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Helicopter's thermal image camera finds IRA escapers

John Clark.

Detective
collapses
at home
FORMER Essex Detective
John Clark has died of a
heart attack, aged 5 1
Having retired from the
regional crime squad
where he had reached the
rank
of
Detective
Superintendent, John had
continued a part-time
career as a consultant for a
security firm, often travelling abroad.
But sadly, last month,
John collapsed at his
Chelmsford home.
He began his 31 years
service in 1962 having
previously served as a
cadet.
.Promoted to sergeant at
Harlow RCS in 1967, he
then went on to become
both inspector and chief
inspector in the Southend
Division in 1972 and 1982
respectively.
It was in 1988 that he
was appointed Det Supt at
the RCS in Hertfordshire.

TERRORISTS TRAPPED
BY NEW HEATUSEEKER
TWO esca~edIRA terrorists were reca~tured more than two hours.
thanks to
new thermal image
on They were arrested after
being located by the heliboard the Essex Police helicopter.
co~ter'sheat-seeking cam-

camera

ihe

The helicopter was
called
in
to
help
Cambridgeshire Police
search for the missing duo
after the breakout from
Whitemoor jail, near
March, earlier this month.
A prison guard was shot
during the attempted

escape by six convicts,
four of whom were recaptured within the prison
complex.
The two remaining p*soners were at large for

W

era hiding in a drainage
ditch alongside the A141
road, about half a mile
from the prison.
The £200,000 camera
has only been carried on
board the helicopter for
the past four months, but
has already proved its

1
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Devoted

Long-standing friend
and colleague, D1 George
Florence fondly remembers the two sides to
John's character.
He said: "There was the
serious police officer who
enjoyed the respect of his
colleagues and had a wide
reputation as an accomplished detective. Then
there was the family man
who was devoted to his
children Simon and
Katie."
D1 Florence added:
"John was a man with a
tremendous, sometimes
wicked, sense of humour
and a man who always
made an impact on the
people he met."
H e was also a kenn
golfer and well known as
an outstanding pianist.
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Ebtering into the carnival spirit is Pc Dave Parkin as Spiderman.
Picture courtesy of the Brentwood Gazette.
TAKE a handful of superheroes
and throw in a f e w young convicts and you h a v e yourself a n ,
ideal carnival float.
This was the theme chosen by
officers at Brentwood w h o
entered the town's carnival f o r
the first time, this year, helped
by a local theatre group.
The carnival was all part of the
Brentwood Festival.
For more of the station's antics
see page 8.

P c Mark Shelley, from
the Air Support Unit, was
operating the thermal
during
image eauioment
..
the hunt. He said, "We
had commenced our
search close to the prison,
and we were about 25
minutes into the search
when we caught a glimpse
of a heat trace.
"We checked it more
thoroughly and could see
two heat sources apparently lying down in the ditch.
Using the radio, we were
then able to guide the
Cambridgeshire firearms
and dog teams, who were
about a quarter of a mile
away, to the ditch.
"We were overhead
watching the firearms
team, and when we saw
two men being taken away
it was an incredible feelit+. It proved the equipk e n t works and that we
can use it effectively."
The crew of Pc. Shelley,
Pc. John Wilks and the
pilot, Captain John
Burdett, were deployed to
Cambs. from their base at
Boreham within an hour
of the escape.
Since the thermal image
equipment was introduced, the Air Support
Unit has extended its
working hours. Officers
are now on duty until lam,
six days a week.

Essex murders

W

Both cases were landmarks in the use of new
scientific and computer
technology: the investigation into the death of wayward teenager Jason Swift
pioneered the use of the
HOLMES computer, and
the murder of Stephen Pell
was solved using a new
DNA cultivation technique.
The homfic homosexual
murder of 14-year-old
Jason Swift features on
BBC l's Crimewatch File,
in one of two 40-minute
programmes following
"Operation Stranger", the
joint
Essex
and
Metropolitan Police investigation into Jason's death
and that of six-year-old
Bamy Lewis.
The first of these programmes about "The Lost
Boys" goes out at 9.30pm
on Tuesday, October 4 and
the second, covering follow-up investigations into
cases of other missing
boys, at the same time a
week later.

Force prepares its longmterm policing plan
AS THE major structural
changes within Essex Police
move towards completion. the
force is mapping
its
development in a high level
business plan.

I

While the Home Office reviews
the "core functions" of policing,
Essex Police is determined to set
its own policing priorities with
clear goals and means of measuring their success.
Work towards the Essex Police

LongTerm Plan is taking place at
all levels, and each division and
department will be required to
produce its own plan next year,
showing how it will contribute
towards achieving the forcewide
plan.
The development work of the
past five years, incorporating the
Statement of Common Purpose,
Key Operational Goals and
Service Delivery Standards, will
all be central to the plan.

"It is a document against which
we c a p be accountable," said
Chief Superintendent Peter Nevitt,
who heads one of the three review
areas which have been set up to
help force policies be translated
into action at divisional level.
"The Long Term Plan will spell
out where the force is going over
the next few years, and what work
we have to do to get there. It will
allow us to identify our priorities,
contd. on page 9.

Jason Swift
Jason's body was found
in a copse at Shonksmill
Spinney, near Ongar in
November 1985. Five days
later Barry's body was
found near Waltham
Abbey. Essex and the Met.
Police officially linked the
two inquiries four months
later, and started the
process of bringing the evidence
together
on
HOLMES (Home Office
Large Major Inquiry
Svstem).
. .
The lengthy investigation
culminated in a threemonth trial at the Old
Bailey in 1989, and the
conviction of four men.
LWT's
Meanwhile,
"Crime Monthly", which
goes out at 10.30pm on
Friday, September 23,
reconstructs the Essex
Police investigation into
the murder of building
worker Stephen Pell, who
was killed for eating his
mate's Chinese takeaway.
contd on p5.
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Essex officers smash major credit card fraud
Day of
Judgement
WHEN
staff
at
Chelmsford Crown Court
set about revising the Fire
Orders a few sniggers
could be heard.
Poring over the current
regulations they came
across the following
clause.
"If there are Jurors out
considering a verdict, one
security officer will go to
the 2nd floor to help the
Jury Minder. While one
must bear in mind that
contaminated juries will
need to be replaced, it
must not be forgotten that
dead or injured juries will
also need replacing."
And if you think that
seems heartless the judges
are ordered to "take themselves to chambers" where
presumably they can roast
in splendid isolation.

False alarms
A SUSPICIOUS ticking
plastic lemon - with a timer
primed to go off in 20 minutes - caused a security alert
when i t was found in a
Clacton shop earlier this
month. Police discovered it
was a Jif lemon egg timer.
And police were also
called to Southend High
Street last week when a man
was seen smashing a door
down with a sledgehammer
in the middle of the day.
I t turned out to be the
owner, who had fitted a new
security door because of
previous burglaries - then
locked the key inside!

The areat takeawav
FLINTSTONES creator William Hanna was one of the innoc nt victims of a E100,OOO credit card fraud centred on four South Essex Chinese restaurant
the inquiry team continuing to serve
S o m e 30 stolen or counterfeit
By Jenny hinter
additional evidence on the defence,
cards were used in t h e swindle.
eventually all pleaded guilty to conP
which was uncovered following- a'
spiracy to defraud. Five of the defencomplex year-long inquiry by
Further investigations with the
dants were jailed, with sentences
restaurants' suppliers revealed they
Essex officers.
ranging from 18 months to nine
According to his Gold Card were ordering insufficient quantities
months, and the sixth was put on
account, Mr. Hanna, a founder of the of food to supply the amount of
probation.
Hanna-Barbera cartoon empire, had meals shown up on the credit card
The four investigating officers,
spent more than £400 at the restau- transactions.
plus DC. Terry Dobbyn from the
The investigation team resisted
rants in just one day - but when
Fraud Squad at HQ who produced
Essex officers contacted him in pressure to carry out immediate
schedules for court showing how
Hollywood he said he had not been arrests and concentrated first on
each card was used fraudulently, all
gathering sufficient evidence.
to Britain for 15 years.
received commendations from the
Further investigative work centred
Police believe that millionaire Mr.
judge and the Chief Constable.
Hanna's card was duplicated, possi- on the suspects' motives, and checks
Det. Sgt. Mullaly said, "It was the
bly by Triad gang members, after he into the lifestyle of one of the restau- biggest case of its kind we have had
rateurs revealed a gambling habit,
used it on holiday in the Far East.
in the area for years and I learned a
The suspected scam was initially which had increased to £500 a day lot from working on it. It wasn't realspotted by fraud investigators from during the period of the fraud. This ly a complicated fraud, but there was
the major credit card companies, led to another painstaking line of a lot of work involved in gathering
who identified a high number of inquiry - checking hundreds of betand presenting the evidence." He
stolen cards being used at four ting slips to disprove any claim that said several other forces with susrestaurants in the Rayleigh area - Mr. his money had come from a big win.
pected credit card frauds at restauAfter five weeks the team was
Lee's, Tang's, the 0Zental Inn and
rants had contacted him for advice
ready to swoop. In an operation
the Kuala Lumpur.
since the case.
After they notified Rayleigh Police codenamed Daisy, 40 police staged
in August 1992, an incident office simultaneous raids on the restaurants
was set up and the team of Det. Sgt. and the proprietors' home addresses.
Fifteen people were arrested and Tony Stamp, DC. Paul Mullaly (now
Det. Sgt.), Pc. Glen Maleary and Pc. more importantly - the officers
Karen Hearn set about collating the seized boxes of imprinted credit card
vouchers. Only one of the actual
evidence.
When the officers produced a credit cards was ever recovered.
It became clear the restaurateurs
schedule of dates and restaurants in
which the cards were being used, it had been spending evenings together
became clear that, on occasions, the running stolen and counterfeit cards
same card had been used in all four through their machines, ringing them
up on the till, and sending the vouchrestaurants on the same day.
Det. Sgt. Mullaly said, "We were ers to the credit card companies to
either looking at a very hungry card claim payment. They were eventualholder who was very keen on ly caught, said Det. Sgt. Mullaly,
Chinese food, or, as we believed, we because they got too greedy.
Six people were charged, and with
had a major fraud on our hands."

A SOUTH OCKENDON policewoman has been
nominated for a prestigious award after making
a huge impact on the community.
Sergeant Allison Campbell's efforts have been
acknowledged by being the Essex nominee for the UK
Community Police Officer Of The Year Award. The
winner will be announced next month.
Recently promoted Allison has spent the last two
and half years as a Neighbourhood Beat Officer in
Purfleet and has canied out an amazing turn-around in
people's attitudes towards the police and community.
Allison said it had not been an easy transformation,
"There was a lack of people who cared about the area.
Initially it was very much spit at the police lady and
her call her names and she will go away, but when I
didn't they realised I wanted to help them."
Her conquests include motivating the community to
set up a nursery group for local toddlers, organising
coach outings for pensioners and running self-defence
classes. Also opening shortly will be a drop-in centre
for youngsters offering help on drugs problems to
unemployment.

.

BEL0W:Allison Campbell works with
toddlers at the local nursery she helped set
UP.

Radio t:ripacross the waves
PIRATE radio enthusiast Billy McGowan
was given a n a f t e r n o o n t o r e m e m b e r
thanks to the generosity of Essex officers.
Billy (43), has been a fanatic since pirate
stations began, but as a cerebral palsy suffere r his wheelchair has put paid t o any
thoughts of visiting the renowned Radio
Caroline, moored off the Essex coast.
However, close friend Paul Brown didn't
give up quite so easily enlisting the help of
Sgt Julian Dawson at Kelvedon.
After weeks of planning with a special
gantry built by Bradwell Marina, Billy's
dream came true.
Five o f f i c e ~ s ,coastguard Richard
Townshend, tug boat owner Ricky Cardy
and the crew of the police launch all joined
forces to manouevre Billy across to
Caroline's base - the Ross Revenge.
And the 16ok on Billy's face as he
rounded off his trip with a spin in the
police launch, with a delicious spread laid
on by the Marina, left no need for words.
Speaking before the trip Billy, who is a
resident at Feering's Drummonds Centre,
said: "Looking at the ship from pictures I
was wishing it was possible but couldn't
see how."
Staff on board the ship were more than
pleased to welcome the visitor and even
surprised Billy with a home video of the
afternoon and a tape of his favourite
records and jingles.

Dealing with missing persons
OFFICERS should now be aware that the old
two form system of dealing with missing persons is now a thing of the past.
On September 1 a new system was introduced along with the latest Service Delivery
Standard.
The new form officers will complete clearly
defines a vulnerable person and gives a guide
as to what priority each case should be given.
And with each in enquiry monitored daily by
the duty inspector Essex Police can ensure all
those involved that everything that needs be
done IS being done.
The mental and physical distress suffered by
both the missing person and their friends and
family should never be minimised.
In the latest Service Delivery standard it is
recognised that the response to a missing person report should be matched to the degree of
vulnerability.
Obviously a young child or suicidal victim
should receive a higher level of response than
someone who persistently goes missing returning a few days later.
With the aims of the Service Delivery
Standard firmly in their minds, officers can
then use the new forms to launch a more effective enquiry.

Rennie Chivers, of the Project Co-ordination
Unit, said: "In the past there has been no real
definition of vulnerable, and officers have tended to have a knee-jerk reaction calling out the
helicopter etc for an enquiry which really doesn't warrant that response.
"The new guidelines have provided us with a
more comprehensive form making it easier for
the whole case to be managed in a cost effective way."
Joining these two documents shortly will be
a ~ u b l i cinformation leaflet.
SOA Lee Robson produced a leaflet specifically for the Brentwood area. This and leaflets
from other organisations have been adapted to
produce one forcewide.
It will cover four areas. As well as explaining
what the police do and what they regard as a
missing person, it let's the reader know what
help and assistance family and relatives can
give the police and where they can find other
help and support.
Said Sgt Chivers: "A lot of the time families
are keen to help and although the enquiry
should be managed by police, officers should
recognise that there are actions families and
friends can take."
1~
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She went like a bomb!
IN 1939, at the outbreak of World War Two, I was
stationed at West Mersea.
Early in 1940, when the
blitz began on this country, Mersea Island suffered
more than its fair share of
indiscriminate bombing
and machine gunning by
"hit a n d run" raiders.
Their target was obviously
the Garrisin at nearby
Colchester.
A b o u t 4 a m , e a r l y in
March 1940, I was on

From Pc. Roy Bates,
C o p p e r f i e l d ,
Billericay.
COULD I please through
the columns of The Lncv
say how overwhelmed I
have been with all the
messages, cards and visits
throughout the past
months from colleagues,
both police and civilian. It
has been most heartening.
I am pleased t o say I
have now had my heart
s u r g e r y at the L o n d o n
Chest Hospital and am at
home slowly recovering.

From Derrick Hughes,
Clacton-on-Sea.
I WOULD like to take this
opportunity to say a thank
you to members of Essex
Police, both police a n d
civilian, including a number who have now retired,
who were kind enough to
send me best wishes o n
my retirement from my
civilian post at Shrub End
(CSB), Colchester recently.
May I a l s o t h a n k a l l
who c a m e to my retirement get together and who
contributed, in one way or
another, t o the various
gifts which I received.
It was a very special day
for my wife and myself
and o n e that w e s h a l l
always remember.

Sid was a
Ss the end

IT IS a little while since
my Dad (Sgt. Sid Goose)
died and it is taking all I
have to come to terms
with him not being at the
end of the phone for a
quick chat, or indeed
being at home for my
monthly visits to him.
A neighbour h a s been
kind enough to re-direct
Dad's mail, which include d The L a w . T h o u g h it
brought great sadness, as
he was a policeman to the
e n d , I h a v e taken g r e a t
heart and tremendous
pride (and happiness) to
read the obit.
If only Dad could have
r e a d it, he w o u l d h a v e
e n j o y e d it, if you s e e
what I mean.
He had a wit second to
none. His discipline was
such that even his "collar
and tie" were ready f o r
wearing the next day - yet
he w a s even-handed and
w o u l d a l w a y s listen t o
people.
Dad was absolutely
g r e a t a n d I must say to

everyone who rememb e r e d h i m that the o b i t
was great and much appreciated.
The Force was his life
and his life belonged to
the Force ....the best in the

wo:ld, e v e n t h o u g h t h e
knocks a n d present d a y
behaviour would have us
believe differently.

Brenda
Parker,
Launceston, Cornwall.

Romford remembered
I WAS very interested in the article reflecting the
passing of ex PS. 116 Goose and the letter from ex
Pc. 271 Bill Embley (August Issue).
I was fortunate to be posted to Romford in April 1947,
and I remember all the persons he named very well.
In addition to these named there was PS. 113 Knocker
White, PS. Arnold (office), DSgt. Clark, DCon. Haywood,
DCon. Charlie Fuller, Pc. Kipper Herrington, Pc. Ron
Shayshutt, Pc. Bill Wildish. Pc. Stanley Maxted, Pc. Anderson
(resigned early), Pc. Roy Coleman (left to work for Romford
Council), Pc. Lofty Shepherd (my flat room mate), Pc. Geoff
Lobley, Pc. Johes (Supt's. chauffeur), Pc. John Barker, Pc.
Reginald Ryder Clark Ellis. There were also two WPCs, Miss
Emberton and Miss Hutchison, and a small smart lady cook
called Edna.
It is good to read articles from Dicky Dunn (late of Collier
Row) and from Bob Palmer of Great Yarmouth, and "The
Law" does a good job in keeping all Essex Police pensioners
well informed

Ex CMnsp. John Drage, Droitwich Spa, Worcs.

EX Pc. Snowling's trusty Austin Seven, photographed in 1938, two years before its lucky
escape during the Blitz.

I WAS a civilian clerk in Romford Police Station in
1946 (re Pc. Embley's letter in last month's issue) and
can perhaps add a few more names to his list of serving officers at that time.
These are Sgt Arnold, Insp Clarke, WPs. Mary Danby,
Sgt White, Pc Edwards (photography), "Chic" Chandler
(our good friend to this day), Roy Bloodworth, "Dicky"
Bird and Pc 270 Roy Coleman, who I eventually married.
Add Vera and Margery (CID) and that just about completes our little crowd at that time.
Incidentally Bob Palmer (last month's article also),
Chic Chandler and Roy all did their training together and
I wonder if Bob remembers returning after a weekend
leave and throwing Chic's brand new hat out of the train
window. Chic's never forgotten it - he was wearing it for
the first time and never saw it again. Happy memories.

Hazel Coleman,
New England Close. Bicknacre.

wooden lock-up garage
in Seaview Avenue, on'
of which I rented to keel
my trusty Austin S e v e ~
saloon in.
I then went towards m:
garage and saw water run
ning out from under thc
d o o r , a n d I f e a r e d thc
worst as there was a largc
clean cut hole in the doo
about three feet from thc
ground.
When 1 opened the doo
a n d went i n s i d e I had ;
bigger shock as the pieci
of shrapnel pictured hac
gone through the radiator
s m a s h e d t h e t o p o f the
engine, through the base
of the instrument panel.
through the back o f the
front seat and come to rest
on the back seat, and when
I p i c k e d it u p i t w a s
almost red hot.
Had it penetrated o n e
inch higher, it would have
gone through the petrol
tank, which in those days
was under the bonnet.
After visiting many car
breakers, I restored the car
almost to its former condition.
I bought the car in 1937
f o r £22, f r o m a North
London dealer, and sold it
t o a n o t h e r d e a l e r at
Rainham, Essex, in 1946
for £ 125.

Ex Pc. Edgar Snowling,
Seventh
Avenue,
Chelmsford.

Ken would
have been
proud
I SHOULD like to thank
all of Ken's friends and
colleagues in the Force,
you all made a dreadful

bearable.
ON BEHALF of his cousin and myself, I would like to
thank the Chief Constable and members of the Essex
force for the lovely floral tribute sent for the funeral
of my brother-in-law, former Detective Chief
Inspector Stanley Edwards.

From Ron Wheeler,
Symons
Avenue,
Eastwood.
I WOULD like to extend
my t h a n k s t o a l l my
f r i e n d s ar.; c ~ l l e a g u e s
who attended my retirement
evening
on
September 9, and to thank
them for the gifts presented to me.
I hope you all have
good fortune and wish you
the very best in the future.

night duty with Sergeant
Wood in Mill Road, West
Mersea.
An air raid warning was
in progress and we could
hear the drone of a
German plane circling
overhead.
S u d d e n l y there w a s a
loud whistling noise and a
"stick" of about ten bombs
of medium size straddled

the island in the direction
of the beach.
Sergeant Wood then
told me to get on my bike
and find out where they
had dropped. I rode
towards the beach and
found five bomb craters
all in line about 100 yards
apart. They had fallen o n
open waste land near the
beach.
On searching further I
found another crater about
150 yards from a row of

ESSEX POLICE DOG SECTION 1958. From left, Pc. 305 Beirne with
Gavin and Gina, Pc. 345 Lawrence and Luger, DC. 218 Cousins and
Remoh, Dflnsp. Stan Edwards, DISgt. 50 Hare and Senta, Pc. 402 Bailey
and Kando, DC. 553 Bowmaker and Gypsy.

He died on July 31, one day before his 79th birthday. I would
also like to thank the officers representing the Dog Section and
former colleagues who attended the service. I am sorry I was not
able to speak to anyone personally.
Stan was not given to self praise, but I believe he did feel quietly proud of having been instrumental in starting both the fingerprinting and dog sections of the Essex force.
I well remember being taken to see the first two dogs, Senta
and Remoh, soon after their arrival.
In April this year Inspector Rod Barrett arranged for him to
visit the dog section, a day he thoroughly enjoyed. I know he
also felt it an honour that the Edwards Tlophy is presented each
year.
Looking through the many photographs and cuttings Stan
kept, I thought this photo of the dog section in 1958 might be of
Interest.
Finally thanks also to Mr. Bob Coxon for the help he has
given myself and Stan's friend Dave at this time.

Joyce Turner, Manor Close,
Kingsbury, London NW9.

Ken would have been
rightly proud of the turn
out, he enjoyed almost
every moment of his career.
It seems so unfair that he
did not get the chance to
enjoy his retirement, we had
great plans.
I should like to thank in
particular Inspector Lee
King, Kay for the cup of
tea, and D a v e Frampton
who sat with me in those
first few hours and Dave
Ashworth, Ken's special
friend, Dave Bright also has
been very kind and helpful.
I regret that I did not
know many of Ken's work
mates, I knew lots of names
but not their faces.
My s i n c e r e thanks to
every body.

Christine Smith,
Park Road, Thundersley.

E E T the A-team.
Puppies Arrow,
A c e r , Alfie a n d

Ann and Abraham, with handlers Sgt Andy Howard and
Pc. Harry Knight, also under-
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'A' team takes the lead

1l

D e r e k Pringle, who
admitted the manslaughter of Stephen Pell.
Contd from page I .
Pell's naked and mutilated body was found
beside a bridle path near
the A130 Canvey Way,
Benfleet, in December
1991.
In the reconstruction,
Detective Superintendent
Ivan Dibley, who headed
the investigation, is played
by actor Derek Martin who can be seen in The Bill
earlier the same evening
playing a bank robber.
The inquiry is featured as
the
programme's
"Casebook of a Solved
Crime", and filming took
place at the rented
maisonette in Hornchurch
where the murder happened.
The investigation was
hampered by the problem of
identifying Pell's body.
Despite his distinctive tattoos - the names Hazel and
Steve on one arm, a woman's legs on the other, and
the words "Mild" and
"Bitter" above his nipples he had not been identified
after ten days.
It was then Mr. Dibley
took the unprecedented step
of issuing a death mask
photo to the media. Only
The Sport published it, but
it was enough - i t was seen
by Pell's girlfriend in his
home town of Nottingharn.
By then the Hornchurch
flat had been redecorated.
Although minute traces of
blood were recovered, they
were insufficient to get
DNA samples. However,
the Home Office lab at
Aldermaston stepped in
with a new technique
known as PCR.
Using this pioneering
technique, they cultivated
some of the blood in a culture and were able to obtain
more DNA to get a profile.
With the weight of evidence mounting up, four
days into the trial Derek
Pringle changed his plea of
not guilty to murder, admitted manslaughter and was
sectioned indefinitely to
Rampton. Brothers Melvyn
and David Neville were
jailed for conspiracy to pervert the course of justice.

Guilty plea could reduce police paperwork

New style means
less file

ONE of the few elements of Sheehy which
received a unanimous thumbs-up was the need to
reduce the amount of paperwork officers face.
As a result, an abbreviated file scheme is
being piloted by six forces, including
Essex, based around the category of
offence and the defendant's likely plea.
T h e object is to reduce the content of certain evidence files to a bare minimum. At the moment an officer submitting an evidence file has to include statements from key
witnesses.

Indicated

Former "El Dorado"
s t a r Derek Martin, who
plays DSupt Ivan Dibley
in the "Crime Monthly"
reconstruction.

With the abbreviated file scheme witness
statements will not have to be taken provided
the defendant has indicated that he or she will
plead guilty.
The scheme will not apply to all crimes and
certainly none which are serious enough to
reach crown court.

It does, however, apply to common assault,
assault on police, actual bodily harm and to
other charges which are likely to proceed as
guilty pleas in a magistrates' court.
There is, of course, a chance that a case will
reach court with an abbreviated file only to find
a defendant changes his or her mind and then
witness statements will have to be taken causing a considerable time delay.
Special training sessions have been arranged
on division for all supervisors and key personnel with as many other officers attending as
duties allow. All officers will be provided with
an information and learning guide.
The most important points to remember are:
1. An abbreviated file does not mean an

abbreviated enquiry.
2. A full and accurate summary of evidence
is the key to the scheme's success.
3. The changes will save the officer time.
Inspector Ken Goldsmith, who is co-ordinating the pilot within Essex, said: "Obviously the
officer has to use his or her judgement as to
whether a particular case is appropriate for an
-.
abbreviated file.
"The importance of the potential implications
of the scheme on a national basis is the reason
it is being run as a five month pilot. This is
long enough to consult all agencies within the
criminal justice system, and to see whether it
does help the officers to save time.
"In theory it will speed up the submission
and processing of evidence files, and officers
will have more time to be involved in operational matters.
"The potential gains are enormous."

A BRAVE attempt to rescue a man from his burning flat left two officers
injured this month.
Sgt Graham Freeman
and Pc Paul Butcher were
on a night shift In South
Ockendon when they were
called to a fire In
Broxburn Drive.
When they could get no
reply from the first floor
flat they forced open the
front door.
With visibility at less
than two feet in all directions, Pc Butcher crawled
on all fours to find the seat
of the fire in the kitchen.
The pair then took it in
turns to search the flat on
their hands an knees.
Eventually the fire
brigade arrived and discovered the owner semiconscious in the lounge.
Graham and Paul were
taken to Basildon Hospital
where they were placed in
an oxygen tent for an hour
before being discharged.
The owner was treated
for smoke inhalation by
ambulance crews at the
scene.
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Faced with n

I

N TODAY'S more violent society the
around the clock to respond to inci
disorder. But the lives of the 700 Essc
deal with these potential situations are in
a team of 20 police medics.
Dealing with everything from
blisters to burns the volunteers are
called to likely trouble spots such
as hunts,

football

matches,

demonstrations and public order

afternoon sunshine with the Thurrock Carnival Court, from
left, Louise Brosnan (16), Vicky Handscornbe (18), Jackie

training days.
In 1986 the ACPO Training
Committee published a report
recommending the setting up of
police medic officers. Today Essex
Police has one of the best established
groups of medics in the UK, ready to
respond to incidents anywhere in the
county.
Stansted Airport Inspector, Steve
Smith, who heads the group, said,
"They are placed behind the front
line but don't become totally
involved with the incident. The
medics are there to protect the police
officers first and foremost."

Qualified
event was virtually washed out.
The Fayre, in its 14th year, has become one of the biggest
fun events in south Essex, and planning is underway to
expand into a two or three day festival next year.
Chief Constable John Burrow was among the thousands
w h o enjoyed t h e action-packed afternoon at t h e Bata
Recreation Ground.
A mock major incident involving joy riders crashing and

CAUGHT RED-HANDED: Pc Michael Forsdick is
Park as they join in a burglar hunt in aid of the Little
Haven Children's Hospice.

MORE than 500 children from Leigh

Other attractions included a novelty clown act, dog display
team, and majorettes, plus static displays of police, fire,
ambulance and military vehicles.
Organiser Pc. Ian Heffron said this year's Fayre had raised
emergency services and other local charities. A donation had
a l r e a d y been paid o u t t o an
elderly Chadwell St. Mary
woman who lost all her money

insouthend.

Pc. Heffron was enthusiastic

Park.

Forsdick was at hand to help them with
their enquiries.
The strange goings on were all down to a

sponsorship forms and last Sunday many
came along dressed for the occasion to hunt
out the villains.

the Little Haven Children's Hospice appeal

hospice appeal.

He appealed for any volunteers
prepared to help organise next

Medics range from Pcs to
Inspectors, they are all fit to level
two public order training standards
and are qualified first aiders who
hold current certificates, some
medics belong to organisations such
as St. John ~mbulance.The majority
have received further training by
Essex Ambulance Service on how to
use oxygen therapy equipment and a
difribulator, which can electronically
aid the re-start of the heart.
This and other equipment is carried
by medics and is ready to be put into
use at the scene in the vital minutes
before help arrives. Steve Smith
said, "The quicker that we can treat
people dictates the speed of their
recovery and determines how long
before they can return to work."

Realistic
Steve Smith added that any officer
considering the policing of a event
should consider having the services
of a police medic at hand. "We can
normally find someone to attend and
theie shouldn't be any cost
implication for the division." he
added.
Public order training days can see
medics at their busiest, realistic
scenarios lead to realistic injuries.
Most are of a minor nature such as

cuts and 1officers
inhalation.
have a t t e ~
worst bein
was trodd~
Neil Hopk
had a brok
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administer1
medics.
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Currentlq
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nss public disorder you can rely on the Medics

nd the front line
ce are on standby
:S of mass public
olice officers who
hands, thanks to

ngnes, to help other
C injured or I
, he

Feature by

Bitten

n bug

nk,, 2 1, from Harlow
edic for one vcar.
ce as a cadet she was
member of the Essex
I Team and now puts
)od use. Maria said.
d

.

is great fun but it can
bsolutely exhausting,
:xtremely fit. Medics
y a lot of heavy
d wear a specially
at which has seven
, and holds a large
cal supplies.

1 my responsibility
adrenalin of the
:S me on, it doesn't
id that I could be
is such a tremendous
everyone looks after

:cently she was the
: a fox hunt where
taunting and spitting
;he said, "One of the
hurt in a scuffle and
id so I assisted, it
hey ended up asking
he police, but it's all

running out of water
and fuel, the desert
houses some deadly
creepy crawlies and
consultant Bill Nelson,
who has planned the
route said the walk
descr-ibes
it
as
"potentially
lifethreateningv.
Among the desert
wildlife are poisonous
tarantulas, scorpians
and horned vipers
lethal snakes which
Daily reports
hide and bit their
As well as carrying victims through the
food, water a n d fuel sand.
supplies, the vehicle
I n addition Dennis
will have on board the
will travel through an
high tech satellite
area known a s the
'omniphone' developed
"empty quarter" which
bs..Marconi Marine of
--still
remains
Chelmsford.
unchartered.
Dennis will use this to
Anyone wishing to
file daily reports from
the desert back to donate cash to the
Sahara Challenge 95
Essex via BT.
But meeting news can pay it into a special
deadlines is the least of account a t any Essex
Dennis' worries. Aside branch of Lloyds Bank
from the obvious Or hand it in
any of
hazards, such as the six Essex Hospices.
with Timbuctoo as the
estimated destination,
a t least eight weeks
later.
Throughout the trip,
all of which is being
carried out in his own
time, Dennis will be
supported by Les Cox
from Basildon's St
Luke's Hospice, who
will provide backup in
a specially equipped
Land rover.

Dennis can afford to be bold with this tarantula - it isn't poisonous. The desert will dish out some
deadlier delights. Picture courtesy of the Essex Chronicle.
FRESH back from the
Arctic Chief Inspector
Dennis Rensch has
been bitten by the
expedition bug yet
again.
Not content with
raising £75,000 for the

NSPCC by treking the
frozen lands, he's now
decided to brave the
intense heat and deadly
wildlife of the Sahara
in a bid to collect cash
for
the county's
hospices.

His latest exploits
begin on January 2 and
will take him, on foot,
across more than a
thousand miles of
desert.
Describing it as his
"ultimate challenge"

Dennis
explained:
"When you've been to
the North Pole it's
logical that you go to
the other extreme
climate."
The expedition will
start a t Bir MO Grein

-

1

4
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Part4ime
policing is
no holidav

FOURTEEN Albanian police officers, some of whom
had been jailed under the old communist regime, visited Essex last month to learn more about policing a
democracy.

BASILDON detective
Joe Hadley has become
the first Essex officer to
work part-time in order
t o become a full-time
student.
Det. Sgt. Hadley starts
his three-year BA sociology degree course at
Goldsmiths
College,
University of London, this
week -but he will be back
on the beat in Basildon
during the holidays.
The Essex Police parttime working scheme was
introduced in April, providing a lifeline to women officers who wanted to combine their job with family
life. Joe Hadley is the first
man to go part-time, and the
first officer to use it as an
opportunity for academic
study.
Eleven women officers
are now working part-time.
The scheme is subject to
a minimum of 16 hours
police work per week, but
this can be averaged out
over the year. Joe will live
in London and be a fulltime student durinp termtime, then work full-time as
a uniformed officer on shift
during university vacations.

And Essex Police certainly had an international
flavour as the force also
hosted senior officers
from Nigeria, Botswana,
Bangladesh and Brunei.
The Albanians' visit
was arranged under the
Council of Europe "Task
Force Albania" programme. It followed the
visit to Albania by Essex
Deputy Chief Constable
Peter Simpson and CID

boss Det. Chf. Supt. Ralph
Barrington in November
1992.
During their two week
stay, the Albaoian visitors
went on patrol with Essex
officers to gain an insight
into the way the British
police interact with the
public.
First Captain Iris
Grepsa, the group's interpreter, said, "What is
important to us is the sup-

port the English police
have from the community. Our visit will have
been a success if we can
reach a point of more
credibility and more trust
in the police."
The Albanians also
studied the policing of
major events, attending a
Southend United football
match and the Chelmsford
Spectacular.
For former international
footballer Nikolin Thana,
the highlight of the visit
came at Roots Hall when
he was photographed with

Studying
"It won't be easy, and I
will have to work really
hard during term-tin~e,"he
said. "But i t is something I
wanted to do. I have been
studying social sciences on
my Open University course,
now in its second year, but
i t didn't allow sufficient
time to study sociology
-. in
as much depth as I wanted
to."
Joe. 30. whose brothers
Graham and Chris are also
Detective Sergeants with
Essex Police, believes his
degree course will help him
when he resumes his fulltime police career.

1

MEMBERS of the Overseas Command Course visit the Essex Police museum.
From left, Qasem Howlader (Bangladesh), museum curator Fred Feather, Chf.
Supt. David Series, Abdul Adoye (Nigeria), Hasnan bin Haris (Brunei), Kabelo
Leatlhama (Botswana).

Force's 6th annual charity band concert earlier this
month, and organisers hope the evening will have raised
a staggering £10,000 for the Southend-based Little
Haven Children's Hospice Appeal. The event also raised
£950 for the Roy Castle "Cause for Hope" cancer appeal.
By popular demand, the concert saw a return visit of the
Band of HM Royal Marines School of Music, who took to
the stage with the Essex Police Band. The Marines band has
already promised to return for next year's event.

Overseas
Command Course
Four members of the
75th Overseas Command
Course at the Police Staff
College, Bramshill, also
visited Essex last month,
accompanied by course
deputy director Chief
Superintendent
Dave
Series, an Essex officer on
secondment.
It was Chf. Supt. Series'
final course before he
retires at the end of this
month. The week-long
visit started with an informal get-together at Mr.
Series'
Brightlingsea
home.
The four guests met
operational officers at
Colchester and Stanway
traffic and visited several
specialist departments,
allowing them to see how
the theory on their course
is put into practice in a
British force.

The officers also visited Chelmsford prison,
Lakeside shopping centre, and the Ford research
centre at Dunton, and one
of the typically British
highlights was eating fish
and chips out of newspaper at Clacton!
The visitors were
Nigerian Police Deputy
Commissioner Abdul
A d o y e , D e p u t y
Superintendent Hasnan
Bin Haris of the Royal
Brunei
Police,
Superintendent Qasem
Hcwlader,
of
the
Bangladesh Police, and
Senior Superintendent
Kabelo Leatlhama of the
Botswana Police.
The following extract
comes from the officers'
letter of thanks:
"We were overwhelmed
by the kind hospitality and
goodwill
which we
encountered at every level
of the Constabulary.
"It would be inappropriate to attempt to mention
all by name who contributed so much to make
our visit so beneficial, both
professionally and culturally, lest we might make an
unintentional omission...
"We had a memorable
week in Essex which we
shall never forget, and
appreciate the time and
effort by all concerned
which ensured our total
eniovment of the visit."
2

2
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WE HAD our readers all
at sea last month with
our Sea Life "Shark
expert" competition.
Only two entrants managed to answer all four of
our tricky posers about
sharks correctly. Most of
you were foxed by whether
or not sharks are smooth
skinned.
To find out more about
these fascinating creatures,
why not take a trip round
the centre at Southend?
For our lucky winners,
that's the prize in store - a
family ticket to the Sea Life
Centre, where you can
watch sharks swimming
overhead from the dramatic
underwater tunnel.
The two correct entries
came from Kate Sale (HQ
IT
department) and
Sergeant Bray (Epping).
As we had six tickets,
four more winners have
been selected from those
with the most correct
answers. They are Janine
Gibbs (Prosecution Unit,
Southend), DC. Dave
Waiters
(Harlow),
Katherine
Collen
(Bicknacre), and a joint
entry from Clare James and
Emma
Mills
(West
Bergholt). Congratulations
to all the winners who will
receive their tickets shortly.
Shark check list correct
answers: 1. Warm blooded? - No. 2. Eat Humans?
- Yes. 3. Smooth skin? No. 4. Mammal? - No.

Watch out for pro
HOME Office Minister,
David Maclean showed
his
support
for
Neighbourhood Watch
when he visited Essex
last week.
Mr Maclean was in the
county to attend a special

Superwoman makes Brentwood's day
WHEN officers a t
Brentwood were asked
to join in the town's
annual festivities, they
jumped at the chance. As
well as entering a float
into the carnival they
opened up the station to
the public for the day.
Turning the cells into a
torture chamber, a
troupe of children from
Theatretrain helped
police re-enact mediaeval times.
A bouncy castle, face
painting, magician, dogs,
horses and stands offering crime prevention
advice were just some of
the attractions on offer.
With several hundred

Middlesborough manager
and former England international Bryan Robson
before the match.
Also among the group
was the head of the
Ministry of Public Order,
Mitaht Havari, who had
been jailed for 16 years for
anti-state activities by the
old regime. Fortunately,
the communists were overthrown four months later
and he was freed.

cornnetition
winners

visitors throughout the
day, Inspector Simon
Coxall, said: "It was
exceptionally popular
and we were really
pleased to see lots of
young families having
such a good time."
The event was made
possible mainly due to
the hard work of Crime
Prevention Co-ordinator
Barbara
Waltham,
based at the Brentwood
station.
Insp Coxall said:
"Barbara
was
Superwoman for the carnival float and acted like
Superwoman the whole
time

"We are all very grateful for her time and
effort. We've held open
days before but this
year's was by far the
most successful."

conference held at the
Essex Showground in
Great Leighs. More than
200 Neighbourhood Watch
co-ordinators and police
from around the county
joined together to discuss
the way forward for the
scheme.
In an opening speech
Mr. Maclean commented
on how essential he felt the
Neighbourhood Watch
scheme is in helping to
combat crime.

Encouraged
He added that more people should be encouraged
to join the scheme and in
the ideal world everyone
should join up. He also
spoke of the importance of

good liaison between the
police and Watch members. He said, "We need to
improve the flow of information both ways for
Neighbourhood Watch to
work successfully."
The event was one of 40
national conferences be~ng
sponsored by the insurance
company
'General
Accident'. Guests were
shown a video explaining
how advances In technology were helping in the
fight against crime including one system known as
'RingMaster'.
This system is subsidised by
General
Accident and is effectively
a computer network supplied to co-ordinators

which is linked to police
stations and instantly alerts
Watch members of burglaries etc. in the area.

Question
Delegates were also
given the ouuortunitv
to
..
question the Minister, the
police and local authority
representatives on current
issues relating to the
scheme.
Chief Inspector Duncan
Bright from Headquarters
Crime Prevention said he
was delighted with the
turnout and declared the
evening a huge success.
"It was wonderful to bring
so many members of the
scheme together under one
roof', he added.

MID-ESSEX MARRIAGE GUIDANCE

RELATE WALK-IN SERVICE
(NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED)
Crisis counselling for urgent adult relationship difficulties

WITHAM HEALTH CENTRE,Mayland Road, Witham.
Wednesday Evenings 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Relate is a charity. We do ask for a contribution towards the cost of counselling

J
Nurse
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and resources on those priorities, and to evaluate bur
performance against those
priorities."
Mr. Nevitt pointed to
changed working practices
at Basildon, where a crime
management unit and crime
desk have recently been
introduced to focus more
sharply on tackling crime. In
Thurrock, priority has been
given to targeting criminals,
leading to a series of
planned operations and an
increase in detections.
"We are already changing
our focus and concentrating
on priorities," Mr. Nevitt
said, "and the Long Term
Plan could be a powerful
document for helping to
change attitudes and behaviour."
The force will be looking
to agree strategies for
finance, personnel, communication and information
technology, and to ensure
the strategies are integrated
to support key service areas
such as tackling crime, public order and traffic.
A conference of force

Colchester, in the autumn to
agree these strategies and
the overall Long Term Plan.
Mr. Nevitt said, "It is
about providing the best service we can within the
financial allocation provided. It will result in tough
questions being asked about
areas of policing we currently get involved in and the
way we are organised.
These things all need to be
reviewed to ensure their
continued relevance."
"We're saying we will get
the balance right between
the importance of the function and the amount of effort
put into it."
Under the Government's
Police Bill, all forces will be
required to produce an
annual plan, starting from
April 1995. However, Essex
Police has long since recognised the need for a longer
term plan. From this the
annual costed policing plan
will be drawn, and this will
provide the framework for
DivisionallDepartmental
plans, and the plans of each
team and individual.
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awarded for

WHEN caring nurse Amanda Lewis came
across a serious road accident in Mountnessing
she more than lived up to the definition of a
Good Samaritan.
And it was her swift
action in extremely
unpleasant circumstances
that led to her being
awarded the Giancarlo
Tofi Award by Chief
Constable John Burrow
last month.
It
was
back
in
December 1992 that
Superintendent Bob Good
witnessed the collision in
Roman Road, which left a
20-year-old man trapped
in the passenger seat of a
BMW seriously injured.
As Supt Good opened
the
nearside
door,
Amanda, on her way
home from a full night
shift
at
Oldchurch
Hospital, joined him.
Without any resuscitation aid, or protection, she
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got into the car and gave
mouth to mouth while Mr
Good gave heart massage.
This was additionally
unpleasant for the young
nurse as blood and vomit
was pumped from the
casualty's mouth. After a
short time they managed to
move the victim to a grass
verge where Amanda continued
resuscitation
attempts.
Unfortunately her efforts
were unsuccessful and the
casualty later died, but
Amanda's actions were in
accord with the highest
traditions of the Nursing
Service.
Each year the Samaritan
Committee of Petrignane
di Assisi, in Italy, awards
the Giancarlo Tofi Trophy
to individuals from the
European Community who
have shown highly courageous actions at the scene
of a road accident.
During the same ceremony four other awards
were made by the Evening
Gazette, Clacton Gazette,
Maldon and Burnham
Standard and Essex
County Standard.
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Courage
A meeting
with Her
Majesty

Taxi driver David
Perfect was awarded for
his assistance to a police
officer who was being
assaulted.
Leonard Syrett from
Thorpe-le-Soken was
awcrded for his help in
stopping a violent prisoner
escaping.
Lisa Jarman was award-

ed for her bravery in following a woman, despite
verbal abuse, who had
attempted to use a stolen
credit card.
James Hill was awarded
for following a thief and
then assisting in the arrest
as the prisoner assaulted a
police officer.

FORMER Essex constable
Peter Wright was introduced to the Queen when
he and his wife attended a
Buckingham
Palace
Garden Party recently.
Ex-Pc. 924 Wright, who
lives near Colchester, was
invited to the party held to
mark the 40th anniversary
of the commissioning of
the Royal Yacht Brittania.
Mr. Wright had served
on the previous Royal
Yacht, the Victoria and
Albert, back in 1939.
Some 3,000 ex-yachtsmen, plus members of the
present crew, attended the
Garden Party.
Mr. Wright said, "My
wife and I were thrilled to
be among the few chosen
by an Equerry to be introduced to the Queen.
"I asked whether she
remembered playing treasure hunt on the V & A
with us six boy seamen
and her sister the Princess
Margaret," he said.

m

The winning way
to keep in touch
GO0"

communications are crucial
today, with telephone and fax at the
top of the list of essential items. To
help you to stay in touch The Law has
joined forces with BT in an exclusive, easy
to enter competition.
DEPRIVED youngsters were given
their first taste of life outside war-torn
Romania last month when they paid a
two week visit to Essex.
And trips to local police units were
top of the itinery of educational outings
for the 20 boys and girls who travelled
to England from Odobesti and Panchiu,
in north east Romania.
Their delighted faces as they took a
spin around the headquarters skid pan

Moreton Romanians Fund, founded in
1991 by local rugby referee Peter
Wakefield. Since then it has financed
annual visits by groups of up to 50
children.
While the charity funds the transportation and outings, volunteer families play host to the youngsters and
cover any other expenses.
Arm Neville, who helps run the
g,up, said: ' d ~ htrips
e give the youngeducational aspect which we think is
very important. Other visits this time
include a children's nurserx, the fire
brigade and Thorndon Country Park
because conservation is non-existence

THE Comrades Association Autumn
Luncheon takes place on Friday,
October 28, at Police Headquarters,
starting at lpm. The bar will be open
from noon.
Please make every effort to attend as
this will be the 70th anniversary of the
Comrades Luncheon. Don't forget membership of the Association is available to
serving officers with more than 10 years
service as well as retired officers.
For membership or booking forms,
contact Dave Jones on HQ. extension
2799.

During their day with Essex Police
the group also visited the Ail Support
Unit and Sandon Dog Section escorted
by Harlow Schools Liaison Officers
Pat Hans01-1and Bob Higgs.
Fourteen-year-old Vasi!ica Anghel
said of the trip. ''England is a very nice
country, very civilised and very
green."
If anyone is interested in helping the
charity in any way whether it be
fundraising or playing host visitors
they should contact them on 0277
364800.

O u r prize is the DF200, a complete communications centre for every desktop. Worth over £400 it
incorporates a telephone, sophisticated fax machine
a n d o n e o f t h e latest no-tape digital answering
machines.
You can even use it to make copies of documents. All
these features are combined in a single, compact unit
slightly larger that an A4 page, taking up a minimum of
space.
You can plug the DF200 in anywhere receiving both
phone calls and faxes on a single line.

Urgent messages
Not only is the DF200 easy to install, but it is also easy
to use with any automated features and facilities such as
one-touch dialling and autolreceive for outstanding efficiency.
If the office fax machine is busy, you can send and
receive your own urgent messages without delay or is
you are involved with work of a confidential nature you
can deal with both calls and faxes from your own desk.
The DF200 is also a boon to anyone who may want to
spend time at home but needs to keep in contact with colleagues. Even for domestic use it's the most simple and
cost-effective way to meet all communication needs.
Fax a page anywhere in Britain for less that the cost of
a first class stamp with the message reaching its destination in seconds.
To win your own DF200 all you need to do is answer
three simple questions and send your completed coupon
back to The Law editors by Friday, October 7.
If you're not our lucky winner but are still interested in
the DF200 you can gain expert advice from BT shops in
Colchester, Basildon, Harlow, Ilford, Southend and
a
Thurrock or call free on 152.

! BT DF200 COMPETITION
1 l.What two items are essential for today's I

I
1 2.

communications?
.....................................................................

Typically, how much does it cost to send a

3. How many shops does BT have in Essex?
.....................................................................

Name...........................................................
Address............................................................
........................................................

I
I
I
I

.............. Postcode.........................

1

Tel No..........................................................
your completed entry to BT Competition,
The Law, Essex Police Press Office, PO Box 2,
Headquarters. Springfield, Chelmsford, CM2
6DA.

I

A full l~stof rules and regulations are available on request

DD-------

I
I
I
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Golf
Algarve trip
f r oTHREE-strong
A
m t h e F o r c e team
Golf
Society t r a v e l s t o t h e
Algarve in Portugal next
month t o contest a n
important final.
The Essex Police team
won its regional final in
Bedford to qualify for the
national final of the
Gardner-Merchant business team golf classic.
Despite an indifferent
season, this will be the
second time the society
-has sent representatives
into Europe this year, the
first being for the
European Police championship in Holland.
The top trio of Roger
Culham (Shoebury), Peter
Donoven (Leigh) and
Anslow
Graham
(Westcliff) scored a combined total of 1 10
Stableford points to win
the regional final by two
points from their nearest
rivals.
Newly retired Chief
Supt. Keith Southgate had
starred in earlier rounds,
but had to drop from the
team when he ceased to be
an Essex Police employee.
He hopes to accompany
the team to the Algarve.

Food for
thought for
2nd placed
CID team
OFFICERS
from
Southend CID had their
hearts set on winning a
mountain bike each
when they entered a Proa m golf t o u r n a m e n t in
Rochford last month.
But their wives were
more than happy at them
landing runners-up as each
was presented with a food
processor.
DC1 Steve Reynolds, D1
Paul Kreyling and Sgt Ian
Clark joined forces with
professional
Martin
Foreman of Belfairs Park
to compete against 38
teams at the Rochford
Hundred Club with the
best two scores in each
hole counting towards the
score.
The fearsome four finished 16 under par landing
second place.
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Brave Essex boxer fights to the bell despite taking standing count

Danny chases Gold in
Colora
Stoten and ending the
round by catching him
with a hard right hook.
e d f o r t h e British Police i n t h e Police W o r l d
With the bell following
Boxing C h a m p i o n s h i p s h e l d in D e n v e r ,
closely, Danny survived.
Colorado.
The third round saw a
Facing
seasoned
toe to toe encounter with
American campaigner
Stoten boxing bravely
Tom Twomey in the
against his very profes1651bs Middleweight final, ~ i ~ ABC.,
~ hsuccessl ~ sional
~
opponent.
S t o t e n f o u g h t h a r d t o t h e fully came through the
bell to lose out on a points preliminary bouts to meet
Nose bleed
decision.
Twomey, who hails from
Stoten suffered a nose
Boston - home of fighting
Convincing
legend Marvin Hagler - in bleed and took a standing
count but continued to the
Overall the British team the final.
two me^ was a polished bell to lose a points decifought its way to a conperformer
who boxed neat- sion to Twomey, and take
vincing victory, winning a
total of seven gold, four ly. The bout opened with a well-deserved silver
silver and two bronze crisphardjabsbeingdeliv- medal.
He received a standing
medals.
ered by both boxers.
The second round saw ovation from the capacity
Stoten, who boxes out of
the American chasing crowd for a fine contest.

SOUTH Ockendon-based D a n n y Stoten contested the outstanding final of the d a y as he compet-

Force Lottery

P R O V I S I O N A L fixt u r e s f o r t h e 1994/5
SEPAA Cross C o u n t r y
l e a g u e s e a s o n a r e as
follows:Thursday October 6 Southampton.
Thursday November 10
- Hosted by City of
London. Venue to b e
announced.
Thursday December 15
- Maidstone.
Thursday January 19,
1995 - Thames Valley.
Thursday February 16,
1995. - Horsham, Sussex.
Thursday March 9 ,
1995. Guildford, Surrey.
(S.E.P.A.A. Champs.).
Please note these dates
are provisional only. You
will note the races have
been
moved
from
Wednesdays to Thursdays.
This is to avoid competing
with other sections for
time off from duty and
will hopefully boost attendances.
Roy Kebbell,
Running Secretary.

Biking blues in Brighton
THE BASILDON Blues police team raised more than
£800 by cycling in t h e recent London t o Brighton
charity race.
The ten-strong team of DC. Keable, Ds. Haines, DC.
Oakley, DC. Kerr, DC. Wiseman, Pc. Whitlock, Pc.
Pike, Pc. Hewes, Pc. Glister and Pc. Beinder is donating £500 to the British H e a r t Foundation, a n d t h e
remaining £309 to Basildon Help the Aged.

'

THE result of this month's
lottery is as follows:
£ 1,500 Ian Deal, Press
Office, Headquarters;
£1,000 DCons Beryl
Fennell, Rayleigh C.S.B.;
£500
Jennifer
Lamoureaux, Grays; £300
Supt Michael Hicks,
Headquarters; £200
Sgt. Richard Soward,
Southend; £100 Ch. Insp
Stephen
Golding,
Basildon.
The following will
receive £50 consolation
pizes:
Cons Philip Marriage Southend; Cons Andrew
Neil - Brentwood Traffic;
DCons Paul Ritson Witham; Christopher
Wilcock - Information
Room Headquarter;, Sgt
Anthony
Tilman
Colchester; Kenneth Linge
- P h o t o g r a p h i c
Headquarters.
Ch Insp Brian Mead Basildon; Lynda Hart Admin Headquarters; Insp
John
Stonehouse
Halstead; Sgt - Alan
Rushbridge - Walton and
Sgt Andrew Loveridge Moulsham.

Croker Cup
C r i c k e t - Semi Finals Harlow beat Chelmsford, 2
Croker Cup points to
Chelmsford.
Southend beat Braintree,
2 Croker Cup points to
Braintree.
Final on Monday 12th
Sept at Wickford.

THE ESSEX contingent at the Police World Boxing championships in the
USA, Middleweight Danny Stoten and British team manager Bob Miller.

by Chris Jacob
Free Car Wash
Members of the Essex
Police Sports Association
can join the Mr Glow Car
Wash Club, Arterial Road,
Southend for an annual fee
of £25, this would then
entitle you to half price
GloWash supreme.
This represents a discount of £3 per wash and
would be totally unlimited
as to the number of visits
per member regardless of
the vehicle they wash.
The membership year
would commence on the
date of the first wash.
Glow Car are happy to
provide a complimentary
Glo Wash, Supreme car
wash to any member considering becoming an associate member.

Car Hire
Budget rent a car have
agreed the following
exclusive rates for Essex
Police:
Group A 1100cc ,daily
25.00, weekly 160.00.
Group B 1400cc ,daily
30.00, weekly 195.00.
Group C 1800cc, daily
35.00, weekly 210.00.
Group D Estate, daily
42.50, weekly 240.00.
Group E 2000cc, daily
70.00, weekly 400.00.
Group F Luxury, daily
85.00, weekly 510.00.
All rates are inclusive of
V.A.T,
insurance,

Unlimited Mileage and full
R.A.C. cover and available
on production of your warrant card at any Budget car
hire in Essex.
Customers must hold a
full, clean U.K. driving
licence that has been held
for more than a year and
they must be between 2365 years old.
In their special fleet they
have, Jaguar, teranno 4x4,
Probe, Jeep Cherokee,
Previa 8 seater, Serena 7
Seater. For any information please call any of their
offices:
Southend + Rayleigh +
Basildon 0268 772774
Amanda.
Brentwood + Grayso277
233331 Roy.
Chelmsford + Harlow
0245 359555 Paul.

Force Bowls
Essex Police play a
number of indoor and outdoor bowls matches at
both P.A.A. level and
friendly fixtures.
They would like to hear
from any serving police
officers or civilian staff,
who play bowls and would
like to play in any of these
matches.
Please contact either
Insp Brian Taplin - Harlow
Traffic (Ednet 5405) or
DCons John Stewart Stansted Airport (Ednet
595 l).

Powerlifting

Athletics

The Police National
Powerlifting Competition
will take place on Sunday
November
20
at
Featherstone
Prison,
Wolverhampton. It will be
held
under
British
Amateur Weightlifting
Association rules. The
competition is open to all
police officers and civilian
employees. Lifters of all
standards are welcome.
Anyone requiring further
information please contact
DSgt Paul Hooker,
Christchurch
Police
Station, (0202) 222922.

Sprint ace Pc. Samantha
Barr from Basildon won a
gold medal for Britain in
the lOOm at the European
Police Atheltic championships, held at Hendon
last month.
The British Police team
only won four gold medals
overall during the event.

Cycling
Essex won the team
event at the National PAA
cycle road race championships, held over a 43mile course at Birkenhead

recent'y

Soccer mad star
meets his match
P O P superstar Rod Stewart copped a n early defeat
when he challenged the local police football team to a
match on the new grass pitch a t his estate in Epping.
Former Southend United professional Pc. Graham
Moore arranged for the Epping and Harlow police team
to take on Rod's Muswell Hill guest side.
Despite being the wrong side of 40, Rod showed some
impressive soccer skills, but his team went down 5-3.
Eager for a re-match, Rod fielded a stronger side last
week while the Epping and Harlow team brought in some
county police players because of a clash with their own
Sunday league fixture.
The scores were reversed with the police team suffering a
5-3 defeat. The decider is scheduled for the Spring as Rod
currently has engagements in the United States.
The £50,000 soccer pitch was completed at Rod's Copt
Hall home around three months ago. Rod, well-known as a
Scotland supporter, also invited Pc. Moore to guest for his
team against a Highgate side, a match in which Leeds United
and former Scotland star Gordon Strachan appeared.
Rod also fielded a team against the Essex Police veterans
who, despite a 12-3 defeat, thoroughly enjoyed the game.
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More news

..

SUNDAY, August 14, was
a special day for some
handicapped, underprivileged children from two
care homes in Billericay
3nd Basildon. This was
the day of the annual outing to Duxford organised
by
Essex
Police
Federation.
As in previous years, the
authorities at Duxford
agreed to give us all free
entry to their airfield and
ensured that we had a
grassed area roped off, set
aside, for us to park our
coach and enjoy our picnic.
The coach, once again was
supplied by Essex Police
and the food for the picnic
came from Gateways at
Billericay.

Exhibits
On arrival at Duxford,
the children and their
helpers were given the
freedom to roam and
explore. After lunch they
all wandered off again to
have a closer look at some
of the exhibits that had
taken their fancy during the
earlier part of their tours.
Some of them even went
on a space flight simulator
and I was persuaded to
accompany them.
We then made the mistake of taking them altogether into the Duxford
Memorabilia Shop to buy
them each a gift of their
choice. To say that chaos
reigned would be an understatement and I shall never
forget the experience and I
am sure that neither will
the Duxford staff. Having
finally rounded them all
up, we continued exploring
Duxford but, by mid-afternoon, they were all worn
out and many of them fell
asleep in the coach shortly
after our departure from
Duxford.

Invaluable
I would like to take this

opportunity of thanking
Constable Terry Spelman,
Sergeant Alan Gooden and
Detective Sergeant Bob
Cordery and his wife for
their invaluable assistance
in looking after these children and making it such a
memorable day for them.
The children came from
Hamelin House, Billericay
and The Adventure
Playground
for
Handicapped Children at
The Frith, Basildon. If
anybody knows of another
group in the Essex Police
district that would like to
be considered for future
outings of this nature, then
please forward details to
me for consideration by the
Charities Sub-Committee.
It really is a brilliant day
and when we see the look
of pleasure on the childrens
faces, it makes the day as
enjoyable for us as it does
for them.
By Dave Jones,
Federation Chairman

Brave crew

whales

G

RUELLING is the only word to
describe the 2,000 mile yacht race
tackled by a team of Essex officers.

Skipper Richard Houghton, (Training Centre), Watch
~ e a d e ;Adrian ~ u n t i n ~ - ( ~ c
Purkiss (Ongar), Watch Le:
Ian Wilson (Harlow) and
Dave Pickles (Grays) set
off for the Round Britain
and Ireland challenge last
month.
They completed the event
in a 45ft Barracuda monohull sloop, a sister ship to
that used in the Hownrds
Way TV series.
The race is a bi-annual
event which starts at Cowes
on the Isle of Wight and
completely encompasses
Britain and Ireland before
ending back at Cowes.
T h e seasoned skipper
Richard Houghton said,
"This event has gone on
record a s being the most
difficult yacht race in the
northern hemisphere.
"This is only the second
time the race has been run
and we are the first and possibly the last police team to
complete the event.
"We anticipated a high
level of difficulty and made
extensive preparations for
e x a m p l e , we carried an
extensive medical kit which
included antibiotics and
sutures but thankfully did
not need to use either.
"We sealed half of our
clothing anfl sleeping bags
in polythene and shared the
remaining sleeping bags
until they became unusable.
"Our food was calculated
to be 90 per cent edible cold
and uncooked and we only
carried sufficient water for
drinking.
"We all ate from double
dog bowls using a spoon,
and the days melted into one
which was the only cutlery
another so that time became
taken, and all cleansing was
a blur.
done in seawater.
"Clearly during the event
"We had a Pre-race briefwe had some pretty exciting
ing during which I told the
moments like the time we
crew that this was a fast
were sailing 10 miles out
y a c h t a n d d u r i n g a good
Cork with a
blow it would easily sail at
gale. We all enjoyed surf10 knots which equates to a
ing down the 30ft wave
1,000ft in a minute. If they
fronts at nearly 16 knots
off d u r i n g t h e n i g h t
with the bow throwing up
when it was blowing hard
spray like a speed boat and a
then start praying because
row of disturbed water from
their chance of being recovthe stern. Then, disaster
ered alive was minimal.
struck as a rooe holding the
"Therefore o u r safety
spinnaker (which is the
practices were of the highbiggest sail on board)
est standard and were later
snapped and this massive
put to the test by the unfor1200 square feet of sail blew
giving Atlantic Ocean.
off down wind and pulled
"Our life cycle comprised
the boat over so we fully
of our hour watches. eating
capsized.
when you could and sleep"Half of the crew were
ing when it was possible.
dangling over the water by
T o be wet and cold and
their life lines and the other
grubby became the norm
half of the crew were up to

their waist in water trying to
pull this massive sail in as it
crackled like a shot gun sortie and tore itself to pieces.
"The boat came upright
and we recovered the tattered remnants which meant
that the
pound
sail was a write off. We
pumped the boat dry and put
up another sail but by that
time we had lost four boat
places.
"Later that same day we
heard the radio broadcast a
shiooina- hazard in the form
of a dead and floating fifty
foot whale which was
apparently sighted directly
in the path of the fleet. We
alerted the fleet of the possible danger and thankfully
although we all sailed
through the danger area at
night n o one had a close
encounter of the dreaded
kind.
.A

"Several
days later we
were becalmed i n between
a n d t h e Isle of
Lewis it was a
and
sunny day although still

a n d the water was
absolutely
freezing.
However, completely undeterred the s m e l l y b u n c h
went for a wash swim,
"Everything was going
well apart from the moans
about the cold and allegations about my legitimacy
hen we had a visit from an

stared at the offender in total
disbelief and considered
hanging h i m upside down
from the yard arm by his
jabbenuocky,s,
"However he redeemed
himself by making some
spoons with a coke bottle
and an old coat hanger Blue
Peter style.
" ~ 1 1in all we saw spectacular blood red, yellow
and green, morning a n d
evening skies. A multitude
of different birdlife never
seen in the South and seals,

more dangerous,
all pleasant, but we
all crossed that finish line at
Cowes and knew that we
had collectively completed a
world rated yacht race. In
fact the race is a qualifier
for the transatlantic yacht
race. Now that's an interesting thought!"
The police team will be
awarded a trophy for their
performance over the last
leg of the race On October
15.

