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" The Chief Constable’s
Christmas Message

AS IS THE custom at this time of year it falls to me to reflect on the way we, as a Force,
have performed over the past 12 months and reacted to the many pressures placed upon
us. This is a pleasurable task because it gives me an opportunity to say in very clear
terms that I have the greatest confidence in the ability of the Force to respond positively

into inviting, gently cajol-
ing or persuading people
~to sign sponsor forms
thereby ensuring their

.during these trying times and maintain our tradition of providing a truly first class

service.

In many respects 1986
has been a year of
tremendous achievement
for the Essex Police. Much
of this achievement how-
ever has gone unnoticed
‘by the public media simply
because good work is not
controversial and is there-
fore not newsworthy.

The Force has had to
deal with a substantial
increase in the number of
criminal offences and, de-
spite other increases in
our operational commit-
ments and the constraints
of the Police and Criminal
Evidence Act, we have
done remarkably well.
However, it is absolutely
certain that we are going
to have to continue to
strive even harder to pre-
vent crime as well as to
solve it. To this end the
concept of the Neighbour-
hood Watch Schemes has
proved extremely success-
ful with over a thousand
such groups active
throughout the County.
There is however always
room for more, particu-
larly in areas where
offences of residential
burglary are prevalent.
Without a doubt the close
co-operation that has
taken place between local
Rural and Neighbour-
hood Beat Officers, the

Mr Geoffrey Waterer

Headquarters Crime Pre-
vention support team and
Divisional Crime Preven-
tion Offices is paying off
and all concerned deserve
congratulation on the con-
tinued success of such
schemes. Neighbourhood
Watch requires the full
support and confidence of
all responsible members
of the public and empha-
sises the need for every
Police Officer to. become
a Public Relations
Officer.

The increased aware-
ness of the need to foster
good community relations
has greatly enhanced the
reputation of the Force
and I am most grateful for
the tremendous amount
of hard work which has
been and continues to be
done. I know of no other
body of men and women
who of their own volition
choose to spend their own
time in helping the com-
munity to the extent that
Police Officers and their
civilian colleagues do. For
example, it is not widely
enough known how many
thousands of pounds are
raised annually in the
name of charity or the joy
given to handicapped
children through outings
and functions arranged by

members of the Force.

In a Christmas message
it would be wrong of me
to highlight individual
achievements and indeed
available space would
make it impossible. But I
must mention, as an
example of all that is best
in the Police Service, the
efforts of all those people
involved in the organisa-
tion and participation of
JOGLE 853, the non-stop
relay from John O’ Groats
to Lands End. The initial
idea was to raise sufficient
funds to purchase a walk-
ing brace for Matthew
Kayne a three-year-old
Essex boy who was unable
to walk without it. In the
end, the efforts of the
team raised £27,000 and
as a result they were able
to donate over £24,000 to
the recent Children in
Need Appeal. This was a
tremendous team effort
and all deserve con-
gratulations.

JOGLE 853 was
successful because of the
endeavours of those in-
volved and it epitomises
the efforts of many other
officers who have
organised similar events
on a smaller scale simply
to help others. A great
deal of skill has also gone

economic success! Such
achievements have not
gone unnoticed and these
efforts have relieved
suffering and brought
some joy into the lives of
others less fortunate than
ourselves.

The Police Service has
always had to adjust to
deal with the stress and
strains of changes in
society. That we do so
with skill and dedication
enables us to continue to
provide the community
with the standard of Polic-
ing it demands and has a
right to expect. Despite
the fact that we face an
uphill struggle, we have to
avoid becoming despon-
dent or negative and we
must approach the future
fully confident that we can
cope with society’s prob-
lems and provide a polic-
ing service of which we
can all be proud. Needless
to say this will not be easy
because we have limited
resources to apply to a
large and growing volume
of activity but then one
does not have to be a
police officer for long to
be aware of the personal
demands the job makes.

Policing is not easy but it
is challenging and our
ability to meet that chal-
lenge is what makes our
job worthwhile.

Mr Robert Bunyard CBE, QPM
The Chief Constable

It gives me great
pleasure to wish everyone

concerned with the Essex .

Police, regular officers,
civilian colleagues -and

members of the Special
Constabulary and all their
families a very happy and
peaceful Christmas and a
successful New Year.

...and from the Chairman of the Police Committee

ONCE AGAIN Christmas is here and it is my pleasure
to write a Seasonal message to Force members and
their families.

My first thought was to try to be startlingly original in
what I write, no doubt if I thought about it long enough
something trendy might have evolved. But is that really
what you want to read? After all, the message of
Christmas has not changed in a thousand years. It
remains that of ‘“Peace and Goodwill to-all men” and
however you dress it up there can be no truer wish than
that. So let me just concentrate on the “Good will” bit.

Once again it has not been an easy year for any of
you. Lawlessness has not decreased even if there are a
few more of you to cope with it, but I know that morale

is high and that says much for the internal good will of
the Force.

Some of the worst crimes in the country have come
your way in the past year and with these the success
rate has been high. Take pride in that, and in the
knowledge that the goodwill of the Essex public goes
with you as you go your rounds.

My personal wish concerns the “Peace” that I hope
you will all enjoy with your families and friends over
the festive season. What better way to start you off
refreshed and cheerful for the challenges the New Year
is bound to bring.

No, it is not original is it? Never mind I assure you
that what it lacks in originality is made up for in
sincerity, Good Luck to you All.
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ASSOCIATION

THE Essex Branch of the
Christian Police Associa-
tion will be holding a
fellowship Meeting at
8pm Wednesday 14
January.

The meeting will be
held in the Quiet Room
(which is on the ground
floor of the new building)
at Police Headquarters.

For further details con-
tact Pc A. Millard at
Hatfield Heath (0279)
730388.

COMING
SOON!

THE ESSEX Police Band
will be repeating the suc-
cess of last year’s
Christmas Concert with
another festive offering
this year.

To cope with the ex-
pected increased demand,
this year two evening con-
certs ‘will be given, on
Monday and Tuesday 22
and 23 December.

A few tickets are still
available for the Monday
performance with a grea-
ter number available for
Tuesday. Contact Wilf
Kennedy in the Press
Office at Police Head-
quarters.

* K* K* K

Grays are at it again —
recently they organised an
evening with Max Boyce
and other artistes, and
raised a considerable
amount for charity. Supt
Terry Roberts tells us that
plans are now well
advanced for a concert to
be held on Friday, April
3, 1987, at Blackshotts
Civic Hall, Grays, with
the Brixton Gospel Choir
and the Essex Police
Band. Tickets will be on
sale after Christmas at
Grays Police Station.

* KX Kk K

The First Festival of
Police Male Voice Choirs
will be held at the Royal

- Albert Hall on Saturday,
February 21, 1987. The
aim of the concert is to
raise at least £5,000 for
the “Save the Children
Fund”. Maybe you would
wish to organise a coach
for this unique event. Full
details regarding ticket
arrangements from Mr G.
D. S. Maddock, Deputy
Chief Constable, Chair-
man of the Organising
Committee, Devon and
Cornwall Constabulary
Headquarters, Middle-
moor, Exeter EX2 7THQ.

THE FOLLOWING re-
port accompanied a re-
cent claim for re-imburse-
ment of dry cleaning ex-
penses in the Harlow
Division:

‘My suit was badly
soiled during the pursuit
of two suspects who were
later arrested and charged
with Criminal Offences.

The pursuit of these
two youths was through
gardens in Sakins Croft
and my suit was soiled on
a number of occasions;
details as follows — A full
water-butt was kicked
over me by one of the
fleeing youths, causing my
lower clothing to be total-
ly soaked; A shed roof
collapsed under my
weight and as I pulled
myself out I caused fur-
ther soiling; to- avoid fall-
ing through a garage roof
I had to roll across it,
causing further soiling —
managing to get off the
garage roof I entered an
adjacent garden and
whilst running, tripped
over a washing line, left
very inconsiderately only
a foot off the ground —
thus even more soiling
was caused.

I would ask that I am
reimburséd the cost to
dry-clean my rather badly
soiled suit and would
point out that this was the
first day I had worn my
suit after having it
cleaned.

Respectfully submitted

Who could refuse such
a plaintiff plea?

Flying Parrot Ticket

THE LETTERS- F.P.T.
took on a new meaning
recently when the follow-
ing plea to have one

cancelled arrived at
Chelmsford:

‘1 was taking a rare
parrot to Manor Street
School Braintree for the
children to see. I had to
leave the car outside the
building for a few
moments to transfer the
bird to the school.

As I was doing this it
managed to escape from
me and flew away, I had
to go after it and try to
catch it, this I eventually
did and after about 15
minutes I returned the
bird to the school and
found this parking ticket
on my windscreen.

This does seem rather
harsh under the circum-
stances and I wonder if
there is anything you
could do to help.’

Foul play was suspected
as this was obviously a
flight of fancy but the
ticket was duly marked up
for no further action.

¥ o8 o ¥

THE FOLLOWING ex-
planation was given for an
accident involving a
Police vehicle:

‘Pc..... , driving a
Ford Transit Crewbus
along the A130 Great
Baddow bypass towards
the Army and Navy
roundabout, was obliged
to stop in a queue of

. traffic in the nearside of

two lanes. Mr. .. .. R
driving an Austin Metro
was following the Police
vehicle and stopped be-
hind it. Mr ... .. drop-
ped his cigarette and bent
to pick it up, grasping the
hot end. He jumped and
his foot slipped from the
clutch causing his vehicle
to jump forward and col-
lide with the rear of the
Police vehicle.’

Fortunately nobody
was hurt but who said
smoking can’t damage
your health?

%

AS PART of European
Road Safety Year and
The National Motorway
Safety Campaign held
during July, Essex Police
mounted an exhibition at
the Dartford Tunnel. One
of the attractions was a
competition based on
knowledge of motorway
safety for which prizes
were offered in two age
groups, 11-16 years and
10 year and under.

The major prize winner
in the upper age group

came from Bedfordshire .

and his prize of a 35mm
camera outfit has been
presented by the Bed-
fordshire Police on our
behalf.

The major prize winner
in the lower age group
was Ashley Wall aged 9
years of Bicknacre,
Chelmsford. Ashley in
fact submitted three cor-
rect entry forms and the
winning entry was one of
these. A tie-breaker of a
Motorway Safety Slogan
in not more than 10 words
was used and Ashley’s
winning slogan was:
‘““Check before you
change (lanes)”.

As part of his prize
Ashley and his mother
were ‘arrested’ and taken
from their home to Police
Headquarters by a Traffic
Car. There Chief Superin-
tendent Mike Humber-
stone presented Ashley
with his prize, a radio-
controlled scale model of
a Porsche 928.

Ashley’s day was
rounded off by a tour of
the Driving School and a
‘spin’ around the skid pan
— albeit on this occasion
he wasn’t allowed to do
the driving!

Motorway Safety
Competition Winner

“Ch Sut Mike Hum rston and Ch Ins ﬁérnie asley

with Ashley Wall and his Mother.

Crime Prevention
Suggestion Scheme

THE CRIME Prevention Department are seeking new
ideas to prevent crime in Essex and promote the
concept of Crime Prevention. Awards under the Force
Suggestion Scheme are being used as an incentive to
tap the wheels of knowledge and ideas in the Force.

Mr Comrie, Assistant Chief Constable, has given the
go-ahead and says: ‘““The Force Suggestion Scheme has
always catered for Suggestions relating to the preven-
tion or detection of crime and improving the image of
the Force with the public. I would like to see more use
made of it, and I believe this is a worthwhile and useful
application.”

Chief Inspector Graham Furnival the Force Crime
Prevention Officer said: ‘‘Our present strategy is aimed
at encouraging the public to do more for themselves to
prevent crime. Whilst Neighbourhood Watch continues
to grow we constantly need new ideas to stimulate and
maintain the public’s interest. We are prepared to
conside any suggestion and a financial award for
suitable ideas must be a welcome bonus.”

Awards are made according to the merit of the
suggestion. The scheme is open to police officers and
civilian employees, so if you have an idea put it on
paper and submit it via your Divisional Commander.

Order of St John

SERGEANT DAVID PERRY of the Force Training
School has been awarded one of the highest accolades
of the St John’s Ambulance Brigade.

Her Majesty the Queen, the Sovereign Head of the
Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of
Jerusalem, has sanctioned David’s admission as a
Serving Brother of the Order of St John.

Sergeant Perry joined the Force in 1965 and has
always had a keen interest in First Aid. Apart from his
voluntary duties with the St John’s Ambulance he has
taught First Aid within the Force and organised major

First Aid Competitions.

On behalf of the Force the Law extends its

congraultions to Sergeant Perry for his achievement.

seasons greetings trom @

“| DONT CARE HOW EFFICIENT (T IS
AT GUIDING YOU SIR — A SHINY RED
NOSE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OBLIGATORY

LIGHTS”
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IT IS now only a few days from Christmas 1986 — what a
year that was! I don’t seem to have come down from cloud
since last year.

May I on behalf of Ted Davidson, Bob Needham and Brian
Pallant — and of course our support Staff, Irene Black, Doug
Rampling and Jenny Taylor — wish you the very best of luck,
good health and good fortune for the coming Festive Season.
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Christmas cards

THIS year an experiment was introduced with regard
to the ordering of the Christmas Cards.
Each Division had its own representative to circulate
order forms and collate the needs to the manufacturers.
The idea of this was to take away from the
Federation Office some of the pressure especially at

this time of the year.

It appears that many wanted cards and having
ordered them have been dismayed to find the order
form still on noticeboards — an enquiry to this office
and Irene Black is ordering and supplying cards at a
very late stage in the proceedings.

This has proven to be a more time consuming and
wasteful method of dealing with the problem and from
the consumer’s point of view, very frustrating. I can
well understand, and you have my assurance that there
will be a different system next year. We will try to get
the order forms out earlier next year from the
Federation Office, we will apply a strict closing date for
initial orders and a final closing date after which time
we will not order more from this office.

I hope that this will resolve the matter, in the
meantime can we assure you that every effort has been
made within this office to meet the needs of those who

have been in touch.

FLAT

RATE

ALLOWANCE

— Income Tax

THE Inland Revenue
Technical Division have
agreed with the Joint Cen-
tral Committee, that the
tax allowance for Uni-
formed Officers of the
Federated Ranks will in-
crease from the present
£35 to £40 per annum,
with effect from the new
tax year, 1987/88.

This increased allow-
ance cannot be claimed
before the beginning of
the tax year commencing
April 1987.

Expenses

If any uniformed mem-
ber considers that his/her
actual expenses on de-
ductable items exceed the
allowance given, they are

free to seek a deduction
for the excess by submit-
ting the appropriate re-
ceipts to the Tax Inspec-
tor at Gateshead.

Accountant

Whilst on the subject of
tax and financial matters
generally, we have avail-
able to us the expert
advice of the Branch
Board Accountant. We
pay him a retainer to
provide certain advice in
notice form (which you
can obtain from Brian
Pallant) as well as indi-
vidual advice on certain

‘matters. Give us a ring

and find out the full range
of facilities he provides —
Ring Brian on Extension
386.

OPEN MEETING

1987

THE Joint Branch Board
has booked the Marconi
Sports and Social Club
once again for this Annual
Event. The Meeting will
be held on Monday June
22, 1987, so make a date
in your diary.

The Chief Constable
and the Chairman of the
Police Authority have
been invited to address
the Meeting again, as
have Leslie Curtis and
Peter Tanner the JCC
Executive.

Local Representatives
will make arrangements
for coach transport to the
meeting, so that there is
no risk of “Drink Drive
Problems”, let him or her
know early, that you in-
tend to attend.

CRIMINAL
INJURIES
COMPENSATION

A CHANGE has recently
been announced in the
minimum compensation
payable under the CICB
Scheme; this has been
increased from £400 to
£550.

The increase applies to
all officers injured on or
after 7th November, 1986.

THOSE OFFICERS
INJURED BEFORE 7th
NOVEMBER, 1986 must
apply and have their
application accepted by
the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Board BE-
FORE the 6th January,
1987, in order to qualify
under the £400 minimum.

If you have been so
injured, and believe you
have a claim, contact Phil
Charters on Harlow Traf-
fic, extension 20, as soon
as possible. Time is of the
essence where the level of
injury might be a relevant
factor.

THE LAW, DECEMBER, 1986 3

Federation Elections

NEW REGULATIONS INCREASE STABILITY

BY THE time this edition of The Law
gets into distribution the Elections for
1987 Representatives on the Branch
Boards will have been and gone, and a
new era is about to begin.

Regulations are in the process of
agreement at Home Office and are
expected to contain a clause which will
decree that Federation Representatives
should be elected on a three-year Term of
office. This will mean that there will be
an increased stability within the  Joint
Branch Board, and enable representa-
tives to get the feel of the job, before
going to the electorate again. It may well

be that these Regulations will come into
force within the early part of 1987. I do
not intend to hold further elections on a
three-yearly basis, but would ask the
Presiding Officer to make a declaration
that those currently in office will continue
in office until December 1989 — or until
such time as they relinquish or become
ineligible to remain representatives.

In the event that there are objections
to this course of action, then we would
consider, perhaps holding a Casual Elec-
tion in those areas of objection.

If no objections are received then so
much the better!

Private Medical Scheme

THE cost of claims in
recent months seems to
have settled down to a
reasonable level. Our in-
surers are encouraged by
the trend that is being
established and we are
hopeful that this experi-
ence will continue.

Premiums

Our pensioners pay their
premiums by Bankers Order

Mandate. This system creates
a large volume of administra-
tion annually when pre-
miums are renewed. The
increase in premiums means
that -subscribers have to be

" mailed with details of the

new charges and requested
to make personai alterations
to their mandate. These
measures work quite well in
the majority of cases but the
inevitable paperwork builds
up when subscribers fail to

adjust to the new premium
rates.

The Management Com-
mittee have considered this
problem and the advantage
of Direct Debiting. We are in
the process of negotiating a
Direct Debit facility for next
year in the hope of reducing
administration and improv-
ing the effectiveness of in-
troducing new rates for sub-
scribers.

RENT ALLOWANCE

IT HAS been brought to my notice that a
rumour is abroad that Rent Allowance is
under attack again. This has been
interpreted as ‘‘no improvement in our
present position’.

It may very well be that after the Pay
Settlement in September 1987, the offi-
cial side of the Police Negotiating Board
will attempt to eliminate the financial
burden that Police Authorities have to
provide Rent Allowance, but I can assure
you that with effect from the 1st April,
1987, the Essex Police Rent Allowance
will be increased in accordance with the
District Valuers appraisal of the Force
Selected House.

We shall, in the early part of February
be having private valuations of the House
and then we shall make advances to the

District Valuer to set a new Rent
Allowance for the Force.

The Joint Central Committee — aware
that the whole remuneration package for
police officers will come under the
microscope late in 1987, have already
taken steps to arm themselves for the
fight, we seem destined to have, merely
to retain our traditional rights. We will be
throwing our support behind them in
their endeavours, and may even call upon
the membership at large to assist. Those
of you who remember the pre Edmund
Davies era, will be aware what that
entails. Those who have only known the
luxury of Annual Pay Awards, will have
to learn very rapidly when the time
comes . . . In the mean-
time . . . “Happy New Year”.



















