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The Newspaper of the Essex Police 

COP an eyeful of our smart new strip: Martin Kolankiewicz, 10, salutes the Essex Police along with 
his team from St Thomas More School. Picture by Steve Brading, courtesy of Essex County 
Newspapers. 

IT WAS Essex Police to the rescue when a mix- Wrexham Football Club 
up stripped a Colchester school's football team of - complete with advert 
their kit. for Marston's Ales - the 

The soccer shirts and 
shorts were stored in a 
black bin liner at the St 
Thomas More primary 
school and were mistaken 
for rubbish by the clean- 
ers. 

time after headquarters- 
based Chief  Inspector  
Keith Bevel1 heard the 
school's desperate plea on 
the local radio. 

In league with 
sportswear giant Hi-Tec, 

lads were inspired to a 2- 1 
victory. 

Headmaster Mr Martin 
Dwyer said, "-Everyone 
was convinced they 
played better. I think they 
were inspired by their new 

Before the error was which sponsors the force's appearance. 
noticed, dustmen had cart- Fun Day football tourna- And Pc Frank Hoiden, 
ed the kit away, and the ment fo r  schools ,  the  who runs the Colchester 
boys had a crucial league police were able to pro- Division's mini-fun day 
game coming up. vide a shiny new strip. football competition has 

But the police came to Decked out in the green now persuaded the team 
the rescue in the nick of and yellow colours  of to take part in the event. 

On the move 
FORMER Essex ACC Jim 
Dickinson has been appoint- 
ed Deputy Commandant of 
the Police Staff College, 
Bramshill. 

Mr Dickinson, whose last 
post was as Assistant to Her 
Majesty's Chief Inspector of 
Constabulary will officially 
take up the post on March 3. 

An Essex and Southend 
Policeman for 28 years, Mr 
Dickinson's appointment 
makes Bramshill very much 
an Essex affair - former 
Essex Chief Constable Sir 
Robert Bunyard is 
Commandant. 

EPCON 
MAKES 
WAVES 

THE FORCE is on line 
for a communications 
revolution which will 
bring it bang-up-to- 
date with the latest 
technological wizardry 
and the demands the 
21st Century will 
bring. 

Code-named EPCON - 
Essex Police 
Communications Network 
- the project will bring 
major changes to the way 
the Force's telephones, 
computers and radios are 
linked. 

Yet if all goes to plan 
there's every chance its 
arrival will go unnoticed by 
many people - but there's 
no doubt in the EPCON 
team's mind that the multi- 
million pound project will 
be an invisible saviour. 

Simply put, Ednet - the 
current phone network - 
has reached the end of the 
line. Four years after being 
set up the system is nearing 
its maximum workload - 
to carry on would eventual- 
ly bring a breakdown. 

STRAINS 
In addition, the ongoing 

FIR (Force Information 
Room) and EPICS (Essex 
Police Integrated Computer 
System) projects are near- 
ing the boil. Both will be 
putting further strains on 
the tangle of wires, cables 
and lines which link the 
Force county wide. 

It soon became clear 
these projects would need 
new networks and rather 
than install separate new 
systems for telephone, 
radio and computers, it is 
much more efficient, and 

economic, to develop one 
that carries all three. Enter 
EPCON. 

Imagine the entire Force as 
just two towns - say 
Chelmsford and Colchester - 
and then imagine each system, 
radio, telephone and computer, 
as individual roads linking the 
two. EPCON aims to squeeze 
the three routes together into a 
single motorway. 

According to Project 
Manager Chf. Insp. David 
Wilkinson, the new system 
that evolves will have many 
advantages - not lease of  
which is that it is designed 
with future expansion in mind 
with plenty of extra capacity 
should the need arise. 

"This will give the Essex 
Police Force a modern digital 
telecommunications network 
built to international standard 
with the capacity to expand 
and take us into the 21st 
Century," he said. 

EPCON has, for example, 
plenty of capacity and sophis- 
tication to carry video confer- 
ences and live video transmis- 
sions straight down from the 
helicopter. However there are 
no plans for these facilities to 
date. 

Incidentally the new set up 
will also mean the end of a 
shared telephone system with 
County Hall. Financial boffins 
have calculated it is cheaper 
for the Police and ECC to go it 
alone - a move some may 
perceive as tightening of secu- 
rity - particularly in light of 
the Data Protection Act. 

Work on installing the net- 
work will be starting shortly, 
with a pilot scheme running in 
April, but don't panic! Chf. 
Insp. Wilkinson doesn't expect 
widespread disruption and 
estimates the maximum time 
any phone need be down is 
eight hours. 

It is hoped all the work will 

be finished at the start of 1993 
and once in place it will be 
maintained by British 
Telecom. 

EMERGENCIES 
Initially the system will 

only be running at 50 per cent 
capacity, but once FIR and 
EPICS come on line that fig- 
ure will rise to 75 per cent 
with 25 per cent held in 
reserve for emergencies. 

But before then thc EPCON 
team are keen to learn how the 
new network's capabilities can 
be geared to suit the Force's 
needs and are undertaking a 
'telephone review' to discover 
what is needed. 

They are particularly keen 
to hear from users of the cur- 
rent Ednet system to discover 
what, if any, problems you suf- 
fer, as well as finding out what 
additional services people 
require of Ednet. 

MAIL BOX 
The EPCON team, made up 

of four full-time and two part- 
time posts would also like to 
hear people's views of the 
Voice Mail Box facility - 
have you ever used it and what 
opinion do you have of it? 

Another issue the team are 
facing is whether the Force 
wants, or needs, a central 
switchboard, to split the 
switchboard facility into four 
areas or keep the present sys- 
tem, said Inspector Peter Blois, 
who is heading the telephone 
review. 

"If anyone has any views on 
these important issues this 
really is the best time to get 
them across," said Insp. Blois. 
"If people don't tell us what 
they would like it makes our 
job very difficult." 

If you are interested in help- 
ing to shape the future of com- 
munications in the force and 
would like to talk to the 
EPCON team please contact 
them on Exts. 2820, 2463 and 
2835. 
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... NEWS EXTRA..NEWS EXTRA 

Ensuring your 
rights while on 
foreign shores 

THE POLICE Federation Nationally are currently negoti- 
ating with ACPO and the Superintendents Association 
with regard to Police Officers (other than those on sec- 
ondment) who are required, on a temporary basis to per- 
form duty outside the United Kingdom. 

From preliminary enquiries made, it would appear that 
the treatment of such officers in relation to their duties, 
overtime, insurance provisions etc., varies considerably 
from Force to Force. 

It is intended that a Joint paper be forwarded to the 
Home Office. In order to obtain a standard approach 
across the country, a questionnaire has been sent to all 
Joint Branch Boards. 

My enquiries within the force have not been exactly 
helpful as there appears to be no record kept of the names 
and numbers of officers this affects. 

To assist me further could any officer that has served 
outside the United Kingdom in the above circumstances 
during 199 1 please contact me in the Federation Office on 
extension 2797. 

The information I will require is as below:- 
How many occasions were you required to perform 

duty abroad in 199 1. 
What information were you given about your duties 

prior to going abroad i.e. Tours of duty - entitlement to 
overtime - payment of expenses and allowances - proce- 
dures if taken i l l  or injured? 

An early response would be most appreciated. 

FAREWELL JACK 
THE JOINT Branch Board 
C h a i r m a n  B o b  Needham 
presen ts  J a c k  Woodcock 
with the plate on his retire- 
ment from the Police Service. 
Jack served for  many years 
as the Constables representa- 
tive a t  Clacton Division and 
t h e n  a s  t h e  Colches te r  
Divisional Representative on 
reorganisation. Jack has had 

Committee are 1,esearching 
instances where members to- raise 
have been recalled to duty 
from Annual Leave as 

Annual Leave. 
3 opposed to cancellation of On home . 

If any member has been THE ANNUAL Meeting of 
affected by this in the past the contributing forces to the 
year could they contact me police Convalescent 

in the Federation office on take place O n  25th 

extension 2797 so that I Fei;"aa:y" :Eber who has 
can Our returns to used the home wants to raise 
Central Office. any matter would they con- 

An early response would tact me with their informa- 
be appreciated. tion prior to  the meeting. 

ALL the information in the Paperwork Survey 
has now been collated on the Federation 
Computer and a draft report has been submitted 
to the Chief Constable giving the overall view of 
the responses for the Force. 

The breakdown of 
Divisional returns is to 
hand and is at this moment 
in time being collated into 
a full report which will be 
presented to the Chief 
Constable at the Joint 
Negotiating and 
Consultative Committee 
Meeting. 

For the members infor- 
mation I produce below a 
brief resume of the Force 

per cent for CDU to 75.28 per 
cent for Grays. 

The full breakdown in aver- 
age hours per man per 
Division is shown in the Graph 
B. 

Of the 1538 officers who 
responded to the survey 1068 
were actually doing some 
overtime in their own time this 
works out at 69.44 per cent of 
the total responses. 

The total number of hours 
worked per month was 984 1. 
This  works out on a total 

position:- response at 6.40 hours average 
Questionnaires sent out - per officer. 

2664 However on just those that 
Replies received - 1583 indicated they were doing the 
 hi^ represents a overtime the amount is 9.21 

resDonse of 57.73 Der cent. per officer per 

RESPONSE FREE 

officers actually spent com- 
pleting necessary paperwork in 
THEIR OWN TIME. 

The computer has calculated 
the extra number of officers 
required just to deal with 
paperwork identified by this 
survey. 

It works out at l l 0  extra 
officers. This has been broken 
down into Divisions and ranks. 
Graph C give details by 
Division. 

Calculations have been 
made based on the average of 
each rank and enhanced at 
time and a third. 

The cost saving to the Force 
in a full yea; would be 
f 2,592,048. 

TAPE 
The Joint Branch Board will 

obviously be using this infor- 
mation to push for any increas- 
es in Force Establishments. 

However we will be also 
making representations to the 
Force with regard to the other 
information obtained in an 
attemot to cut down on unnec- 

The actual declared man essaj paperwork. 
The i n  hours given free per year one area appeared 

response by Division var- would be 118092 hours, time and time again was the ied between 50 Per cent for Although most of the length of time spent by offi- 
Support Division to 95.92 replies contained numerous cers on tape resumes 
per cent for CDU. comments as to the problems for court, 

The full breakdown is regarding the burden of paper The Force are in fact 
shown on Graph A. work, the actual information already looking at this problem 

Those actually working the on the computer only deals together with the length of 
overtime varied between 48.94 with the amount of time the time spent by officers at Court. 

TWO years ago at the 
Federation Conference, 
the Police Federation 
called for evaluation of 
the Side-Handled Baton 
for issue to Police offi- 
cers. 

In January, ACPO 
announced that they were 
opposed to its adoption in 
Britain. 

As a result the National 
Federation carried an arti- 
cle in the January edition 
of 'Police' magazine enti- 
tled 'Blow The Image - 
Buy The Baton'. 

The article obviously 
drew media attention and 
in Essex we were asked for 
our comments, which we 
duly gave. 

We fully support the 
National Federation view- 
point. 

The Side-Handled Baton 
which is  a defensive 
weapon is far more effec- 
tive in this day and age 
than the present Short 
Truncheon. 

Let's face it, the only 
protection you are supplied 
with at present by the 
authorities is the Truncheon. 

At a time when more 
and more officers are being 
assaulted in the execution 
of their duty, many of them 
knifed, isn't it time that the 
authorities looked at some 
better form of protection 
for you the members at the 
sharp end? 

The Side-Handled 
Baton, which I understand 
has 1 1  defensive functions 
to three offensive func- 
tions, would certainly give 
members more protection 

against knife attacks and 
would also assist in many 
restraining holds. 

We agree that more 
training would be needed 
in their use, but if it means 
just one less officer being 
injured then that must be a 
good thing. 

At the last Joint Branch 
Board meeting the use of 
the Side-Handled Baton 
and provision of protective 
body armour was dis- 
cussed. 

The Joint Branch Board 
agreed to take the matter to 
the Chief Constable at the 
next Joint Negotiating and 
Consultative committee 
meeting to evaluate both of 
these items. 

You will be kept 
informed of the progress 
that is made. 

GRAPH A UNPAID OK IN EPD 
BY DIVISIONS 

A BD CD ED FD GD HD CDU STAFF 

DIVISIONS 

GRAPH B 
UNPAID OTT IN EPD PER MONTH 

BY DIVISIONS 

A BD CD ED FD GD HD CDU STAFF 

DIVISIONS 

GRAPH C 
EXTRA MANPOWER REQUIRED IN EPD 

BY DIVISIONS 

A BD CD ED FD GD HD CDU STAFF 

DIVISIONS 

KEY 
A = SUPPORT BD = BASILDON 
CD = CHELMSFORD ED = COLCHESTER 
FD = GRAY S GD = HARLOW 
HD = SOUTHEND CDU = CENTRAL DETECTIVE UNIT 
STAFF = HQ STAFFmANAGEMENT SERVICES ETC 
OT = OVERTIME U P  = UNPAID 
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COMMAND 
T W O  Essex Officers have been selected for the Senior 
Command Course to be held at the Police Staff College, 
Bramshill, starting on March 30. 

Basildon Divisional Commander Chf. Supt. Michael 
Curtis and Harlow Divisional Commander Chf.  Supt.  
Michael Brewer were chosen for the four month course 
after a three day interview. 

T h e y  will  jo in  off icers  f rom all  o v e r  t he  Uni ted  
Kingdom and some from overseas. 

ON THE MOVE 
DET. Supt. Graham Furnival, based at Headquarters will 
be leaving the Force for seven months to study at the Joint 
Services Defence College. 

He starts the course on April 28 and during his absence 
his post will be filled by DC1 Mick Gamble, currently 
based at Basildon. 

Super slimmer sheds 7 stone to scoop national title 

In for a Penny, 
In for a ~ o u n d  

I bv Paul Dunt l I 
I 

MIRACLE MUM 
Penny Booth, a former 
Essex Police SOA, has 
been named Young 
Slimmer of the Year 
after shedding an 
incredible seven stone 
following the birth of 
her son. 

Penny, 27,  whose hus- 
band Chris is a Sergeant at 
Har low,  was  n i cknamed  
Bess i e  Bun te r  by c lass-  
mates at  boarding school 
and  we ighed  a hef ty  1 6  
stone just over a year ago. 

But when baby Samuel 
was  bo rn  in November  
1990 the  penny dropped 
and  s ince  then she  has  
become a stunning shadow 
of her former self, tipping 
the scales at just nine stone 
- but growing in confi-  " c, 

dence every day. 

JELLY 
"The turning point was 

in hospi ta l  w h e n  I s a w  
myse l f  in a mir ror .  I 
touched my tummy and it 
was  jus t  l ike  jel ly and  I 
realised I must d o  some- 
thing for my son's sake," 
s a id  Penny,  o f  Ches t e r  
Place, Chelmsford. "It took 
g o i n g  u p  t o  16 s tone  t o  
realise how big I was." 

I t  then took  on ly  1 0  
mon ths  f o r  Penny  t o  
become  a lmos t  ha l f  t he  
woman she used to be and 

I 
experts have been amazed 
she achieved it all alone - 
wi th  j u s t  a handfu l  o f  
books  a n d  a n  exe rc i se  
video. 

A self-confessed choco- 
hol ic ,  Penny  admi t s  she  
used to eat everything from 
cream cakes to  chips and 
pasties - a throwback to 
her days at boarding school 
in Torquay, where, isolated 
f rom he r  parents abroad 
with the Army, she gorged 
for comfort. 

But she insists her fabu- 
l ous  f i gu re  hasn ' t  been  
achieved through a fanati- 
ca l  t h r eadba re  d ie t ,  but  
s imply  through sens ib le  
eating and exercise - with 
room left for the occasional 
sticky treat. 

PROUD 
Away went the deep fat 

fryer - "I shan't ever use 
it again" - and out came a 
low fatlhigh fibre diet with 
plenty of vegetables and a 
callenetics program devel- 
oped from a fitness video. 

"It was very difficult in 
the beginning but I soon 
adapted," she said. 

"Before,  when  I wen t  
out I always thought people 
were  looking a t  me,  but 
now I feel proud of myself 
and I can hold my head up 
high," she said. 

"I don't know why, but 
people treat fat people dif- 

Slimline Penny and husband Sgt. Chris Booth relax at their Chelmsford 
home after her success in the Young Slimmer of the Year Competition. 
f e r en t ly  - I ' v e  ga ined  Room. the secret of her success, 
more friends being slim - Since winning the award and she  will possibly be  
and I've become more con- f rom Slimmer Magazine,  featured in a TV serial on 
fident in the way I talk," which brings with it a holi- the Beeb. 
she said. day  in  Hawa i i ,  a Rove r  And only this week she 

HAWAII 
Metro car and £500, Penny took part  in a radio pro- 
has been hitting the head- g r a m m e  wi th  Derek  

Hubby Chris is delight- 
ed with his new-look wife, 
whom he met while on an 
IRIS training course.  H e  
was  fo rmer ly  based  a t  
Brentwood and Penny was 
an  S O A  a t  Co lches t e r  
before moving to HQ Info 

lines right across the nation 
- and you are likely to see 
more of her soon. 

She has just come back 
from doing a fashion shoot 
for the News of the World 
Magaz ine  "Sunday ", 
Slimmer Magazine a r e  
planning to write a book on 

iameson. 
T h e  award  was  

announced at a ceremony 
held at the Savoy Hotel in 
London. 

"When we  bought  the  
papers the next day it was 
s o  unreal .  It was  a very 
exciting day," she said. 

FUN-LOVING bobbies helped raise more than 

A BIG-HEARTED band of off-duty police offi- 
cers have launched a major appeal to rush food 
and medical supplies from all over the county 
and transport it in five trucks to Albania. 

Pc Donkin, who decided to dried milk. babv foods and 
organise practical help after 
watching the plight of the east 
Europeans on TV, appealed to 
everyone to help ensure the 
'999 to Albania' call was 
answered. 

The project team are work- 
ing closely with the charity 
"Light to Albania" based in 
Frinton-on-Sea. The charitv is 
linked to church groupia l l  
over the world who run the 
Albanian Encouragement 
Project, based in Tirana. 

Medical 
The innovative officers 

have set up base in a ware- 
house in Severalls Industrial 
Park, Colchester, and hope it 
will soon be brimming with 
donated supplies of food, med- 
ical items and household uten- 
sils. 

"We urgently need all sorts 
of items," he said. These 
include foods such as sugar, 
rice, flour, pasta, tinned fruit, 

diabetic foodstuf&. 
First Aid 

Also needed are medical 
supplies such as cough mix- 
tures, Aspirin, vitamin tables, 
First Aid supplies, antiseptic 
creams and bandages as well 
as toiletries like soap, sham- 
poo, toothpaste and baby pow- 
der. 

Household items such as 
pots, pans, washing-up bowls 
and cutlery are also required as 
are soap powders and other 
cleaning agents. 

But in addition to these 
essential items there are other 
things such as books, pens and 
stationery and educational toys 
that are desperately needed to 
help improve the lives of the 
children. 

However, the team make it 
clear they are not collecting 
clothes - other projects have 
this in hand - and soft toys 
are not suitable since these 

bring a risk of cross-infection 
at hospitals. 

It is vital, however, that 
anyone who can donate any- 
thing should bring them to the 
warehouse - Unit 2, Smeaton 
Close, Severalls Industrial 
Park, Colchester or phone the 
team on (0206) 844444 if they 
have a large amount of aid and 
cannot transport it to 
Colchester. 

Alternatively donations can 
be taken to their nearest Essex 
Fire Station during the week- 
end 22/23 February between 
loam and 4pm wiiere they will 
be collected. 

All sorts of people and 
organisations are being 
approached to join in the 
appeal - schoob are being 
asked to think about arranging 
a 'Tinned Food Collection 
Week' while GPs and dentists 
are being asked to give any 
equipment they no longer use. 

Lorry 
Meanwhile local businesses 

are being approached to help 
with haulage, deliveries and 
vehicles. "We would like to 
hear from anyone who could 

offer the free use of an articu- 
lated lorry and trailer for the 
trip to Albania," said Pc 
Donkin. 

The appeal has already been 
offered two lorries, but still 
needs another three and organ- 
isers are keen to hear from any 
truck or van owner who may 
be able to help with collections 
from fire stations or schools. 

In addition it is hoped the 
main appeal will lead to 
fundraising spin-offs. Already 
the West Mersea Youth Group 
- "The Mersea Mafya" have 
undertaken to raise £3,500 to 
buy a reconditioned Rover. 

Convey 
The vehicle is being pre- 

pared by R.S.T. of West 
Mersea and hopefully will be 
taken to Albania with the con- 
voy and left there for the chari- 
ties to use for aid distribution. 

Plans are also afoot to hold 
an angling match, which hope- 
fully will feature many top 
British anglers with the money 
raised going to the appeal. 

"To date everything that has 
been promised and offered has 
been for charitable reasons," 

said Pc Donkin. "Our adminis- 
tration costs are, therefore, 
minimal." 

"So far our only expendi- 
ture is for the telephone - we 
hope to keep it that way - 
ensuring any donation goes to 
where it is most needed." 

"It is hoped the convoy will 
leave Colchester around 
March 27 and arrive in 
Albania on April 2," he added. 
"If this project is supported 
well it may raise sufficient to 
fund a second." 

"We have taken advice from 
the best sources and have lim- 
ited the size of the convoy to 
maximise safety and proper 
distribution. Please help us in 
this project to help the needy 
in Albania." 

Anyone wishing to donate 
money to the appeal can do so 
by sending a cheque or postal 
order to the campaign HQ, at 
the given address or pay it 
directly to any branch of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland. 

Account name: E.P.I.C. 
Albania. Account Sort Code: 
16- 16-3 1. Account Number: 
1 1525680. 

£8,000 at Tilbury's 999 Fayre this summer and 
earlier this month presented the money to a host 
of charities and organisations. 

More than 10,000 peo- Af t e r  tha t  t he  even t  
p le  a t tended the  August  grew and grew to become 
Fayre which is organised an  annua l  Fay re  and in 
annua l ly  by t h e  th ree  1981 the  Pol ice  and  
emergency services - Fire Ambulance services also 
Ambulance and Police. became involved and from 

M u c h  o f  t he  money  then on it was  known as  
raised goes to "benevolent the 999 Fayre. 
funds" for  the three ser-  "It ha s  jus t  become  a 
vices and representatives way  o f  l i fe  now," sa id  
of all three were on hand at Fayre Treasurer Sherrell  
G r a y s  Po l i ce  Sta t ion  Taylor. "I think local peo- 
recently t o  receive  the i r  ple have come to expect it 
cheques. now." 

T h e  Army  a n d  t h e  Last year 215 Squadon 
Specials also benefit from and local C B  enthusiasts 
the Fayre, which this year also lent their services to 
was sponsored by National the Fayre, which featured 
Power, as  d o  many local many special attractions to 
charities. entertain the crowds. 

The  fore-runner t o  the The charity cheques this 
999  Fayre began back in yea r  were  p re sen ted  by 
1972 and was organised by T i lbu ry  P c  Ian  Heff ron 
the Fire Brigade. A far cry who thanked those present 
from today's spectacular, it for their help which made 
involved a six-mile scooter the day another spectacular 
race, which Tilbury won! success. 
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Dutch Royals and 
gold bars docked 

in wartime Tilburv 
READING your article about Tilbury in the 
January issue of 'The Law' brought back a 
few memories for me, having been stationed 
at Tilbury for 17 years, (1939-1956). 

I did have a break of 3 
years (1942-1945) when it 
was decided that some pf 
us were needed for H.M 
Forces and, via the Army, I 
was dispatched to Africa, 
India, Burma and Malaya. 

The 'Ship" P.H. in those 
days was a pain in the neck 
and it necessitated the P.c 
and P.s on Late Turn to 
wait for the P.C. and P.s on 
Night Shift when the 4 of 
us would make certain that 
all was quiet after closing 
time. 

Needless to say there 
were a few punch ups and 
the 2 cells at the old Police 
Station were in use quite a 
lot. 

I must say that duty at 
Tilbury in those days was 
interesting and varied. 
After war was declared 
poor old Tilbury had its fair 
share of bombings. 

One near miss for the 
Station was when a bomb 
fell in Malta Road adjacent 
to the Station, and it was 
found necessary to demol- 
ish 2 Police houses owing 
to faulty foundations. 

The Navy at the start of 
the war would intercept 

and escort in to Tilbury for- 
eign ships taking war mate- 
rials to Germany. 

Theses were known as 
contraband ships, and once 
in dock the Navy would 
seal the wireless room on 
board and two police offi- 
cers from Tilbury would 
then be sent on board with 
a Lee Enfield rifle and 50 
rounds of ammunition to 
guard and ensure that the 
seal on the Wireless room 
was not broken. 

This was a 24 hour guard 
and was very interesting, 
taking into account that we 
had never fired a shot in 
our lives!! 

In furtherance to  this, 
when Holland fell to the 
Germans the destroyer 
'Mohawk' brought the 
Dutch Royal Family to 
Tilbury for onward trans- 
mission to London. 

Following this some 
hours later an old tramp 
steamer pulled into Tilbury 
Dock and P.c Shadbolt and 
myself were instructed to 
do the usual 24 hour duty 
aboard complete with rifle 
and ammo. 

Upon enquiry, the Dutch 

SIBYL 
PALMER 

I SINCERELY regret to say that my beloved wife Sibyl 
(usually known as "Squib)  recently tragically passed 
away - due to a cancerous growth and, I would very much 
like to thank former colleagues and friends who have 
enquired about her, andlor attended the funeral, andlor 
sent messages of sympathy, andlor money for Cancer 
Research - (which fund has now reached 5775.00). 

My family and I are most grateful for all that support 
as, she had been a wonderful wife to me for over 47 
years; a superb mother and a very good friend to a lot of 
people so, if you can kindly put a note in The Law to 
express our thanks I shall be very appreciative. 

Bob Palmer 
Supt (retired) 

Yew Tree Close, 
Great Yarmouth. 
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J 
captain informed us that it 
was not the Wireless room 
we were guarding but it 
was the cargo of the ship 
which was 20 million 
Guilders worth of gold 
bars. 

No one slept that night! 
and imagine our surprise 
the next morning when 6 
vans from the Bank of 
England turned up with 30 
Officers to unload this 
cargo. 

Although Tilbury has 
had a bad name i n  the 
County, to my mind it was 
a good Station for  all  
Officers as regards training 
and experience. 

I enjoyed my stay at 
Tilbury and was privileged 
to serve there with such 
Officers as P.c Charles 
Waller (Ex Asst. Chief 
Constable) P.c Bill 
Petherick (Ex. Asst Chief 
Constable) P.C. Peter Joslin, 
currently Chief Constable 
of Warwickshire, and many 
others. 

Proof enough , I think, 
that being stationed at  
Tilbury has its rewards. It 
did me no harm, I managed 
33 years in the Force with 
further 12 years as a civil- 
ian in the Courts Office at 
Colchester Police Station. 

Ron Rose Ex. P.s.169 
Station Road, 
Brightlingsea. 

third 
Flynn 

THE following facts have 
been pointed out to me and 
I thought that they may be 
of some interest to yourself 
and your readers. 

In the January edition of 
The Law, a photograph was 
published of the Westcliff 
Section of the Southend 
Borough Constabulary 
taken in 1939. 

In the front row of the 
photograph is Det Con 
Paddy Flynn, later to 

, become an Inspector. 
His son, the late 

Inspector Brian Flynn, also 
served at that Station and 
his grandson Pc Ian Flynn 
is a member of Westcliff 
station at the present time. 

This in itself must be 
some kind of record for the 
Force but another fact in 
relation to this is the pre- 
sent Divisional Commander 
of the Southend Division, 

I Christ Church, Chelmsford. 11 Chief Superintendent Peter 
Blythe, served with all 

Roger Grimwade, HQ ext. 2457 or sgt Bill Knight, who con- I I tacted The Law on the I Pc Bill Brightmore HQ ext. 2429 

l l 7.30pm, Saturday 7 March 
Tickets £2.50 from chf. Insp. 

Kerry's fed up witH 

three generations! 
J. Taylor, 

Southend Police Station. 
Thanks also to EX 

equal opps. article 
I AM writing in 
response to the article 
in the January edition 
of The Law, and the 
comments made by 
Sergeant Needham. 

I quote, "We can see the 
reasons for this change, but 
wonder if it is going to be 
totally practical, as there 
will be occasions when 
supervisors need to know 
whether an officer is male 
or female, such as  an 
emergency call for support 
in a case of public disor- 
der." 

I am not a feminist by 
any means but I do find it 
rather disturbing that an 
article which devotes itself 
to equal opportunities and 
women in the police force 
should contain such a sex- 
ist comment by another 
officer who is representing 
the police federation as a 
whole. 

I personally found 

Sergeant Needham's com- 
ments offensive. There are 
obvious disadvantages of 
not being able to identify 
the sex of an officer purely 
by name and collar num- 
ber, but a public order situ- 
ation is not an example of 
one of these occasions. 

Male and female offi- 
cers alike are well 
equipped t o  'hold their 
own' in such a situation. 
All officers undertake pub- 
lic order training to vary- 
ing levels. 

Female officers are suc- 
cessfully placed on speca- 
ialised units such as the 
Force Support Unit which 
concentrates on public dis- 
order. 

I appreciate the argue- 
ment that a carrier full of 
female officers at a public 
order situation may not be 
effective, but only from the 
point of view of the gener- 
al public who may prefer 
to see a male officer in 

such a situation. 
In practical terms the 

likelihood of gathering 
together a number of 
female officers from the 
same division is very low. 

In view of the article I 
feel that it may be appro- 
priate for  Sergeant 
Needham to clarify 
whether his comments are 
his own opinion or if he 
was making them as gener- 
al representation of the 
Police Federation. 

Female officers have an 
important place within the 
police service. The article 
in The Law was a s tep 
beackwards with regard to 
equal opportunities. 

Wpc Kerry Alien 
Laindon police station 

Sgt Bob Needham 
replies: 

The  Federation, and 
myself, totally support the 
equal roles of male and 
female officers on the 

streets, and my comment 
were not intended to imp! 
otherwise. 

The example quoted W 

taken in isolation in t 

refer to a support cal 

ll 
article and was intended 1 

mutual aid to ano 
force, where it is imp0 
to distinguish between 
sexes for accommodati 
purposes. 

Other examples mi 
have been staff in st 
needing to know who 
the trousers and who 
the skirts,  o r  at 

accommodatio 

to discriminate. 
The Federation was 

strongly of the opinion 
officers' views on the 
ject, particularly tho 
our women offi 
should have been 
widely canvassed. 1 

l 
A Don't waste casq ;; 
W on civvy uniform/ bl 
m 

REGARDING the recent questlonnalre to Non 1 
HAVING read Bob Needham's article on CHARI-TEA at 
Farleigh in your December edition, I felt I had to write 
and express my sincere thanks to your newspaper and 
Bob Needham for yet again giving Farleigh such tremen- 
dous publicity and support. 

As Bob's article so truly said, it was a memorable 
afternoon so greatly enjoyed by patients, staff, volunteers 
and the federation team. 

On behalf of all the patients cared for  by 
Chelmsford Hospice Service I thank Bob and his team for 
their deep concern and support for all the work which 
goes on at Farleigh. 

Janet Curmi 
Matron, 

Chelmsford Hospice. 

personnel referring to the wearing of civilian unifod 
The initial expenditure required to implemel 

scheme would be in excess of £ 100,000, with; 
going expense of at least £90,000 - £100,000 pq 
required for the replacement of worn garments a1 
issue of uniform to new members of staff. I 

Would not this amount of monies be bette' 
to obtain a more genuine grading for all civilial 
below the officer grade? 

This would also eliminate any disagree 
what is or is not a suitable colour, style, material 
uniforms. + i 

~4 
1 

See article on page 5 i 
1 
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A LIKE MANY colleagues have discovered before me, the beefcal And 

thirty years of service milestone comes round too soon I theft not a and it is time for the parting of the ways. HAVING iust beeil side 

Merc! 
D E C E M B E R  i s s u e ,  
page 3, bottom of page. 

T h a t  i s  n o t  a 
1920s Mercedes. It's not 
even a Mercedes. 

Y o u ' r e  o n l y  
wrong by about 50 years 
and  3 ,000  miles  (USA 
not Germany). 

Up t o  your  usual 
statdard of accuracy. 

Dick Chaplin. 

My thirty years with the Essex Police have been very 
special and will always remain so. Life will, without 
doubt, be a lot emptier when I think of the wonderful 
crowd of people who I have had the pleasure to serve 
with over those 30 long years, and who I have now left 
behind. 

May I, therefore, through the columns of The Law 
thank all of my friends who made my last evening with 
the Force such a memorable occasion. Their kind 
thoughts, wishes and delightful gifts will always be trea- 
sured. 

I wish you all well for the future and hope to keep in 
touch with you all via my new force. Many thanks to all 
for such a wonderful send off. 

Geordie Wright, ex-DCI, 
Woodlands Park, 

Leigh-on-Sea. 
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HQ Car Squad. 


















