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tiai ingredient for any 
police officer. But last 
month two constables 
had their sense of 
humour tested to the 
limits. 

Pc Mark Pannone came 
up with the ideal way to 
put an end to a public 
order disturbance. Mark 
went to the aid of nine 
other officers during an 
incident involving 10 
youths outside Harlow 
Police Station. ' 

In the confusion one of 
the police dogs mistook 
Mark for an offender and 
gave him a nasty nip on 
the bottom. 

The youths were so. 
amused by the attack that 
the disturbance came to 
an abrupt halt. 

Mirth 
Although Mark needed .. . 

CAR CRIME PACT HITS 
ESSEX Police's award-winning "Sold Secure" initiative is to merge with anoth- 
er car crime prevention scheme with a view to being adopted nationwide. 

T h e  "Sold Secure  

no medlcal treatment he 
told The kiw: "It did hurt 
and left two punctiire 
w n ~ ~ n d s  I t  :ilkn C H I I S P ~  

Partnership Against Car 
AN ABILITY to laugh Theft" be re- 

. . - . . - . - - - . . . - - - . . - - 
some reasonable mirth 
among colleagues. You 
couldn't help but laugh 
about it." 

Meanwhile Pc lan 
Howitt, from Grays, 
found himself in a poten- 
tially lethal situation after 
dealing with a suicide 
victim. 

Two hours after a man 

by Jenny Grinter 

had taken his life by 
attaching a hosepipe to 

at vourself is an essen- launched in June, one  \ 
I THE ROAD 

his car, Ian was asked to 
drive the car one-and-half 
miles back to the station. 

Despite having all the 
windows open, Ian was 
overcome by fumes and 
had to be rushed to 
Basildon Hospital suffering 
from dizziness and nausea. 

He was put on oxygen 
and blood tests revealed 
high lead levels, but he 
was later released. 

Ian said: "1 can laugh 
about it now. I didn't have 
much choice. By the time 1 
got back to the station they'd 
all been drawing cartoons of 
hosepipes dangling through 
the windows of police cars. 

year after  the  init ial  
scheme, devised by Sgt. 
Ken Dodd, got under- 
way. 

I t  combines  the  
Nor thumbria  Pol ice  
PACT scheme. which 
embraced any business 
se l l ing  ca r  secur i ty  
devices, including car 
repair  workshops and 
retail outlets, with "Sold 
Secure", which concen- 
trated on new and used 
car dealers. 

It widens the mem- 
bership to inc lude 
installers of car alarms 
and audio  sys tems,  
some  locksmiths  and  
other allied businesses. 

The  combined Under the new Sold 
scheme has won the  Secure  Par tnership  
backing of the  Against  C a r  Thef t ,  
Association of Chief every  member  of the  
Pol ice  Off icers  scheme will have  to 

that  it i s  

the  methods  

already expressed 
an interest, with a pre- best to protect against 
sentation to dealers in them. 
Avon and Somerset due The scheme insists on 
to take  place next a minimum security 
month. package fo r  al l  cars ,  

new o r  used,  sold by 
members. This includes 
a physical device, such 
as  s teer ing lock (or  
alarm or  immobiliser), 
window etching, lock- 
ing  petrol  cap,  radio  
cassette security, and 
locking wheel nuts on 
sport  o r  a luminium 
wheels. 

The new scheme will 
also have a test facility 
for all car security prod- 
ucts,  with s t r ingent  
requirements, including 
withstanding attack for 
five minutes. 

Any product which 
passes  the  tests  i s  

included on a list of reg- 
istered devices which is 
c i rcula ted  to  scheme 
members. Members are 
under obligation to offer 
registered devices  to  
customers, and to install 
them to  a minimum 
specification. 

Members  will  pay 
£100 a year to join the 
scheme, which aims to 
be self-financing. They 
will then be registered 
a s  a "Sold Secure  
Autocrime Prevention 
Centre" and be included 
on a list of dealers avail- 
able to the public. 

Moves are also under- 

Reunited after 40 years 
LONG lost cousins soon as Mr Davison's 
have been reunited letter arrived." 
after 40 years thanks After more than 40 
to the speedy work of years trying to trace each 
public relations offi- other, Fred managed to 
cer Fred Feather. reunite the two families 

~~d now thrilled pen. within just TWO weeks 
iris ~~~i~~~ and of receiving the New 

her husband George York letter. 
Ingman Roberts - a Telephone calls and 
retired PC - are plan- letters have been 
ning to jet across the exchanged and Iris and 
Atlantic for a grand George'ssonHaroldhas 
reunion. "popped in'' while on a 

business trip in New 
by Kim White York. 

Iris said: "I was very 
It all started when pleased. We lost touch in 

George, w h o  retired the 50s when the family 
Southend in 19501 emigrated. Before that I 

asked to borrow a book was very close to them 
-The Borough Men - particularly my other 
featured in The Law. cousin Jack who I went 

Around this time, Fred around with when I was 
received a letter from a in the WRENS and he FRED'LL FIX IT: Public Relations officer Fred Feather, left, meets the Davisons. 
Trevor Davison in New was In the Amerlcan 
York trying to trace his Army. couple will fly to New the family back together. said: "We are fortunate in 

York in the autumn. Iris said: "The only the museum that we have 
father Eugene's cousin "Not Only are both In the meantime George thing I find disappointing the opportunity to help 
Iris Davison9 mar- Eugene and Jack has taken a keen interest is that they had such beau- people all over the world 
ried a George alive but there are 21 in tracing family history tiful English accents when in finding relatives, ances- 

Fred explained: children and grandchil- using a home computer I last saw them. Now they tors and friends. We can't 
"Luckily Mr Roberts had dren that we knew-noth- and the couple are still sound like Yanks." however guarantee to 
an unusual middle name ing about." reeling with the shock Obviously pleased with reunite them as quickly as 
and he sprang to mind as If all goes to plan the coincidence that brought the result, Fred Feather this particular family." 

way to l ink up with 
motor insurers, with dis- 
counts for drivers who 
have a "Sold Secure" 
package fitted to their 
cars. 

Sgt .  Dodd,  who is  
based at  H Q  Crime 
Prevention, has worked 
fo r  months  to adapt 
"Sold Secure" and 
merge i t  with the  
Partnership Against Car 
Theft (PACT). 

He  explained that 
Northumbria's scheme 
had been geared to an 
area with three times as 
much car  cr ime as  
Essex, where the thieves 
a re  professionals.  In 
Essex, autocrime still 
tends to be carried out 
by opportunists ,  who 
are  often deterred bv - - . -  - - - - - . .  ~~ -, 
less sophisticated secu- 
rity devices. 

Sgt. Dodd said, "Sold 
Secure was expensive 
fo r  dealers  at  a time 
when profit margins 
were reduced. We have 
changed the scheme a 
lot, but the aim remains 
the same - to provide 
motorists with protec- 
tion against  vehicle 
crime." 

AN ENGINEER from 
Stockport has been 
charged with the rape and 
murder of Colchester 
teenager Fiona Gallant. 
The 36-year-old is in cus- 
tody in Liverpool. 

Fiona was just 18 when she 
paid a Christmas visit to her 
grandmother in  1987 and 
never returned the few hun- 
dred yards home. 

Her body was later found 
dumped down an embankment 
next to the busy A12, just four 
miles from her home. She had 
been strangled. 
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I Home Secretary's plans sianal Government control of Police 

Federat ion resists 
Clar kegs reforms 

SINCE my last article the Home Secretary 
Kenneth Clarke has been at it again. 

On Tuesday 23rd March power for Essex. 
he announced to  Parlia- You will  all be  aware  
ment  t he  l ong  awa i t ed  that we are one of the low- 
proposals with regard to est Establishments in the 
Police Reform. country per head of popu- 

He wants the Police to la t ion  a n d  in p rev ious  
be able to provide the best years, although receiving 
poss ib le  service  and  t o  increases from the Home 
this effect he is looking to Office, they have been a 
g ive  Pol ice  Author i t ies  lot lower than the bid by 
and Police Forces greater the Force backed by the 
f r eedom t o  d e c i d e  f o r  Police Authority. 
themselves  how bes t  to  I have covered the good 
spend their money. news first. Mr Clarke car- 

 hi^ move is ried on by setting out his 

b y  the  ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ,  charges to the structure of 

should give much more Police Authorities. 

f l ex ib i l i t y  t o  Ch ie f  Nominated 
Constables as to how they Hi s  suggestion is that 
use their Annual Budgets. the new Police Authority 

I t  wi l l  a l s o b e l e f t t o  s h o u l d b e m a d e u p o f :  8 
Chie f  Cons t ab le s  t o  Coun ty  Counci l lors .  3 
decide in conjunction with Mag i s t r a t e s ,  5 locally 
the  Police Authority the nominated people. 
number of Police Officers On the  face of it that, 
in t he  Force  Establ ish-  perhaps ,  is  not too  bad 
ments. until you realise that the 

Th i s  hopeful ly  could  five local people will be 
mean an increase in man- nominated by the Home 

Secretary himself. 
T h e  H o m e  Sec re t a ry  

will also nominate which 
member will be the chair- 
man of the new Authority. 

Your Federa t ion  s e e s  
this course of action as a 
move by the Government 
towards political control 
of the Police Service,  a 
move  which we  wou ld  
most certainly resist. 

It might suit Mr Clarke 
to have control of the new 
Authority whilst we  have 
a Tory Government  but 
who knows what is around 
the corner? By this time 
next year we might have a 
new Government. 

However with regard to 
the  expected announce- 
ment of possible amalga- 
ma t ions  of Fo rces  t he  
Home Secretary was sur- 
prisingly quiet. 

He said he had no fixed 
views on the right number 
of forces and that he had 
no plans to  amalgamate 
Forces using the powers 
of the 1964 Police Act. I THE CASE OF R.V. EDWARDS 

MEMBERS may have heard rumblings about this 
decision and will know that it affects the responsibili- , ty of the police for disclosing matters of evidence. 

The impact of this decision the application of the R. V. 
on the character references of EDWARDS decision. 
individual Police Officers is I am reproducing part of a 
beginning to dawn. letter from the Director of 

An article published in The Public Prosecutions to Chief 
Mail on Sunday on lo th  April Officers which sets out the 
has brought the matter to the requirements ... 
fore. "The decision is authority 

I t  has caused concern for the proposition that the 
amongst members who have defence are entitled to cross- 
become outraged that the arti- examine police officers about 
cle suggests that any matter disciplinary findings proved 
of their character could be against them. 
disclosed i n  a Court where "In turn, this means that 
the officer was giving evi- the prosecution is obliged to 
dence. notify the defence of such 

The article mentioned that matters. 
a report for being late for "It has been agreed that the 
work could become a basis obligation to which I have 
on which to question the offi- referred is a continuing one 
cer about his disciplinary and, accordingly, that the 
record. police are responsible for 

It's not surprising that notifying the CPS of any dis- 
Police Officers should object ciplinary findings proved 
to such intolerable intrusions. against any police officer 

To put the record straight involved as a witness in the 
... Yes some matters of  a case in question up to and 
previous discipline record are during the course of the trial. 
required to be disclosed. "This obligation applies to 

Hnwever there i u  a n r ~ c i w  officers who are goins to be 

Police Regulations. Accord- 
ingly, disclosures of such mat- 
ters is not required. 

"I (the CPS) am satisfied 
that the decision in Edwards 
may be restricted to a require- 
ment to disclose those disci- 
plinary findings which must 
be formally recorded under 
the appropriate Police 
Regulations. 

"Therefore, the police need 
not reveal to the CPS disci- 
plinary findings of guilt 
where the punishment is a 
caution, nor need any com- 
plaints which have not result- 
ed in a disciplinary finding of 
guilt be revealed, save in 
those cases where an officer 
has been suspended pending 
completion of an enquiry 
being conducted into his con- 
duct." 

I hope this has been able to 
allay some of the present 
fears. Should any member 
need further information we 
will be pleased to assist from 
the office. 

Bob Needham, Discipline 
Liaison Officer 

But he did propose that 
s ta tu tory  p rocedures  
which are unduly cumber- 
some should be simplified 
to  a l low fo r  amalgama-  
t i ons  when  t h e  t ime  i s  
right. 

Changing 
1 see this as the Home 

Secretary actually chang- 
i ng  tha t  sec t ion  o f  t he  
Police Act to allow him to 
make the amalgamations 
as and when he likes. 

This certainly does not 
help the  smal ler  Forces  
w h o  wi l l  be  constant ly  
looking over their shoul- 
der waiting for an axe to 
fall. 

Hopefully this should 
not affect Essex as we are 
currently 2,950 strong. 

However with the forth- 
coming Boundary changes 
I do  see the possibility of 
the size of the Force being 
increased by taking back 
s o m e  par ts  o f  
Metropolitan Essex such 
a s  Lough ton  a n d  
Buckhurst Hill. 

THE review of the 
Housing Allowance is  
due on 1st April. 

To date the movement in 
the RP1 index has not been 
issued so  I have no idea 
what the new figure is like- 
ly to be. 

As soon as the figure is 
to hand an Iris message will 
be sent out to all Stations. 
The new figure will be back 
dated to the I st April. 

Any member on 
Transitional Rent 
Allowance who may be 
affected by the increase will 
automatically be informed 
by Finance of any change. 

I can tell you that the 
Home Secretary has given 
an assurance that the uprate 
in Housing Allowance will 
not be restricted to the 1.5 
per cent of this years Pay 
Award. 

ON THE 29th March the 
Home Secretary dropped 
his second bombshell by 
introducing his consulta- 
tion paper with regard to 
Police Discipline proce- 
dures. 

T h e  paper is  based on 
"the employee and employer 
relationship" together with 
Industrial Legislation. 

It would appear that the 
writers of this document in the 
Home Office have completely 
forgotten or ignored the 
unique status of the Constable 
- that we are not employees 
and are therefore not covered 
by employment or industrial 
legislation. 

This paper, i f  approved by 
Parliament, would change the 
very nature of a Constable and 
the basis upon which men and 
women are sworn as Police 
Officers to keep the Queen's 
peace. 

The Joint Central 
Committee have been holding 
meetings with the Federation 
Solicitors to discuss the impli- 
cations of this paper and your 
own Joint Branch Board have 
met to prepare their views for 
the national Committee. 

Proposals 
To give you some flavour 

from the paper the basic pro- 
posals are: 

To do away with the right 
of legal representation. 

Chief Constable to have the 
right to dismiss officers for 
gross discreditable conduct 
without any hearing. 

Complete change in format 
for other discipline matters. 

Rights to appeal to 
Industrial Tribunals instead of 
Police Discipline Tribufials. 

You will see from the brief 
synopsis above why we are 
concerned at these sugges- 
tions from the Home Office. 

CRITICISM of the police service has been very 
much in vogue in recent years. 

Miscarriages of justice and allegations of police 
corruption have tarnished the image of the British 
Bobby. 

In their wake has  come a clamour for change and 
the current glut of Commissions, Inquiries and pro- 
posed reforms. 

Yet, despite the bad press, it is well worth noting 
w h o  the  former  communis t  countr ies  of Eastern 
Europe have turned to for a role model as they seek to 
establish a fair and effective system for policing a 
democracy. 

Of f i ce r s  f r o m  Essex  Po l i ce  have  v is i ted  
Czechoslovakia, Romania and Albania to advise on 
policing and human rights issues. Other forces, too, 
have sent officers to Eastern Europe. 

This month three high-ranking Albanian Police 
Officials were our guests. They came to see first hand 
how Essex Police operates. 

People are all too keen to attack every weakness in 
our policing system. Like the Eastern Europeans, per- 
haps they should also acknowledge its strengths. 

COMMITTED TO CARING 
On the subject of Eastern Europe, it was heart- 

warming to read Pc Alan Diver's account of how he 
helped deliver more than 26 tonnes of desperately 
needed aid to the people of war torn Croatia. 

Few of us could fail to have been sickened by the 
suffering we have witnessed on our TV screens, nor 
appalled by atrocities, reminiscent of the Nazi regime, 
which we never expected to see in Europe again. 

Some, like Pc Diver, felt sufficiently moved to do 
something positive to help - devoting hours of time 
and energy to collecting, storing and delivering food 
and medical supplies. 

It is remarkable that the efforts of just a handful of 
dedicated and determined people can do so much to 
bring relief to the sick and starving. 

But if committed individuals can achieve so much, 
how much more could Governments do? 

The efforts of men and women like Pc Diver put 
Western Governments to shame. 

The Editors would like to make it clear that the views 
expressed in this opinion column reflect those of the 
Editors and not the Chief Constable or any other 
member of the Essex Police. 

German minicruise 

THREE DAY minicruise to Hamburg, Germany from 
Harwich (Parkeston Quay) on Tuesday 22 June 1993. 

The cruise will be made on Scandinavian Seaways vessel, MS 
Hamburg. Amenities include, cinema, disco, night club, a la carte 
restaurant, smorgasbord restaurant, cafeteria and shops. 

Accommodation available consists of two, three and four 
berth inside cabins, each with shower and toilet. 
Timetable: 
1530 hours ...... Tuesday 22 June 1993 ............. Depart Harwich 
1300 hours ...... Wednesday 23 June 1993 ....... Arrive Hamburg 
1630 hours ..... Wednesday 23 June 1993 ........ Depart Hamburg 
1200 hours ...... Thursday 24 June 1993 ........... Arrive Harwich 
Cost - E32 per person 

If you are interested, please complete the reservation slip and 
return to DS B. R. Firmin, Essex Police Port Unit, c10 Police 

~ ~ . .  ~ - - .~ r-- 

sonally by the D~~~~~ chief extends to an Gfficer whose THE three women mem- Although predominent- Wednesday 28thApril: 
Constable. evidence is not relied upon by bers-of the Joint Branch ly  fo r  the women mem- A.M. Sou th  Eas t  

The remaining 99 per cent the prosecution but whose Boa rd  wi l l  be  ho ld ing  bers this does not preclude Division (Rayleigh) 
of the force have no obliga- statement is disclosed to the open forums in April as  any member attending. P.M. S o u t h  Divis ion  
tion to answer questions con- defence as 'unused material'. t hey  d i d  l a s t  year.  T h e  Dates and locations are (Basildon) 
cerning their disciplinary ''Having considered that items that will be covered as follows: 
record. matter carefully, it has been 

Should they ever be asked agreed that the prosecution's include: Tuesday 27th April: Thursday 29th April: 
at Court, a suggested reply duty i n  this regard does not Pensions (buy back of A.M. Headqua r t e r s  A.M. South West Division 
would be to regard the ques- extend to disciplinary records sewice). Training School @rays) 
tion as irrelevant and to seek which have been expunged in Sexual Harassment. P.M. Nor th  Eas t  P.M. Nor th  West 
guidance from thc Court on accordance with the relevant Grievance Procedures. Division (Colchester) Division (Harlow). 

Passports are required 
11-11 1-1-11 -91-1 r surname T ~ h r i s t i a n  Name T ~ t a t i o n  l 
I I I I 

I I require a two/three/four berth cabin. I 
Tel No. ..................................................................... I 

LIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJ 
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NAKED 
PROTEST 
POLICE dashed to 
Hatfield Road, 
Rayleigh, when told of 
a naked lady jumping 
in front of the traffic. 

The  woman was 
apparently protesting to 
her boyfriend about 
wanting to go to a nud- 
ist camp. By the time 
officers arrived she was 
fully clothed. 

CREEPY 
MISTAKE 
ANOTHER woman 
caused a stir when she 
dialled 999 to say there 
was a tarantula in the 
meter box outside her 
house in Laindon. 

Basildon Zoo experts 
rushed to the scene to 
discover a black furry 
glove. 

SAFE SEX? 
MEANWHILE the 
Fiveways store in 
Frinton requested 
police assistance with a 
Chinese shoplifter who 
couldn't speak much 
English. 

It seems the woman 
had attempted to steal a 
packet of 12 Durex 
condoms. 

CAUGHT 
IN A JAM 
HARLOW Traffic cop 
Geoff Poyser found 
himself in a jam during 
a visit to Tyneside. 

He and his wife 
Linda had to return 
home from Sunderland 
by train after thieves 
took their car and their 
hire car replacement. 

Both cars were later 
found dumped and 
stripped of wheels and 
radios. 

WHAT THE 
BLAZES IS 
GOING ON? 
A FLAT OWNER got 
the shock of his life 
when he looked out of 
the window to find the 
fire brigade trying to 
force entry. 

It seems a well- 
meaning pedestrian had 
mistaken an open coal 
fire for a "blaze" and 
tried to smash down 
the door. Having had 
no luck he dialled 999 
and left fire crews to 
explain to the bemused 
occupant. 

Choral tribute to young composer 
A REQUIEM com- and wrote the the Requiem earlier only choral work, writ- from pneumonia on 
posed 50 years ago Requiem while he was this month. ten during the War Christmas Day, 1948. 
by a young hospital bed-ridden in Broom- Frederick Roerig had when he was just 22. At Les Roerig's 
patient has been field Sanatorium, now little formal training in He went on to pass request, the Choir per- 

performed in Broomfield Hospital music, but during the examinations of the formed the short 

for the first time by in eight years he was bed- Trinity College of Reqdiem at the begin- 
ridden he studied com- Music and the Royal ning and again at the 

the Essex His brother Les was position, and worked School of Music from end of its "Music for 
Choir. Present at the Baptist on more than 30 scores. his hosp i ta l  bed, and Easter" concert, which 

Frederick Roerig Church in his home "' The short setting of became a student at also featured a perfor- 
contracted tuberculo- town of Braintree as Robert Louis Steven- Trinity College of mance of "Olivet to 
sis when he was 16, the Choir performed son's Requiem was his Music until he died Calvary". 

HOTSHOT: Albanian policeman Luan Hoxha 
tests out on the Essex Police range. 

accused 
over new 

( "Fyy word 1 

and women all 
A NEW "F" word has over the county 
evolved within Essex will be hearing the Police culture. 

The horrendous howler, gospel 
inadvertently promoted in to Essex Police this 
none other than your family I month as the Force 1 
newspaper The Law, was 
denounced this month by Pc 
Dave Rose from Saffron 
Walden. spiralling problem 

He pointed out not one, 
not two, but EIGHT occur- 
rences of the "d i s~us t in~"  

U U 

word in last month's issue. 
He highlighted the article 

on Page 10, which explained 
the Force Training School at 
HQ had changed its name to 
Essex Police Training 
School. 

This move, we explained, 
was in line with changing the 
emphasis of police work 
away from the physical 
implications of the word 
"Force", towards that of pro- 
viding a service. 

ing "F" word appeared 
brazenly in a headline. 

And he spotted it again in 
the first paragraph of the 
"Fun Day" story on the same 
page, and the second para- 
graph of our story about 
"Quik-Kufs". Shameful! 

Pc Rose asked, "Perhaps if 
the unmentionable word is no 
longer to be associated with 
us, then some consistency is 
called for?" 

"Poor old Ed - hove this 
Y;, just column inches won't affect your pkrfor- 

away, on Page 8, the offend- mance indicators!" 

Scottish 
tour 

HAVE A HAPPY HOG- 
MANAY! It may seem a long 
time until New Year, but Ian 
Copland in HQ Information 
Room has details of a sea- 
sonal Scottish tour. 

Travelling by coach from 
Essex, the break includes five 
nights full board at the 3-Star 
Golden Lion Hotel in Stirling. 

The holiday, from December 29 
to Janujiy 3, costs £299 per per- 
son, including evening entertain- 
ment and excursions to Edinburgh 
and the Trossachs. 

For details contact lan on Ednet 
2222. or (0268) 77928 1. 

Albanians studv 
+ Essex Police 
FIRM links and friendships have been forged I 
between Essex Police and the Albanian Police fol6w- 
ing a fact-finding mission to the countv bv three high I by Paul Dunt 1 
ranking officers from the fledgling de60ciacy. I 

The officers were invit- 
ed to Essex to studv the 
British system of poiicing 
following a visit to 
Albania last November by 
Deputy Chief Constable 
Peter Simpson and Det 
Chief Supt Ralph 
Barrington. 

During a hectic week 
with the Force, the delega- 
tion, headed by Mr Ferid 
Tahja, Head of SHIR, 
Ministry of Public Order, 
were shown all aspects of 
policing in the county 
including visits to Scenes 
of Crime, the Air Support 
Unit and the Marine 
Section. 

They also visited a vari- 
ety of stations across the 
county with trips to  
Canvey Island, Southend, 
Tendring and Colchester 
where they examined the 
range of work covered by 
officers and civilian staff. 

POVERTY 
While at Colchester the 

Albanians got the chance 
to meet up with Rowhedge 
Pc Nigel Donkin, who 

major role in set- Tahja (far left) and Luan Hoxha a s  the thtee ~lbanian officials learnt 
ting up the 999 to Albania about the work of Essex traffic officers. 
appeal which took vital 
supplies to  the poverty 
stricken country last year. 

Mr Tahja, who was 
accompanied on his visit 
by Mr Luan Hoxha, Head 
of Public Order in Dunes, 
and Mr Arianit Koci, 
Head of International 
Affairs, Ministry of Public 
Order, said he had been 
particularly interested in 
Essex's communications 
network and self-disci- 
pline, not only in the 

Force, but in the country as 
a whole. 

Albania has a national 
police force and although 
the country's communica- 
tions concept is quite mod- 
ern it is  affected by a 
severe lack of radios for 
officers, he explained. 

RADIOS 
Mr Hoxha, said that in his 

area there were around 1,000 
policemen with no more 
than 25 radios between 
them. When the number of 

police districts in the Dunes 
area, which has a population 
of 120,000, were increased 
from 26 to 35, he had no 
radios to give to the new dis- 
tricts, he said. 

Cars too were in short 
supply with only three traftic 
cars and four minibuses 
between his officers, Mr 
Hoxha added. 

Mr Koci also explained 
some of the new policing 
problems the Albanians are 
facing following the recent 
collapse of communism in 

A NEW investigative interview training package for 
police officers is introduced in Essex this month. 

The aim of the package is interviewing victims and 
to standardise training witnesses as well as suspects 
across the country, in order of a crime. 
to achieve a national stan- T~~ handbooks are on 
dard of interview. their way to every Essex 

The programme involves Police officer, entitled the 
a five-day training course, to "Guide to Interviewing" and 
develop officers' skills in the "Interviewer's Rule 

Book". 
The former provides a 

model for effective inves- 
tigative interviewing, the 
latter sets out rules, Codes 
of Practice and best practice. 

Officers requiring further 
information should contact 
D1 Steve Bright at Essex 
Police Training School on 
Ednet 2750. 

the country. Two years ago 
there were no private cars in 
the capital, Tirana. 

Now there are around 
7,000 and the police are 
learning to deal with the rel- 
atively new concept of road 
accidents in a country where 
they are also responsible for 
all road signs. 

But the main problem 
Albanian officers face is 
public disorder with crimes 
such as burglaries and thefts 
also on the increase. More 
serious crimes such as rob- 
bery, rape and murder are 
also occurring, but not to a 
great extent. Over the past 
three months there have been 
four murders in Durres, Mr 
Koci said. 

Following their visit Mr 
Koci said he would like to 
see Albanian officers trained 
in Essex to learn the British 
way of policing and said he 
was keen for more English 
police officers to come to 
Albania as "missionaries". 
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Good 
from tragedy 

BACK in October, it came as a great shock to The handicaps differ in feel, etc, to stimulate ( 
find someone knocking at my door at 11.30 at severity and each house calm down the childre 
night to inform me that my husband Chris had is equipped to deal with accordingly. 
been killed whilst on duty on the M25. individual needs as well BY having such a roo~  

The subsequent funeral has come out of the situa- as all of the children's in use it will help a 

was handled with dignity tion. I am very pleased to needs as a whole. more people for a longe 

and with the utmost con- inform you all that a total The money is to be 
period of time. 

sideration to my wishes. of £3,500 was raised in As Chris loved kids, 
used to set up  a multi-  would like to take thi It was the saddest, yet donations to Hargrave sensory room, within one opportunity to sincere1 
of the thank everyone for givin life - especially when I Hargrave House is the to be i n  operation by 

saw the vast amount of key name to a small September). so generously. 
officers lining the road to gmup of houses that look good old days . the 

Dawn Wiggin 
after mentally and physi- Different atmospheres St Andrews Roac 

However, a lot of good cally handicapped children. will be created by sound, Boreham 

More discipline less crime 
NEWS item No I: A court backs a father's right to spank his 
unruly sons with a belt. 

No 2: A police patrol called to one of nine separate incidents 
of joy riding on a housing estate was stoned by youths. 

The answer is clear - a little more of No I will ensure a little 
less of No 2. 

Mrs M. B. Laidlaw, 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, 

Carters Close, 
Clacton-on-Sea. 

Tenerife. HOW the headquarters skid pan looked in days gone by. 

Kick the habit for just £5.99, 
HAVING read .the with a fag going, you "This is going to be a non- drag is the loo. no longer wanted to 
March issue of The obviously weren't under smoking Force" (sorry, So, to all you smokers, smoke. Since then I have 
Law, I felt I must enoughpressure. Service,) and overnight here is my help from been a non-smoker, as has 

Times change and with the smokers were rounded someone who used to my wife. write to ask whether 
i t  the Service. Instead of up and told that the habit smoke. It is not my inten- All in all, I have intro- 

you consider attending courses and would no longer be toler- tion to preach. It is not my duced the book to nine 
using my waking up to a nice ated. intention to promote any other people. Of those, all 
to help others in the cooked breakfast, we were Routine article. My story is simple. have stopped. It's no mira- 
job. given freshly squeezed Like almost all smokers cle cure and I can't guar- 

It concerns a poem sub- grapefruit juice. I would imagine that I would have liked nothing antee it will work but it 
mitted by Lynda Barkway And then, to cap it all, those telling smokers this better than to stop smok- probably will. 
on the subject of smokers. us smokers were herded were non smokers, as I'm ing. Then one day, my The name of the book is 

I began smoking at the into a corner, by the win- sure they never gave one wife, who also smoked, How To Stop Smoking by 
age of 13 and gradually dow, in order that we thought as to how it would began reading a book Ian Carr. The price is 
increased my intake to 50 could enjoy one of the last affect the daily routine of given to her by a friend. It £5.99, or the cost of a cou- 
per day. remaining non-healthy the smoker. told of the psychological ple of day's smoking. On 

But of course, in those habits. Are the decision makers reasons behind smoking behalf of the non smokers, 
days most people smoked It appears to me that a really that much out of and step by step it gave I apologise to all smokers 
and this job in particular lot of thought has gone touch with reality not to her a whole new outlook. for others' lack of fore- 
did absolutely nothing to into the new "non smok- realise that in many cases I flicked through this thought. 
discourage it. Indeed, if ing" campaign. I mean, the only places available book. By the time I was PS Gordon Muir 
you didn't walk round someone, somewhere said: to the smoker for a quick halfway through I knew I Grays. 

No paid thuas on 
our streets  lease - 

- H  
- 

WITH reference to Mr Jennings' letter in thc 
March Law, I and many other people still 
think vigilantes are the wrong type of people tc 
have patrolling our streets. 

I know Pittmans Field 
would probably not wish 
to take part in having 
vigilante patrols. 

If so called vigilantes 
were patroll ing the  
streets, gangs of thugs 
would think nothing of 
having a go at them to 
test them (it happened in 
America in March '9 1. it 

School 
reunion 

I AM t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  pas1 
pupils and  staff of Windsor 
School,  H a m m  BFPO. 
Germany. 

I know that some joined the 
police force. A reunion i r  
being arranged in June 1992 
for all the past pupils and staff 
of this school. 

became a gang war). I Please contact (with SAE) 
either Mr Bob Jordan, Windsor 

think crime go up Society, Greenacre, Shepherds 
in this case. It wouldn't L,,,. Comoton Down, 
be much of a cr ime Winchester, H& S021 2AB 
deterrent would it? or Mrs Karen Drake, 58B High 

I am all for the quiet Street, Halstead, Essex CM9 
2JB. 

life and am no coward. Karen Drake 
Maybe if a thug had a 
knife I would have a go, 
if he  had a gun,  I 'm ANONYMOUS! 
sorry, number  o n e  
comes first. 

I also think the police 
would not wish for vigi- 
lantes to be patrolling 
streets. 

Like Mr Jennings and 
I were when w e w e r e  
both in the services we 
were the experts then, 
the police are the experts 
now, s o  c o m e  o n  M r  
Jennings, no paid thugs 
on our streets please. 

I would l ike to  read 
M r  Jennings '  pro- 
gramme text and report 
on vigilantes, if so  my 
address can be obtained 
from the editor. 

Mr K. Page, 
Pittmans Field, 

Harlow. 

THE editors of The Law wish 
to remind readers that we can- 
not accept anonymous letters 
for publication. 

We received two anony- 
mous letters this month, one 
signed BMW and the other 
from a hunt saboteur in 
response to the centre spread 
feature in the March Law. 

On request we can print 
Name and Address Supplied 
but only for writers who iden- 
tified themselves to the edi- 
tors. 

THE LAW welcomes 
letters from all our 
readers. Please address 
them to: 
The Editors, The Law, 
Essex Police Press 
Office, Police HQ, 
P.O. Box No. 2, 
Springfield, 
Chelmsford, 
Essex CM2 6DA. 


















