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The Newspaper of the Essex Police 

DETACHED beat officer Pc Chris Caten with pupils at St Andrew's School. Chris holds Epping 
Forest District Council's annual "John Pattison Memorial Trophy" for his road safety work. Picture 
courtesy of The Epping Gazette. 

By Jenny Bullus 

Road Safety Award. 
North Weald detached 

beat officer Pc Chris Caten 
was deeply affected by the 
tragedy. Chris was a close 
friend of the Poulton fami- 
ly, and on the night of the 
accident he had seen the 
girls drive past just min- 
utes before. He did not 
know they had been 
drinking. 

He was the first officer 
called to the scene of the 
crash. And the hardest part 
of all, he had to go the 
Poultons'  house to tell 
Mum what had happened. 

THE TRAGIC death of 
JO Poulton in a car 
driven by her sister 

currently Head of Drama at 
the Oaklands Centre, 
Southampton. 

Chris collaborated with 
Mark to create the play, 
which was performed origi- 
nally at St John's School. 
Then, with the title 
Quenchers, it was per- 
formed at the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe by Epping 
Youth Theatre Company in 
1986. 

Chris recently ventured 
to Brent, where the play 
was being performed in 
schools and colleges 
throughout the borough by 

people concerned. 
The play uses the actual 

words of those involved, 

so well. 
Road safety'had always 

been one of the main 
themes of his regular visits 
to local schools. 

He holds the annual 
"John Pattisoh Memorial 
Trophy" for the road safety 
work he has done. 

The aim of "Too Much 
Punch for Judy" is to warn 
other young people about 
the devastating effects of 
drinking and driving. Jo's 
family gave their permis- 
sion, and an Essex Police 
tape recorder was used to 
make recordings of all the 

Judy hammers home a "Too Much Punch for the APETheatre Company. and those c'osely 
chilling reminder of the ~ ~ d ~ " ,  the play based on He said, ''Every time I affected. 
misery caused by drink these events, is now set to see it, all the memories It opens in a whirlwind of 
driving in an award- tour Australia, having come back. It is the worst excitement. The two girls 
winning play. already carried Chris's mes- job any copper has to do, and two lads get ready, get 

But it is more than just a sage around the UK, to the telling parents that their drunk, and get each other, 
play. It is the true story of USA and New Zealand. child has been killed." on a typical night out. 
events on a May night in The play was written by TO Chris the tragic Hilarious scenes of flirt- 
North Weald eight years Mark Wheeller, then in episode represented a cruel ing, bravado and drinking 
ago, and it has just won a charge of  drama at St waste of life, particularly grab the audience's atten- 
Prince Michael of Kent John's School, Epping, and involving a family he knew tion. Then the mood 

changes. 
The actual crash is vio- 

lent, using scaffolding poles 
similar to those in the real 
accident, in which the girls' 
car left the road and hit a 
bridge, and scaffolding 
sliced through the car. 

The horrifying aftermath 
sees Chris Caten breaking 
the news to the family, and 
Judy coming to terms with 
her guilt. The play closes 
with a condensed version of 
Judy and Joanna's drunken 
evening . . . but this time 
the audience are  left in 
stunned silence 

Movie=makers win three awards 

TV TEAM 
SHOOTS TO 

THE TOP 
ESSEX POLICE 
movie-makers have 
shot their way to fame 
after scooping three 
national awards for 
keeping the force in the 
picture. 

Judges at the annual 
Police Video Awards cere- 
mony held at The Queen 
Elizabeth I1 Conference 
Centre in London this 
month voted the force's TV 
unit outright winners in 
two of the five competition 
categories and Highly 
Commended in a third. 

The results in the com- 
petition, sponsored by JVC 
Professional Products in 
conjunction with Police 
Review, were among the 
best ever achieved by any 
force and came in a year 
which attracted 144 entries 
from 35 forces. 

- . --. - 

1 Bv Paul Dunt 3 
by the success, which 
could lead to more work 
both inside and outside the 
force. 

The unit's 'Preservation 
of the Scene' video, using a 
Pink Panther-style drama 
complete with vintagecars, 
highlighted the simple mis- 
takes probationers can 
make when arriving at the 
scene of a crime. It was 
voted winner of the 
Training. Cateaorv. 

~r ie f ed  
Top of the In-force News 

section was a four-minute 
video from the Essex unit 
entitled 'Are you Properly 
Briefed?',  and a video 
informing schoolchildren 
on a range of issues from 
drugs to skateboarding was 
voted Highly Commended 
in the Communitv 

the benefits videos can 
bring to their policing. 

The schools video was 
requested by a South 
Woodham Ferrers officer 
for his local school, but has 
proved so  popular that 
other schools have also 
been given copies, and 
other forces in the EEC are 
also interested in the video. 

"The success will cer- 
tainly secure our future 
here and we have recently 
been picked to make a 
video for  the Home ~- -~ 

Office", he said, add,"; 
they now had requests for 
videos booked until July 
1992. 

The winning TV team is 
made up of: Marc Berners, 
Ian Deal, Caroline Knight, 
Gary Clark, David Tyler, 
David White and Tracey 
Larcombe (who has recent- 
ly left the unit for another 

Crimewatch Relations category. ' job). 
TV unit manager, Marc "The competition is the "Who's r e c o r d  is it 

Berners, who attended the yardstick by which anyway?" For details of 
ceremony, hosted by in-force units are mea- the new national Home 
Crimewatch UK personali- sured," said Marc, who Office video being made 
ty Nick Ross, said the added that officers were by the TV Unit, turn to 
whole team were delighted now beginning to realise page 9. 

MEMBERS of the TV unit with their awards. Picture: 
The Essex Chronicle. 

edition 
Don't miss the action- 
packed Christmas edi- 
tion of "The Law" 
which will be out on 
December 17. 

And, with the busy 
Christmas period 
ahead we must have all 
contributed copy by 
Friday December 6. So, 
don't miss the dead- 
line ... 
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Pension Planners AT A r e c e n t  n a t i o n a l  meeting he ld  at anxiety. 
Peebles, Scotland, the police federations for RISE 

Face Overfunding t h e  Uni ted  Kingdom launched  t h e i r  The latest crime fig- 
'policing Agenda'. This  was designed t o  ures for England and 

and Overtime Trap bring the public attention to the crisis facing Wales show that we are 
law and order in this country. fast approaching five 

million reported crimes I have set out below political points. After This month we take a 'loser look at Free for your information the the defence of the realm, Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions. points for the law the first duty of ~t took twenty years 
Sid GeOrge has the of the policing agenda Government is the for the crime rate to rise 

advantages in his article below. - see table. maintenance of the rule from one million to two However the recent change in the Pension Regulations 
to allow more officers to take advantages of AVC's does A General Election of law, and there should millions a year. It has 

not apply to an officer who has the scope to complete 30 take place be common ground taken just ten years for 
years pensionable service before the age of 50 years. and the federations between all the parties the figure to go from 

For example:- believe that there should that the law and order is two million to five mil- 
l .  Officer joins the service at 19 years of age he cannot be a public debate on not made a political lion. 

take out an AVC at present. the vital question of how issue. The rep0rt On the 
2. Officer joins the service at 20 years and 1 month, best the rule of law can ~t is our view that the 'Policing Agenda' goes 

because he completes 30 years service after he reaches be maintained in Great criminal justice policies into greater depth 
the age 50, he can take out an AVC. Britain. 

LAW 
of all the major political and I understand is 

If you decide to take out an AVC please beware, if you parties, as so far  being fully reproduced 
overfund you will be liable for up to 48 per cent tax 
charge at the present rates. In calling such a expressed, fail to tackle in the November edi- 

We would strongly recommend that you do not base debate, the federations the problems of crime tion of the magazine 
on your overtime as this could cause a problem if are not making party and will not allay public 'Police'. 

in your last year of service you did not in fact do any. 

THE POLICING AGENDA 

"Nine Points for the Law" 
1. Law and order must be a first priority of 
government and a first claim on resources. 
2. The police must have the means and the 
powers to protect life and property. 
3. Punishment must fit the crime, not just the 

4. Victims must be compensated and helped 
to recover from their ordeals. 
5. Priority must be given to cutting crime 
among the young, 
6. More emphasis must be placed on crime 
prevention and partnership between the pub- 
lic and the police. 
7. Criminal trials must become a search for 
truth. 
8. The bail scandal must end. 
9. There must be a Royal Commission on 
Policing. 

F 

If you require any further advice please give me a ring 
on extension 2797. 

Housing Transitional Rent Allowance I hope to be able to give some first diagnosis of a range of seri- 
this will still be protected, as the idea of the changes in the Open Meeting ous illnesses or disability or in 

A REMINDER for officers who allowance goes with the officer, December edition of 'Focus'. The Federation Open meeting the event of no earlier claim will 
for l991 will once again be held provide normal life assurance 

allowance, DO NOT FORGET Lega1 at the Marconi Athletic and p,tection, 
if your circumstances change Anomalies I am pleased to announce that Social Club, Beehive Lane, 

Boost the Future you should inform Finance at Since the change in regula- solicitors. Lee Davies & Chelmsfordon hlOND*Y 29TH It will help with the adjust- 

Headquarters. t i n  on p i  l ,  1990, there Company, with offices at JUNE 1992, Make a note in your ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e a ~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~  
It has come to notice lately have been negotiations taking Bishops Stortford and Harlow, new Federation Diaries noW. money for the family if you die 

In the event of an officer not being able to achieve the full that officers who have reached place nationally with regard to have recently undergone changes Diaries early. 
thirty for maximum pension the use of ~ d d i ~ i ~ ~ ~ l  30 years of age and completed many anomalies which came to within the firm and are now These are now available from 1f you would like further 
Voluntary Contributions could be of benefit. five years' service are not light as a result of the changes. committed to providing service your Divisional Representatives details t,f what Abbey Life are informing Finance. This in The Home Secretary has at to each of their clients. at the same price as last Year 50 offering contact Paul Johnson Under present rules a total of 15% of taxable earnings effect means that if they occupy last responded to the Federation Accordingly, they have pence each, ALL proceeds from direct on 04024 37333, can be devoted by an officer as his payment towards property as an owner or tenant General Secretary agreeing to agreed to provide a low fixed the diaries go towards Essex 
future pension. they would be entitled to receive some but disregarding others. cost conveyancing package Police Charities, The above insurance is not 

present 11% of basic salw accounts for the police the Housing Allowance and not A further meeting is to take exclusive for police officers cheap and is probably aimed 
just a flat rate Housing place with the Home Secretary which includes:- Insurance more at the younger officer. Force Scheme thus leaving 4% Allowance or, in some cases, a before he publishes the agree- Remortgage -E175 (inclusive Paul Johnson from Abbey The older you are the more 

basic salary and 15% of other taxable earnings including flat rate Transitional Rent ments by way of an amendment of VAT) +disbursements. Life has recently contacted the expensive it obviously becomes. 
rent allowance that can be contributed. Allowance. regulation. SaleIPurchase - E l75 (inclu- Joint Branch Board regarding This is not a Federation run 

The AVC has two distinct tax advantages, the first Also, all officers who move When this regulation is to sive of VAT) +disbursements. this living insurance which basi- scheme it is being offered by 
being premiums paid are tax deductable up to the highest house need to complete a new hand, I will fully appraise you No legal fees on abortive cally offers a double form of Abbey Life direct to the mem- 

ACC3. If you are in receipt of all of the consequences. rate of tax paid and secondly the pension fund builds up cases scheme available. protection. It pays out on the hers. 

in a totally tax free fund unlike the majority of savings 
contracts on the market. 

There is currently a scheme with Equitable Life set up 
for police officers and quotations are available on Free 

With aII the Will in the World... 
Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions from inde- Making a Will takes ten minutes and saves the your estate if you don't  INTESTATE is some- Davis and Co. Telephone 
pendent financial advisors and other sources for compari- heartache and confusion that may be caused make a Will. one who dies WITHOUT 0279 755555. 
son purposes. after your death if you haven't done so. EXECUTOR OR making a 

The eventual benefit from an AVC can be substantial I have negotiated a deal 
allowing for an improved standard of living at retirement. If YOU die intestate (i.e If Your Parents are dead, TRUSTEE is a PROBATE a document for members with a local 

you die without making a the share goes to  your Person who You name in which officially acknowl- f i rm of solicitors Lee, 
SV FOSTER Will) then if you are mar- brothers and sisters, or if Your Will to look after Your edges that you left a Will Davis and CO, of Bishops 
Assistant Director ried and have children, they are dead to their chil- affairs when You die. It can and that it may be adminis- Stortford. They have 
GEORGE BURROWS GROUP INSURANCE your surviving spouse is dren, and if they are dead be anyone a relative, a tered in accordance with agreed a set charge of:- 

entitled to a major mone- to their children. friend, your bank or your your wishes. £25.00 plus vat of £4.37 
tary share (at  present ~f you have previously solicitor. total £29.37 per will. For a 

Please Note TESTATORisyou(the joint Will husband and f75,WO) plus ~ersonal pas- made a Will and since that BENEFICIARY is  a m&ng the sessions and a life interest time have married, remem- person who receives some- wife the charge is E40 per 
Sid Foster from George Burrows Groups in half the residue, with the ber that marriage automati- thing from your Will. 

Insurance will be holding another surgery in the remainder going to the cally cancels a Will. 
INHERITANCE TAX plus vat. 

Federation Ofices on Thursday 21st November. children who take the other CODICIL is  a docu- is paid On the your Questionnaires are avail- 

Any officer wishing to avail themselves of this straight away. SOME EXPLANATORY ment which adds or amends if it exceeds a certain able  direct from the 
POINTS your Will. level (currently f 140,000). Federation office, your 

free service should contact the JBB Secretary s h ~ ~ h ~ ~ t ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~  ESTATE is  the total If YOU require any fur- local Federation 
Brian Pallant on extension 2797 for an appoint- your parents if they are  ADMINISTRATOR is value of all  you own at  the' details contact the Representative or  from 
ment. alive. the person who deals with vour death. Federation Office or Lee,  Lee, Davis and Co. 
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WE ALL know that horri- 
ble feeling, when you've 
gone out and suddenly 
realise you've left the iron 
on, or the hot water. 

pudding Burnt 

But spare a thought for 
the poor woman from 
Sussex, who had arrived at 
a function in Brentwood 
before it dawned on her in 
a panic that she had left the 
gas cooker on - with a 
bread and butter pudding 
sizzling away inside. 

And to make things 
worse, she c o ~ ~ l d  not 
remember the phone num- 
ber of her neighbour who 
has a key, and he was ex- 
directory. 

Her husband was dis- 
patched to sheepishly dial 
999, and send Essex Police 
to the rescue. The force got 
in touch with colleagues in 
Sussex who said they were 
happy to get the gas turned 
off, as they all liked bread 
and butter pudding. 

Colchester's Christmas campaign tackles trouble makers and traffic chaos 

WHAT A CRACKER! 

Hungary 
AND on the subject of 
food, officers in Southend 
were called out to move on 
a beggar, who was alleged- 
ly carrying a sign saying, 
"Feed me, I'm Hungary". 
Guess he wanted a little bit 
of Turkey, dipped in 
Greece, as the saying goes . 
. . 

Vicar 
FINALLY, a selection of 
some of the suspicious hap- 

by Jenny Bullus 
POLICE in Colchester have joined forces vv,ith 
the community in a unique campaign to make 
this Christmas a Cracker! 

The main thrust of the Christmas campaign is to avoid 
traffic chaos, by improving car parking, promoting park 
and ride, cutting back on queues and encouraging other 
forms of transport. 

The town's police are These will be provided 
also targeting a reduction for late night shopping 
in crime, with high-profile evenings as well as normal 
uniformed patrols, under- shopping hours, with the 
cover squads, and better aim of making shoppers 
security in car parks. feel secure and keeping the 

The Ministry of Defence criminals away. 
Police, Royal Military Additionally a plain 
Police and British clothes team will keep a 
Transport Police have all covert eye on the crowds. 
provided extra officers to The campaign is being 
make it a concerted cam- led by Colchester Crime 
paign. Check (the community 

Divisional Chief crime prevention panel), 
Inspector Bob Ward and the borough council. 
explained that co-operation The Chamber of  
and the partnership Commerce, taxi firms 
approach were the drlvlng licensees and restaurateurs, 
force behind the initiative, have also given support, COLCHESTER Mayor Paul Spendlove (second left) launches the town's Christmas Campaign. 
launched with the logo, along with BBC E~~~~ Pictured (left to right) are Chf. Insp. Bob Ward, the Mayor, John Reader (Chairman, Chamber of 
"Christmas in Colchester - which will provide half- Commerce), John Hutton (Borough Council) and Alan Rustage (Chairman, Crime Check). 
let's make it a cracker". hourly reports on parking Picture by Dave Higgleton. 

At Colchester police sta- availability on the four motorists can easily be Chf. Insp. Ward said, "We nership approach to making alcohol drinks and discour- 
tion, a separate control Saturdays before directed to  where the aim to get uniformed offi- Colchester a nice, safe age drink driving. 
room has been set up. A Christmas. spaces are. cers to the source of any place to shop." Extra police will be on 
special hot-line has been At the town's car parks, The initiative W as problem within minutes, or The theme was essential- du ty  on Friday and 
sponsored by British council staff will advise launched by Colchester evenseconds." 'Y a positive One, moving Saturday nights to respond 
Teleconf, to help relay queuing shoppers of other Mayor Paul Spendlove on And he promised that away from the fear-induc- to problems, and traffic 
lnformatlon about trouble- car parks where spaces are November 11. He said, traffic wardens, deployed ing "Watch your purse" officers w i l l  be vig i lant  
makers or traffic troubles, available. They will be "The spirit of this cam- for extra hours to keep the type of campaign to an against drinkdriverS. and ensure a swift kept bang up-to-date paigniswhatchristmasis town centre flowing as emphasis on providing 
response. through radio contact all about: co-operation and smoothly as  possible, extra  police, and extra Working hand-in-hand 

Unif~rmed police patrols between car parks and the goodwill." would respond "in the security staff in car parks. with the community, the 
in the shopping areas are police control room. With the telephone hot- nicest possible way." But the campaign will town's police aim to make 
being stepped UP, using The council has pro- line available for traders, He said, "This campaign not end when the shops this Christmas a Cracker 
shift changes, overtime and duced a leaflet containing a licensees and business peo- has tried to involve the close. Publicans have for shoppers, residents and 
the Special C o n s t a b u l ~ .  map of all car parks, so ple to report any trouble, whole community in a part- promised to promote-low- traders. 

~ e n i n g s  reported by our 
,harp-eyed Essex public. 
rhere was the vicar who 
.eported youths on his 
:hurch roof. 

It turned out to be the 
:lock-winder, the vicar 
lidn't realise he was wind- 

COLCHESTER SPORTS CLUB 
PRESENT 

GRABBER DAN. Billv-the-Bap and Grandma team of officers will be dress- 
ng the clocks that night. 

And don't what 
)ne of O u r  off icers  i n  
,aindon was up to, when 
le was as a bogus 
DC., "hanging around near 
3AP com~lex". 

A CONCERT 

- - - - - - - - - - - . - - 
. 7  - - - - d  --- - - - ~ D  ---  

swagg will all be taking to the streets if ~~~l~~ ing up as characters from an 
Octopus book called 'Cops this Christmas to show how easily shoppers can and  Robbers. and  v i s i t i n g  

be relieved of their yuletide goodies. High Streets in Harlow, 

But don ' t  panic! The guise taking part in an Epping ,  Ongar,  Saffron 
crooked characters will all innovative campaign to w $ ~ ~ ~ ~ , " ~ ~ ~  be the 
be police officers in dis- ensure Christmas is a time Crime Prevention trailer and 

FOR CHRISTMAS 
The Essex Police Band, Local School 
Choir, The Essex Police Choir, at St 

Botolph's Church, Colchester 

WEDNESDAY, 
I1 th DECEMBER 

8pm 
Proceeds to:- Colchester Victim Support Scheme 

Ticket £2.50 

TICKETS FROM INSP FINCH. 
COLCHESTER, Ext 4505, 

or CHF INSP GRIMWADE, HQ ~ ~ 2 4 5 7  

of great joy, rather than 
sadness and disappoint- 
ment. 

"Christmas is a time 
when people are especially 
vulnerable to crime 
because they have so many 
other things on their 
minds," said Crime 
Prevention Officer, 
Heather Alston, from 
Harlow. 

"But we are determined to 
do our best to remind people 
they must be extra vigilant in 
locking their cars and securing 
their houses, for example, at 
this time of year," she added. 

To get the message across 
in a light-hearted and thought- 
provoking way she is teaming 
up with Saffron Walden CPO 
Jeff James, Epping CPO Paul 
Gardner and HQ Crime 
Prevention liaison officer Sgt 
Neil Seymour in a lively cam- 
paign aimed at grasping the 
public's imagination. 

Throughout the week 
beginning December 16. the 

-. .--- - - - - - -~ - . -- - - --. - 

Father Christmas will be on 
hand to meet the youngsters. It 
is also hoped to give out 
Christmas cards with a Crime 
Prevention message on them 
and there will be a special 
Christmas crime competition. 

Grabber Dan prepares to 
meet Harlow. 

"We will mainly be concen- 
trating on autocrime and it's a 
fun way to get our message 
across," said Heather. "If it 
saves just one person having a 
rotten Christmas then it will 
have been worth it." 

New panel to beat Halstead villains 

CRIME-CONSCIOUS Halstead folk have set up Members include coun- 
the Braintree District's first Crime Prevention ty, district and town coun- 
Panel, covering an area of some 150 square 
miles. 

And although only launched early this month, the panel 
has already lined up a full programme of crime prevention 
activities in the run-up to Christmas. 

There will be a poster 
campaign, highlighting car And plans are in hand 
crime, and leaflet drops to for cycle-coding sessions 
residential areas where cer- straight after Christmas, so 
tain crimes are prevalent. 

On Halstead's late-night 
shopping evening, Friday 
December 13, the police 
crime prevention trailer 
will be on hand to provide 
advice. 

The new panel is also 
arranging Santa's shopping 
lists to distribute to schools 
in the area, with crime pre- 
vention messages to take 
home to mum and dad on 
the back. 

Etching 
Before Christmas, the 

panel is organising car win- 
dow etching sessions in 
Halstead, allowing 
motorists to have their reg- 
istration number etched on 
the glass. 

those expensive presents 
can be security stamped. 

The new Halstead Crime 
Prevention Panel is unusual 
in covering such a large 
geographical area, includ- 
ing 39 parishes, with a pop- 
ulation of some 25,000 
people. 

It includes the rural areas 
of the Hedinghams, the 
Yeldhams, the 
Maplesteads, Gosfield, 
Earls Colne, Bures, Steeple 
Bumpstead and Belchamp 
St. Paul. 

The wheels were set in 
motion by the area's police 
chief Insp. Nigel Robinson, 
but he was amazed by the 
wealth of ideas and speed 
with which the panel set 
about its task. 

cillors, a licensee, solicitor, 
church minister, head- 
mistress and scout 
commissioner. 

The chairman is busi- 
nessman Mr David Finch 
of the town's Ciba Corning 
Diagnostics Ltd, who lives 
in Borley. 

Business 
He said, "Recognising 

that crime is on the 
increase, I thought it was a 
good idea to have a crime 
prevention panel to assist 
the police in combating 
crime. 

"I think there are many 
ideas from business, and 
other disciplines in the 
community, which perhaps 
the police haven't thought 
about before. I think we 
will be very creative about 
it." 

The  most important 
thing, he said, would be to 
keep the momentum going 
after Christmas, and come 
up with a series of mile- 
stones throughout 1992 to 
work towards. 




















