art by allowing us novices to 
practise on the front lawn at 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  - bowling 
crossways from 'the clock' 
towards the Gatehouse, Happy 
Days! 

Without going back too far, 
one recalls also the annual flower 
and vegetable show and children's 
sports which were held on the 
front lawn during the last War, a 
feature of the day was the greasy 
pole which was placed over the 
static water tank accommodated 
on the lawn, culminating with a 
ladies garment suspended from 
the siren like a windsock The 
community spirit certainly existed 
in those days but, alas, we are left 
wondering why the enthusiasm is 
no more. 

Chelmsford A.G.M. 
The Agenda is awaiting the 

Spring bulletin so as to conserve 
postage. If the bulletins do not 
arrive by the end of April, the 
Agenda will be posted on its own. 
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Mixed luck in Regional indoor games events 
NO LUCK for Essex in the 14-20 in the deciding game, where last year's champ, 
indoor games events held at  , but couldn't clinch it. Jim Glaister was laid up Blank at Southend but Fug1 wins darts 
Southend on March 16 MO Chaplin met the a f t e r  a c a r  c r a s h .  
organised by Ron Irwin. eventual singles winner, Val O r g a n i s e r ,  R o n  I rwin  

The nearest the home Taylor of Kent *in round stepped in to cany the Essex 
squad came was in the one, and lost. And paired flag, but, yes, he met the 
ladies table tennis doubles with Mike Grout, she met eventual winner too. And 
where MO Chaplin and Miss Taylor - and Bob that was that. 
Marion YOUI-ig won their Elvy - in the  mixed 
way into the final only to doubles, and lost there too. But it was a good day for 
lose to the Thames Valley Final first round exit came Essex organisation. NO 

in t h e  men's d o u b l e s  hitches as Ron, assisted by pair-. 
Elsewhere Essex came through Doug Anderson D a v e  B 0 X ,  J 0 h n 

up against the round-one and Keith Marsh, both Wheatland, Jerry Tuthill, 
barrier .  John  G r a h a m  short of match practice. Dave King and Mick Grout 
playing in the singles and ran the meeting off. 
veterans events, lost in the 
first round. 

CRASH 

r l l l l l l l l I I I I l I I I l  
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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SURPRISED winner of the 
Regional darts champion- 
ships organised by the City 
of London Police in late 
March was Hadleigh CSB 

And Essex missed a 
double win by a whisker as 
MO Chaplin from Southend 
lost the women's contest, 2- 
1, by one dart. Needing 
double one MO threw and 

With the next dart her 
rival from Surrey threw and 

I Playing best of three, 
I 501-up, in the men's final 

Bob Fugl made it in two 
I straight games over a 

L I m l l l r l l m l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l = =  

Athletics season preview 
THE OPENING event of 
the 1979 track athletics 
season is only four weeks CHAMPIONSHIPS, MAY 3 1st 

Chelmsford. 
Thanks to their worst 100, 200, 400, 800, 1500, 3000 steeple, 3000 walk, 1600 

relay, shot, discus, hammer, javelin, long jump, high jump. 

100, 800, shot, javelin, long jump, medley relay (100, 100, 

League. But track and field 
secretary, Bert Wallace, of 
Wickford, is determined- to 
get things moving this year. sport have suffered equally, match at Chelmsford this 
Already he is in contact walking, cross-country and year, there is the Force OLD TIME MUSIC HALL - with  known a th le t i c s  track-field all being short of Championship meeting, the Essex Police Federation and Headquarters Musical 
specialists and asks any numbers. Regional and  National AS WAS remarked upon in last Society combine to entertain you 
recent recruits to the Force N o W t h a t  t h e  P.A.A. championships, as month's issue, you can't race 

walk in several inches of snow. Saturday 19th May, 1979 - 7.30 p.m. 
to contact him at Wickford. announcement has been well as various other events Between blizzards, walking got Audience in Edwardian Dress preferably 

Or a word with the m a d  e h e r  a 1 d i n g t h e giving an outing every week going again last month before the -Prize for best effort. 
Sports Office at H.Q. will reopening of cadet entry, for those who care to run snow came back to cancel the Bar extension applied for - Waiter Service. 
have the same effect. athletics can look forward often. national 10 miles scheduled for 

is pure York on l?th March. Admission price includes "Ploughman's Supper." 
This Force has held the to some new young blood. 

As far as Police are concerned, All proceeds to Police Charities. - 

Regional P.A.A. team TOO LATE says Sports Secretary the month's results bear some Tickets f 1.25 each from Federation Office, 
athletics championship for H e d g e t h c) r n e . N (l resemblance to a two horse race, Headquarters - ext. 398 
so long that other forces But this will not help the complications with sticks, problems persisting in many 
have almost stopped trying. season of 1979 when Bert nets or other complicated quarters. Sheppard showed 

good form in capturing 5th place present internationals to turn out RESULTS 
~ u t  not quite: the next one Wallace, and Andy Down or expensive Or in the Southern Counties 10,000 =hat he finished i r d  was only Southern Counties IOm: 
is always the hardest to w h 0 100 k a f t e r  t h e  clothing. It comes down to metres track championship at marginally more surprising than 3.3.79. D. Sheppard 84.00; J 
win. runners, as opposed to the who can run the fastest." Crystal Palace, in a time which the under 8 offwith Hedgethorne 89.13. -. 

1 It was obvious that the track-field squad, will have It's a bit quicker than One of his better efforts this almost no training. Woodford 10m; 10.3.79. 13th 
J. Hedgethorne 88.54. suspension of cadet entry to get a full team out every J o g  gi  n g b u t  J s t  a .'":Eugh Hedgethorne has o f  a b s e n t  fr iends.  Mike Colchester mile: 1.3.79. 3rd 

F into the Force would cause time to hold the opposition. b e  n e f i c i a l . A n y o n e bee,, a t  pa ins  to race f a i r l y  Dunion is training again and ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~  7.43. 
the athletics team problems The season promises to interested contact Bert regularly, pain has been the word should make a racing come-back Southern Counties 10kms: 
because the Cadet School be interesting. As well as Wallace at Wickford, Andy for most of it. No exception to Peter Ryan is building 14.3.79. 5th D. Sheppard 48 02. 

? had been the centre of five league matches which Down at Westcliff, or John 
walk, raced a demonstration at Colchester as  mile a UP If everything for 50 went this right month both National Police 10m: 29.3.79 

i athletics activity in the are all within easy reach - f f  e d g e  t h o r n e a t  prelude to a sponsored walk, c o u l d  c o n t e n d  f o r  w o r l d  4th D. S11eppard3 79.12; 5th P. 
Force. All branches of the Police even have an awav Headuuarters. hP WRq nnP nf 5 nlCt  championships places this year R ~ a n  80.18. 



Sports Association now on firmer financial footing 
I- 
MEETING on April 19, 
the Executive Committee 
of the Force Sports Assoc- 
iation considered estimates 
of financial expenditure by 
sports sections for the 
coming year. 

Last year this had been a 

dreadful task. Cash was 
short and estimates were 
high; money available was 
only about three-quarters 
of what sections had re- 
quested. 

But this year sectional 
committees seemed to have 

got the message exercising 
great restraint. The Execu- 
tive Committee were able 
to agree amounts almost 
unchanged ,  t he  only  
exception being where 
part icular  items were 
contrary to policy. 

I Essex success at Glasgow 1 
THE LONG trip to Glasgow for the P.A.A. combined championship in Cross 

l 
country running and race walking, last Thursday, resulted in a fair degree of  success 
for Essex. 

I Heading the list must be Andy Hayman's 15th place in the cross country. The 
I leading police runners got away early but Andy was always part of the chasing 
I bunch along with three other South East Region runners. In the closing stages the 
I young Essex runner had no answer to their finishing power but held on for 15th. 
l In the team event Essex had a heartening llth, halfway up the field of 21 teams. 
t Andy Down had cried off and his presence in the same part of the field as Hayman 
I might have lifked Essex into the top 8. 
I Martin Atkinson just beat Steve Pearmain (65 and 66) and Barry Daymond 
: completed the scoring with 98th place in the 151-strong field. 
, In the 10 miles walk the two Essex competitors showed well, taking 4th and 5th 
I positions. Denis Sheppard managed to reverse recent results by beating Peter Ryan 
I by a little over a minute. This race was won by Essex-based Amos Seddon, the : Metro Police sergeant on port duty at Harwich. 

Womens helmets rejected 
FOLLOWING discussions L a W i n M a r c  h ,  f o r  violent situations the hard 
and joint consultation policewomen. hats would be valuable. 

Opinion among WPC's However, the Chief has 
between the Chief and the themselves was that they reiterated the policy that 
Federation, a decision has preferred their present style police women will no t  
been taken not to buy hard for everyday wear but that knowingly be sent to such 
hats, as featured in The if they- wire to attend situations. 

of the old one, is beginning to take on a recognisable appearance. 
The site was once the old Quarry Hill School and when The Law called to 

record progress some demolitions were still in progress. 
Completion is scheduled for this summer. 

THE March Hare Rally took 
place on  Friday,  March  9, 
starting at Ashdowns Garage in 
Danbury. Organised by Derek 
Arber and Lloyd Shelley, the rally 
was won by John Hart and Brian 
Jaggs, with Linda and John 
Vallance taking second place. 
Both these teams have been well 
to the fore in all our recent rallies 
and are to be congratulated on 
their consistent performances. 

Club marshalls had a rather 
busy weekend, for following our 
rally, Chelmsford Motor Club 
held their Preistly Rally overnight 
on 9-10 March. Travelling as far 
afield as Norfolk and Suffolk, our 
enthusiasts suffered a bit from the 
cold, but all agreed that this was 
worthwhile and enjoyable. 

O n  S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  25, 
Hertfordshire Police Motor Club 
held a Car Production Trial at 
Tring Park, when 48 brave or 

perhaps insane competitors took 
part on some of the most slippery 
slopes ever known, the whole 
course having been made a 
quagmire by early morning rain. 
A wide selection of cars were 
used on this assault course, from 
an Austin 7 right up to  a brand 
new - well, it was when the 
event started - Saab Turbo. 
Derek Stone and Phil Knight 
were the lone flyers of the Seaxes' 
f lag,  Phil  fo r  t h e  s e c o n d  
consecutive season won the 
F.B.P.M.C. Trophy, but his wife, 
Penny, is still suffering from the 
bumpy ride and the resultant 
bruises. 

Although Sunday, March 25, 
was rather cold and.wet, a few 
members braved the elements to 
take up the Sporting Car Club of 
Norfolk's invitation to marshail on 
the Ted Cleghorn Memorial Stage 
Rally. Their reward was a 
tremendous day of exciting rally 
sport, largely due to an entry list 
of 90. Our first marshalling 
position was In a forest at  
Attlebridge, near Norwich. This 

proved to be a very difficult stage, 
due mainly to the overnight rain, 
which caused some spectacular 
scenes with most spectators 
getting a mud bath - still, it's 
good for the complexion. 

The afternoon stage was at  
Hethel Airfield, which lies in the 
shadow of the Lotus factory The 
winds dried out the field in time 
for this stage and some very fast 
times were recorded. Local  
c o m p e t i t o r s  inc luded  Tim 
Spearman and Richard Bonner, 
both familiar faces on the Seaxes 
12 car rally scene, and both were 
in fairly strong positions at the 
end of the day. 

At a Committee Meeting on 
Monday, March 19, it was 
decided to accept an invitation to 
join the Forest Group. This is a 
group of four clubs, Billericay, 
Wickford, Romford Enthusiasts 
and South East Essex Auto Club. 
This decision will1 bring more 
motor sport to Seaxes, both in the 
competitive and marshalling 

Continued on page 8 

Amounts allocated to in the Police Authority's 
sections totalled &4,633.55. contribution from 75p to 

&l per head; the expansion 
C o u p l e d  wi th  t h i s  ofthelottery fromfourto 

restraint has been an easing eight shares each; and the 
of the Association's finan- stringent measures taken 
cial position. This has come last year. 
about through the increase The Executive resolved 

to recommend to the full 
Management Committee 
that the Association levy 
on divisions should not be 
increased a t  present. 
Divisions were warned last 
year that this might be done 
in the new financial year. 

With engagements like this - 

MASSED police bands march off the Wembley pitch after 
entertaining the crowd before the match. Sgt John Waddington is 
to be seen in the front rank but other Essex bandsmen are hidden. 

Picture by courtesy of Kent Police P.R. Ofllce. 

why does the Band lack players? 
BETWEEN appearing at 
Wembley Stadium and 
holding a meeting a t  
Headquarters under the 
chairmanship of the Chief 
to discuss recruitment the 
band has had one of those 
up and down months - or 
in and out if you play 
trombone. 

Although there are 
c u r r e n t l y  3 3  b a n d  
members, recruitment has 
become a real problem. 
Although a sports team can 
play if overloaded with 
forwards or backs, bowlers 
or batsmen, a band with 
t o o  m u c h  i n  o n e  
department - or more 
likely too little - sounds 
funny. It is quite possible 
for most of the cornets or 
bass instruments to be sick 
or  on holiday which 

connected with the band 
have  been con tac t ed  
r e c e n t l y  b u t  B a n d  
S e c r e t a r y ,  G r a h a m  
Dossett, Chelmsford, is 
convinced there are still 
more about. 

"It 's  a worthwhile  
hobby, very rewarding, and 
a great public relations 
exercise-for the Force," he 
says. This is echoed by the 
Chief who is interested in 
the public relations aspect 
of the band's activities. 

WEMBLEY 

The League Cup final 
was the occasion for the 
appearance of massed 
police bands  o n  the  
Wembley turf. This was to 
celebrate 150 years of 

hal lowed tu r f  would 
apparent ly have been 
dodgy. 

Better luck next time: 
they are there again for the 
England-Wales  i n t e r -  
national in May. 

After rehearsing -all day 
on Friday 16th they headed 
back to Stanway for a 
concert in the Village Hall, 
pausing only to- leave 
behind at Hendon the entire 
drum kit. Then back next 
day for the real thing at 
Wembley. 

The band meet every 
W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g  
between 7.30 p.m. and 10 
p.m. in the HQ assembly 
hall to rehearse. They can 
supply instruments and the 
uniform which is worn for 
all engagements. 

"We need new blood." is 
unbalances the band's police history but the Graham Dossett's cry. 
sound. weather got in on the act New players should contact 

+S o m e 3 0 k n o  W n and the display was at the him at Chelmsford Police 
instrumentalists not already halt, marching on the Station. 

All concentration at Stanway, the evening before Wembley, for excerpts from 
lolanthe. 

* 
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Awards committee withhold braverv tro~hv 
THE committee who sat to award force trophies recently withheld the Wilson 
Trophy for the most meritorious act of bravery during 1978 having received no 
nominations worthy of the award. 

The committee meets annually to award the trophies. As well as the Wilson 
Trophy for bravery, they also consider nominations for the Millard Trophy for 
public relations work and the Betts Trophy for the best piece of work by a Traffic 
Warden. Sitting were Mr. H. Taylor, Ch, Supt. P. Crust, Sgt. Rodgers, and S.T.W. 
Taylor from Chelmsford. 

Some cases had been Put award of the Betts Trophy In 1978 he went one 
up to Headquarters but for the most meritorious better - this time a car 
they were mainly situations action by a Traffic Warden. thief felt the effect of his 
where the Constable merely intervention. 
responded 'to events rather Last year's holder did it 
than extending himself again and will be awarded W h e n  a P a n d  a 
"beyond the call of dutyv. the cup for a second year. Constable pursued a car 

This is Traffic Warden stolen from Colchester, he 

Terry again Michael Terry who was last stopped it in Carnarvon 
yea r  i n s t rumen ta l  in  Road,Clacton.Thedriver 

And the re  was  ' a n  apprehending a motor broke away from arrest and 
unusual aspect to  the cycle thief. fled with the Constable in 

pursuit. On the corner of 
High Street and Beach 
Road two Wardens were 
on duty and when the 
Constable shouted to them 
Michael Terry took up the 
chase. 

Although the thief was 
only 26 years old, fit and 
fleet "of foot, the Warden 
caught up and held him. 
But the prisoner again 
b r o k e  f r ee .  By n o w  
Constable Howell had 
retrieved his Panda and 
driven ahead to cut off the 
fugitive and between the 
Constable and the Warden 
he was arrested. 

I 
Without doubt, had the 

Warden not acted quickly, 
slowing the man down by 
catching hold of him, he 
would have made good his 
escape. 

Motorbikes 

The Millard Trophy goes 
t o  C o n s t a b l e  N i g e l  
Wainwright stationed at 
Westcliff. He has been 
involved in the R.A.C.- 
A .C .U .  m o t o r  c y c l e  
training scheme, aimed at 
training young motor  
cyclists in the basic skills of 

riding with the accent on 
road safety. h 

He has now achieved the 
status of Chief Instructor in " 
the scheme which permits * 

him to examine future 
instructors. He is at present , 

engaged running a course 
of 15 whose average age is 
25. 

All in his own time Nigel 
Wainwright spends about 6 
to 8 hours a week on this 
pursuit, which involves him 
with one of the least 
popular groups in the 
motoring world, and which 
brings credit to him an& to 
the Force. 

Young he also went close to played. I 

Continued from page 7 
senses, as lnvltatlons to all events 
wII be extended to all clubs 
w ~ t h ~ n  the group. 

The Rlossom Rallv takes place Fred moves to Basildon 


