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THE CHIEF'S
SEASONAL
GREETING

IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH ALL

- MEMBERS OF THE FORCE, POLICE AND CIVILIAN, A VERY HAPPY

CHRISTMAS AND AN ENJOYABLE AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

ABADALAYADANANALSLADATADADADATATADANANAL

IN WELCOMING 1982, I find that I

am saying farewell to 1981 with very
- mixed feelings. The past year has been a

difficult one for the police service
nationally. In some cities public order
problems arose which could not be
solved using the low key methods which
have been a feature of British policing
during the past 150 years. Along with
every other police force in the country we
are now in the process of adapting our
training and equipment to meet new
threats to the rule of law.

After the riots there came the
inevitable recriminations and almost
equally inevitable enquiry but it is well
worth noting that the recommendations
in the widely acclaimed subsequent
Report can suggest very little that we do
not do now. In Essex we have always
emphasised the need for our policing
policies to match the needs of the people
of the County. In the past, manpower
shortages made it impossible to provide
the level of service we wished. With the
improved state of recruiting, this Force is
now up to its establishment and we have
been able to re-introduce neighbourhood

Dave Lewis, surrounded by his
: policeman.

policing — not as part of a theoretical
exercise — but as a response to the
express needs of the people we serve.
Because we have responded in this way

" and thanks to the tremendous amount of

excellent work that has been done by the
Force during the past year, we are
receiving very strong public support and
this augers well for next year. If we
continue to provide our communities
with the quality of service they need, we

shall continue to receive their trust and -

co-operation. This means that we have to
keep getting better at our work because
public expectations are continually
rising; we must therefore remain

sufficiently sensitive and alert to detect

new areas of concern and adjust our
response accordingly.

"1 would like to place on record my
thanks for the loyal service which has
been given during the past year and

register, somewhat unusually for a

policeman, my optimism about the future
of our service. I believe that we can look
forward confidently to a challenging but
satisfying New Year.
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Under New Managément

WE NEVER CLOSE

THE COUNTY’S night time policing is now supported
by an extra vehicle from each Traffic sub-division,
specifically required to concentrate on crime and public
order situations between 2.0am and 6.0am each night.

Chief Superintendent
Mike Humberston, in the
first month of his command
of the Traffic Division, has
introduced the measure for
a’ number of reasons.
Firstly, he explains,
changing social patterns
show that more people
work at night and more late
night entertainment
facilities are available.
Added to the extra vehicle
movement this causes is the
growth in heavy goods
vehicle transport —
particularly to and from the
ports — using the less busy
night hours for their
journeys.

Mike emphasises that
Traffic officers are police
officers first and traffic
specialists second. It‘is
therefore right and proper
that they should become
involved in more general
policing activities, which
the all night working will
allow them to do to a far
greater degree.

The addition of an
experienced, highly mobile
and well equipped extra
source of manpower can
only add to the level of
protection afforded to the
public at night. As Mr
Humberston points out, the
extra traffic patrols will
provide an excellent

s

young admirers each with their very own

Dolly

IT MUST be said — with .

apologies to our feminist
friends — that the term
‘dolly cops’ is usually used
to refer to our female police
persons.

However, the dolls in this
picture are quite different.
They’ve been made for a
sale of work in aid of the
Witham Community
Association Playgroups.
The idea of policeman dolls
came from the playgroup

ops?

leaders and was aimed to
demonstrate their
appreciation for the police
visits to these under-age
schoolchildren.

Dave Lewis is the local
Neighbourhood Beat
Officer and as can
obviously be seen, the
model for the dolls. They
sold like hot cakes —
probably to the local
villains who can spend the
long winter evenings
sticking pins in them.

“reserve” in the case of a
serious incident occurring
in a Divison possibly hard
pushed for extra manpower
at this time of night.
Although this is the first
time Traffic Division
personnel have been
required to work all night,
one officer summed up
feelings by saying: “There’s
a mixed reaction from the
men on the ground,
although generally
_speaking, there’s a lot of
enthusiasm for it.” Another
officer who has already

"worked the system said:

“It’s a great idea. We were
kept really busy and it’s
obviously the right thing for
us to be doing.”

For the safety of Traffic
officers — and not just
because of their new night
shifts — they are to be
issued with white covers for
their caps before
Christmas. Experience has

shown that the white caps

are frequently the first thing
seen by . drivers
approaching the scene of
an accident even allowing
for the effectiveness of
yellow tabards and jackets.

It is understood that
even the humming of “just
one cornetto” wilt be borne
with humour and even
fortitude.

PC Andy Williams in his
best bonnet. '
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AS YOU look at the history of the Police
Service certain years stand out as land
marks. Years when events of special
significance appear to change the course
of the organisations development and
which, with hindsight, touched or
specially altered in some way our rela-

tionship with the public, or our own view

of ourselves. :

Selecting those years is what history is all about.
From the numerous decades and the millions of
events what do you select or reject to make your
“history”? It must be a choice in the end, each
organisation or individual making his own decision.

All policemen will see 1829 as being a “Good
Year”. Sir Robert Peel managed, after about 100
years wrangling and talking about it, to get a
professional police force in the London area.
Probably as important as that event were the Cold-
Bath Fields riots in 1833. Here the “New Police”
held their ground against the mobs and won the
respect of, at least, a portion of the community.
Until that time there was little support for any sort
of policing which was seen as a severe intrusion on-
personal liberties. Three policemen were stabbed and
one died, but no rioters were injured. The mob had
met their match.

1856 must be an important year too. That’s when
all the Counties were required to provide police
forces and received grants from Central
Government to do so. Not so good was 1893. A
disorderly hungry and unemployed mob made its
way from the East End right across London to the
affluent residential areas of the West. Shops were
looted in Regent Street and Oxford Street and, it was
alleged, the police stood aside powerless. The
Commissioner got the sack on this occasion and the
respect for the efficiency of the police took a good
hiding.

Most people would see the Police Strike of 1919
as being a black spot in police/public relationships
— but the long-term effects of that strike, for better
treatment, conditions and pay, have allowed a
modern, professional police force to develop.

Certainly the first Road Traffic Act in 1930
started something. The policing of motor vehicles
and their drivers has brought nearly every law-
abiding, God-fearing member of the public under the
policeman’s watchful eye. What THAT little event
did for police/public relations is only too well under-
stood by police and public alike.

Coming up to date, 1964 seems to have been
some sort of watershed. The Police Act of that year
set up a Complaints Against Police procedure. It is
difficult to tell how the public felt about that, but
there’s no doubt that it made the policeman feel a bit
differently about his job.

In 1966 most forces had set up Unit Beat
Policing. Although nobody would mention it at the
time it was to enable some sort of effective policing,

with police establishments being held at a |

dangerously and disgustingly low level. Unit Beat
Policing, you’ll remember, was when policemen were
issued with wheels instead of boots, and the absence
of the patrolling bobby changed the whole face of
British policing. Thank God we’ve left that behind.

So where will 1981 figure in a historical perspec-
tive of the British Police Force in, say, another 50
years? The events of Brixton and Toxteth and the
subsequent Scarman Inquiry may just disappear
into the dustbin with yesterday’s newspapers. But on
the other hand, 1981 may be seen as a year when
something special happened to the British Police
Service.

Always prepared to police large disorders, we
were undoubtedly surprised and shocked and taken
unawares by the direction and severity of the
Summer’s events. Very quickly and very profes-
sionally we responded and law and order was

restored. The repercussions of those two or three:

weeks will take much longer to deal with.

The Scarman Inquiry has laid the blame at every-
bodies feet — probably . quite rightly so. His recom-
mendations for the police are far reaching, but
maybe not as novel as many would see them. Most
police forces have already thoroughly well organised
their Community Beat Policing Schemes, and Essex
is certainly well in the forefront of this effort.

Right or wrong, most of us will never know —

only history will have all the answers.

SPONSORS

- Dear Sir,

My brother has twin 15-
year-old daughters. Last
Christmas one of them —
Vivienne, contracted a rare
and normally fatal disease
known as Aplastic
Anaemia. Months of
intensive treatment failed to
stem the disease. As a last
desperate gamble a bone
marrow transplant was
carried- out, her twin being
the donor. The fifty fifty
chance paid off and
Vivienne has recovered.

My brother and Vivienne
wanted to repay a little of
the tremendous debt owed
to the medical profession,
especially the local hospital.
A marathon race was being
held in the area on October
18th. One of Vivienne’s
teachers entered the event,
and at short notice it was
decided to sponsor her. My
brother asked me to help.

With only a week to do
so I asked my colleagues

. for help. On behalf of my

family I would like to thank
over 70. officers and
civilians of the Southend
Division and the Rayleigh
Prosecutions Department
for raising £87. Altogether"
about £750 has been raised
to purchase a special pump
for the blood transfusion
unit where Vivienne spent
so much of her time.

My brother was
astonished at the generosity
displayed. He is a
gentleman of the press, (his
description, not mine). I am
sure that he will be the first
to agree that policemen are
as generous and caring as
other members of society,
and not always as
described so readily and
eagerly by some of his
colleagues.

Thank you "all once
again.

G. B. SHARPE
Inspector
Westcliff

_ BUTTON UP
Dear Sir,
Can you please set my

“troubled mind at rest. The

new ‘Essex Police’ buttons.

They are a joke aren’t

they? )
Brian Flynn

Grays

Ed — Are you sure you have

them the right way up Brian, the
word ‘Essex’ goes at the top.

CAPS AGAIN

Dear Sir,

I was interested to read
the letter on ‘Caps’ from
PC Skyring published in
Postbag November 1981
issue. He is to be
congratulated on being the
one to voice what many
others may have been
thinking,.

Your comments were
even more interesting. One
wonders why Frank Bell
has been given special
dispensation. Is it that the
normal issue cap is not
considered smart enough to
be worn on the parade
ground? If so, how is it that
the normal issue cap is
considered smart enough to
be paraded before the
general public?

Can you enlighten your
readers as to how many

officers have the same

dispensation as Frank Bell
or is it that those other caps
only look that way through
fair wear and tear.

Perhaps those who are
giving us smart and
comfortable shirts to wear
will consider now the
smartness of the uniform
cap.

An-avid reader,

ALAN J. SMITH

FREE FLAT
Sir,

We are a Community
Association in the
Chelmsford area. Our
resident caretakers who are
both well over 70 years of
age have recently retired.
We are advertising the post

but it occurred to me that
you might be particularly
aware of suitable people
" who have retired recently
but who are still very active
and who are interested in
free - accommodation and

additional income to
supplement a pension.

An unfurnished self-
contained 2 bed-roomed
flat at the top of the
building is provided with
free rent, rates, heating and
lighting. The wage for the
caretaker is £18.15 per
week, and the wife of the
out-going caretaker has
been earning an additional
£15.84 by undertaking 12
hours cleaning per week in
the house. This work would
also be available to the wife
of the new caretaker if
required, making a total of
about £33 per week.

A married couple would
be most suitable as
although the work is not
continuous, rooms in the
house are let throughout
the week at varying times
and to different types of

local organisation so it is:

necessary to have someone
on the premises at all times.
Off-duty periods and
holidays would be
arranged.

Yours sincerely,
Margaret Barnden (Mrs)
Hon. Secretary

Ed — Anyone interested, contact
‘The Law’ office for details.

SHACKLED

Dear Sir,

In the light of recent
national public disorder,
and in response to a

A Dream C

A DREAM has come true
for nine-year-old Andrew
Smith. He is to lead out
Ipswich Town as they take
the field in their
forthcoming home match
against Aston Villa.
Andrew and his Dad (Pc
Tim Smith, of Harlow), are
keen supporters of The
Blues — and catch as
many home matches as
Dad’s duties will allow.
Andrew was elected, as a
member of the Junior Blues
Supporters’ Club, to be the
team mascot. On the big

day he will lead the teams !

out, join in the kick-about
with his hero Paul Mariner,
the England striker, and
then. be presented to. the

opposing captain and the

officials.
The full strip he wears
that day is his to keep.

omes True

Andrew prépapés for his big day.

generally held public belief -
that “hard line” policing
should relate only to
occasions specifically
demanding its use, should
we as a service reconsider
our practice of carrying
and using handcuffs?

Should we not be taking
a long-term and wider view
of the part we wish to play
in the community in years
to come? Are we to
continue to succour public
support by association with
‘a siiackle upon the wrist’?

There are, of course,
occasions when the use of
shackles are necessary but
they are extremely limited.
1 would propose that two
sets of manacles carried on
each area car would be
sufficient for our needs.

Is it really a requisite
that all male prisoners
including juveniles are
handcuffed? Are not all the
parties concerned degraded
by their use? I am aware
that certain instructions are
laid down respecting our
use of handcuffs and also
of the perils of losing a
prisoner, but if we are .to
win back public confidence
perhaps .a less draconian
image will help.

The image of a
neighbourhood beat officer
is not assisted by truncheon
straps, handcuffs or keys
hanging from his belt, not
to mention personal radios
and even personal breath
test Kits.

Do these items make us
more approachable?
PC T. HYMAS

Colchester

COSTLY CAT

Ed — A local businessman sent
this letter to the Chief in response
to being sent a receipt for a
Benevolent Fund donation.

Dear Sir, ’

I thank you most
sincerely for your letter
dated 2nd October with
respect to my donation of
£5.00 to the Essex Police
Benevolent Fund. Thanks
to the family cat I now
enclose my cheque for
£10.00.

"Normally I cannot get
near the perisher, but on
the morning of the 28th
October it greeted me at the
bedroom door as I was on
my way to the ‘loo’. That is
where the control panel for
the alarm system is, the
room serves many
purposes. Like an idiot I
responded to the cat’s
unusual affection by
offering the usual top off
the milk and something to
eat and in so doing set off
the alarm. , ’

One day I may need
your assistance and so

_realising this I have set

myself a self imposed fine
of £5.00 for the first offence
increasing by £5.00
thereafter. This being the
second, so my generosity
has increased in value.
Should my lack of
intelligence outweigh my
ability to live with an alarm
system, you may therefore
look forward to £15.00
next time.

D. E. W




CRIME VICTIMS
THE SUPPORT THEY

BY THE BEGINNING of next year the whole of the County of Essex will be

covered by a series of Victim Support Schemes.

Victim Support Schemes act on behalf of the community to demonstrate concern
for the victims of crimes and to try to reduce some of the feelings of pain, loss or
contamination which crime victims are known to experience.

Co-ordinated by the Probation Service, the Support Schemes rely on the goed-

will and expertise of volunteers who make themselves available to contact anybody
subjected to criminal activity as soon after the offence as possible.

In six of the eight Essex
Police divisions, Victim
Support Schemes are
already working well, and
by March and April, when
Grays and Harlow have
joined the scheme, Essex
will be one of only four
forces in the country who
contribute to Support
Schemes throughout their
whole police district.

The volunteer staffing of
the Support Schemes is the
responsibility of the
Probation Service. Miss
Anne Mace, the Chief
Probation and After Care
Officer for Essex, explains,
“It is appropriate for the
Probation Service to
provide the necessary
induction, ' training and
support for volunteers
engaged in Victim Support
Schemes.”

Volunteers are carefully
screened and need to have
certain essential abilities
and skills. The volunteer
must be available at all
times; he or she must be
able to listen; the volunteer
must understand something
of crime and criminals and
must be trustworthy and
understand the
confidentiality of the
situation. Selected

volunteers are then required
to undergo seven weekly
training sessions before
being ready to go out into
the field.

The Police role in this
scheme is to bring the
victim to the notice of the

Area Co-ordinator, so that .

an early supportive visit
from a volunteer can be
arranged. The Probation
Service are delighted with
the Police response.
Different areas have
different response patterns
with most divisions
involved averaging 300
referrals a year. Colchester
Division has a particularly
fine record of victim
referrals, no doubt
attributed to Detective
Chief Inspector Derek
Wyatt, well-known strong
supporter of this scheme.

To the end of October
this year the Police referrals
to the Probation Service
looked like this:—

Basildon (from April 1) . 272

Chelmsford ........... 224
Clacton .............. 63
Colchester . ........... 462
Southend)
Rayleigh)

joint ....... 178
Total ............... 1,429

At a National level the
Victim Support is co-
ordinated by the National

“Association. of Victim

Support Schemes. The
Association Treasurer and
National Council Member
is Mr Eric Borsberry — the
Senior Probation Officer at
Chelmsford.

certainly the contact man
in each area.” Eric sees one

of the greatest spin-offs of-

the Victim Support Scheme
as being the tremendous
improvement in the
relationship between the
Police and the Probation
Service. “Beyond measure”
were the words he used to
describe the improvement,
and this was supported by

v

which is now being
translated into positive
action.”

Of course the scheme is
not designed to interfere
with the traditional role of
the local policeman in his
supportive role. In fact, as
Eric points out, the scheme
really is an extension of a
traditional function people
have expected as part of

His enthusiasm for the
Scheme is unbounded.
“Essex” he says, “has the
best and easiest task in the
country, because we have
this total co-operation
between the Police and the
Probation Service. This is
not just the bosses”, he
continues, “but also the
men on the ground and

Miss Mace when she said
of the scheme, “It is a
welcome demonstration of
the co-cperative work
between the Police and the
Probation Service to
provide assistance for the
victims of crime — a group
about which we have
previously both had
considerable concern and

law enforcement, and
which the modern,
overworked Police Service
has not always been able to
provide. The origins of
Victim Support lie in _the
concept of what good
policing should all be
about.

Generally speaking the
Support Volunteers will

- involved
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GET

- DESERVE

make no more than three
visits to a referred victim of
crime. Often the first visit is
enough to help.

A friendly word and
a cup of tea is sometimes
enough, but certain victims
need more help — some-
times more than the volun-
teer is able or qualified to
provide. This is when the
visitor refers the case back
to his co-ordinator who will
consider if other agencies
should be involved. Maybe
the Social Services, Alco-
holics Anonymous, a doc-
tor or even back to the
Police. Atempted suicides
are not seen as victims by
the scheme and they leave
these cases to the Samari-
tans, or similar organisa-
tions.

The maximum of three
visits to a victim is to
ensure that the volunteer
does not become too
in a particular
case, or too personally
involved. "

The Victim Support
Scheme is always in need of
volunteers to supplement
the 200 already at work. If
you think you could help in
this important job your
local Probation Officer
would like to hear from
you.

- | Mirnam Has An Outing

T

[ . » - - P '
CONGERNED as to the possibility of having to quell a
native uprising in Ongar, Ps Geoff Bishop and his
assistant, Pc George Darby, got busy on the design
board. ~

The Mk I “Coptectmobile” was quickly developed.
Based on George’s battery-powered wheelchair, it can
be seen to afford the necessary protection the user
might need if confronted by ravaging mobs, and
although it has a range of about four miles it does have
a speed problem. ’

Mind you, George’s colleagues claim that what he
loses in speed as he buzzes about Ongar “nick,” he
certainly makes up for in accuracy. They’ve all got
crushed toes to prove it.

THE FORCE experiment into the use of computers at
major investigations took another step forward this
month.

The experiment, run in conjunction with the Home
Office, and code-named “Miriam,” is partly designed to
see what use can be made of small portable computer
systems by the Police.

A serious rape in the Rayleigh Division gave an
opportunity for a small single-user machine to be tried
out. Operated by WPc Carol Whatley, without any
previous training at all, the computer was found to be
easy to use and useful to work with.

Central Processor

This particular mini-computer would not be able to
handle all the records of a major incident by itself, but it
could be a useful addition for separate or additional in-
dexes to be hooked onto a main system.

In January the second, more complex, system will be
run through a mock incident. This will be a multi-user
machine needing three operators, linked to a central
processor. It its trial is successful this system will be
introduced into the next suitable incident room.

Uniformed Volunteers

Detective Superintendent Jim Dickinson explains
that these machines will be operated by Divisional uni-
form staff and a request is shortly to be made for volun-

WPC Carol Whatléy at theVisual Display Uhit.

teers to come forward for training.

“These systems,” he explains, “will allow uniform
officers to become much more involved in the team-
work of major investigations. Those officers who have
already been so involved expressed a high degree of
enthusiasm and job satisfaction.”



















