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Twelve prickly plants are a thorn in the side of thieves

The Dirty Dozen

THE Association of
Chief Police Officers
(ACPO) has opposed the
controversial Sheehy
proposals on perfor-
mance-related pay and
fixed term appointments.
In its submission to the
Home Secretary ACPO
disputed:

@ pay proposals which
endanger recruitment
and retention of high
calibre officers.

® performance-related
pay schemes which are
too complex, bureaucrat-
ic and ambitious.

@ fixed term appoint-
ments which are out of
all proportion to the dif-
ficulties they seek to
address.

@ raising the retirement
age to 60 which is
impractical.

@ changes to the rank
structure which fail to
recognise operational
needs.

ACPO acknowledged
the need for change but
called for less complex
and less costly solutions,
which would allow
greater freedom to man-
age the police service.
ACPO's alternative propos-
als included:

@ better starting pay and
pay progression through
annual appraisals,

@ fixed term appointments
for senior ranks only.

@ streamlining higher ranks
to enable an increase in beat
constables.

@ overtime abolished only
for inspectors and above.
ACPO believes its propos-
als should form part of an
ongoing programme of self-
generated reform, leading to
an improved and more cost-
effective service to the

public.

DISEMBOWEL your burglar is the lat-

est advice being issued by Essex Police.
In a new crime prevention initiative,

launched earlier this month, officers at

Saffron Walden Inspector John Emmerick battles with an old-fashioned rose, showing just how difficult you

SIRENS wailed across Essex last
week for the first time since the
War, but they warned not of
enemy bombs but the threat of
bombardment by the sea.

Thirty-one sirens along the
length of the Essex coastline were
started up for a four-minute test,
which hearalded the launch of the
new County Flood Plan.

Since the disastrous East Coast
Flood of 1953 sea defences have
been strengthened and forecasting
improved, but sea levels are rising
and low lying areas of Essex are at
risk.

Essex County Council has taken
responsibility for the old sirens,
originally intended to warn of air

Saffron Walden have taken an age old idea
and turned it into a thought provoking cam-
paign to capture the imagination of home
and business owners alike.

could make life for unwelcome visitors.

raids, and they will now play a
crucial role in warning residents in
coastal areas of the threat of flood-
ing.

The Sirens Test on September
17 was necessary to ensure they
would work properly, and, in fact
seven sirens failed to operate.
These will now be repaired.

The test preceded with some of
the highest tides of the year and,
had the weather been
unfavourable, the new County
Flood Plan could have faced its
first test.

The plan has been jointly pro-
duced by the County Council,
Essex Police and the National
Rivers Authority. Under the plan,
Essex Police is the prime agency

for warning the public of danger,
and co-ordinating evacuation and
rescue plans.

Activating the sirens would be
one of the main options for warn-
ing the public of an imminent
threat of flooding and alerting
them to listen to local radio and
police announcements.

Nine of the sirens are located on
Canvey Island, with others mainly
in the Tendering, Thurrock and
Maldon districts. At present, 26 of
the sirens are linked to control
points at Colchester, Chelmsford
and Southend Police stations and
can be operated from there. The
other five currently require indi-
vidual sounding.

erties.

Burglaris Disembowelis promotes the strategic
planting of particular shrubs and plants to form
an impenetrable, but natural barrier around prop-

On its launch day at Cambridge’s Botanical

Ireland, Aberdeen

across\ the media.

Garden it caused a flood of telephone calls from
press, public and even other forces interested in
learning more about the idea.

Home owners from as far afield as Northern

and Devon called

Headquarters Press Office asking for details of
the plants, having seen or heard information

wall.

no doubt be deterred.

not be forgotten.

' By Kim White I

Throughout the research into defensive plant-
ing Crime Prevention officers, along with horti-
cultural expert Ray Veerman, selected 12 plants
which would be an attractive alternative to con-
ventional fencing or the use of barbed wire on

Planted sensibly your welcome visitors will”
feel relaxed while your unwelcome visitor will

Burglaris Disembowelis is by no means a cure
for crime. Although it can help in prevention,
other traditional methods such as locks, alarms,
security lighting and property marking should

Leaflets with pictures, details and prices of the
plants, along with further advice on defensive

planting are available from local police stations.

Wartime sirens wail again

The Flood Plan places responsi-
bility for providing effective sea
defences, and arrangements for
flood forecasting with the
National Rivers Authority.
Conditions in the North Sea are
monitored by the East Coast Storm
Tide Warning Service, and the
NRA then calculates the likely
risk.

Essex County Conncil assumes
overall responsibility for achieving
a co-ordinated response, through
liaison with local councils, volun-
tary organisations and other agen-
cies.
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Federation denies intransigence as national campaign gathers pace

Punchy response
to Sheehy

SINCE my last report there have been several
meetings between National Federation officials
and the Home Office, including meetings with
the Home Secretary Michael Howard.

It has been reported in
some of the press that
the Federation has been
intransigent and not pre-
pared to negotiate with
the Home Office.

I must put the record
straight - that is certainly
not the case. The
Federation rejects the
Sheehy report in it
entirety. The package as
a whole is totally unac-
ceptable and is flawed in
many of its points.

Change

However, we are still
quite prepared to talk to
the Home Office about
any changes that are ben-
eficial to the service we
give to the public.

THE battle to get the
Police Authority to
contribute towards the
council tax for officers
in provided accommo-
dation continues.

At Monday’s Police
Liaison Committee
meeting I presented a
full report covering all
the returns received
from officers, setting out
the anomalies within the
force area.

At the full committee
meeting in the afternoon
the Chairman gave an
update regarding the
report and said that the
matter would be fully
discussed at the next
Committee meeting on
6th December.

Meanwhile the Joint
Central Committee
agreed an agenda paper
regarding the council tax
for the matter to be pro-
gressed through the
Police  Negotiating
Board at the earliest
opportunity.

We will continue to
explore all eventualities
for the benefits of the
members.

At a meeting with
Michael Howard it was
made perfectly clear that
the Federation was not
against change in the
Police Service, in fact
the Operational Policing
Review published two
years ago set out clearly
our agenda for future
changes within the ser-
vice.

We reiterated our own
evidence to the Sheehy
Inquiry team which

appears to have-been

totally ignored along
with all the other evi-
dence provided by the
interested bodies.

Perhaps the original
assumption that the

report had already been
written may well have a
ring of truth to it, possi-
bly taken off the Home
Office shelf, dusted
down and brought up to
date.

Since the publication
of the Sheehy report a
small team of advisers at
Surbiton have been
working on our response
to the Home Secretary.
The job is nearing com-
pletion.

It will be finalised and
presented to the Home
Office on the 29th
September. A press con-
ference will also be
given on that day. Copies
of the report will be with
Joint Branch Board sec-
retaries just prior to its
publication.

What I can tell you is
that the report will be

Group Insurance

YOUR Joint Branch Board has agreed to
continue the Group Insurance Scheme with
the present Insurers George Burrows Group

Insurance.

The renewal which is
for a further three year
period will remain the
same premium price but
with vastly increased
benefits.

For instance the Death
Cover for an officer is
now £77,500. The
Permanent Total
Disablement Benefit has
doubled to £20,000.

The Spouse Benefit,

for the same premium of
£1.55 per month, has

increased to £24,500.

I am also pleased to
announce that we have now
negotiated a further contin-
vation scheme for officers
who retire from the Force

short, sharp and punchy.
With regard to the cam-
paign launched by the
Federation, on Friday 10th
September, a full page
advert appeared in most
National newspapers. This
was aimed at the public.

A further advert will
appear on the 7th October
aimed to coincide with the
Home Secretary’s speech
on Law and Order at the
Tory Party conference.

Lobby

Can I ask members to
continue with their lobby-
ing of their Members of
Parliament at every oppor-
tunity. Those that have
reported back, to date,
have been very successful.
The meetings at
Colchester with Bernard
Jenkin and Rochford with
Dr Michael Clark have
been most helpful.

Scheme

(not on ill-health) of half
life insurance benefits for
the same premium. This
also includes their spouse.
This offer must be taken
up prior to retirement.

The 31 day continuation
option with regard to ill
health retirements still
exists.

by Brian Pallant

Support
from
council
on White
Paper

THE Federation will be
making a response to
the White Paper in
writing to the Home
Secretary. This will be
kept separate from the
Sheehy response
although we are all
aware that they are
linked.

The Police Committee
in Essex had an emer-
gency meeting recently
to discuss the White
Paper.

Members had the
same concerns as our-
selves regarding many
aspects of the report and
wrote to the Home
Secretary, their Members
of Parliament and all
county councillors.

1 was able to speak at
the Committee meeting
and reiterated our stance
on the matter.

It would appear that
all Associations are firm-
ly against many of the
Home Secretary’s pro-
posals.

Finally at the Police
Committee meeting held
at Basildon on Monday,
13th September, there
was support for total
rejection of the Sheehy
report. It was agreed that
a suitable letter should
therefore be sent to the
Home Secretary.

Long-serving Chairman retires

Bob Needham, the Joint Branch Board
Chairman, has indicated that he will be retiring
from the Police Service on the 3rd October.

Bob has been your
Chairman since taking
over from Ted Davidson
back in June 1984 and is
currently one of the
longest serving
Chairmen in the coun-
try.

I have worked closely
with Bob, both as
Assistant Secretary and
then as Joint Branch
Secretary since 1988
and he will be sorely

missed.

Can I take this oppor-
tunity of thanking Bob
for his help over the
years and our partner-
ship_ together at the
helm of the Joint
Branch Board.

1 wish him both per-
sonally and on behalf of
the Joint Branch Board
a long,. happy and
healthy retirement, and
every success in his new

appointment with
Colchester Borough
Council.

New Chairman:

Sergeant Dave Jones
from Basildon, the cur-
rent Vice Chairman of
the Joint Branch Board
will take over the full
time role of Chairman
until the next Joint
Branch Board meeting
when the appointment
should be ratified and a
new Vice Chairman
elected.

@ Soon to retire: Bob
Needham.

USING pnckly plants to deter burglars is not
a new idea. The concept of defensive planting
has been kicking around at Crime Prevention
seminars for some years.

Yet, earlier this month, the same concept bought a
blaze of national publicity to Essex Police. When the
Force's Burglaris Disembowelis campaign was
launched it attracted TV, radio and newspaper cover-
age across Britain.

It inspired the Guardian The Daily Mail and the
Daily Telegraph to dedicate up to a page of valuable
newsprint to "The Dirty Dozen" defensive plants cata-
logued in conjunction with Saffron Walden-based hor-
ticultural consultants Hugo Veerman.

Why? It is a simple idea, a comical idea, but above
all, a well-packaged idea.

The overwhelming and perhaps unexpected success
of the campaign is a tribute to the effectiveness of pos-
itive marketing.

It demonstrates the vitality of partnerships with the
business community and the potential for private spon-
sorship of public campaigns.

To move forward demands a change in the tradition-
al police culture, which has a deep-seated unease about
glossy marketing methods.

But Burglaris Disembowelis is living proof of how
clever packaging and promotion can turn a good idea
into a powerful public relations campaign.

The Editors would like to make it clear that the views
expressed in this opinion column reflect those of the
Editors and not the Chief Constable or any other
member of the Essex Police.

National Association of Special
Constabulary Officers
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
ORDER NOW

ON January 16 1994, a Book of Remembrance record-
ing the names of Special Constables and Police
Reserves killed on duty, will be dedicated at a Service
in Coventry Cathedral.

HRH The Princess Royal will be in attendance together
with representatives from all UK Police Forces.

To help cover the cost of the ‘Book” NASCO is offer-
ing you the opportunity to purchase a unique tie-tac or
booklet (or both) commemorating the service:-

(1) ‘Dove’ tie-tac

Only 3,000 tie-tacs are being produced. The tac is
multi-coloured and depicts a dove nestling on a police
cap, holding a book under its wing (cost £1 each).

(2) ‘Roll of Honour’

This high quality booklet will list all the Special
Constables/Police Reserves (523 names) detailed in the
Book of Remembrance. The list runs from 1801 to the
present day. It will include a brief history, photographs
and accounts of certain officers deaths. Each booklet
will cost £4 (including postage). Payment must be
made in advance. Only 2,500 copies will be produced.

Each booklet will be individually numbered and con-
tain a Certificate of Authenticity.

ORDER FORM

NAME:
ADDRESS:

Please send me ................. Dove’ tie-tac(s) at £1
each. (5 or less add 30p posiage).

Please send me................ ‘Roli of Honour’
bookiet(s) at £4 each (incl. postage).

Total amount enclosed - £..................
P:les?l” make cheques payable to N.A.S.C.0. (send no
[

).
Send this form te: NASCO, 32 Serpentine Road,
Wallasey, Merseyside. L44 OAX.




Off the cuff

FIRE officers called for
police assistance when they
were unable to free an
elderly gentleman who got
himself locked into a pair
of handcuffs.

The man from Holloway
Crescent, Leaden Roding,
had no key and was getting
rather panicky. The emer-
gency services never did
find out why he had them
on in the first place.

‘L’ of a mistake

A LEARNER driver, who
forget which pedal stops
the car and which makes it
g0, ploughed into a house
in Tye Green, Wimbish.
Although there were no
injuries, two houses were
structurally damaged.

Potty over

distress call

PC POTTS of Harlow
Division nearly had a baby
when the Control Room
asked him to assist a mid-
wife in Shelley Close,
Shelley.

He breathed a sigh of relief
when he discovered she
had just locked her keys in
her car.

Stolen!

One wife

A RECENT incident at
first glance read:
“Informant wishes to speak
to police regarding the
recent theft of his wife.”
Further investigation
revealed it was actually his
wife’s car which had been
stolen from Elmdon.

What a nut

SGT CHIVERS at Clacton
had a strange conversation
with a man who had report-
ed his bike stolen from a
garage. It went:

VICTIM: I have checked in
my garage and my socket
set has also been stolen, it
cost £49.

SGT CHIVERS: Is it half
inch drive?

VICTIM: No 24 Lupin
Way.

Scotch Missed

A SPECIAL constable was
called to assist in some
French translation after a
man had his lorry hi-jacked
at knife point.

It turned out the lorry driv-
er was SCOTTISH.

Game boy

OFFICERS were called to
Danbury Country Park
after reports of a strange
man approaching some
young boys and then hiding
behind some trees.

The man in question was
described as looking like
Super Mario Brothers,
tubby, thinning dark hair
with a beard and mous-
tache and wearing a blue
ballet dress.

boun

o

A YOUNG child suffering from cerebral
palsy is to benefit from a gruelling bike ride
undertaken by two Stanway Traffic officers.

Pc Dave Grimshaw and
Sgt Frank Ruggles have
been involved with many
charity events for children
including marathons, but
this year they decided to
take to the saadle for
seven-year-old James from
Clacton.

Said Frank: “We’d never
attempted bike riding
before and thought it was
the ideal choice.”

But for two men with no
experience John Q’Groats
to Land’s End - a total of
845 miles - was very
adventurous.

“Neither of us could call
ourselves cyclists,” said
Frank, “so we decided to
give it a crack. Our fitness
from running helped and to
be fair we did some train-
ing before the trip but not a
great deal.”

Averaging 106 miles
each day over eight days,
the duo, with back up by
Pc Chris Woodward in a
Discovery, slept wherever
they could find a bed and a
hot shower - usually army
barracks.

Setting off at 7am each
morning they eat whatever
they could lay their hands
on.
Frank explained: “We
took with us a supply of
bananas, cereal, Mars Bars
and Lucozade and filled in
the gaps with whatever we
could find, Wimpy’s Big
Macs etc.”

A highlight to the trip

for Frank was meeting both
his son and daughter en
route.

He said: “Steve is in the
RAF in Edinburgh and he
met us on the Forth Road
Bridge with a welcome
flask of hot coffee.

“My daughter, Julia, met
up with us just outside
Liverpool with extra
pasties and sausage rolls. It
all helped to keep us
going.”

Although the weather
was far from on their side,
neither suffered any
injuries and their bikes, 21
speed mountain bikes, only
fell prey to two punctures,
one each.

“There’s a lot you take
for granted in a car,” said
Frank. “A gradient
becomes a mountain when
you're in the saddle, espe-
cially towards the end, and
the weather was dead
against us. There was a
depression which followed
us from start to finish.”

But the pair made the
trip in excellent time and
say they would do it again -
just not yet.

Although the sponsor-
ship and donations have
not been totalled, they
think they’re raised about
£3,500.

Now Dave and Frank
will meet up with the par-
ents of James and decide
where there want to go and
when, depending on James’
state of health.

Pedalling for
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in busy Beehive

Chelmsford.

CAT LOVING copper Pc Jym
Grant sprang to the rescue when
these two cute kittens used up
their nine lives dodging the traffic

It was a case of The Bill nicking
Bill as Jym took the four-month-

three cats.
Lane,

oldvrouges clié Bill and arah
to a place of safety, his own home,
in the protective custody of his

The terrible twosome didn’t paws
for thought when the chance came to
slip out of owner David Allen’s home
and cause traffic chaos.

owner.

cat.

But, fortunately, as Chelmsford
traffic-based Pc Grant observed, “the
tail had a purrfect ending”, and they
were reunited with their worried

Jym Grant is pictured (above) with |§
Tabby Bill and Sarah, the lucky black

]

Armed office

M—

rs guard

Terry

Cliffs band concert Rands

TOP security surrounded
Southend’s Cliffs Pavilion
when Essex Police held its
annual charity concert
which featured the Bands
of the Royal Marines'

~the

CPS.

Training Centre.

Due to these findings the CPS would
like to make police officers aware of a
new CPS leaflet which is ideal for hand-
ing out to the general enquirer.

Have you lost a camera?

SOME time ago a Canon camera was
found on the Essex Police coach and,
despite enquiries, Chf Insp Paul Adams
has been unable to trace its owner.

It will continue to be responsible for
providing training throughout Essex

per station.

2680.

nal courses.

The CPS in layman's terms

IN a recent public awareness survey,
27 per cent of people said that they
would contact their local police station
if they needed information about the

In the Public Interest explains in lay-
man’s terms what the CPS is and how it
operates. It should be made available in
busier police stations with a limit of 10

" Alternatively it is available from the
Crown Prosecution Service,
Publicity Office P93, 50 Ludgate Hill,
London EC4M 7EX. Tel: 071 273 8049.

The

If anyone has lost this camera or
knows who the owner is they should con-
tact Chf Insp Adams on 0245 491491 ext

School changes its name

ESSEX Police Training School, as of
now, has been renamed Essex Police

Police comprising of internal and exter-

The administration of conferences and

seminars, and the collection of all train-
ing costs will also continue.

Commander-in-Chief.

But the security didn’t
deter hundreds from turn-
ing up for the event.

Special guests included
commandant of
Shoebury Garrison,Chief
Constable John Burrow
and senior councillors and
executives.

The evening was inci-
dent free and ended with a
standing ovation for the
musicians and bandmasters
- Graham Sheldon, who
took the baton for Essex
Police last October, and
Capt Richard Waterer, with
the Royal Marines band
services since 1964.

Capt Waterer said that
the Marines’ public appear-
ances had been cut due to
security but that they had
been happy to visit
Southend because of the
Essex police protection.

Mr Burrow said the
force had raised more than
£200,000 for county chari-
ties in six years and that the
concert would give funds
for the needy another sub-
stantial boost.

@®Police Fun Day lottery
was drawn at the Cliffs
Pavilion Band Concert.
The results were as fol-
lows:

Mediterranean Cruise,
Mrs Askem; return air tick-
ets to Amsterdam, Jackson;
Rotary wristwatch, Sam
Anderson; exercise bike,
Ann Hood; basket of fruit,
Iill Wilson; suitcase, Mr B
Thurkettle; bottie of cham-
pagne, Carol Manning;
case of wine, Revell; bottle
of gin, C E Day; cuddly
toy, Denis Sheppard; case
of beer, Jon Evans; golf
bag, Spuett; family flask,
DI Dennis; briefcase, Linda
Gilmour; Marks & Spencer
voucher, V M Lee; food
hamper, Simon Le Mare;
two bottles of wine, DS
O’Toole; bottle of Sherry,
Terry Mallon; fruits and
sherry cake, Bull; motorists
accessory kit, M. Oakley,
joint of pork, Mr A
Brinton, hand made
Belgian chocolates, J
Simpson; crystal glass
decanter; ladies toiletries,
Jean Finch; gift pack of
stationary, Dave Martin.

retires

ACC Terry Rands is to retire
in March having served 32
years in the Force.

Born in 1943, Mr Rands
has been.Assistant Chief
Constable for Administration
since April last year, having
been responsible for person-
nel for the previous three
years.

Prior to that he was the
Divisional Commander at
Grays following four years as
Head of the Complaints and
Discipline Department. In
addition to his work within
Essex he has travelled to the
Middle East and Scandinavia
to study police work.

Married with four chil-
dren, Mr Rands also doubles
up as the Force Wildlife .
Liaison Officer, endeavouring
to ensure that resources avail-
able to deal with countryside
matters are used to their best
effect.

Off-duty Mr Rands inter-
ests include wildlife and coun-
tryside photography, garden-
ing, reading, listening to
music, do-it-yourself, attend-
ing auctions and Roman and
Victorian Britain.

Mr Rands will officially
retire on March, 31.
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Magnificent team

raised £5,400

THIS is a formal letter of thanks to your colleagues
for raising the magnificent sum of £5,400 through
sponsorship from the recent London Marathon.

I-was delighted to be
invited to the station to col-
lect the cheque and enjoyed
meeting everyone who was
involved.

It is particularly pleasing
to know that this was a co-
operative effort from the
whole Essex county, since
the Radiotherapy Unit here

in Southend does provide a- .

service for more than just
the immediate local area.
The cheque has been
paid in to the Radiotherapy
Department Trust Fund,
and will be used to provide
extra facilities that cannot
really be provided by the
National Health Service,
such as more comfortable
surroundings for patients
attending for treatment and
consultations, labour sav-

All the
way
from Oz

I WAS recently in
England and was hon-
oured to receive an invi-
tation to attend a
farewell party at
Braintree Police Station
to mark the closing of
the station and the
removal to the new one.
I would like to express
my thanks to the
Superintendent and all the
staff present for the consid-
eration shown me as a pre-
vious serving officer at
Braintree before I retired.
J.R. Flory,
Roselyn Street,
Port MacQuarie,
N.S.W. 2444,
Australia.

ing pieces of equipment, to
allow our staff more time
_with the patients and to
pay for research into new
methods of treatment and
educating staff in new
developments.

Please pass on my
thanks and those of every-

one here in the Southend
Cancer Unit, to those who
were unable to attend the

‘presentation, as we all

realise the amount of work
that has been involved.

Alan Lamont,

Consultant,

Southend Hospital.

@ For picture and more

details about the presenta-
tion, see page 11.

Praise for police work after Harlow stabbing

ar eat day
for justice

I AM writing to you regarding the fatal

stabbing of Michael Huntingdon which

occurred on August 9, 1992 at Hasla House.

My name is Tom Groome and I spent six weeks in
Princess Alexandra Hospital after an emergency oper-
ation for a single stab wound to the stomach.

On August 9 the police initiated an investigation .
 and spent an awful lot of time bringing Gary and
-Darren Johns to justice.

Gary Johns has subsequent been convicted and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment, and his younger brother

- Darren Johns convicted with two years detention.
I can’t begin to describe the feelings I have knowing

that all the police effort was not in vain and that the
brothers are paying the price for their part in these
events. Thank you does not convey the real apprecia-

tion I feel for the police involved in this operation.
While there have been some bad press reports about
the judicial system recently and the never ending
media coverage of police in knife edge discrimination,
I am compelled to write to you about the members
involved who I now personally know.
Mick Clarke, who began the investigation and kept

me informed while I was in the UK and I._.izv Boothman »

Where were the

| i I I t . | ,

- vigilantes*
MR JENNINGS (The Law, June) I believe you when
you say that 82 per cent of people phoned into your
poll supporting vigilantes, but I very much doubt that

82 per cent would come out in public. I think this
would possibly be between 10 and 20 per cent.

In July a cleaner report-
ed to me that he had been
stopped by two people
near his home who asked
him for money He said he
did not have any so he was
kicked to the floor, held
down, and anything he did
have was taken from him.

He also said people just
walked past him. He has

two broken fingers, a pair
of £200 glasses smashed
and clothes ripped.

Where were the vigi-

lantes this time — Sunday .

10am, Old Kent Road in
daylight?

I am sorry Mr Jennings
but it does not work in
London or towns. It might
in villages but not in cities.

THE article by Jenny Grinter in the August edition of
. The Law I found most interesting, as no doubt many

of your readers did.

It brought back so many
memories of my two
month trip to Australia a
few years ago when I
toured the eastern region,
working up through the
middle and down the east-
ern seaboard.

One of the most interest-
ing places was at Coober
Pedy, almost in the centre

of South Australia, an opal
mining town. I stayed-a
couple of nights there and
made contact with the local
police.

Something of interest to
your readers will be the
fact that when one of the
nine male and female
detachment makes an
arrest and needs to go to

We have the police '

force, specials, neighbour-
hood watch schemes and
good neighbour schemes
—is this not enough?

With reference to your pro-
gramme, I or my co-ordina-
tors did not see it so could you
give us the channel it was on
and the name and I will do the
rest.

I believe that vigilantes
should not be able to patrol
our streets as they cause more
problems than they are worth.

K. Page,
Area Co-ordinator,
Pittmans Field, Harlow

court in Adelaide, it takes
three days.

One travelling there, the
next day in court and the
third to return to base. - _

There is no railway there
and it’s too expensive to
fly. As shown in the article
you need to visit Australia
to get an idea of the sheer
size of the place and the
distances involved.

Phil Pewsey, Hamstel
Road, Southend.

This
charity
needs
you

AS the founders of the
Bristowe Fund for men-
tally handicapped, and a
local registered charity,
we would appreciate any
of the police offering to
do a sponsored walk,
darts marathon etc, to
raise funds for the home-
less mentally. handi-
capped.

‘We are endeavouring to
raise money to buy a home
for these special people.

We appreciate all the
good work Essex Police
already do, but people who
are homeless AND mental-
ly handicapped are often
taken advantage of by
many people. ;

All our work is volun
tary and we will appreciate
any support you can give.
If you can help contact the
Law editors on 2453. -

Mrs S. Bristowe,

Parsons Heath,.

Colchester.

who dictzited my statement. I thank them both.

DI Phil Mellon, who had been extremely clear-
headed and very supportive bringing things into
prospective regarding the case. To Mr Gamble, who
oversaw the investigation and his wit putting light to
the tense situation. :

My special thanks go to Mr Tony Martinex who
never seemed to stop, continually working and co-
ordinating and giving an emotional shoulder. Thanks
for his strength and understanding. It won’t be forgot-
ten. ‘ o ‘

Obviously a big thank you to all the people involved
that I’ ve never met.

I know I speak on behalf of all the people who have
been part of this tragedy or been affected by the conse-
quences of it. We are truly in your debt. Thank you for
your marvellous work, it’s a great. day for justice.

Tom Groome,
Planet Street,
Carlisle, Perth,
Western Australia.

DUTCH BIKERS
SAY THANKS

THROUGH this letter I would like to thank our col-
leagues from Essex Police for all that they did for us when
we cycled through Essex for charity. v
I must say we had a very warm welcome from all of the
colleagues in the places we stopped. - :
We were able to raise a total of £7,000 of which £1,200
went to the London Ronald MacDonald House.

Robert Croese, Police, Amsterdam.

GRAYS'DIVLSION
Reunion
Friday 22 October

Sherry reception 7.30pm
followed later by buffet

All retired Grays Divisional police and civilian pensioners
.. are cordially invited.to this event, to be held at
.GRAYS POLICE STATION, BROOKE ROAD, GRAYS.

Would those planning to attend kindly complete the form
below to give the event organiser, Peter Spensley, some

idea of numbers.
RETURN TO: Sgt 1213 Gordon Muir,
Grays Police Station,
Brooke Road, Grays, )
o ' ‘Essex, RM17 5BX.
N, g,< ................. - - = 0 = = ]
GRAYS DIVISION REUNION - ‘
NAME: TEL NO: ..covrrecnrernnns
ADDRESS: ......c.cccevrerieercserrreneriessessaresesanssnsssssseeseesssssanes
NUMBER ATTENDING: .......covoieuenieermrensenscssenneens

NB: As it has been a while since the last reunion, the
above delails are needed to update our records. Thanks.




























