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ESSEX POLICE are in the
boundary changes business
again. And the latest
alterations, intended to
come into force next New
Years Day, are probably

the most extensive since the
Essex-Southend amalga-
mation in 1969.

Yet by an ironic twist
Southend gets its borough
area back but this time with

the addition of Rochford
and Hockley over the pre-
1969 boundary.

Following consultations
with the Standing Advisory
Committee and the Joint

So this is spring

ROV

i

YES, one might call this the Spring lamb issue. The staff of
the Law take this chance to wish readers a peaceful Easter.

THERE WAS widespread
despondency among
sergeants when the
decisions of the promotion
advisory board were
announced last month.

Sergeants felt unable to
understand either individual
results or the general trend
lying behind them. There
were 21 “golden tickets”, a
generous number perhaps,
in view of the recent
promotion stagnation.
Chairman of the Board Mr
Ronald Stone, Deputy
Chief, told The Law, “The
policy was quite clear as
laid down by the working
party last year. Applicants
have to appear every year
and the estimated number
required for promotion plus
twenty per cent will be
recommended.”

“In line with this I
recommended 21,” Mr
Stone added.

Several sergeants who
had been successful on
previous boards but were
required to reapply under
the new policy, had their
passports to promotion
taken away. These
applicants in particular are
wondering why, if they
were good enough last time
they are not good enough
now.

STILL SUITABLE

The D.C.C. says,
however, ‘“They were
suitable then and they are
suitable now. But I had to
select a smaller number.
There were more than 21 at
the outset who already had
tickets.”

In fact there were 49
sergeants with tickets and
some had held them for
three years. The backlog

Promotion Board disappointment

‘l had to choose 21’

built up because of
optimism at the number of
officers likely to retire. The
Edmund Davis pay award
had the effect, however, of
postponing retirements. To
have honoured all
outstanding tickets would
have meant no PAB for
four years.

Some sergeants feel that
the ‘‘system’” s
inconsistent. While the
majority are urged to get
out of their niches and
broaden their knowledge,
some who have quite
narrow experience are
favoured by the board.

INDIVIDUAL

But Mr Stone replies,
“It’s an individual thing.
Somewhere along the line 1
had to choose 21. Each was
graded after his interview

wn to six Divisions

But not until January 1983

Negotiating  Consultative
Committee, the Chief
Constable has given
approval for the number of
territorial divisions to be
reduced from eight to six.
In conjunction with this a
comprehensive review of
beat boundaries, police and
civilian establishments and
the command structure in
divisions and at Head-
quarters is now well under
way.

The main changes will
g:i'sting Grays Division and

Brentwood Sub-Division will

form a new Division with its
Headquarters at Grays.

Existing Clacton Division and
Colchester Sub-division will
form a new Division with its
Headquarters at Colchester.

Chelmsford Division will take in
Halstead and Braintree Sub-
divisions which will
amalgamate to form a new
Sub-division based at
Braintree. .

Southend Division will take in
the Leigh Sub-division and
part of Rayleigh Sub-division
covering the Hockley
and Hawkwell area.

The remainder of Rayleigh
Division will be amalgamated
with the Basildon and
Billericay Sub-divisions to .
form a new Division based
on Basildon.

Harlow Division will remain
unchanged.

—D.C.C.

and I took the top 21
grades. I could have
selected double that
number if there had been
the vacancies.” In fact one
third of those who were
successful were uniform
patrol sergeants, and
another third were CID.

ALL EQUAL

The final complaint
comes afterwards, when the
disappointed applicants go
to see the Divisional
Commander to find out
where they went wrong.
Apparently there is a
tendency to say, “Don’t
worry too much, you did
quite well, really, you’ll be
alright next year.” With 21
tickets awarded it is
surprising how many
finished equal 22nd.

Regarding civilian staff
there is no intention of
creating redundancies nor
will any member be
required to change either
job specification or place of
employment without full
consultation. Any changes
will, where possible, be
brought about by natural
wastage or mutual consent.

Every effort will be made to

keep all members of police
and civilian staff fully
informed of the progress
being made and the co-
operation of everyone is
sought to minimise
disruption and to ensure
that this major effort to
provide a better, utilisation
of resources is efficiently
and effectively
implemented.

April investiture

SEEN here pinning an award on another chest,

Chief Superintendent John Challis,

Divisional

Commander at Chelmsford is soon to be on the
receiving end of an investiture when the Lord
Lieutenant of Essex decorates him with the Queen’s
Police Medal awarded in the New Years Honours.

Mr Challis joined the Force in August 1946, and
was promoted to his present rank in 1969.
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April.

seven.

Hard sporting month

APRIL could well be the most crowded month
Essex has ever had for Police Athletic Association-
championships, either national or regional.

The last national police championship to be held
in the county was the sailing in 1979 and the last
national cross country was 20 years before that.

But all in a week, followers of national police
sport will have the chance to see Lionel Thomas and
his fellow heavies weightlifting — Headquarters
Training School on Saturday, 3rd April — and the
more nimble adherents cf running and walking
codes circling Danbury Park on Wednesday, 7th

Then at the end of the month, on Wednesday,
21st, at Cononation Park, it’s the turn of the nimble-
heavies when the Regional rugby sevens, with an
entry of 18 teams, take place.

Full previews of these events on pages six and




“Essex Police is well equipped to take
on new challenges”™ G o

to the Police Committee of the Essex
County Council is the inevitable mass of
THE fut I iud facts and figures. The stastics are not
uture may well judge H
policing in 1981 soldly in reproduced here but merely items of
terms of riots and the
subsequent Inquiry by

interest. Members of the Force will find
copies of the Report at Police Stations.

Old hat

TAKING A GIANT STEP backwards your former
editor has dusted off his magic typewriter to bring
you issue number one hundred and forty of The
Law. So don’t expect anything too profound in this
column, no hidden meanings, just a few tales about
this or that. It is quite nice to wear the old hat again
for a week or two even if it doesn’t really fit any
more.

Got it right

HOW NICE in these troubled times of complaint
and criticism of the way the Police Service does its
job to have got something right for once. Mind you,
we were jolly lucky to have held the post mortem on
our rehearsal only four days before Stansted. But
you make your own luck. A pity the poor old Essex
ratepayer has to pick up the bill for what was really
a national incident, but you can’t win ’em all.

Warm glow

THE FRONT page seems to have been devoted
almost entirely to scotching rumours. First there
were fears among civilian staff that the changes in
divisional boundaries would lead to redundancies
among DHQ administrators. Then there were tales
going about that the promotion advisory board had
not recommended any uniform patrol sergeants and
only specialists could hope to get on.

The first rumour is shown as baseless by our
report on the changes: the second was simply untrue
in the first place, something like one third of the
available places went to shift or section sergeants in
uniform. What a warm glow comes over the old
magic machine when it can allay fears like this.
Makes us wonder how these tales arise in the first
place, though.

Not all bad

WILL THE BUSINESS of allowing television
cameras into police stations catch on? To judge
from some reactions to the Thames Valley Police
programmes, perhaps not. And yet, leaving aside
one episode which left the Service smelling of
anything but roses the series was good television and
opinion polls taken since indicate that the public, as
opposed to minority interests with axes to grind,
have in significant numbers, kept their good opinions
of the Police, or have even had their confidence in
the Force increased.

Out to grass

THE LAST BASTION of the Southend Borough
was breached recently when the old war horses went
out to grass. No, they haven’t pensioned off the last
survivors of the vice patrol but, like the famous
white helmets, the white horses have given way to
brown and the Mounted Section which was never
more than a Southend unit has gone county-wide.
Come to think of it, about half the Force won’t
understand a word of this.

Comeback?

IT IS REPORTED that the Home Secretary is
promising new powers to stop and search suspects
as part of his law and order campaign. This sounds
uncommonly like a sort of latterday sus law which
makes us wonder why the other one was repealed.
But then we all know why, don’t we.

Lord Scarman into them,
but Essex remained free of
the street violence which
occurred in many places
during the summer. At that
time extra patrols were
mounted in all urban areas
of the County and the
Force Support Unit went to
the aid of Merseyside and
Leicester.

It became clear that no
police force can ignore the
lessons learned from the
disorders and the Essex
Police has undertaken the
necessary training and
provision of equipment to
deal with rioting whether it
occurs locally or in some
other area. We played an
important part in testing
uniforms and equipment for
riot control and the results
of that research were
supplied to other police
forces as well as being
considered in the selection
of our own equipment.

The Force Support Unit
also proved invaluable in
dealing with innumerable
operations concerning
public order and major
crime throughout the
County and, in complete
contrast to their journeys
North, they enjoyed the
privilege of representing the
Essex Police in London at
the time of the Royal
Wedding.

Despite the manner in
which public order
problems dominated the
media during the year, they
played a relatively minor
role in the ordinary work of
this Force. Our main
concerns were crime and
traffic. There were 55,541
substantiated reports of
crime, which was 2,510
(4.7%) more than in 1980.
The increase was unevenly
spread, being mainly
accounted for by offences
of burglary, theft from
motor vehicles and
shoplifting. Thefts of motor
vehicles, meanwhile,
declined slightly to a total
of 6,288. The overall
detection rate for all

offences remained at
42.8%.
An increase in the

number of burglaries means
that more householders
suffered stress from the
knowledge that their homes
had been invaded by
villains. Even the most
sympathetic police officer
cannot provide the long-
term support sometimes
needed in such cases and
the Victims Support
Scheme, which uses
accredited volunteers
supervised by the
Probation Service, has
proved invaluable. It now
covers six of the eight force
Divisions and, hopefully,
will soon be in operation
over the whole County.

In many cases the best

.method of preventing crime

is to have a police officer
walking the beat and that is
one facet of the work of the
Neighbourhood Beat
Officers who are now
deployed throughout the
Force. For the most part
they are experienced
volunteers who enter
wholeheartedly into com-
munity life and receive a
good deal of public
approbation: they also
establish useful working
relationships with their
local schools and this also

- has received a general

welcome. The one brighter
note for 1981 has been a
slight decrease in the
number of detected crimes
committed by juveniles;
one can only hope that this
is a trend for the future.

Fatal road accidents and
those causing injury were
fewer than hitherto, but
non-injury accidents
coming to notice increased
from 6,796 to 7,015. As a
result of a deliberate policy
to give minor traffic
offenders more warnings
and verbal cautions there
were fewer prosecutions for
such offences. :

It is heartening to record
that all Divisions reported a
generally good level of
relations between the police
and the press and it appears
that the positive steps
which have been taken to
improve our interface with
the public media have
worked well. An additional
medium for transmitting
traffic and crime
information and seeking
public assistance was
acquired with the
establishment of Essex
Radio, and the re-organised
Force Press Office made
good use of the additional
facility. It also appears that
relations between police
and public are good; the
number - of complaints
against police officers fell
substantially and 16%
fewer people registered
official complaints against
Essex officers.

The year has seen the
implementation of the
remaining recommenda-
tions of the Edmund Davies
Committee on police con-
sultative and negotiating
machinery. Representa-

tives of the Police

Federation and Super-
intendents® Association
have played a valuable part
in the formulations of
policies through the
Standing Advisory
Committee and Joint
Negotiating and
Consultative  Committee;
the new Liaison Committee
provides opportunities for
them to meet with members
of the Police Committee in

informal but constructive
discussion.

Once again it is pleasant
to be able to record my
gratitude to all members of
the Force and the Police
Committee for their
‘support during the past
year; a great deal of very
good work has been
accomplished and the
Essex Police is well staffed
and equipped to take on the
new challenges that will
undoubtedly come.

OTHER ITEMS

THE ‘per capita’ rate of
crime in Essex has
increased by approximately
1% each year over the last
decade. It is estimated that
39.7 offences per 1,000
population were committed
during 1981.

In addition to the serious
offences recorded, there
were 2,631 reports of minor
damage each valued at £20
or less.

BURGLARY

BURGLARIES continue
to account for
approximately one-fifth of
all recorded crimes. Within
the overall 6.9% increase
on 1980 figures, an
escalating number of
offences were recorded for
residential properties
particularly burglary in a
‘dwelling which increased
by 649 crimes to a total of
4,492,
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DROP
DURING the year there
were 6,288 substantiated
offences of theft of motor
vehicles, a decrease of 356
or 5.4% over 1980. There
were 1,859 vehicles not
traced at the end of the
year; this figure includes
1,152 private cars, 117
goods vehicles and 590 in
the motor cycle class.

Offences of unauthorised
takings totalled 3,707, a
decrease of 580 or 13.5%
on 1980.

INFLATION

OFFENCES of criminal
damage include only those
crimes where the value
involved exceeds £20. This
criterion is not inflation
indexed and increases in
line with the rate of
inflation are therefore to be
expected. The 1981 figure
represents an increase of
0.9% over that recorded in
1980. The total number of
offences of criminal
damage, 4,742, accounted
for 8.6% of all recorded
crimes in 1981. Within this
category, offences of arson
increased by 21.1% to 614,

TRAFFIC

PATROLS

THE main objectives of the
Traffic Division are, firstly,
to help prevent road

Continued on page 3
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“HELPING the Police” took on a new dimension for
singing star Suzi Quatro at Melbourne Police dinner-
dance last month when M.C., Constable Ron Burrow
asked her to help draw the raffle. The event raised
funds for the Police Benevolent Fund and Essex Police
Band. Picture by Essex Chronicle.
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CHIEF'S REPORT

Continued from page 2

accidents by ensuring
compliance with legislation
designed to achieve safety
and, secondly, to deal with
accidents. Police officers
engaged on traffic patrol
duty must be able to deal
with increasingly complex
legislation.

Enforcement and
increased activity does not
necessarily involve more
prosecutions, as many
traffic offences are
adequately dealt with by
advice or warning, either by
the patrolling officer at the
time or later by written or
verbal caution. A new
warning and verbal caution
system will increase the
instances where minor
offences are dealt with on
the spot.

The number of
prosecutions for careless
driving after involvement in
road accidents continues to
reduce as it is considered
that the negligent driver is
often aware of his fault and
has already learned by
experience. Blatant
disregard of Traffic Laws
will continue to be
investigated and
prosecuted, especially
where innocent road users
suffer.

Traffic patrol personnel,
although normally engaged
in road traffic matters,
involve themselves in other
aspects of police work.
They have been responsible
for many arrests for theft,
burglary and assault and
have dealt with public order
incidents.

It is known that about
25% of serious traffic
offenders have a criminal
record or criminal
involvement. Intelligence
_collected about the use of
heavy goods vehicles has
resulted in an increasing
number of vehicle licensing
and control offences being
detected. Stolen vehicles
and trailers, as well as
stolen and forged vehicle
documents have been
recovered. An officer at
Police Headquarters
maintains a comprehensive
record of this work. The
information has proved
useful in assisting the
Traffic Division as well as
CID and other Forces.
Considerable emphasis is
placed upon liaison
between the Traffic
Division and other
departments of the Force in
an effort to combat crime.

Escorts were provided
when members of the
Royal Family visited the
Force area. Assistance was
given also at cycle races
and time trials and to
convoys — usually of taxis
— conveying disabled or
deprived children to coastal
resorts.

Construction work on
the M11/M25 interchange
at Theydon Bois and the
remainder of the M25 in
the Essex Police District is
well under way. When

completed the motorway

will be the responsibility of
the Laindon Traffic Sub-
Division. It is anticipated
that it will become one of
the busiest wurban

‘was

motorways in Europe and
will also increase usage of
the M11 motorway.
Additional police strength
to deal with the new
motorway commitment has
been approved by the
Police Committee.

RECRUITMENT

AS THE Force comes up
to establishment the
number of recruits actually
signed on has dropped from
291 in 1979, to 210 in 1980
and 98 in 1981 of whom 17
were women. This figure
almost exactly
balanced by an outflow of
97.

SPECIALS

THE Special Constabulary
appears more attractive to
ladies than men for while
the overall male numbers
declined by ten over the
year, women’s strength
went up by 23. The year
included the 150th
anniversary of the Special
Constabulary.

CATERING

POLICE canteens cater for
resident and visiting police
officers and staff at Force
Headquarters, Chelmsford,
Southend and Harlow. A
Central Canteen
Committee, on which the
County Treasurer is
represented, formulates
policy and monitors
Income and Expenditure
Accounts. Each canteen
has its own Local
Committee which handles
the day to day running of
its services.

The Force Training
School Canteen has been
re-opened for more than a
year and has successfully
eased the congestion in the
Headquarters Canteen.

New kitchens and
canteens are being installed
at Basildon and Colchester
Divisional Headquarters.

The large mobile canteen
has proved once again to be
a great asset and has been
used on numerous
occasions during the year.

POLICE BAND

DURING the year 23
engagements were met; 10
were new venues and the
remainder were annual
events including the
pensioners garden party,
the Special Constables
parade and visits to the
Colchester Hospitals. In
November the band united
with the Harwich Band and
another combined concert
was given in the Grays area
with the Sussex Police
Choir. The highlight of the
band year centred on the
weekend visit of the R.U.C.
Male Voice Choir. Two
mass concerts and a band
dinner with the bandsmen’s
wives were given. As a
result of the venture over
£1,100 was raised for
charity and the reputation
of the band enhanced. The
Band also played at the
closing ceremony of the
Eynsham Hall Training
Centre and for a change of
command ceremony at
Wethersfield U.S.A.F.
Base.
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BASILDON'S neighbourhood beat officers, pictured by Tony

Mustafa. Above, Sgt Trevor Chaplin with, from left, Constables
Pam Scott, Derek Fuller, and Carol Wyatt. Below, the Sergeant
briefs, from left, Dave Proud, Bob Lynch, Adrian Smith and

Dave Northcott.

Basildon beat Bobbies open
theirnew shop

PUTTING Bobbies back
on the beat is being taken
one step further at Basildon
with the opening of two
“contact points”, some
forces call them surgeries.
Yet, ironically, the effect
will be to take some
constables off patrol work
to-man the points.

“We are trying to get the
balance right,” says Chief
Superintendent Bill Gray,
head of Basildon Division.

The two offices are at 78
Spurriers, Laindon and 108
Rectory Road, Pitsea.
Between the hours of 10am
and 1lam and 7pm to 8pm
these premises will be
manned by a constable.

It is hoped that people
out shopping, or just out
for a walk, will pop in to
speak to a constable away
from the formal
atmosphere of a police
station. The word police
has been deliberately left
out of the title. These
offices are not police
stations and consequently
productions of documents
and so forth will not be
accepted.

Councillor Mrs Phyllis
Cole, chairman of Basildon
Housing Committee says:

CONCIENCE

Dear Sir,

In 1955 I was on beat
duty at the Arterial Road,
Leigh-on-Sea, late one
evening when I came
across a car containing
husband, wife and two
children.

They were on their way
home to Swindon but had
run out of petrol and

money. I lent them £1
(which was enough money
in those days) to purchase
petrol to get home and, of

course, he promised
faithfully to send the
money.

At that time £1 was a lot
of money to me and despite
a reminder letter I never
heard from them again.
That is, until January 1982
(27 years later) when I

received a letter from the
wife enclosing a £5 cheque.
She stated that she felt
heaps better now that she
had repaid me and hoped
that I would forgive them
after all this time.

My faith in human
nature has been restored.
Some people do have a
conscience!

R. C. TURNER
Ex-Inspector,
Rayleigh Prosecution
40 Rochford Road,
Southend-on-Sea.

But this story shows
that a conscience,
properly controlled
takes a long time to get
the better of you —

Ed.
COMRADESHIP
Dear Sir,

Where is the

comradeship of ‘days of
yore’? Sergeant Shelley
Wright, Crime Prevention
Officer for the Harlow
Division, has retired after
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“By having police officers
available at these offices at
set times, it is hoped that
firm links between the
police and the community
can be developed.”

This is an extension of
the 18 months old
neighbourhood beat officer
scheme at Basildon, which,
says Basildon Council, pre-
empted by about a year the
Scarman Report. -

Chief Superintendent
Gray says: “I am pleased
that we are able to offer this
increased facility thanks to
the co-operation of the
local council. No
telephones will be available
to the public at these points
and if people need to make
telephone contact they
should ring Basildon Police
Station.

“We are re-introducing a
facility for the people of
Pitsea and Laindon which
had to be withdrawn
because of redevelopment
and manpower shortage.
The limited hours proposed
at these offices are subject
to review as is the whole
scheme.”

The offices have been
opened experimentally for
six months. They are part
of council premises devoted
also to other purposes so
that the public already
know them well.

SEAXES

FIRST of all many thanks to all
who purchased our special
sponges. As a result we collected
£38.20 which will be donated to
the Essex cancer scanner fund.

Our special thanks to Mrs
Hesketh at Rayleigh Police
Station who sold over 150
sponges in that Division. This
was an experiment in the shop
which we would like to carry out
again.

Our first 12 car rally of the
season was won by Lloyd Shelley
and Derek Arbour with Susan
Hurrell, navigated by Karen
Arber as first novice. To make it
a female type event Sue Preston
led Lee Earthy into sécond novice
position. A very good event
expertly thought out by Brian
Jaggs and Roy Gravestock.

thirty years service. He was
medically cast following a
six month period of
sickness. At his rather
lavish farewell evening, the
Police service was
represented by two senior
officers from HQ, but only
six of his colleagues from
this Division. 1 was so
pleased for him that friends
from outside the service
and a few civilian
employees attended to
make the evening
worthwhile. It seems so sad
that we no longer seem to
care. He wishes to say to
those who did not
attend — ‘Thank you.

J. M. YOUNG

Sergeant

Police Station,
The High,
Harlow, Essex.

One hopes that this is
an isolated example.
Retirement do’s
attended by The Law
always seen well
supported —Ed.


















