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Essex Crime Prevention Campaign — one year on!

It’s just a year since Essex Police launched
their new initiatives in the Prevention of
Crime with the aim of encouraging.the
whole force and the public at large to join
together to prevent crime.

How have we got on? If some press
reports are to be believed, we have failed
miserably, but let’s examine the facts:-

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

It’s spreading across the county! The
initital surge in Southend and Basildon
and Brentwood has at last been more than
matched at Chelmsford, Colchester, Har-
low and Grays.

There are now 287 schemes running
with a further 171 being set up. Just under
12,000 households are now involved in
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and that
makes at least 24,000 pairs of eyes and
ears. The enthusiastic response from
Neighbourhood Beat Officers has led to
the tremendous public response from alert
Neighbourhood Watchers.

For example, in Brentwood, informa-
tion from one group led to the arrest and
charging of several men for robbery that
from another group, about a “suspicious
vehicle”, brought about the arrest of
several peop]e for burglary. In fact they
were actually caught in the act!

This same Watch Group, reported two
suspicious persons which resulted in more
arrests, and 60 telephone box thefts being
cleared up.

The story is similar in Colchester,
Harlow, Witham and Chelmsford. Who
says we don’t need Neighbourhood Watch
now? Well done both police and public
involved in these schemes.

BURGLARIES DOWN

Up to the end of July 1985, crime had
risen overall in Essex by 1.1%. A very
marginal rise, but when you consider a
36% rise in shoplifting the whole picture is
somewhat different. Domestic burglaries
are down 9.2%. Other burglaries are down
3.5% This should give room for en-
couragement, but not complacency. One
burglary is too many especially if you are
the victim!

It is a fact that Neighbourhood Watch

areas have become less vulnerable to

criminal activity. Our first survey evalua-
tions of schemes have revealed hard
evidence of better home security and an

improvement in community spirit. Many
homes now have their property postcoded
but most heartening of all, is the
reduction in fear of crime. People now feel
more secure in their home environment.

POSTCODING

Whilst on the subject of Property
Marking — please keep checking all
property for postcodes. Thousands of
items in homes, factories, offices, schools}
boats and vehicles, are now being post-
coded. So far not too much of it has been
stolen. Where it has, we have recorded
successes with both property returned,
and arrests resulting. Postcodes protect
your property, and can result in the
detection of crime.

CYCLE CODING

Well done the Specials! In keeping with
their fine tradition of service to the
Community, the Essex Special Constabul-
ary have energetically lauched themselves
into the daunting task of postcoding
bicycles. Although organisational and
training problems delayed the start of our
campaign to mark cycles, by the middle of
July, 1100 cycles had been coded. Again if
we look at the Crime Statistics, up to July
this year there has been an 8% drop in
cycle theft!

LOCAL AUTHORITY LIAISON

All District and many Town and Parish
Councils, together with a number of
Departments of the County Council, were
given a presentation. Now liaison has
been established to consider crime preven-
tion in the planning of new developments,
tackling “Priority estates” and to talk
about ways of jointly combatting particu-
lar crimes.

COMMUNITY ACTION

Mention must be made of the positive
approaches of Divisions to identify a
crime trend, and tackle it by liaison and
joint community action. There are numer-
ous examples from all divisions in the
areas of motor vehicle crime, indecency
and damage, where, by identifying the
problem to locdl authorities or local
groups, action has been taken to remove
or reduce it. Areas have been better lit,
undergrowth and hedgerows cut back, car
parking arrangements altered, murals

Crime Prevention Works

Neighbourhood Beat Officer Jenny Mahoney liaiéing uwith“ members of ber
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

have replaced graffitti, rubbish removed

quickly, dramatic improvements to run-
down areas etc. The list is endless and
very encouraging. Practical crime preven-
tion will succeed when the men and
women on the beat are actively involved
in it from the start with their communi-
ties.

Plotting and identifying crime trends is
a time consuming but essential role played
by Collators. The figures show that it is
‘increasingly having the desired effect.

TRAINING

By now almost every police officer ‘in
Essex has received a presentation from a
member of the Crime Prevention Depart-
ment, outlining areas of action they can
take. All other training courses at HQ
receive a Crime Prevention input. This

.sional activities,

constantly reminds everyone of their
responsibilities.

ONE YEAR ON _

There are many other community crime
prevention initiatives, and positive Divi-
currently under con-
sideration. “The Law” plans to run a
column on a divisional project — showing
experiences; and offering some ideas. One
year on — Crime Prevention in Essex
proves to be a viable thriving community
effort and one which, with everyone’s
help, will go from strength to strength.
Essex Police have proved their point —
Crime Prevention works! Let’s fight crime
by preventing it!

By: Inspector Bob Ward

Prisoner Transport Vehicles

Essex
Murders:
95% detected

In response to a recent

Under the headline “Go to jail
— cost effectively”, “The Law™,
March edition, anounced that
Essex Police had ordered two new
prisoner transport vehicles. They
have now arrived and were taken
into use on 30 September.

These 14 cell vehicles are to be
based at Southend and Chelmsford
and will pick up prisoners around
the country as necessary. The
Divisional Custody Offices, in con-
sultation with Sub-Divisional
Commanders. are responsible for

arranging the appropriate routes
for the vehicles daily.

It is anticipated that the new
vehicles will show considerable
savings in terms of manpower and
other costs in comparison with
current arrangements. This was
born out in an experiment con-
ducted with a loan vehicle from the
Metropolitan Police. Over a period
of about 3 months more than 300
officers were made available for
other duties, at a saving of more
than £12,000 in salaries alone.

press allegation that the
Essex Police record of
murder detections over
the years is poor to say
the least, Headquarters
statistics were asked to
produce the facts. These
show a detection rate
over the past 15 years of
95%. _

During the years 1969
to 1984, 151 murders are
recorded and just 8 re-
main undetected.

A proud record!



A Merry Christmas

Dear Sir,

Last year the proceeds
of our Carol Appeal pro-
vided a specially adapted

minibus for the Demesne

Over 60’s Club. On the
first run of this vehicle a

been there for five
years”.

We know that many
frail and elderly could
not venture outside their
doors unless the minibus
arrived. From the thank

wheelchair-bound lady
was asked “Where would
you like to be taken?”
Her reply was “To the
local shops — I have not

you letters we receive it is
clear that the Minibus
Campaign is meeéting an
important need.

We have already been

ON WATCH

Justice is done

MANY ‘Law’ readers, may remember that in April of this
year, at Chelmsford Crown Court, Mr Justice Forbes
discharged Ronald Wilfred Hertage.

The Judge alleged that Essex Police Officers involved
in the case and responsible for interviewing the defendant,
had done so in a “Heavy oppressive” manner.

Police Complaints Authority

The result of the Judge’s comments was a Police
enquiry, supervised by the Police Complaints Authority,
into the way the officers’ interviews were carried out.

In connection with that enquiry, Mr Justice Forbes,
rightly declined to make a statement to the investigating
officer as a judicial statement made in open court is not
liable to review by any authority other than a court. Mr
Hertage also declined to make a statement.

Satisfaction
With the exception of the Judge’s statement, and that of
Mr Hertage, the investigation into the allegations of a
“Heavy oppressive” interview was carried out to the entire
satisfaction of the Police Complaints Authority.

No grounds

Having considered the results of the investigation Mr
Ronald Stone the Deputy Chief Constable of Essex
Police, felt no grounds were revealed upon which to
criticise the officers’ conduct.

The Police Complaints Authority is satisfied that the
officers acted properly. They carefully and closely studied
all the case statements and all copies of notes of the
interviews conducted with Mr Hertage. The Authority is
in complete agreement with the Deputy Chief Constable
that no disciplinary charges be brought.

A case not only of justice being done but being seen to
have been done. ‘ « | | ]

able to help provide
minibuses for the elderly
of Southend, Frinton,
Colchester and Westcliff.
Our aim is to present a

“minibus each week, to

caring organisations
throughout the country.
Although 230 vehicles
are already on the road,
this is not sufficient to
meet the increasing need
for transport to Day
Centres, Luncheon
Clubs or just to the
shops.
We could be providing
three minibuses each
week, if only the funds
were available. We hope
that some members of
the Essex Police, their
families and friends will
join us in our 1985 Carol
Appeal. A- few hours
carol singing or a concert
could help so much. We
shall be pleased to pro-
vide carol sheets, collec-
ting boxes, posters and
badges if readers contact
us with their require-
ments and details of their
plans.
Please help us to pro-
vide more minibuses!
Yours faithfully,
Help the Aged
Carol Appeal

St James’ Walk,
London ECIR OBE.

Horses unsuitable?

Dear Sir,

Your banner headlines
— “Mounted police —
new approach” (The
Law, September 1985)
make interesting reading,
but the article only rein-
forced my belief and I
believe the majority of
people  that  “horse-
power” should not be
confined solely to police
motor vehicles.

As an ex-policeman of
the old Southend-on-Sea
Borough force, I remem-
ber wel% th\\e} peautifully

~ hell bent

LOOK ON THE
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ANOTHER COUPLE OF OPEN DAYS AND THEY

Wik, HAE To 8uid us A New PoLice
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pride in their appear-
ance. When carnival
came around they were
the firm favourites of all.
We even forgave the
mounted PC we thought
came to assist in the
drunken riot on Marine

Parade “Come on Tom,.

give us a hand,” we

‘peaded. And the reply?

“What can I do with my
horse?” was the answer,
as he rode by on his
majestic way.

Sadly this attitude ap-

" plies more so today, as

the miners strike showed
the  vulnerability of
horses to attack, by mar-
bles, sticks etc. How
often too as motorists do
we have to loiter in first
gear behind police horses
out for exercise on a
minor road?

An unmounted PC in
pursuit can call for
assistance, even from a
passing motorist and in
any case; a mounted
policeman is much more
obvious to the pursued.
In view of all these facts
can the cost of keeping
horses be justified?

Their intention seems
to be more of a public
relations exercise but
surely a far greater pub-
lic would be impressed
by the saving of a great
deal of ratepayers
money, if police horses
were put out to grass?

It is with regret that I
honestly believe that the
days of a lone, heroic
mounted policeman, on
the white horse con-
trolling football crowds
have gone forever. The
only solution to crowds
on causing
damage to life and
property would seem to
be a fire hose. ‘

Yours sincerely
Edgar Shepherd
Southend-on-Sea.

Thanks

Dear Sir,

May I, on behalf of my
sons and myself, thank
my many friends and
colleagues for the
tremendous support
firstly during Nancy’s ill-

“ness and then following

her death.

Such kindness and
consideration from all
ranks, Police and civi-
lian, helped us in no
small measure through a
very difficult period.

We would also take
this  opportunity  of
thanking the many indi-
viduals and departments
for the floral tributes,
letters of sympathy and
messages of condolence
in our bereavement.

Yours faithfully

Tony Kavanagh
Chelmsford.

BF’s, BA’s and Ph.D’s

Dear Sir

Judging from current
events, one can no longer
question the superb
standards obtained by
members of the force
today. Gone are the hor-
ny - handed sons of toil
of yesteryear — BFs
where sufferance was the
badge of all our tribe.

Nowadays I find my-
self lectured in milk-
white accents by clean-
limbed BAs, bright-eyed
and bushy-tailed, or even
by . patrolling PhDs for
parking me barrer on the
double-yeller line like.
See wo’l mean?

And when it comes to
internal mayhem, they
leave the owd ’uns

standing. There’s a -

breathless hush in the
nick tonight while they
solemnly debate whether
or not Maureen really
was beastly to John.
Once the fate of the
nation is decided, your

correspondents might -

usefully devote their
literary skills to ensuring
that EPM doesn’t die of
self-neglet like its fore-
runners. One of them
had earlier been voted
the finest police house
journal in the UK.
Makes you think.

Ralph Jones

Australian reunion

Dear Sir,

I was formerly Const-
able No 935 stationed at
Brentwood and Wick-
ford during the period
1953 to 1961, before
joining the South
Australian Police Force
in September, 1961.

Since 1961 I have writ-

ten on a reguiar basis to
ex Detective Sergeant
John Chapman formerly
stationed "at Basildon.
John was aware that I
was to make a trip to
Europe in June this year
to attend the Inter-
national Police Associa-
tion World Congress in
Paris.

En-route I called in at
Hong Kong for a chin-
wag with ex Inspector
Taffy Thomas who is
currently working with
the Hong Kong Police
Department. Taffy is a
member of the Hong
Kong Welsh Male Voice
Choir, and whilst in
H.K. I met him one
evening after choir prac-
tice. By the way the choir
scurried to a local pub
after practice I gained the
impression that singing
must be a very thirsty
business.

Whilst staying at Taf-
fy’s apartment I was sur-
prised to read a cutting
from your newspaper
“The Law” written by

-John Chapman advising

your readers of my visit,

POSTB A(x — Letters to The Law, Forée HQ

turned out horses and
be-medalled riders which
gave everyone a sense of

and a suggested get
together of 1961 mem-
bers of the old Wickford
Police Station. Thank
you for publishing John’s
request.

As a result of your
article a reunion of the
Class (Station) of 1961
was duly held. Due to
distances to be travelled
and commitments of
some former colleagues
the reunion was held in
two stages. One the
morning of Tuesday,

- 20th August, John Chap-

man and I met with ex
Sergeant Charlie Dodd
and ex Detective
Sergeant Dusty Smith.
Although Dusty had not
been at Wickford during
1961 as the Billericay
sergeant he was our
nearest Detective
Sergeant. Over a few
drinks at the Chelmsford
Police Club we re-
minisced over old times.
We did not put the
World to rights, but by
the look of the three
former sergeants, they
still looked fit enough to
perform active duty.
The same evening
there was a gathering of
the Wickford Constabul-
ary of 1961 consisting of
myself, Dodger Green,
Les Turner, John
Stanton and Eric Birkin.
Having been ousted from
the Wickford Police
Station social room due
to a Table Tennis
Tournament we. retired
to the local hostelry
opposite the station.
Over several glasses of
amber fluid we spent
several hours catching up
on many years of
absence. QOur accom-
panying wives were most
tolerant as they listened
to policemen as always

_talking shop. Voo

Thanks to your news-
paper, you have satisfjed
my mind as to what ever
happened to my mates of
1961, thank you.

Sincerely
Peter J. Taylor

Athelstone
South Australia

Start collecfing

The Editor,

I would like to take
this opportunity to thank
all the people who have
taken the time and
trouble to respond to my
appeal for used stamps
and tin foil. To those
who have not heard of
my appeal on behalf of
the guide dogs for the
blind I say to them “start
collecting” and to my
“regular customers” keep
on sending to the In-
formation Room.

Yours faithfully,
Keith McCall

“D™ Shift,
Information Room






















