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House fire Report ranks Essex Police high in the performance stakes 
horror 

THEFUNERALSofthree ch~ldren ,  41 k ~ l l e d  in a Getting it right in the 
h o r r ~ f ~ c  house f ~ r e  at 
W ~ t h a m ,  were held last 
week. 

The fire, which investi- 
gators say appears to be 
nothing more than a tragic 
accident, swept through 
the house in seconds 
entirely gutting the mid- 
terrace property in Cornel 
Close. fight against crime 

It is believed that four 
children had been playing 
upstairs in a bedroom 
when the fire took hold. 
Eleven-year-old Jordan 
Pierce was the only child 
to escape' the blaze after 
he jumped out of the bed- 
room window tc safety. 

The children who died 
were later named as 6 
year-old Anthony East, 
who lived at the house, 
and sisters Trisha and 
Aimee Collingwood aged 
six and two, also from 
Cornel Close. 

One of the first police 
officers to attend the scene 
was Braintree Inspector, 
Malcolm Oakey who said 
witnesses were totally 
bewildered by what they 
saw. 

"Many of the bystanders 
were in a semi-hysterical 
state and were at a total 
loss to understand what 
was happening., It took 
some time to be able to 
confirm who was in the 
house." he said. 

Concern of c 
TRAFFIC officers are  
alarmed by the results 
from speed cameras which 
have been installed on 
Western Esplanade in 
Southend. 

In a joint initiative by 
Essex Police, Essex County 
Council and Southend 
Borough Council, the cam- 
eras have been placed to 
reduce the number of 
accidents in the area. 

Over 2,000 speeding 
motorists were caught on 
camera exceeding the 
30mph limit between April 
9 and 17. One motorist was 
caught speeding at an unbe- 
lievable 8 l mph. 

Traffic Management 

at  Brightlingsea when 
tougher measures were 
used to deal with the 
animals rights demonstra- 

PC Mike Hammond 
was hospitalised after 
being hit in the face by 
paint-filled missiles. 

Picture courtesy of the 

amera results 
Officer Brian Ladd that said 
although the initial figures 
gave rise for concern the 
numbers of offenders had 
begun to decline. "About 
900 motorists were caught 
in the first two or three days 
but people are beginning to 
conform to the limit now," 
he said. day, date and time. Brian Ladd said: "The Essex County Council, 

Costing f607000 and The photo can then be cameras are an additional Essex Police and Southend 
providing 24 hour enforce- used to prosecute offenders, method of reinforcing the Council to change attitudes 
merit, the equipment who will receive a summons message to those motorists to speeding making it as 
radar the 'peed or fixed penalty ticket by unwilling to heed speed lim- socially unacceptable as 
of passing vehicles. If a post, its. We do not want to fill drink-driving." 

passes a camera at The cameras on Western the courts nor issue vast This week saw further bad 
a certain Veed i t  will Esplanade will be a perma- numbers of fixed penalties news for road traffic offend- 
matical l~ take two photos nent fixture as the road is but those who ignore the ers, red traffic light cameras 
one second apart. The unit heavily used particularly in speed limit will be have been installed in three 
will record the vehicle's the summer by day-trippers prosecuted. Essex towns, Basildon, 
registration number, speed, ,d other road users. "It is the joint aim of Chelmsford and Rawreth. 

ESSEX may not have an ideal number of police 
officers, but it is still riding high in the perfor- 
mance stakes, according to a recent report. 

And chief officers have number of aspects of 
praised the commitment to policing. 
quality which-is clearly He explained: "There 
continuing despite signifi- are many other important 
cant pressures. areas of policing not cov- 

In the first national ered by these indicators. 
report of the Audit Whilst focusing on impor- 
Commission, comparing tant issues crime detec- 
performance levels of dif- tion, call handling and 
ferent forces, not only responding to emergen- 
were there reductions in cies, the indicators cover 
Essex crime and increases only what is measureable, 
in detection, but also good without addressing the 
responses to 999 calls and issue of quality. 
incident attendance. "Performance indicators 

Statistics revealed that are a useful tool for good 
crime levels were at 73.8 management, but are only 
per cent (per 1,000 popu- a means to an end - not an 
lation) while the national end in themselves. They 
average was as high as 96 can provide some useful . 

per cent. questions but do not pro- 
Reaction to immediate vide the answers." 

response incidents showed Mr Dickinson feels that 
an 8 3  per cent success year-on-year comparisons 
rate. These figures are will give a far clearer indi- 
working within the stan- cation of performance and 
dards of 12 minutes to an the 12 month period fol- 
urban location and 16 lowing the Audit 
minutes if rural. Commission's research 

And yet the indicators has already showed a fur- 
used by the Commission ther improvement. 
for 1993194 show that in Response to 999 calls 
Essex there are fewer offi- has increased by a further 
cers per 1,000 population 2.5 per cent, overall crime 
than the national average, is down 7.5 per cent while 
coupled with a lower than the detection rate is 9.2 
average expenditure. per cent above that of 

Remarking on the ' 1993194. 
report,  Deputy Chief 
Constable James 
Dickinson, said: "It is  
indicative of the quality of 
services that we are com- 
mitted to provide to the 
people of Essex." 

While chief officers 
support the proper mea- 
surement of police perfor- 
mance, Mr Dickinson does 
feel,  however, that the 
Audit Commission gives 
only a limited view of a 
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WE are now in our 
fourth month of the 
demonstrations by 
animal rights protest- 
ers at Brightlingsea. 

T o  da te  the  cos t  to  
Essex Police is almost 
E2m. 

Most members will be 
aware of a letter written 
by M r  M a r k h a m  t o  
the res iden ts  of  
T . .  . .. 

Concern over 
Brightlingsea 

will be quickly resolved Chie f  c o n s t a b l e  a n d  mains t ream pol ic ing  
s o  that  Br igh t l ingsea  they have both echoed function. Resources are 
can revert back to some our concerns. being stretched to the By Brian Pallant 

I 
trrlgntlingsea recently, normality. 

l imit.  Chief Off icers  
setting out clearly the Fumes 

are aware of  our  con- 
Police Pension 

problems and concerns 
. . 

Abuse 
Carole Anness from cems and Mr Markham Scheme 

and  br ing ing  t o  the i r  
a t t en t ion  t h e  Publ ic  
Order Act 1986 which 
covers such protests and 
to facilitate the use of 
the highway. 

The provisions of this 
Act regarding proces- 
s ions have been used 
since April 18, 1995. 

Initially this has led 
to an escalation in the 
demons t ra t ions  but 
hopeful ly the  mat te r  

Your  J o i n t  Branch  
Board  h a s  been c o n -  
c e r n e d  o v e r  t h e  pas t  
months  regarding t h e  
strain on officers, the 
abuse from some of the 
demonstrators and the 
pyscholog ica l  a f fec t  
this is having on all the 
officers and their fami- 
lies. 

I have raised the mat- 
t e r  with t h e  Po l ice  
C o m m i t t e e  and  the  

the Occupational Health 
Depar tment  has  been 
asked  t o  look  a t  the  
affect on officers from 
the  ear ly s tar ts ,  long  
duties, abuse and walk- 
ing alongside the lorries 
inhaling diesel fumes 
and  genera l  level  of  
sickness and morale. 

W e  a re  a l so  c o n -  
ce rned  regard ing  the  
affect on all other offi- 
cers left to carry out the 

mentioned this  in  his  
le t ter  t o  t h e  
Brightlingsea residents. 

Complaints 
Finally with regard to 

compla in t s  m a d e  
against police officers 
at Brightlingsea, if you 
need any advice or sup- 
port give Dave Jones a 
ring in the Federation 
Office, he is  the JBB. 
Disc ip l ine  Lia i son  
Officer. 

SINCE the pay negotiations that took place payment for any overtime, including working rest 
during 1994 and the new rates of pay for days with less than 15 days notice or bank holidays. 
Inspectors, which included a lump sum buy- This, according to our legal advice, should be based 

out of overtime provisions, there seems to have On the rate of pay. 

been some confusion as to the entitlement to Any officer who feels he or she is entitled to pay- 

overtime for sergeants acting as inspectors. ment, as outlined above, should submit a claim to 

Because of an oversight by the official side of the the Finance Department. 

Police Negotiating Board, the regulation dealing 
with temporary salary was not amended to deal with 
the question of overtime. 

Agreement 
On March 28 this year, an agreement was reached 

which will clarify the situation for the future as and 
when it is incorporated into the new regulations. 

The situation which has existed since September 
1, 1994 is as follows: During the 14 day qualifying 
period, an acting inspector is paid at the sergeant's 
rate of pay and is entitled to  claim any overtime, 
including rest day and bank holiday working. 

After the 14 day qualifying period, an acting 
inspector would be paid at  a proportion of the 
inspector's rate of pay. 

They would, however, still be entitled to receive 

YOUR JBB is well involved in this year's 
conference sponsoring motions on 
the following: 

1) T h e  loss  of the  half  hour  over t ime .  
2) Conditions of service ie where an officer resides 
and being a business  interest .  3) Spec ia l  
Constabulary. 4) Private Security Industry. 5)  
CPS - assaults policy. 

Conference is from week commencing May 15 
and a full report will be in a future edition of The 
Law. 

Another  motion of  interest  is  t h e  proposed 
increase in Federation subscriptions due to  the 
increase in legal fees. Your JBB will be involved in 
this debate having tabled an amendment which 
might save money for the future by suggesting an 
in-house solicitors scheme for certain matters. 
Legal fees  are  certainly increasing and at  the 

Difficulties 
If their claim is not met or they experience any 

difficulties or require further advice on this issue, 
can they please write with full details to  Brian 
Pallant, the Joint Branch Board Secretary. 

When new regulations come out later this year, 
the situation will be as follows: 

After the 1 4  day qualifying period, an acting 
inspector will be paid at a proportion of the inspec- 
tor's rate of pay and no claim will be entertained in 
respect of overtime worked on ordinary day's duty. 

If they are required to work on a rest day with 
short notice or on a bank holiday, then overtime will 
be paid at the substantive rate of pay for a sergeant. 
At present, we do not have a date for the new regu- 
lations but, as soon as they change, we will let you 
know. 

Police house discount scheme 
FOR some years in advice on the matter as to 
Essex, we have enjoyed (a) whether there is a tax- 
a scheme for the dis- able emolument for some 
count sale of police members and (b) if the 
houses. answer is yes, should it be 

the member o r  Police 
The Inland Revenue Authority that is liable for 

has now stated that it any such tax. 
thinks the amount All those affected 
between the discount would have received a let- 

price and the market ter from the Force setting 
the ~ o s i t i o n .  I will -... 

value be taxed. keep yo;apFraised of any 
1 have written for legal developments. 

moment this does not include the substantial likely 
costs of funding industrial tribunals in the near 
future. However, there is some concern from mem- 
bers as to whether the increase levels are correct. 
Any comments you might have should be directed to 
your local representative. 

THERE is still no news 
from the Home Office 
regarding the proposed 
changes to  the Police 
Pension Scheme. 

I t  is  now unl ike ly  
that we will hear any- 
th ing  prior  t o  the  
Federation Conference 
in  May.  However ,  
reassurances have been 
given that all officers 
in service will be pro- 
tected under  the  o ld  
regulations. 

Spectacles 
NATIONALLY negotia- 
tions are going on with 
the Home Office as to 
whether officers should 
continue to receive reim- 
bursement for  their 
approved pattern glasses. 
In Essex they are sup- 
plied free of charge. 

At the same time the 
Inland Revenue are sug- 
gesting that it may be a 
taxable perk. 

I am also seeking 
advice on this. 

Sick Pay 
NEW regulations with 
regard to sick pay came 
into effect in September. 
They affect officers on 
long term sick leave after 
September 1 this year. 

I am currently in nego- 
tiations with ACC(P) con- 
cerning protection for  
officers injured on duty. 
When we have agreed 
force policy, then your 
J.B.B.. will con;ider 
whether or not there is a 
need to negotiate any 
additional insurance cover 
to meet the shortfall in 
Pay. 

At the same time, the 
agreement on April 13 
has changed the way sick- 
ness benefit and invalidity 
benefit are paid. The two 
are now replaced by an 
incapacity benefit. The 
incapacity benefit is only 
payable after an officer 
has been off sick for a 
continuous period of 28 
weeks. 

Any person on long 
term sick that needs 
advice, give me a ring in 
the Federation Office. 

Success for Rayleigh 
at Crime Awards 

The RAPID team: CMnsp Ray Newman, Pc MO 
Chaplin and D1 Steve Currell accept their award. 

RAYLEIGH Police has won the individual category 
at this year's Essex Against Crime Awards for its 
RAPID project. 

The initiative aims to county and he also empha- 
deal more effectively with sised the need to maintain 
domestic violence, reduc- strong links with the vari- 
ing domestic crime by ous local councils,  the 
demonstrating a positive Special Constabulary and 
attitude ie, the police will Neighbourhood Watch 
arrest if a criminal offence Groups. 
has been committed They Winners of the other 
will also reduce risk of four  categories were: 
attack and fear of crime by Crime Prevention 
issuing victims with panic Category - Brightlingsea 
alarms and mobile phones. Crime Group, 
As a result of the project for  t h e i r  project wh ich  

over 90per cent of persons involves providing security 

arrested did not re-offend. for the elderly and vulnera- 
ble; Youth Action Groups 

Around 200 guests and Category - Basildon Youth 
dignitaries from all over ~h~~~~~ who work with 
the county Joined Chief schools and youth groups 
Constable John Burrow for by enacting dramas on 
the High Sheriffs awards subjects of concern includ- 
at County Hall. ing drug abuse and bully- 

Out of more than 3 0  ing;  Public Agencies 
entries, competition was Category - Help The 
fierce with prize winners AgedIEastern Electricity 
in other categories this Project for 
year as diverse as Elderly People. The initia- 
playschemes, security for tive included installing 

home safety equipment 
the an ant i -bul l~-  including smoke detectors 
ing and a park- and security devices; 
watch scheme. Commercial Organisations 

I n a s ~ e e c h M r  Burrow Category - LTS Rail, 
t ~ u c h e d  upon the impor- Southend for cutting the 
tance of working closely levels of assault and van- 
with the community to dalism in the Tilbury area 
help reduce crime in the by 80 per cent. 

DARTS fanatics will love a charity fundraising event 
being organised by HQ Purchasing Assistant, Dave 
Hatwell. 

Dave has put together an evening of fun, based on the 
popular tv quiz show Bullseye. Players will be tasked with 
answering general knowledge questions and then with a 
throw of a dart could stand a chance of winning some great 
prizes including a weekend in Paris. All prizes have been 
donated by businesses in the Braintree area. 

All proceeds from the event will go to The Little Haven's 
Children's Hospice in Southend. 

All the fun will take place at Braintree Rugby Club on 
Friday, May 19 from 7.30pm to lam. Tickets cost £5 
which includes a buffet and a bar will also be open for 
those with a thirst. Numbers are limited to 150 people and 
you are advised to buy your tickets early to avoid disap- 
pointment - Dave Hatwell can be contacted on ext 51526. 

ESSEX POLICE BAND 
PARK PAVILION, DOVERCOURT 

7PM 
SUNDAY 21st MAY 1995 

Tickets B.50 
Available from Harwich Police 

Station (Admin), Ext 19110 



SHOCKED holiday 
makers at Clacton 
called the police when 
they found a set of 
male genitals on the 

Police zipped back to 
the station with the 
gruesome find. After 
an examination, 
relieved officers were 
told the sex organs 
were from a large skate 
which had been cut off 

A WOMAN in 
Ashingdon rang the 
police after cheeky bur- 
glars stole two stone 
cherubs from her back 
garden overnight. 
Unfortunately things 
went from better to 
worse when she found 
a note pushed through 
the front door demand- 
ing cash "or the 

Missing 
the point 

A SIX year-old boy 
caused chaos after a 
lesson at school on how 
to make a 999 call. 
The youngster from 
Grays put his new 
found knowledge to the 
test and rang the police 
for no apparent reason. 
Just to prove it runs in 
the family, the mother 
then made matters 
worse when SHE 
dialled 999 again to 
apologise for her son's 
actions. Whilst block- 
ing the emergency line 
she went on to explain 
that she had given her 
son a good talking to 
and promised it 
wouldn't happen again! 

A long wait 
AN OPERATOR in the 
Information Room 
answered a call from a 
broken down motorist 
who rang from an 
emergency motorway 
phone. Following nor- 
mal procedure to see 
how long he had been 
waiting, the motorist 
was asked if he had 
rung before - "Well I 
called in September I 
think," was the answer. 

AFTER a brave six month 
battle against cancer, 
headquarters based 
sergeant, Ken Dodd has 
lost his fight against the 
disease. 

Ken, who was only 50, 
died peacefully at home 
on March 29 with his 
wife Jean and his four 
children at his bedside. 

Described as fun-loving 
and a dedicated family 
man, Ken will be missed 
by the many people he 
met during his 15 years 
with the service. 

Colleague and close 
Seymour, who worked with 
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prevention, said he felt like he had lost his right 
arm. 

"Ken was dedicated to Crime Prevention, and 
was very highly thought of throughout the 
Force. He was a very kind and thoughtful per- 
son and always ready to listen," he said. 

In 1992 Ken received a national award for 
pioneering the highly successful Sold Secure 
scheme - which encourages car dealers to sell 
both new and used cars with a range of security 

Ken was diagnosed with cance; last 
September after he was treated in hospital for a 
routine appendix removal operation. 

Neil Seymour said Ken showed real bravery 
in his last days. "He coped very well knowing 
the end was coming, he never moaned while he 
was in pain with the cancer and still managed a 
joke." 

Even in his last days Ken showed his humour 
when ACC Jim Conlan paid a visit, Ken sat up 

the ACC entered the room. 
The funeral took place at St Mary's Church 

in Corringham, Ken's coffin was draped with 
the Essex Police flag, on top of which was 
placed his police helmet. 

The Chief Constable and many other police 
officers including some from Ken's previous 
posts at Tilbury, Grays, Corringham and 
Canvey, joined with his family for the service. 

Awarded for 
sea rescue 

A CONSTABLE, who 
helped rescue a drowning 
man, has been awarded by 
the Royal Humane Society. 

Pc Neil Green, along with 
civilian Michael Caine, of 
Canvey Island, gallantly 
saved the life of a man 
trapped in the Thames 
Estuary, in June last year. 

At a ceremony last month, 
the pair were presented with 
Royal Humane Society cer- 
tificates by the High Sheriff 
of Essex, Christopher 
Pertwee. 

Woman saved 
by air crews 

THE police helicopter's 
thermal imaging camera 
proved it's worth again 
when it helped locate a 
missing suicidal woman. 

The incident happened 
in the north of the county 
at about l I in the evening. 

The woman had driven 
off in her car and was in 
fact making a suicide 
attempt when the camera 
located the heat source. 

By shining a spotlight 
on the area it  was then 
able to guide an ambu- 
lance crew to the woman 
who is now back in the 

A month of change care of her family. 
Had it not been for the 

camera it is believed the 
suicide attempt would 
probably have been 
successful. 

POLICE officers throughout Essex have been issued with lami- ing on at police stations, the surren- 

nated printed cards to help them remember the new lengthy cau- der of driving licences and curfews. 

tion to be used at the time of arrest, writes Zan Deal. Newly designed forms have also 

The 37 word caution introduced on better than the first version put for- been phased in On subjects 

10 April gives suspects a clear warn- ward, we are glad the Home Office parades, and 

ing that it could be to their disadvan- listened to our plea to reduce it." search powers and the new condi- 

tage if they choose to remain silent Other changes seen this month tional powers. The new-style 

either at, or after arrest. include new powers given to custody forms published the Office 
The previous caution containing in conjunction with ACPO, require 

around 20 words had remained ore information than 

generally unchanged for over 30 
years but the 1994 Criminal Justice Inspector Thomas admits the 

and Public Order Act prompted introduction of the forms had 

a re-wording. At one stage been rushed: "We have had very 

a new 52 word caution looked But it may harm tight deadlines imposed by the 

likely but it was seen as unman- Home Office to produce the 

ageable and the figure was rms, prepare back-up material 

reduced to 37. not mention when and get it all out to the divisions 

Criminal Justice Department There is a lot of new information 

Inspector, Lionel Thomas, for officers to take in including 

stressed that suspects must be many changes to the Police and 

read the caution at the time of riminal Evidence Act Codes Of 

arrest. "Minor deviations from ctice. The Act and its provi- 

the wording do not matter as long YOU do say may be sions have been very fragmented in 

as the sense of the caution is pre- 
served," he said. given in evidence. Recent editions of Policy 

If the suspect does not Guidelines (Green) explain the 

appear to  understand the changes further - there are also 

meaning of the caution, the officer distance learning packages 

should explain it in their own words. officers which available from the Training Centre 

Federation Secretary Dave Jones enables them to grant conditional which the Justice 
said: "The new caution is far more bail to suspects. The move, which and Order Act. 

understandable, we are glad the right previously was only possible through Further sections are likely be 

of silence issue has been addressed. Zcourt, means officers will be able added the Act later in the year, 

The length of the new caution is far to grant bail conditions such as sign- generally procedure. 

Essex officers join in with VE celebrations 
NEARLY 30 police officers from with stressful situations at Insp Dave Halsey from Tendring 

across Essex have been given the Brightlingsea. said: "To be part of a national occa- 
Representing Essex Police, the sion 50 years from VE day is very 

honour  Of assist ing w i th  officers will join with other Forces in nice, it only happens once. We have 
On  M a y  a t  S policing the route to the Cathedral's a serious job to do there but I'm sure 

Paul's Cathedral. West Door. we will still enjoy the atmosphere. It 
Many of the officers attending the The event will be attended by will be a nice change from 

event have been chosen as they have members of the Royal Family and Brightlingsea, policing a happy 
spent much of their duty time dealing over 50 heads of state. crowd, " he said. 

Sickness levels drop 
ESSEX police officers were second healthiest in the 
country in 1993, averaging just 8.4 days sickness per 
officer. The past year has seen this figure drop to 7.6 
days, including long-term illness and injuries on 
duty. 

The civilian sickness record has also dropped by 
almost 50 per cent bringing Essex Police among the 
lowest in the country. 

In 1993 civilians took a total of 18,968 sick days, 
an average of 14.8 days per person. A year on, the 
figure averages 8.9 days per person, a total of 12,940 
days. 

Effectively the difference means that an extra 25 
staff were available throughout the year compared to 
the previous year. 

The success in reducing sickness abstractions has 
been attributed to the Force sickness monitoring pol- 
icy and the introduction of an in-house occupational 
health team under the leadership of Carole Anness. 

Excellent news 
From September 1, police officers will be under 

the same conditions of sickness as civilians. This 
means that in any rolling 12 months, if any officer is 
sick for six months then helshe goes on half pay. If 
sick for 12 months the officers goes off pay. 

However, regulations do allow each Force to exer- 
cise discretion in certain cases. Federation, Welfare, 
Occupational Health and the Superintendent's 
Association meet with ACC Jim Conlan to discuss 
the subject. 

Mr Conlan said: "I am delighted with the excellent 
news and the positive response by all members of the 
organisation, particularly in view of the increasing 
workloads. This brings us to our lowest ever sickness 
figures, certainly in the region, probably in the coun- 
try, and I am confident the police sickness rate will 
be the best in the UK. 

"The HMI's have made favourable comments 
regarding our low sickness rate, both police and 
civilian. Well done by everyonc - it is an outstanding 
achievement." 
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Compassion 
not rationed 

HAVING just received the March issue of 
The L a w  and having read the letter with 
the  contentious headl ine  'A fox is n o  
saint', I feel I must write to you to answer 
some of the hysterical rubbish Wal ter  
Ablett has written. 

In saying that if wildlife were not con- 
trolled vegetarians would starve, is being, 
quite frankly, ridiculous. The only time that 
nature fails is when man quite wrongly takes 
a hand and upsets that natural balance. 

We own 25 acres of agricultural land 
which, when we took it over, was absolutely 
awash with rabbits, to the extent that we 
could grow nothing without rabbit-proof 
fencing, wire cages etc. But we decided any 
vermin control would be done naturally. 

We farmed for wildlife by increasing 
available cover, leaving untouched head- 
lands, actually building up den sites suitable 
for foxes. Quite quickly foxes took up resi- 
dence and the rabbit problem is kept under 
control by these natural poachers. 

Because of the different methods 
employed by us the mice and vole popula- 
tion exploded and we promptly received new 
permanent residents in the form of a pair of 
kestrels. We also have stoats and weasles 
who are quite happy with the furry popula- 
tion and have no effect whatsoever on our 
large population of pheasants and partridge, 
and so it goes on. 

Once man starts trying to play God and 
wipes out one link of the wildlife chain that 
is when trouble starts, leave well enough 
alone and all is harmony. 

As vegetarians of many years standing our 
motto is 'we never eat anything with a heart 
or a face' and despite Mr Ablett 's pro- 
nouncement I feel no fear of starvation for 
either ourselves or our three vegetarian dogs. 

On his opinlon that it must be dreadful for 
police officers to be summoned to fox hunts, 
the only time my husband, a police officer 
for 34 years, was ever injured or abused at 
fox hunts was by the people on the horses 
not those following behind. 

When Mr Ablett refers to people being 
engaged in illegal demonstrations he is obvi- 
ously,  amongst others,  talking about 
Brightlingsea where those 'illegal demon- 
strators' are ordinary villagers, men, women 
and children, old and young alike, who have 
said enough is enough. 

Whatever that final straw is, is immaterial, 
the cheering thing is there is in the human 
spirit enough compassion to take that step. 

What Mr Ablett is in effect saying is that 
because there are atrocities in animal hus- 
bandry and welfare going on all the time we 
should give up and do nothing about any if 
them. 

We all have something we feel strongly 
enough about to make a stand and it would 
be a sad day if that ceased. 

Our family became vegetarians because 
we worked to stand up and be counted on 
everything Mr Ablett mentions, but I don't 
think compassion is something rationed to a 
portion each. Because I feel incensed about 
neglect and ill treatment to animals, doesn't 
mean I haven't enough compassion left to 
care about the 79-year-old man murdered 
whilst reading his Bible, or any of the other 
terrible things we hear of today. I would like 
to think we all have more than enough to go 
around. 

There, Mr Ablett, I have admitted I care 
deeply about your 79-year-old man, won't 
you try and care deeply about our animals? 

Heather Kiff, Colchester. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: While I wouldn't wish 
to stifle healthy debate, the letters we are 
now receiving on animal rights are begin- 
ning to drift a little from the original issue 
involving the policing of such events as 
Brightlingsea and fox hunts. While I would 
ask that the animal rights debate be brought 
to a close I would still welcome letters from 
serving and non-serving officers and staff on 
the subject of Brightlingsea or any other 
issue affecting the police <ervice. 

Kim White. 

T H E  family of Les Digings would like to  thank the  
Essex Police, and  his colleagues for  their  total sup- 
port  shown a t  his funeral on  March 16. 

A very sad occasion will always be remembered and 
treasured. 

M r s  Joyce Digings 
Leigh-on-Sea 

- 

Have your 
say in 

The Law! 
Write care of, Essex 
Police Press Office, 

PO Box 2, 
Chelmsford, Essex, 

CM2 6DA. 

I will continue to 
wear my unltorm 

I W R I T E  t o  y o u  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  c o m m e n t s  
published in  the  minutes 
o f  t h e  r e c e n t  m e e t i n g  
of  t h e  I n f o r m a l  
Consultative Committee, 
held a t  Essex Police HQ. 

I refer you to section five 
- ratio of police to civilians' 
on training courses which 
reads: 

"Civilian staff are some- 
times intimidated by a large 
ratio of police officers when 
attending a training course. 
The Training Centre works 
hard to ensure there is an 
even mix of police and 
civilians, male, female. If 
the courses were not open to 
all staff, training would be 
delayed for staff and then 
this would cause a problem. 
On the majority of courses 
officers are requested to 
wear  plain c lo thes  thus 
helping to remove the feel- 
ing of 'them and us'." 

JUST a no te  t o  l e t  you 
know what the  holiday I 
won to  Lanzarote in  the  
O a s i z  L a n z  C l u b  w a s  
like. 

Well the weather was 
good and the complex was 
lovely. Everything was in 
walk~ng distance. 

We had free use of the 
gym, sauna and jacuzzi. I'd 
recommend the resort to 
anyone. 

Lauren Crane 
Traffic Warden, Southend 

Sincere 
Thanks 

I W O U L D  like t o  t h a n k  
all colleagues a n d  friends 
fo r  t he  floral  t r ibutes  i n  
memory  of m y  h u s b a n d  
Ken. 

It was wonderful to see 
so many representatives at 
the funeral service. Ken 
enjoyed every minute of  
his time with Essex Police 
and made  many,  many ,  
friends.  Thank  you all ,  
you are magnificent. 

Jean Dodd 
Stanford-Le-Hope 

Maybe I am missing 
something somewhere, but I 
was under the impression 
that I was working in a 
mainly uniformed organisa- 
tion ie, the police service - 
the larger proportion of 
which is made up of uni- 
formed police officers. As 
such it is reasonable to 
expect that on training 
courses there will be more 
uniformed personnel than 
non-uniformed. 

Why therefore, should the 

majority have to change to 
suit possibly the minority? 
Surely these people knew, 
when they were employed 
that they would be working 
with and surrounded by uni- 
formed officers and civil- 
ians. If they didn't I would 
suggest they should consid- 
er if they are in the correct 
employment? 

I, for one, will always 
attend training courses in 
uniform unless of course, I 
was ordered to attend 

otherwise. 
As a thought,  I would 

remind you that on shift, on 
division, the civilian staff 
are vastly out numbered by 
uniformed officers. Would 
they expect the shift to 
change out of uniform on 
entering the station to make 
them feel more at ease? I 
think not, why then should 
it happen at the Training 
Centre. 

Pc Ken Baptist 
Information Room, H Q  

I N  JUNE 1989 I took the  bold s tep  of 
b e c o m i n g  C o - o r d i n a t o r  f o r  
N e i g h b o u r h o o d  W a t c h  o n  K i n g s  
Holiday Park. I took i t  on  because I 
f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e  
scheme, also the  fact I wanted to keep 
my 'grey matter' active. 

We started with eight of us, but now we 
are down to six. We have had so much liter- 
ature to issue out to over 200 homes, cars 
and cycles marked, marking valuables in the 
home, I must admit it hasn't been too suc- 
cessful as people think you are being nosey. 

Neighbourhood Watch should be exactly 
what it says, I myself watch around our 
home and if I'm not happy I say. If I don't 
see a light or movement I phone their num- 
ber, if I get no reply I get the next neighbour, 
I feel this is essential more so if the occupier 
is on his or her own. 

But the public are the hardest to deal with. 
I have been told 'I want my brains tested', 
how much do I get paid for it, 'you shouldn't 

be doing police work'. I don't do police 
work, I don't fool the beat and we are not 
vigilantes. 

This park to me is like a village and we 
should be watchful of each other, because 
we are a 'Holiday Park', it's not always 
easy. We get vandalism, but now-a-days 
who doesn't, but we must all try to combat 
it. I say if you're not happy do something 
about it, don't just moan among yourselves. 

I haven't shares in the police force, but 
with the cutbacks etc. they are doing the best 
and they can't be in two places at the same 
time. I hope they know that myself and 
helpers are doing their best to their ability, 
and I have always been treated by them and 
fellow helpers with the utmost courtesy. 

Roll on Spring so  we can get out and 
about knocking on doors and meeting new 
neighbours. 

Ivy Turner  
NW Coordinator 

Kings Holiday Park, Castle Point 

Help your local hospice as you earn 
I T  is some five years since 
the Essex County Council 
i n t roduced  the  Give As 
You Earn scheme through 
agents Charities Trust and 
I understand that over 130 
charities are now receiving 
r e g u l a r  dona t ions  f r o m  
County Council employees 
and pensioners. 

It is pleasing to know that 
quite a number of serving 
officers, civilian employees 
and force pensioners have 
supported their local hospice 

in this way since 1989. 
However, very few have 
joined since. I believe that 
is mostly due to lack of 
knowledge and hope this let- 
ter will encourage newer 
employees top use of the 
scheme. Of course as one of 
the Essex hospice fundrais- 
ers and knowing that a num- 
ber of force personnel, pen- 
sioners and their relatives 
have unfortunately required 
care and support during this 
period, I do ask for more 

employees and pensioners to 
support their local hospice 
through this scheme. 

We would be only too 
pleased to organise displays, 
canvassing sessions again, 
just contact your local hos- 
pice fundraiser or  myself. 
Give As You Earn forms are 
obtainable through your per- 
sonnel office or from your 
local hospice. 

George Harris (Ex CISupt) 
Chelmsford Hospice 

MY family and I would like to express our  to the Police Benevolent fund. 
sincere thanks through "The Law" to the We would also like to thank Halstead 
Chief Constable and all former colleagues ChlInsp John Stonehouse and Sgt Geoff 
and friends in the force for  their  kind Aves for their support and help. Also Bob 
wishes and floral tributes. Coxon, the police welfare officer and retired 

I am sure Derek would have been pleased Sgt Ray Little and his wife Janet for being 
with the police presence at the funeral ser- there for us and all the help they have given 
vice and the help I have received during this me at this very sad time once again thank 
very distressing time. you very much. 

The very generous donations will be sent Mrs M a r y  Jordan a n d  family 
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Standing Aiming for 
orders racial 

thrown on 
scrapheap 

L O V E  them o r  loathe  
them,  Standing Orde r s  
have had their day and are 
being phased out of Essex 
Police. 

The documents, referred 
to by many as 'The Bible', 
have for years laid down 
the do's and don'ts of how 
things should be done in 
Essex Police. But none to 
often the only time they 
have c o m e  out  i s  when 
things have gone wrong 
fol lowed by the  wel l -  
heard phrase "this is how 
it should have be done" 
echoing around the sta- 
tion. 

Modern 
It i s  respected that  

Standing Orders did have 
their place in the Service 
but in today ' s  Essex 
Police, which is striving to 
become a modern thinking 
force they are now seen as 
outdated and difficult to 
take in. 

With the introduction of 
Se rv ice  Del ivery  
Standards many areas of 
policing theory were re- 
examined and  it soon 
became  apparent  that  
many of the documented 
do's and don'ts attached to 
them needed updating. 

On May 15 bright red 
folders will start appearing 
in s ta t ions  - label led  
Operational Policy and 
Guidel ines  (OPG) ,  the  
contents will compliment 
exis t ing SDS '  and will 
eventually replace many 
of the Standing Orders. 

Every SDS will be cross 
referenced with an OPG, 
s o  for  instance the SDS 
Dealing With Road Death 
will have a corresponding 
O P G  which will  have  
additional guidance on the 
subject. 

User-f riendly 
Headquar ters  Chief  

Inspector, David Westoby, 
sa id :  "The new O P G ' s  
should give officers a bet- 
ter idea of what is expect- 
ed of them. The design of 
the documents will be far 
more user-friendly to fol- 
low and because of this, 
w e  hope,  more  of ten  
referred to." 

Initially 11 OPG's will 
be introduced to support 
all but orre of the current 
SDS. The missing OPG, 
Prepara t ion and 
Submission of Evidence 
Files, will follow shortly. 

Later in the year a fur- 
ther  b lack folder  wi l l  
appear labelled General 
Policy and Guidelines this 
will contain any remaining 
information left over from 
Standing Orde r s  not 
contained in a SDS. 

O F F I C E R S  a t  
Bi l ler icay a re  all  
geared u p  to  stay in 
t r im bu t  jus t  don ' t  
have the equipment. 

It was at the end of 
l a s t  year  that  col -  
leagues put in a bid for 
gym facilities and have 
since been allocated a 
room. Promises have 
a l so  been  g iven  fo r  
shower and changing 
areas. 

With money scarce 
the  officers are  now 
appealing for everyone 
to dig out those unused 
weights from the cup- 
boa rd  and make  a 
donation. 

B ikes ,  rowing  
machines, benches, or 
anything e l se  which 
will help fight the flab, 
wi l l  be  gra tefuLly 
accepted. 

If you can help con- 

Billericay officers and support staff make use of the station's front lawn as they wait patiently tact Sgt Dave Birkett 

for donations of gym equipment. 
on 01277 631212. 

IN a continued and deter- 
mined effort to help elimi- 
nate rac ia l  harassment ,  
Essex Police has held its 
fourth annual Race rela- 
tions Conference. 

The aim of the confer- 
ence  was  to  provide  a 
forum to share informa- 
tion, identify good prac- 
tice and devise an action 
plan for the year - the ulti- 
ma te  goa l  be ing  racia l  
equality. 

Members of the media 
were  invi ted  a long and 
speakers included Aubrey 
Rose ,  f rom the  
Commiss ion  of  Racial  
Equal i ty ,  A C C  ( 0 )  
Geoffrey Markham, Soical 
Services  Director Mike 
Leadbet ter ,  Coun ty  
Educat ion Off icer  Paul 
Lincoln  and Richard  
Howitt MEP on behalf of 
the European Committee 
Against Racism. 

Legal demos at Brightlingsea could help reduce police presence 

Turning the tide 
THE TIDE may have turned at Brightlingsea, according to Assistant Chief 
Constable Geoff Markham, "I can see things gradually becoming quieter, 
with the town returning to the type of normality it has not seen for some- 
time," he said. 

The bold statement follows a difficult Brightlingsea Police Station whilst he was 

month for the Force, with protests at times 
turning violent after demonstrators were 
told they had to comply with the Public 
Order Act 1986 from April 18. 

The decision to use the Act came after 
movements through the town were restricted 
to normal working days and concerns that 
the onset of warmer weather could lead to 
heat exhaustion for animals if lorries are 
kept moving. There were also concerns over 
the increase cost of policing the protests, and 
the drain of police resources, together with 
further complaints from residents in the 
town regarding congestion. 

The Act stipulates six days written notice 
must be given if it is the intention to hold a 
public procession. It can impose any reason- 
able restriction on the procession. 

Letters were sent to every resident of the 
town giving them over a week to digest the 
meaning of the Act. 

First to react was BALE (Brightlingsea 
Against Live Exports), the group decided to 
disband on fear they would be singled out at 
unlawful protests and be arrested. Geoff 
Markham said he regretted the demise of the 
group as they were one of the important 
links Essex Police had with the community. 

Elsewhere many other demonstrators did 
not take well to the introduction of the Act, 
Geoff Markham said: "Initially it was like 
throwing a rock in a pond, it sent waves out 
and incensed people and for a while brought 
more protesters onto the streets to vent their 
frustration." 

About 350 protesters met with police on 
the first day of the Act being implemented. 
Although there was no march many attempt- 
ed to block the dock gates. Twelve people 
were arrested mainly for wilful obstruction. 
A group of nearly 100 angry protesters sur- 
rounded ACC Charles Clark outside 

canying out a television interview. Later as 
he drove off, a crowd surrounded his car and 
caused criminal damage by kicking and 
thumping it. 

A nasty scene unfolded two days later 
when 600 demonstrators came to the town 
including a group of outsiders who seemed 
intent on causing trouble. 

Four officers were injured when hit by 
items thrown from the crowd. Twenty- 
eight-year-old Pc Mike Hammond from 
Chelmsford, could have been blinded after 
mindless individuals hurled eggs filled with 
quick drying purple paint at him. The offi- 
cer was taken to hospital for emergency spe- 
cialised treatment - later he was released, it 
is hoped there will be no permanent damage 
to his sight. Following the incident the need 
for officers to wear protective helmets was 
once again re-examined but this to date has 
not happened. 

"The violence seen that day was totally 
deplorable, I'm mindful that most of it was 
caused by outsiders, but it was a day I will 
not tolerate again," said Mr Markham. 

Lately the atmosphere at Brightlingsea has 
calmed and it is hoped that progress can be 
made. Recently a meeting took place with 
representatives from the town to discuss the 
implications of Act, those present included 
former BALE members and the Mayor of 
Brightlingsea. 

Following the meeting a 'Statement Of 
Intent' was published with regard to the 
Public Order Act and demonstrations at 
Brightlingsea. "I've made it crystal clear 
what our position is and have clarified what 
will be tolerated in the statement," said Mr 
Markham. 

Although organisers of demonstrations 
will not be exempt from the conditions of 
the Act, as the statement points out, they will 

not be held accountable for the unlawful 
behaviour of others when they have made a 
serious attempt to comply with conditions 
laid down to the procession. 

Mr Markham said he was sure that by 
working within the confines of the Act, and 
with sensible negotiation, it would be possi- 
ble for  the numbers of officers a t  
Brightlingsea to be reduced, for demonstra- 
tors to make their point heard, and for lomes 

to be allowed their lawful use of the road. 
To have reached this stage Mr Markham 

says is down to the professionalism of the 
officers on duty at the port. 

"Officer's have come under intense pres- 
sure but have yet again acted professionally, 
they have done a marvellous job. I am con- 
vinced that it is because of this we can go 
forward and continue negotiations with the 
community," he said. 

Jack's a top class dog 
D O G  handler  Phi l  
O 'Connel l  d id  Essex 
proud last month when he 
achieved 9th place in the 
national dog trials held in 
York. 

A long  wi th  German  
Shepherd Jack, Phil com- 
peted against 30 of the top 
pai rs  in the  country  in 
very strong competition. 
H e  had a l ready gained 
first place in the regional 
trials earlier this year. 

Whi l e  D o g  Sect ion 
inspector  R o d  Barre t t  
praised him for his excel- 
lent  performance,  Phi l  
was a touch more modest. 

"Personally I'm disap- 
pointed, but we did our  
best. The competition was 
very tight and the winning 
dog was cracking. 

"It 's  jus t  unfortunate 
that on a couple of exer- 
cises Jack didn't perform 
as well as he could have." 

Even s o  top 10 in the 
country  is  not t o  be  

Pc Phil O'Connell with Jack. sniffed at. 
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Initially it was  agreed that 40 per  

cent of  the work, excluding accident 
Future plans 11 

Vehicle repairs to remain in=Force 
V E H I C L E  repairs  and  maintenance within force requirements." 

will not now to contracted out under Unfortunately the instigation of the busi- 
the  ~~~~~~~~~t~~ ~~~~~l~~~~ ness plan will mean the loss of one techni- 

Competitive Tendering Scheme. cian. This is currently being negotiated. 

Healthy 
roadshows 

IT was well past 
Valentine's Day, but the 
dozens of headquarters 
staff who visited the 
health promotion road- 
shows in April had just 
one thing in mind - look- 
ing after their hearts. 

Displays in the 
Assembly Hall included 
advice on healthy eating, 
the perils of smoking, 
safe alcohol limits and 
how to exercise 
effectively. 

Organised by the Essex 
Police Look After Your 
Heart Committee and run 
by North Essex Health 
Promotion, visitors had 
the chance to test the 
amount of carbon monox- 
ide in  their lungs, to sup a 
non-alcoholic cocktail 
and to monitor their heart 
rate. 

After taking in all the 
information on offer, 
there was also the chance 
to enter healthy eating 
competition. 

Training Centre PTIs 
Justin Beacher and Kevin 
Nowell were on hand to 
give advice on healthy 
exercise. 

Look out for similiar 
displays in your division. 

First for f i ~  
- 

repair, would be  contracted out. 

Since the announcement the vehicle 
for tender 

SSEX Police ranks top placein the UK when it comes to finding 
s e r v i c e s  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  b e c o m e  a PLANS to extend Compulsory 

Competitive Tendering to white collar sup- 
highly competitive unit. port services were announced in  February 

A business plan outlini The Scenes Of Crime D e p a r t m e n t  attended 
inf luences  on  veh ic le  s 

devised f o r  approval  b y  the,  then, P0lice should prepare itself to comply with 
any implementation, parallel with Essex successfully recovered fingerprints from 

P o l i c e  C o m m i t t e e  b a c k  i n  M a r c h  and Norman Hicks 
1994. The humble fingerprint is  today still seen as the 

The unit currently operates from five The timetable for services to be put out chief clue to  solving many Scenes Of any fingerprint present reacts with the fumes and 
l o c a t i o n s ,  n a m e l y  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  to tender are currently set out as follows: . Crime D1 Dave Hughes said: "The fingerprint is up in white. 
S o u t h e n d ,  L a i n d o n ,  S 

Harlow but with a continuing decline 
65 per cent of construction and property 

trip1ets a'' have the same make-up3 has in England. Although the camera is technically the 
in vehicle maintenance work  it  was  services by April 1999; the same fingerprint." property of the Home Office it is on indefinite loan to 
decided that five sites we  Two thirds of the fingerprints from scenes are recov- E~~~~ police, 
needed. 

It was. thought the best option would be 1999; 
70 per of information and technology by Scenes Of Crime Laboratory. 

to reduce the number of locations to four. 
October 2000 Essex has one of the best equipped and most profes- the same rate at which the film moves across a station- 

This would entail closing Southend, intro- H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  E~~~~ Police has been devel- sionally staffed laboratories in the country. The team ary slit through which light is focused. 
ducing extended working hours at the other oping a strategy for  Compulsory of police and civilian staff operate a type of production In the 1993 Moll y Rickets murder, again in 
locations and a collection and delivery ser- Competitive Tendering over recent years line chemically enhancing fingerprints on objects from Chelmsford, laboratory staff were able to obtain a 

vice between Southend and Laindon. under the direction of a CCT steering knives to daffodils. clear photograph of fingerprints found on a cable that 
group. The work is time intensive and requires high con- had been pulled out of the telephone socket. 

On the eve of the presentation of the plan 
Headed by Assistant Chief Constable centration and patience. When 78-year-old Ron Previously it would have been difficult to obtain a 

the Police the Home Charles Clark the group will continue to Cousin's was murdered laboratory staff chemically good enough reproduction of the fingerprint for staff 
Secretary announced that Compulsory consult and negotiate in the best interests enhanced over 2,000 pieces of paper found at the in the Fingerprint Bureau to search by. 
Competitive Tendering would no longer be of Essex Police and its employees, fully scene including pages ripped out of the family bible. The success of the Section is down to team work 

extended to vehicle maintenance. aware of the uncertainty surrounding CCT. D1 Hughes explained: "Fingerprints can stay on items within the Scientific Support Department which 
The Force will be looking to deal with for a long time, " ~ t  could be quite conceivable that includes the Fingerprint Bureau and Photographic 

But a decision was made to continue 
the requirement to tender services in the some of the prints found on the pages of the bible Department. Last Year the Fingerprint Bureau came 

with the business plan regardless. best possible way both for the Force and belonged to Ron's mother." Fourth in the country for matching fingerprints, over ,,\, 
Head of Administrative and Technical those involved.Full consulation will take A variety of methods can be used to enhance finger- 2,000 successful identifications were carried out. 

Services, Peter Crook, said: "Vehicle place with staff and their representatives prints some systems have been used for years, other "We entirely rely on the expertise of the staff in all S( 

Services will not now be put out to tender and a etc. more modern techniques use lasers. iections of the department, they can't afford to rush de 
A helpline has already been set up for 

but the business unit will enjoy stability as 
anyone concerned about the implications. 

an organisation and develop its services ~h~ number is 54054, an 

DNA databa! 
CRIMINALS whd re-offend have an increased chance 
of being traced with the introduction of a national 

DNA database. 
Seen as the biggest breakthrough since the finger- 

print, the system went operational earlier this month. 
All police officers in Essex have been trained on 

how to take DNA samples from people. Any person 
charged or reported for such offences including rape, 
murder, robbery assault or even burglary would be 
liable to have an entry on the database. Samples can 

an be used to take a sample from a person 

The familiar livery of the Battenburg car. Prison collection 
THE chequered livery of the Recommendations were for large GROUP 4 will take over all prison collection CO 

Battenburg car has become a familiar Ba f f e n bu r g blocks of colour opposed to stripes services from July 1 saving police officers precious wi 
hours spent on transport and court duties. site on the motorway and looks set to 

hi! 

become a permanent feature. 
and 'Ontrasting colours which Essex is the third Force to be affected by the nu 

It was back in 1989 that the late 
a l l set for be seen under varying lighting cOndi- programme which aims to put these services out to I 

tions. tender nationwide. Humberside and the re1 
HMI Charles McLachlan suggested A 'concept car' was developed and Metropolitan Police areas have already successfully ba 
that a common standard of marking a p P rova l a trial by 1 1 Forces, including Essex, made the transition. th; 
be determined for traffic cars. At the ~~~~l~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h .  began. As a result over 80 per cent of Although it is essentially an agreement between ,, 
time none of the six forces patrolling 1991 a proposa~ was devised, patrol crews have been generally sup- the Home Office and the prison service it obviously P= 
the motorways were using the same but lacking any scientific basis, i t  portive and the livery, without a has a knock-on effect to police officers who , 
livery and it was felt this posed prob- doubt, comes in line with the Home currently transport defendants between prison and es, failed to convince Forces of the need 
lems for members of the public in Secretary's high visibility policing court, and occasionally from outside Forces back to 

for change. sm 
terms of recognition. the county. 

policy Superintendant Peter Blois, of Headquarters no 
ACPO Traffic Committee delegated A short while later some funding 

A few minor changes have been Information Room, said: "The move should signifi- do 
the National Motorway Conference made available and made but the final version will now cantly reduce the amount of time police officers I 
with the task of examining the issues Ergonomics Out a full evalua- be presented to the ACPO Traffic need to spend on escort and court duties: or 
with the Police Scientific and tion of the problem. Committee on May 3 for approval. When Group 4 Court Services Ltd won the In' 
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Officer Specials ease the pressure as Brightlingsea eats up resources 
rescues 

pensioner 
from fire A credit to Essex 

THE life of a pensioner 
was saved when a special 
constable and a regular 
officer dragged him from 

Geoff Edwards risked 
their own lives when they 
were called to the firk 
back in November last 
year. 

The officers, aged 28 
and 25, forced their way 
into the house in Dart 
Green, South Ockendon 
to be faced by a thick 
blanket of smoke. 

They began to search 
for signs of life and dis- 
covered the 70-year-old 
owner of the property in a 
front room. 

He was in a disorientat- 
ed state, suffering from 
the effects of smoke 
inhalation, and had his 
trusty dog by his side. 

The officers not only 
pulled the man out of the 
house to safety and 
returned to save his dog, 
but also put out the fire, 
which had started in the 
kitchen. 

Courage 
Praising the officers' 

courage, Thurrock 
Division Chief Inspector 
Mike Holyoak said: "The 
two officers acted in the 
finest traditions of Essex 
Police. We are very proud 
of them." 

Another act of bravery 
earned Special Constable 
Phillip Worts, of Pitsea, a 
Chief Constable's 
Commendation, which 
was presented to him in 
January. 

The award was made 
for Phillip's "prompt and 
positive actions", when he 
discovered a fire in a 
downstairs flat, while he 
was off duty. 

He called the rescue 
services and forced his 
way into the flat, immedi- 
ately above the seat of the 
fire, and led to safety an 
elderly man, who was 
suffering from smcke 
inhalation 

OFFICERS of the Essex Special 4 

trumps this year, playing a vital role 
who have been called on to police dai 

The conflict between the exporters and 

SPECIAL Constable Michael Reed is the winner of this year's 
Norman Dooley Trophy for his brave actions in a robbery. 

For full story see back page. 

those opposed to the shipping of live ani- 
mals, has taxed the resources of the coun- 
ty's full-time police force, leaving many 
shifts short-handed since the dispute 
began in January. 

But the response by Essex specials to 
give up extra time to fill these gaps has 
brought great credit to them and has 
helped considerably in easing the pressure 
on the regulars left behind to police their 
divisions. 

Enhanced 
Special Constabulary Commandant 

Tom Rodgers said the enhanced role 
being undertaken by his officers in all 
divisions to back up the regular force dur- 
ing the past five months had played an 
important part in the policing of the coun- 
ty during a very difficult period. 

"I have received many words of praise 
from divisional commanders to  that 
effect," he said. "I am very pleased with 
what they have done and are doing. 

"They have been well accepted by the 
regular force for their role of backing up 
and supporting them." 

In Colchester Division, the work of the 
specials has enabled high profile policing 
to continue, despite the drain on 
resources. 

Divisional commander Supt Julian Field 

I commented: "We are very appreciative in 
Colchester that the specials always do a 

1 good iob. Thev come UD trumDs time and 
U 2 

time again, whenever we need them to." 
Mr Field said that the achievements of 

Come for a special tour of FIB 
OUT of the hundreds of people who visited the HQ Force 
Intelligence Bureau last year, not one of them was a member of 
the Special Constabulary. 

Now staff are throwing open their doors in a bid to encourage 
specials to pay a visit and find out how FIB can help them in their 
policing tasks. 

Bureau Detective Sergeant, Pat McCarthy said: "The specials 
are just as much a part of the service as any other officer, they 
have as much right to qse our services and we would love to 
show them around and explain what we do." 

The Bureau collates large amounts of information each day 

relating to drug dealers, armed robberies, burglary trends, inde- 
cency offences and much more besides. 

Information is fed through to the department from all divisions 
in the county together with other forces across the UK and 
beyond. Information is then fed into a variety of computer sys- 
tems so data can be called up instantly at the touch of button. For 
instance, one of the computers holds details of the serial numbers 
of all stolen property from across the county. 

Any member of the Special Constabulary who would like a 
tour of the bureau can give Lyn Paton a call on extension 52460. 

Constabulary have been coming up 
as back-up to their regular colleagues 

ily demonstrations at Brightlingsea. 

I By Norman Hicks ) 
the specials was especially noteworthy, as 
many of them were also holding down 
full-time jobs, outside the police service. 

Under the supervision of an inspector, 
specials in colchester policed a protest 
march through the tuwn by animal rights 
campaigners. 

The Mayor's civic parade and St 
George's Day parade were also successfully 
policed entirely using specials, he added. 

"They have recently embarked on a pro- 
active policing operation, in recognition of 
the less visible presence of regular bobbies, 
because of Brightlingsea," said Mr Field. 

Operation Street Legal has been targeting 
untaxed vehicles and other road traffic 
offenders, with the specials mounting road- 
side checks. 

Tendring, which has borne the brunt of 
the animal rights protests, has also used spe- 
cials to raise the public profile of policing in 
the division, bringing praise from Divisional 
Commander Supt Jim Kynnersley, who 
described their contribution as "absolutely 
magnificent". 

Chief Insp Malcolm Jolly, of Tendring, 
said the Specials had organised their own 
transport and been dropped off in isolated 
villages, such as St Osyth, or Thorpe, where 
residents might not otherwise see a police 
presence in the current circumstances. 

He said: "I cannot praise them highly 
enough." 
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Town centre 
trial ha"iled 
a success 

SOUTHEND'S High Street Unit has been using Specials on temporary attachment 
- 

for the past six months and has hailed the experiment a success. 
The first batch of Special  

Constables to  complete their 
a t t a c h m i p t s  we re  T i m  
O'Rourke,  Terry Hobbs  and  
Gary Bailey, who  responded 
well to their initial training and 
were soon  ab l e  t o  pe r fo rm 
most tasks with a minimum of 
supervision. 

Sgt John Walker , of the High 
Street Unit. commented: "All the 
Special Constables were soon able 
to work independently , or as part 
of a team, and became a valuable 
part of the un~t." 

Between them they arrested more 

than 100 prisoners and, once the 
Brightlingsea operation got under 
way, were often the only officers 
available to liaise between the unit 
and Southend's High Streetstores. 

Said Sgt Walker: "Perhaps the 
most pleasing aspect of the attach- 
ments has been the response of the 
regular officers to the Specials. 
They readily accepted them and 
treated them as equals. 

"I think that i f  the Special 
Constables in the future show the 
same enthusiasm and endeavour, 
then this new attachment scheme 
will be a tremendous success," he 
added. 

. 

Foreign visitor watches 
officers swap roles 

WHEN the Sri Lankan Pol~ce After watch~ng the demo, Mr 
Force dec~ded to Improve its Canagaretnam sat In on long 
public order techniques, Essex truncheon tralnlng 
Pollce were put forward by the He s a ~ d  "We have a publlc 
Brltish Commonwealth Office order problem In our country 
as the ideal tutors and we are keen to see the latest 

As a result, I g n a t ~ u s  techn~ques 
Canagaretnam, from Colombo, "Our resources are llmlted 
vls~ted a tralning exerclse at and we are Interested In the sys- 
Wethersfield, in whlch the role tem used over here whereby 
of an~mal  r~ghts  actlvlsts was each county has ~ t s  own publlc 
played w~th great enthuaasm by order resources, w h ~ c h  are 
members of Essex P o l ~ c e  pooledtogether~ntheeventofa 
Spec~al Cons~abulary national incldent " 

I 

Medals of 
long service 

AT today's Muster  Parade,  
Chief Cons tab le  John  
B u r r o w  will p r e s e n t  long 
service awards to eight spe- 
cials. 

Medals will be awarded to 
Section Officers Terence Hills 
and Gary Taylor; Beat 
Supervisor Paul Shewbridge 
and Special Constables Ian  
Beatwell, Donna Hindle, 
Richard Legg, Andrew Potter 
and Mark Rowley-Guyon, who 
have each completed nine years' 
service. 

Mr Burrow will present the 
Norman Dooley Trophy to 
Special Constable Michael Reed, 
for his actions in going to the 
assistance of a shopkeeper, who 
was being robbed outside his 
shop. 

Decrease 
The Salter Cup will be pre- 

sented to Basildon for the most 
duties. 

The Special Constabulary of 
Essex Police stood at 690 at the 
end of 1994, compared to 751 in 
the previous year - a decrease of 
8.1 per cent. 

This represents 453 male offi- 
cers and 237 female officers. 

Recruiting, which had been 
suspended in January and 
February, has re-started, with 
application forms being sent to 
those on the waiting list. 

A Home Office advertising 
campaign last year attracted 
more than 500 enquiries from 
men and women wanting to find 
out more about joining the 
Essex specials. 

Ron Wiffen (front row, second from right) stands 

on ceremony with the rest of Brentwood Division 
who were competing against the City of London and 
Southend-on-Sea Borough Specials for the Neville 
Trophy. 

How time 

Police Headquarters may be a familiar SI 

These photos were taken in the 1960s 
competitions. 

Winners of the trophies that year were Ron's division at 

Brentwood. 
The smiles say it all. 
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Learning the language 
DAY ONE. Here I am, suited and booted 
standing in the front office a t  the station. 

Outside it is raining and the weathermen of the Law 
say it is in for the day. 

"Special Constable Shane Bartley, you are 
out today with PC Radford," says the "A" 
shift sergeant. 

Nervous and overwhelmed by it all, I grab 
my holdall and follow the large figure lead- 
ing me through the station to the yard at the 
rear. 

Still raining. I climb gingerly into the car 
and then it st.arts: "Foxtrot Romeo 52 ... FR52 
call VG...". PC Radford asks me to pass him 
the "Main Channel". 

Desperately, I look around to find what 
appears to be a telephone handset. I pass it to 
him and he acknowledges this mysterious 
voice. 

I asked. Steve showed me how to operate the 
radio. 

The message was passed and the world 
was peaceful again. 

Back in the car now and Steve is going 
over the parts of the vehicle - which I can 
now refer to with confidence as a response 
vehicle, with the call-sign Foxtrot Romeo 52. 

The air was thick with letters, numbers, 
half words and abbreviations: "Main channel, 
PNC, PR, 10-8, 10-7, misper .... 

"What happened to 10-4?" I finally ask 
him. A belly laugh, followed by "That 's  
saved for the movies." 

We are moving again, this time towards 

l have changed 
11 W e  are moving. Out into mv town. the East Tilbury along the lanes. "Foxtrot Romeo 

:cials completed the first aid part of the Salter and De Rougement I I 

" 
town I w a s  born in ,  
along familiar streets. 

"FP52, FRSY, this 
t ime  nearer  my e a r ,  
but ,  wish ing  to  be  
he lpfu l  o n  my f i r s t  
day,  I g rab  the  tele-  
phone  handse t  a n d  
offer it awkwardly to 
PC Radford. 

"Call me Steve. and 

- 
52,  FRS2 ..." This was 
the PR thing again. "52 
go ahead." 

"Yeah,  S teve ,  can  
you  c o m e  to  F D  and  
pick up some paperwork 
to  take  back  t o  
FT .... ETA please?' 

Well, I did recognise 
F T  as my own station, 
but where was FD? 

i t ' s  c o m i n g  through FD turned out to be 
your  PR!" Again  he Special Constable Shane nothing more than Grays 
answers the voice. We Bartley looks back at his police station. How was 
a re  moving ,  qu icker  I to know they spelled , 
now. first day with Essex Police with a D.? 

"We're going to a 
crimdam in Chadwell." Well, I understood 
the Chadwell part. 

We arrive in Chadwell, near to the flats, 
only to find that the personls responsible 
have disappeared. 

Out of the car and walking around the 
scene, we find glass from a telephone box 
littering the pathway, but there is no-one 
about. 

"Shane, call FD on your PR and update 
them. We have arrived and there is no-one 
about. The glass from the TK is broken and 
personls unknown have left the scene .... oh, 
and ask who the person reporting was and 
their HA." 

Gulp! OK Shane, think straight. What did 
Steve do earlier? 

P r ~ c c  t h e  c m ~ l l  twitch hililt i n t o  t h i c  

Back in the car  and 
travelling back to Tilbury - sorry FT - more 
encrypted messages emanate from main chan- 
nel and the PRs. 

Back at the station we go into the front 
off ice and one of the SOAs asks for  the 
HORT2 book .... damn, I was just getting the 
hang of the other words. 

Funnily, the HORT2 book has just that 
written on the cover and, after some short 
d i rec t ions  by t h e  S O A  I f ind  the  book .  
Triumph! 

Time is passing and it is nearly the end of 
my first four-hour shift at Tilbury. 

I unclip my PR and return it to the radio 
room, filling out the book that I should have 
filled when I took one out. 

I walk to the specials office and sign on 
and off dutv as I should have done when 1 - . - "  - - - . . . - 

\peaker on m) \boulder and just talk as he first cdme In t h ~ s  nlornlng 1 allo\\ my\elf J 

11- d ~ d .  slou ly dnd clearly b ~ g  s ~ g h  
"FK u n ~ t  trklnn to c'lll, we d ~ d  not under- Well, Spec~dl Con\t,~ble Bdnle\, hou wds 

HIGHLIGHT of the year in the 
Harlow Division was the anti- 
terrorist exercise at Stansted, in 
which the specials were given 
responsibility for outer security 
at the airport. 

This was achieved with help 
from specials from Braintree, 
Thurrock and Basildon 
Divisions. 

It was a busy year opcra- 
tionally with specials from 
Harlow carrying out a wide 
range of duties. 

There is a strong commit- 
ment to beat teams where indi- 
vidual specials team up with 
their own regular beat officer. 

The involvement with beat 
teams has proved to be one of 
the most effective training 
areas. 

Some officers have spe- 
cialised in crime prevention 
work, Neighbourhood Watch, 
Hospital Watch etc, and have 
made a valuable contribution 
to those areas of policing. 

THE biggest division in the 
county - Braintree has adapt- 
ed well to the new structure. 
A system of support  calls 
was devised, involving close 
co-operation between sec- 
tions, with the busiest being 
helped by the less busy. 

This was necessary, sim- 
ply because of the huge dis- 
tances involved in the  

Braintree Division. 
Special Constables have 

been first on the scene a t  a 
number  of serious events 
throughout the year, includ- 
ing a fa ta l  s tabbing a t  
Witham and a large distur- 
bance outside a nightclub in 
Braintree town centre. 

SPECIALS in the Chelmsford 
Division have often found 
themselves in the front line 
during the past year, but two 
incidents stand out especially. 

The first followed reports 
of a burglary at a gun shop. 

The suspects made good 
their escape after threats to kill 
officers including Sc Roberts. 

A man, believed to be the 
suspect was located later that 
evening and confronted by Sc 
Roberts despite previous 
threats to her life. 

In the second incident Beat 
Supervisor Cahill and PC 
Lawrence were confronted by 
a hostile crowd of 100-150 
youths in Braintree. 

BS Cahill twice helped to 
place a violent male prisoner 
into the rear of the police vehi- 
cle, after one escape attempt 
almost succeeded. 

He then helped PC 
Lawrence to put a violent 
female prisoner into the rear of 
his vehicle, during the course 
of which BS Cahill was kicked 

in the groin, punched in the 
face, and bitten on the arm. 

Later he helped with anoth- 
er arrest, during which his right 
hand was stamped on by some- 
one in the crowd. 

FOLLOWING last year's 
reorganisation, the specials 
at  Basildon were relocated 
within the division. 

Officers were transferred 
f rom Basildon DHQ to 
Pitsea and Laindon, under 
their  respective Section 
Officers Collings and 
Lockett. 

Acting Section Officer 
Ley continues hel: sterling 
efforts with an enthusiastic 
team a t  Billericay and  
Wickford. 

Turnover within the divi- 
sion is still a eroblem, 
although a good proportion 
of losses have been to the 
regular force, sadly not all to 
Essex. 

The Divisional strength 
has increased from 49 to 59, 
with a fair number of new 
applicants being processed. 

The level of committment 
by the specials continues to 
be high, with some 7,000 
duties and 29,500 hours  

,being carried out during the 
past year, winning the 
Division the Salter Cup. 

. 
stand your last, please 10-7!" There was the your first day? B-y marvellous! 
voice again and what the hell was a 10-7? I have even started to learn a new lan- - .  

If all else fails, ask. I invented this motto guage. Suddenly, full of self-  ride, I return to 
right there in the rain outside the telephone the front office and book on duty for the next 
box in Chadwell. Steve came over to me and day. More Greek lessons! 

THE traditional role of the 
Special Constable has always 
involved attendance at fetes, 
carnivals and crime prevention 
displays, as well as normal 
patrol duties. 

In recent years, the 
increased demands made upon officers were required to assist 
the regular officer have natu- i n  t h i s  a n d  were 

r a l l y  led to an  increased involved in all areas, including 

reliance on the Special. cxhibit handling, prisoner 

Wi th  the vast majority of escort, searches and, of course, 
Specials on joining the the raids themselves. 

Regular force, this expansion THE past 12 months have 
of responsibilities has been seen a big increase in the use 
most welcome, according to of the Special Constabulary 
AS0 Smith of Thurrock. in the Southend Division. 

With the current public Notable examples include 
order situation at Brightlingsea the important role specials 
and its resultant requirement of have played in many of the 
regular officers, this increased Section/Divisional initiatives. 
demand on the Specials seems For example, assisting in 
set to continue. the high profile policing of 

This is particularly true of Southend seafront; accompa- 
the Thurrock, or South West nying every NB0 on patrol; 
Division. attachment to the Southend 

Many will have heard of the High Street Unit; plain 
highly successful pro-active 
stance taken by this division 
against burglars and dealers in 
both drugs and stolen property. 

The early morning "Rolling 
Thunder" raids which fol- 
lowed, achieved fantastic 
results and received very 
favourable publicity, including 
a Carlton TV documentary 
"Blues in Grays". 

Special Constabulary 

has seen numerous examples 
of courage, initiative and dili- 
gance by individual specials 
in the course of their duties. 

There  a re  too many to 
give details here, but 
Divisional Officer George 
Cook pays special tribute to 
Sc Mario Blackwell and Sc 
Phi1 Burn a t  Westcliff, for 
their  actions in making 
arrests for a whole range of 
offences. 

RAYLEIGH Division, which 
has just celebrated its first 
birthday, has 58 officers, of 
whom eight hold long service 
awards, with another two 
receiving them todav. 

Dear Inspector Lowe, 
Please forgive me for writing 

like this, 
But this matter I feel just 

can't go amiss. 
It's regarding your specials, 

who knock on our door, 
They are a welcoming sight 

for sure! 
One's called Mel, the other 

one's Ray, ' 

That one's always got plenty 
to say! 

They are there when we need 
them, 

They are there when it's late, 
In fact I call them my very 

best mate! 
duties to reduce bur- Divisional officer Trowers They make me feel safe when -> 

glaries, especially in the 
Westcliff Section; helping the said: "The last year has been a I lock up at  night, 

~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  u n i t  to  reduce busy and difficult year, and I Without them my job 

under-age drinking problems can only thank the help and be such a plight. 

and enhanced attachments to suooort I have received." So come on Inspector, hear 
a B 

Regular Officers' shifts. what I say, 
As an indication of how 

All these activities have All credit is due to our Mel 
brought with them a big popular the SpecialS have  

and our Ray! 
increase in administrative become in the Division, From (Mrs) Sue Harris, 
and welfare matters Rayleigh has submitted the fol- 

C,O Sonerfield petrol station, 
As in past Years, this year lowing poem from an admirer. Canvey. 
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I l Walking the 
l 
l Essex Way 

TWELVE Special 
Constables from across the 
county are setting out to 
walk the Essex Way, to raise 
f 10,000 for local charities. 

Led by Specials 
Commandant Tom Rogers 
and Southend Divisional 
Officel- George Cook, the 
daring dozen will leave 
Epping railway station on 
Friday, May 19th and trek 
the 83 miles to Harwich 
over the next six days, arriv- 
ing footsore but triumphant 
on Wednesday, May 24. 

Said DO Cook: "We 
have done walks before, but 
we've never tackled any- 
thing this distance." 

I t  is hoped that Deputy 
Chief Constable James 
Dickinson, or Assistant 
Chief Constable 
(Operations) Geoffrey 
Markham, or both, will be 
joining the @ecials for part 
of their journey. 

The cash raised will be 
split between the Malcolm 
Sergeant Home, at Clacton 
and the Cerebral Palsy 
(Thurrock) Association. 

Sponsors are still wel- - come and anyone wanting to 
support the Specials in this 
way should contact George 
Cook on Southend (01702) 
471 132 or612016. 

S P E C I A L  Constabulary Commandant  
T o m  R o d g e r s  w a s  "over  t h e  moon"  
when he learned that he had been award- 
ed  the M B E  in the New Year's Honours 
this year. 

He was first alerted to the award when 
the local media began phoning him for 
interviews,  bu t  then received official 
confirmation in a letter f rom Downing 
Street. 

'Over the moon' 
H e  joked: "It was such an official-lok- 

ing envelope at  first I thought it was the 

tax man after me!" 

The 65-year-old retired police officer 

has carried out his voluntary role as head 

of the Specials for five years and said he 

was delighted by the honour. 

But  with typical modesty, Tom said 

that the 700 volunteers under his com- 
mand should take much of the credit for 

this official recognition. 

Tom, who lives in Southend, is mar- 

ried to  Betty and has two children. His 

s o n  is  a se rv ing  Met ropol i t an  Pol ice 

officer. 

Constable who foils baker's robbery is awarded trophy 

Off-duty officer 
uses his loaf 

TACKLING a violent robber while off duty The incident occurred as Mr Grout was locking up his 

has lead to special constable ~ i ~ h ~ ~ l  ~~~d premisesin the early evening of Thursday, February 9. 
He was approached by a man in his 20s, who demand- 

being - awarded - -  the . Norman Torphy9 ed the keys and told Mr Grout that unless he handed 
writes Norman Hicks. them over he would be "cut from his ear to his mouth". 

Sc Reed rushed to the aid of baker Giles Grout as  Another man allegedly appeared at the scene and a 

- Essex Special Constabulary 

ANNUAL 
PARADE 

Sunday, May 14,1995 
held at 

Essex Police Training Centre, 
Headquarters, Chelmsford 

Proqramme 
I l a m  Guests seated 

Parade Fall In 
11 . l  5am lnspecting Officer arrives (General Salute) 

Inspection by Division 
Presentation of Long Service Awards 
Presentation of Norman Dooley Trophy 
Presentation of Salter Cup 
Address by the Commandant 
Address by the Chief Constable 
National Anthem 

12.30pm Lunch 

Inspecting Officer: The Chief Constable, Mr John 
Burrow. 
Commandant: Mr Tom W. Rodgers MBE. 
Parade Marshall: Sc Eric Todd. 
The Essex Police Band will be playing during the 
parade. 

h e  w a s  b e i n g  a t tacked  ou ts ide  h i s  H i g h  R o a d ,  

Benfleet shop. 

man arrived and Sc Reed, 
fearing for his safety, 
called for assistance from 
other police officers who 
had also arrived at the 
scene. 

Returning to where he 
had left his handcuffed 
suspect, Sc Reed discov- 
ered that he had made his 
escape. A second man was 
taken into custody. 

fight ensued, during which an alarm sounded. Sc Reed, 
who was shopping nearby, heard the noise and ran to 
help the shopkeeper. 

Michael showed his warrant card and was told by Mr 
Grout what had happened. As Sc Reed tried to arrest one 
suspect, he ran off, with Michael in hot pursuit. 

SC Reed caught up with his quarry, but he escaped 
again when he slipped out of his jacket as Michael 
grabbed hold of it. 

The chase continued and eventually Sc Reed brought 
his man to the ground and handcuffed him. 

The man continued to struggle, kicking out violently 
and bruising Michael's back. 

At this point a second 

Apprehended 
Another man believed 

to be his accomplice was 
arrested two days later in 
Basildon and was charged 
with several offences, 
including attempted rob- 
bery, assault,  theft and 
criminal damage. 

Said WDC Bridewell, 
in recommending SC 
Reed for  his award: 
"There is no doubt in my 
mind that neither of these 
persons would have been 
apprehended if it had not 

IN the week when the Government launched 

its Partners Against Crime initiative, Prime 

Minister John Major seized the chance to be 

pictured with Beat Supervisors Chris Gould 

and Mick Turrell, of the Essex Specials. 

The Harlow-based officers were on duty at 

Stansted Airport for  Mr  Major's visit in 

September, when he presented a gift to the one 

millionth Air UK passenger using the airport in 
1994. 

Although his Cambridgeshire constituency is 
nnlv iust down the " ,.I 

M 1 1 from Stansted, 

it was the first visit 

the Prime Minister 

had been able to 

make to see the air- 

port's new terminal. 

The visit came 

two days after the 

launch of Partners in 

Crime, which is 

designed to promote 

the Special 

C o n s t a b u l a r y ,  

N e i g h b o u r h o o d  

Watch and 

Streetwatch. 

Prime Minister 
John Major with 
Beat Supervisors 
Chris Gould and 
Mick Turrell. 
Picture courtesy 
of Stansted 
Airport Ud. 

tenacity shown by Special 
Constable Reed. Even 
though he thought the sus- 
pect had a knife, he pur- 
sued him until he arrested 
him and handcuffed him." 

bkkn for the courage and 11 '1 
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rgerprints 

sex Police is lucky enough to have one of only three Periphery cameras. 

L day in the life of a SOCO officer 
<E collectors of evidence." weekend. 
says Stephen Armson-Smith, a DC with Chelmsford Forensic, fingerprints and photography, SOCO's trinity, 
or eight years, who is to be my guide for a day with the but for our first incident it will be Stephen's skills with a 
ment. camera that are needed. 
tside in New Street it's snowing "no good for finger- A fatal RTA somewhere near Finchingfield and the 
everything will be wet" - as we swallow a quick coffee response car wants TIU and SOC to map and record the evi- 
)rt out the IRIS incidents from a fairly quiet Spring dence for the Coroner, as they do for all road accidents 

involving a death. 

e launched This one's a bit different though. 
An elderly man has suffered a heart attack while riding his 

bicycle along a country back lane and has been found lying in 
NA samples from Essex Police will be frozen and the road, with his machine on top of him. There is a mark on 
:n to the database headquarters in Birmingham on a the soft grass verge left by a bicycle tyre. 

:kly basis. People who are convicted of a valid "Better get one of the skid mark, just in case," says 

rice will be entered onto the system for life, anyone Stephen, focusing his camera. And he's not really joking. 
If the post mortem shows that the victim did not die of nat- 

has been acqui t ted  have  the i r  records ural causes, but was knocked off his machine by another 
.royed. vehicle, it becomes a criminal investigation. 
.ny scene of crime where bodily fluid has been shed Our next job is at Bocking, where a lonyload of second- 
lld be suitable for DNA analysis to see if a match hand furniture has been stolen over the weekend. This time it 
be found. is fingerprint and forensic evidence 
hief Inspector, Trevor Crosby from Headquarters The cab and interior are dusted for prints. Not much there, 

nes of c r i m e  G ' ~ t 3 s  an investment for the but there could be a print on the inside of the alarm control 

Ire with the potential to detect various offences in box On the dashboard. 
The box, already wrecked by the thieves is carefully 

S rather than months. It's the biggest advancement 
removed by Stephen for taking back to Chelmsford, where 

orensic work since the discovery of DNA 10 years other techniques are available for isolating 
Samples of paint are taken from the yard gates, rammed by 

A DATE has finally been set for the Initially the workload will seem 

new hieh-tech criminal record svs- increase.d. Each officer will need to com- 

lontracted out 
for Humberside back in 1993 it was not 

ut its teething problems and the media were 
critical of the service being provided after a 

er of prisoner escapes. 
Peter Blois is confident there will not be a 

r situation. He explained: "They did have some 
ublicity and they would be the first to admit 
hey made ~h~~ are, however, far 
professional now and I do not anticipate any 
:ms." 
orking party, headed by Supt Blois, has been 
ished to ensure the Essex phase comes on line 
hly. This group has produced an operational 
and guidelines document which should be fed 
to officers. 
lowever, officers have any particular concerns 
mments they can contact Mr Blois via the 
mation Room. 

., 
tern, Phoenix, to go live - May 22. 

Although the setting up of the system 
has not been without it's teething prob- 
lems, the benefits to operational officers 
will, without a doubt, increase. 

At the touch of a button, the system 

the thieves in the victim's own Transit van, used as the get- 
away vehicle. 

The van has been found on a nearby housing estate and we 
go there next to check the vehicle for evidence. 

Nothing there, but as we get back into the white Escort van 
we hear Braintree control xeporting suspicious activity near a 
stolen vehicle! "A long-haired youth in a Metro and two older 
men in a white van ....." Yes, it was us. 

We head for Braintree HQ to collect some drugs and to see 
where SOCO~s A division branch will be located. 

Back to Chelmsford, then off again to South Woodhm 
Ferrers, this time with DC Mark Wojcik, another SOC stal- 
wart. 

Burglary of a private house while the'owners were away in 
Paris for the weekend. CID will record that when they inter- 
view the householders. Our job is to gather evidence to help 
them track down the culprits. But we don't have much luck. 
The culprit(s) used gloves. 

Paint from the point of entry window is sliced off and kept 
for future reference. If the culprit is found and traces of paint 
are found in his clothing, then the control sample taken from 
the scene could help get a conviction. 

Back to Chelmsford and an idea of the jobs they do. 
Murders, train jumpers, break-ins, fatal RTAs, robberies .... in 
fact any serious crime where the evidence collectors can play 
their part in tracking down the 

will provide, not only more description 
of a suspect, but also information not 
previously available such as bail condi- 
tions, nicknames, known associates etc. 

Most Forces will directly link in to 
Phoenix, however, Essex, along with a 
dozen others, have taken a slightly dif- 
ferent route. 

It was felt within Essex that there was 
a need to replace the existing CID 
Admin, custody and DPU systems. This 
was done by expanding the 
Photographic Image Retrieval System 
(PIRS) allowing Essex to send informa- 
tion to Phoenix electronically, thereby 
reducing a lot of extra work. 

More than 100 ICD terminals have 
already been installed around the county 
ready for May 22 and training has been 
on-going since earlier this year. 

New faces in 

plete a six-page document with details of 
the suspect, offence, court information 
etc, but obviously the more detailed the 
information the greater the advantage of 
Phoenix in future years. 

The document will ask for firearms 
checks. details of scars. tattoos and anv 
habits or mannerisms which may lead to 
identification in future o r  unsolved 
crimes. 

Working with new technology is never 
without it's problems and Det Supt Jim 
Noakes, who has overseen the project, 
explained: "It has been a challenging 
process in which I T  have worked 
extremely hard alongside SISC and 
Sams Systems in its development. Now 
all that is left to do is to encourage peo- 
ple -to do their best, to try hard and to 
make it work for them." 

There is a 10-minute video available at 
each station, each officer should have 
received a pocket-size information card 
and posters and leaflets have been issued 

' 

throughout the Force. Anyone, however, 
who has any questions about the system 
should contact the Helpline on 52951. 

IT'S all c h a n g e  i n  t h e  HQ P r e s s  I ..+ 

Office  as t w o  new mem- 
bers o f  s t a f f  join t h e  
departmc 

Norma 
:nt this month. 
n Hicks, (44) j o  

t he  se rv ice  f r o m  Essex  
County Newspapers where he m 
was Assistant Group  News 
Ed i to r  r e spons ib le  f o r  t he  

l 
Colchester Evening Gazette. 
Married with two daughters he 
l ives  in Wi tham and  i s  
President of  the  local Lions  
Club. 

Nina Stratford (39), jumps Norrnan n'CKS incidents and currently 
from one emergency service to regularly at Brightlingsea, they will 
another. Nina spent three years with the also join the team responsible for produc- 
Essex County Fire and Rescue Service as ing The Law. 
Press and Public Relations Officer. She is The two posts became available after Sgt 
married with two  children and lives in Mick Davies transferred to Complaints and 
Chelmsford. Discipline and Jenny Grinter was promoted 

Both new officers will be seen at major to head the department. 

T W O  new faces  will  b e  
appearing on video moni- 
t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  E s s e x  
P o l i c e .  P h i l i p  
Kench ing ton  (23 )  jo ins  

the,  magazine Phi l ip  Kenchington a n d  Jo Cur t i s  join the  
programme, Focus, as co- 

Force TV unit. 
producer. 

He has  just finished studying drama, H e r  f i r s t  t a sk  i s  t o  p r o d u c e  a pro-  
f i lm  a n d  te levis ion a t  t he  Un ive r s i ty  gramme for police in Cyprus on how w e  
College in York and says he is thrilled to u s e  s y m p a t h e t i c  i n t e r v i e w  s u i t e s  i n  
be joining the programme. Essex. Jo, who  lives in Leigh-On-Sea 

J o  Cur t is  (28)  jo ins  t o  produce and  previously worked for the Customs and 
direct all the other programmes made by Excise Audio Visual Unit at  Southend. 
the Headquarters based T V  Unit. 
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Paddle power 
IF canoeing the length of 
England wasn't enough, this 
year a group of Essex police 
officers will paddle all the 
way from Switzerland to 
Southend-on-Sea. 

This is the final of three 
projects undertaken by the 
team who have also trav- 
elled the length of the 
Thames. Their efforts have 
raised in excess of £20,000 
for charity. 

The European event 
begins on June 2, in Basle, 
Switzerland, with the team 
of six (three officers, three 
civilian) making their way 
through Germany, along the 
River Rhine, round the 
Dutch, Belgium and French 
coast arriving at Calais 
some 14 days later. 

From here, weather per- 
mitting, the team will cross 
the English Channel and 

Top funding for camera trials 
CLOSED circuit television is L o c a l  b u s i n e s s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  And with a police/population ratio Essex has already seen the success of 

to be installed in Chelmsford almost doubled this sum with their well below the national average for such CCTV with another trial carried out in 

own contributions. a wide area the need for crime preven- the Brentwood area. 
after it won the highest aim of the scheme lis to prevent tion initiatives has increased. The system went live in April last year 

available Home Office grant. crime, creating an environment in Targeted for  the scheme is  Duke and a six month evaluation of crime sta- 

The borough council, police people are confident to live, work and Street, High Street and Moulsham Street tistics saw an overall reduction of 39.5 

visit, day or night. and surrounding areas, along with pin- per cent. Non-dwelling burglaries was 
and Chamber Of Commerce sub- 

~~~i~~ the submission of the bid, pointed subways. the biggest success with a 68 per cent 
mitted a bid last year, and while ~ i ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  commander, superintendant The contract is currently out to tender decrease, while theft of and from vehi- 

107 places were successful ,  ~~b ward ,  explained: "crime on the and completion is expected in the latter cles, criminal damage, assaults and 

nationally, only a handful  were beats covering the town centre is high, pmof this year. shoplifting all fell. 

running on a rolling 12 months at 2,760 Harlow was also successful in a simi- Also in that period a total of 35 arrests 
g r a n t e d  t h e  t o p  f u n d i n g  o f  offinces, or over 30 per cent of all crime lar bid, securingE50,000 from the Home were found to be directly attributable to 
& 100,000.  on my division." Office towards its scheme. the cameras. 

Minister launches major new crime initiative 
. i r r ~ \  :I[ R.II~I,~:I[c l r J \  cl- 
I1119 : I ~ I I L I I I ~  I I I Z  K t n ~  L.UJ\I  

HXKDMADE cuddl) p~unila'i are the lat- De\,eloped to reco_gni.;e members of the ,,, S llr.I,J ,or H! C\(  a\\,ard% ior cracking doun on crime as public who make a positive contribution Jolly hockeysti l l n , e  tllr.! \, hJ\ ;I net+' m;~jor ini[i:rti\,e I \  launched. to prc\cntion or detection of crime, it M a'i 

: :II~,I,v~ , o I ~ ?  1 'OO I I ~ I ~ , ~ ,  
P i  Panda i h  a co~iirnu~l~ty crime p1.evt.n- ot'ficially launched by David Maclean. 

I' stantial contribution to academic research." 

- -. . . - - . . . . . - . , - v v . . . . . - . . . 
P a d d l i n g  i n  th ree  two-  tion award scheme, devised Uttlesford Minister of State for the Home Office. 

sea k a y a k s  the  team District Council leader, Robert Chambers. Administered by Essex Police and 

will have ;I support crew of sponsored by Royal Mail Anglia, it will 
four  pol ice  and a Crackdown On cover the whole of the district with pre- 
member of the Territorial sentations every three months at Saffron 

Army Logistics Corps. Walden Police Station. 
The benefactors of this coastline crime Mr Chambers explained: "We hope that 

event will be the British this scheme will help raise the profile of 
Red Cross, Essex Branch, 

'OASTLINE crime received a higher our Neighbourhood Watch scheme and 
which this year celebrates 

profile (Wednesday) when a new provide some tangible means of giving 
its 125th anniversary. Freephone number was recognition to members of the public." 

On May 2 1, in order to launched. First to receive awards were David Hill 
raise funds for Police, immigration officials and cus- and his two sones, James and Andrew, 
the charity, the team will toms and excise officers combined for who were responsible for helping prevent 
conduct a collection day i n  the event which gives greater assistance a burglary. Also awarded was Katie 
the central atrium of to anyone spotting anything SUSP~C~OUS Rushton, aged 8, who spotted a man act- 
Lakeside Shopping Centre. along the East Anglian coast or on ing suspiciousiy and gave his registration 

The team consists of Pc small airfields. number to her mother. The number was 
Spud Edwards (HQ), DS At the launch, in Norfolk, the three traced and the car found to be stolen. 
Chris Hadley (Grays), Pc organisations outlined to the media Crime Prevention officer for Saffron 
Pete Gerard (Grays), Kevin how they are fighting the importation Walden, Pc Peter Caulfield, said: "It has 
Dann, Doug Parsons and of drugs, the threat of terrorism and been developed to appeal to adults and 
Pete Clapp. The back-up the facilitation of illegal imigrants. children alike. We will welcome nomina- 
crew are Pc Peter Dean Posters are already in place in key tions from anyone about anyone. We are 
(Grays), DC Steve Hunt areas such as marinas, coastguard sta- not just looking for heroes. Whether it is 
(Grays), Dc Adrian Sharpe tions, village halls and police stations someone who has foiled a burglary or 
(Tilbury) and Supt Dennis bearing the new number - 0800 595000. who phoned the police with details of a 
Shephard (HQ). - which will be available 24 hours each suspicious vehicle - any information will 

day. be gratefully received." 

Win a day of fun and adventure 
YOU c a n  see the  amazing All  American In addition Thorpe Park have just spent 
Stunt Dive Team perform a death-defying E2.5m on two new fungle jungle adventures 

l e a p  f r o m  a n e r v e - t i n g l i n g  8 5 f t  i n  t h e  in Ranger Country with exciting live shows. 
In a lush and leafy jungle giant pop-up story Hollywood Jungle Adventure, if you're 

books the legend of the Rangers in 3D. lucky enough  to b e  the  winner  o f  this 
a show will keep the children 

month's competition. 
entranced with its magic. 

The Law in association with Thorpe Park 
For all the family is the unique stunt 

is giving away four family tickets to the dive, sponsored by Konica and awash 
famous theme park. with comic aerobatics. The highest most 

The first four names drawn from a hat can spectacular dive in the UK into just 10 

Lambert and Vicki Bennett. 

DRESSING up in gymslips to sell cof- Pc Yvonne Taylor, June Lambert, 
fee and cakes led many an oficer at Vicki Bennett and Pc Laurie Pipe dis- 
Southend to dig deep into their pock- carded their usual attire for a slightly 
ets for charity. younger image. 

A grand total o f f  134 was donated The goodies they sold were all pro- 
to Comic Relief when Michelle Green, vided by staff on division. 

take their families (four persons) to spend an feet of water, it is higher than the top 
entire day of fun and adventure in the heart of cliff in Acapulco, the equivilant of six Winner 

double decker buses. Surrey. THE lucky winner of a 
To win simply put your name, address 
and telephone number on a postcard cruise to one of three 

ddressed to Thorpe Park European destinations 
Prize Draw, and is DebOra Truman, 

who works in the 
Headquarters PNC 
Bureau. 

The Law, PO Box 2, The competition, run 
Springfield, Chelmsford, CM2 in the March edition of 

6DA.Anyone, not wishing to enter or not The Law, was supplied 
Other attractions include Loggers Leap, Depth lucky enough to be drawn out can contact the Thorpe 

Charge, Thunder River, the Flying Fish and more. courtesy o f 
Park Showdate Hotline on 01932 562633. 

Scandinavian Seawavs. 

An insight 
into s'tress 

OVER 600 police officers responded to a ques- 
tionnaireaboutstresssentoutbyEssexofficer, 
Jenny Mitchell-Gibbs. 

The information gleaned from the question- 
naires will be used for a psychology degree 
which the inspector is working towards. 

She admits the findings from the question- 
naires had proven extremely interesting. 

She said: "I'm very grateful to all who filled in 
and sent back forms they have provided a sub- 
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Documents go I 
on show 

MEMBERS of the public 
can now read what polic- 
ing services, standards and 

Ivy and the icebreakers 

Constable and supported by I mined to continue the trend. 

commitment they should 
expect from Essex Police 
in two documents pub- 
lished this month. 

The Long Term P h n ,  pro- 
duced by  the Chief 

the Police Authority, is a 
nine page brochure which 
provides a blueprint for the 
future policing in the coun- 
ty. 

It clearly spells out our 

BURGLARS across Essex were targeted 
recently when two major police opera- 
tions uncovered thousands of pounds of 
believed stolen property. Figures for 
burglaries in Essex have shown a steady 
fall in recent years and officers are deter- freeze burglaries 

priorities in all areas of 
policing and outlines the 
work which needs to be 
done to take the Force into 
the next century. 

The Local Policing Plan 
is produced by the newly 
appointed Police Authority 
and acts as a watchdog to 
monitor how Essex Police is 
performing. 

It informs the community 
what standards they should 
expect, sets our targets for 
the year, and will eventually 
publish performance results. 

The 25 page plan also 
gives a breakdown of how 
the annual budget is expect- 
ed to be allocated during the 
forthcoming year. 

The document acts as an 
agreement hetween the 

Harlow Police swung into action with 
Operation Icebreaker on March 29. The 
carefully planned initiative, targeted active 
burglars, not only within the area, but also 
on those criminals who travel to Essex to 
commit crime. 

A team of 70 officers swooped on premis- 
es and executed over a dozen search war- 
rants in Harlow, Brentwood, Epping and 
Ongar. Other raids took place in London 
and Norfolk. 

Property recovered included, hi-fi's, car 
radio's, mobile phones and weapons such as 
swords, knives and an imitation revolver. 

Two of the more unusual items recovered 
were an old Bible, measuring 18 inches in 
height and an old brass chess set. 

Nearly 40 people had been arrested by the 
end of the day. 

In Southend a similar number of arrests 
took place on April 2, after a series of suc- 
cessful raids under the codename Operation 
Ivy. 

Here, 250 officers took part in dawn raids 
on over 40 homes in the Southend area. 
The operation had been planned over sever- 

Detective Chief Inspector Steve Reynolds in the 'Aladdins Cave'. Picture courtesy of 
the Evening Echo. 

Conditions of 
bail change 

A DEFENDANT regular- 
ly reporting to a police 
station has long been a 
condition of bail issued by 
the courts. 

But research into the 
condition has shown its 
cost exceeds its value, 
which is why Essex Police 
have made moves to 
change the system. 

Officers should note 
that they should now only 
request this condition in 
court if the attendance of a 
defendant at a police sta- 
tion at a particular time "is 
likely to prevent the com- 
mission of an offence". 

This change should 
especially be noted in the 
light of the recent " ~ ~~~- - ~ .  . . . - .~. ...- 

Police Authority and Chief 
constable to what standards 
and priorities Essex Police 

al months in an attempt to rid the division as Ciiminal Justice and 
having the worst figures for burglary in the Let IS it the best ever Public Order ~ c t  which county. allows custody sergeants 

intends to provide. 
Copies of the plans have 

been sent to all departmen- 
tal and d iv i s io~a l  supervi- 
sors. Members of the pub- 
lic can view copies at 
libraries or at police sta- 
tions. 

Each division and depart- 
merit have just completed 
their own long term plans 
which support both the 
Long Term and Local 
Policing plans. 

Again thousands of pounds worth of hi-fi to attach conditions prior 
equipment, televisions and videos were ORGANISERS of the 1995 Essex Police great day out for the family with all the old to court appearances. 
recovered and placed in a room which Funday are aiming to beat last years charity favourite attractions people have to come expect 
resembled an Aladdins cave by the end of fund-raising target and hit the £40,000 barrier. over the years." 
the day, Proceeds from the 1994 event raised £36,000 As usual there will be the free park and ride Quality of files 

Operation Icebreaker boss, Det Chief and if the target is reached this year, a total of scheme available with special buses taking peo- is improving 
Inspector Steve Rey nolds said: "I am f300,000 will have been raised in the events ple right to the event site at Police Headquarters. 
delighted with the result of the raids. We nine yearrun. Among the many side stalls will be a second- THE quality of evidence 
have recovered an incredible amount of But help is desperately needed for the dream hand book stall, anyone who would like to files submitted to the CPS 
Property that we  have good reason to to come true on Sunday 9 July. Once again vol- donate books should contact Wendy Holden on has risen, according to 
believe has been stolen from local homes. unteers are needed to help run all the many side extension 51510. Any other offers of help will results of its Service 

"Southend will no longer be the soft shows and attractions. be gratefully received - please ring either David Delivery Standard annual 
option for burglars." to benefit include The Little Havens Bright at Basildon Police Station on ext. 40007 review. 

Children's Hospice at Southend, the baby care Or Dick Madden at HQ 'ID ext. 52002. In 1993 70.9 per Cent of 
group BLISS, and Essex Homes for Elderly Last year's popular Band Concert at the Cliffs files were deemed to be 
Blind People. Each division will also nominate Pavilion in Southend contributed significantly to acceptable, 74.2 of which 

last years Funday total. This year's concert will were presented on time to their own individual charities. 
again feature the Royal Marines and The Essex the CPS. The at 10'OOam and Police Band on Wednesday 22 November. In July last year a per- through until 6.pm - Entrance for adults is by Tickets from Wendy Hoiden ext.51510. 

programme (El  beforehand or £ 1.50 on the gate) formance indicator was 

children and OAP's come in for free. introduced to monitor the 

After last year's popular introduction of live- Hitch free switch system and as a result 77 

stock and rare breeds to the event, the theme will per cent of files are now of 

once again be continued this year with every- BT and Essex Police Systems Support staff acceptable quality, with 

thing from Owls to Shetland Ponies. A spectac- successfully switched over 3000 internal tele- 74.4 on time, 
phone extensions to new numbers earlier this should be noted that a ular staged display featuring the Force Support 
month. 

Unit is also planned, giving people an insight dip sample provided by 
The mammoth task which involved chang- the CPS in the same year into their often dan erous work. 

Organiser, Det fnsp Dave Bright said, "As ing Over 'l1 'ld 'gure extensions to live produced even greater 
usual the object of the day is for people to have a figures went according to Chris results with 82.3 per cent 
good time and to raise lots of money. It's a from HQ 'Vtems Support. of acceptable files, 84.7 

BARNABY, the minature back home. 
Shetland, has been reunited with An ecstatic owner, who wishes 
his owners five years after being to remain anonymous, puts a lot 
stolen, thanks to the Essex of the success down to the securi- 
~o;sewatch scheme. ty marking. 

The pony was snatched from a She said: "I gave up branding 
field in Hertfordshire when he my horses because I didn't think 
was just a few months old, and it worked but this shows that it's 
despite having a freeze mark, all worth every penny. 
hopes of him being recovered "I still think it's unbelievable. I 
had gradually been dashed. was convinced he was still alive 

But earlier this month Essex but never thought I would ever 
Police received information that see him again." 
Barnaby was in Basildon and So far no arrests have been 

AlexandFrancescawelcomebackBarnab~alongwith with a lit t le help from the m a d e i n c o n n e c t i o n  with the 
Sgt Paul Hemmings of the Mounted Section. Mounted Section he was soon theft. 

engineers were per cent of which were on 
placed in all divisions time, 
and within the Space of ~ l t h ~ ~ ~ h  the results 
just a few hours all the have been based on limit- 
numbers had been suc- ed informat ion they do 
cessfully changed with show that performance is 
no major problems," he improving. 
said. 

Working dog needed 
FELLOW police force Swindon is on the lookout 
for a new dog. 

The German Shepherd needs to be aged 
between 10 months and 18 months and is 
required for a course beginning on May 9. 

If anyone can help they should contact Pc 
England on 01793 528111. 
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by Fred Dyson 

A TOTAL of 40 members, wives a n d  friends 
arrended a meeting on Friday 10th March at Police 
HQ's  to listen t o  a talk by Mr Dennis Hance, a 
nlcmber of the National Trust. 

We are shown coloured slides of beautiful gar- 
dens and buildings which they help to preserve 
throughout the country. 

The meeting ended with our Chairman Roger 
giv~ne a vote of thanks to Mr Hance for giving a 
very interesting talk. on the work of the National 
Trust. 
THE Annual General Meeting of No.10 Region 
was held at Police HQ's on Friday 17th March 
with Roy Hansen taking the chair. It was a 
very poor turn out with only 15 voting mem- 
bers being present, out of a total of 687 mem- 
bers in the whole Region. 

Those members of the present Committee 
agreed to stand again and were re-elected. 

Other matters were dealt with and the date of 
the next A.G.M. has been fixed for the 15th 
March, 1996 at Colchester Police Station. 

After the meeting was closed, those members 
that were present, some with their wives 
enjoyed a very nice buffet that had been pre- 
pared by the Secretary's wife, Shirley 
Stanbury. 

Forthcoming events 
May 19 to 21 - Visit to Brugge - FULL 
Friday June 23 - Visit to Newmarket Races 
Sunday July 2 - Walking tour of Saffron Walden, 
followed by a meal. 

Comrades' buffet 
MEMBERS of the Comrades' Association are 
reminded that the Spring Buffet will be taking 
place on Saturday, May 6 in the canteen at Police 
Headquarters, Chelmsford. 

The bar will be open from 1 1.30am and food is 
at Ipm. This is the opportunity, not only for mem- 
bers to attend, but also to take partners and guests 
in order to renew old friendships and make new in 
convivial surroundings. 

The cost is £9 each and bookings should be 
made through Secretary Dave Jones. 

ing staff to Essex Cleaning 
Services on April l ,  a buffet 
party took place in the HQ bar. 

Estates manager Cliff 
Collings presented a bouquet, 
card and cheque to Mavis 
Lowe, who retired from the 
cleaning team on March 31, 
after 12 years' service. 

Mrs Lowe said she was look- 
ing forward to spending more 
time with her husband, who is 
also retired, but said she would 
miss working with her col- 
leagues, who she described as a 
very friendly team. 

"I won't miss getting up at 20 

appears to indicate that it may be pos- for the Granada Studios Tour is fill- 

spouse for maintenance under the left, so if anyone is still thinking 
Matrimonial Causes Act 1972 if the about coming along let me know as 

supervisor Doreen Drain. soon as possible. Looks like being a 
A spouse has been taken into resi- really good weekend. Mrs Drain was not able to dential care. The pension of the per- DISCOUNTS are available for attend the party, but will also son in care and the remaining spouse NARPO members on electrical items 

receive a card, flowers and is left with little or no income. 
The outcome, if successful would from City Electrical Factors which is 

of a court order would be treated as the Park Industrial Estate, Chelmsford. 
all the cleaning staff and said 

income of the remaining spouse and Anyone who is thinking of doing 

hopefully prove to be a seam- members who find themselves in this equipment, please contact Tim 
position I would be grateful if you Garlings on 01245 461994 who will be 
could contact me on 0 1245 353541. assisting you 

Retirements 
ESSEX Police extends its 
good wishes to the follow- 
ing officers and supporl 
staff who are retiring: 

Det ChIInsp Roger 
Eason, Chelmsford, 30 
years (12.3.95). 

ChIInsp Paul Adams, 
HQ Vehicle Fleet, 25 
years (30.4.95). 

Sgt David Matthams, 
Braintree, 30 years 
(30.4.95). 

Sgt John McGowan, 
Basildon, 30 years 
(1 8.4.95). 

Sgt John Surgenor, 
Stansted Airport, 3 1 years 
(30.4.95). 

DC Colin Campbell- 
Muir, HQ CDU, 30 years 
(4.4.95). 

Pc Donald Davies, 
Brentwood Traffic, 31 
years (3 1.3.95). 

Pc Alan Gepp, 
Corringham, 25 years 
( 15.4.95). 

Pc Michael Clarke, 
Kelvedon, 33 years 
(30.4.95). 

Mrs  Clayon, Typist, 
Harlow Traffic, 20 years 
(19.3.95). 

Mrs  W. Lucking, 
Cleaner, HQ Admin, 7 
years (26.3.95) 

Obituaries 
ESSEX Police extends its 

3 BED semi ,  Great  
wakering.  Double  
glazed, gas central heat- 
ing, garage, convenient 
locat ion,  £49,995.  
Contact Paul Gridley on 
01702 217766 or 01245 
45291 8. 
BADGES. Breaking up 
large col lec t ion of 
police badges, insignia 
and memorabi l ia ,  
British, Colonial  and  
foreign.  From 50p  to 
£50. Contact  01622  
758043. 
BMW K 100LT motor- 
cycle 1990 'H' for sale. 
New tyres,  fully ser -  

viced, very good condi- 
tion, low mileage, gen- 
u ine  reason f o r  sa le ,  
£5,250 ovno. Contact 
01 277 624306. 
BROOMFIELD - two 
bed terraced house, off- 
road parking fo r  two 
vehicles.  Full central  
heating, fitted kitchen, 
ca rpe t s  to remain ,  
£58,000 ono. Contact 
Roy o r  Chr is t ine  on  
0 1 245 440506. 
CITREON ZX Aura  
diesel ,  K reg,  50 ,000 
miles, electric windows, 
sunroof etc, excellent 
condition, full service 
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history, £5,950. Contact 
Supt  Allan Taplin on 
01245 491491. 
C O R N W A L L ,  
Polperro. Chalet, sleeps 
415, heated indoor and 
outdoor pools, club, all 
fac i l i t ies ,  fully 
equipped, £60 to £200 
per week. Contact Craig 
Bailey on  01279  
653570 o r  01279  
75760 1. 
DINING table, round, 
smoked glass top, four 
chai rs ,  tubular  steel ,  
brownlbeige covering, 
£45.  Contact  Angela  
Biggart  on  0 1245 
268783 o r  01245  
49149 1, Ednet 54326. 
EDEN lean-to green- 
house, 12ft long, good 
condit ion,  buyer dis-  
mantles,  full instruc- 
t ions suppl ied .  Any 
offers. Contact Angela 
s i g g a r t  on 0 1245 
268783 o r  01245  
491491, Ednet 54326. 
GAME gear  as new. 
All boxed with three 
games ,  Wonderboy,  
Coloums and Bar t  
Simpson, with adaptor, 
fo r  only  £45 ono.  
Contact  Sgt Thornton 
on 01 277 632635. 
FLAT fo r  rent ,  

Springfield area, near 
town centre. Fully fur- 
nished, includes wash- 
ing  machine,, f r idge  
f reezer  e tc .  Recent ly  
redecorated in first class 
condit ion.References 
required for long term 
let, non-smokers only, 
£275pcm. Contact H.A. 
Norman on 01245  
49149 1, Ednet 53201. 
FOR sale.  Rover  
216SE, blue, 'D' reg, 
1987, one years MOT, 
five months tax, high 
mileage hence £ 1,100 
ono. Good condition for 
age .  Contact  01245  
469397 after 7pm. 
FOR sale. Fiat Panda 
1 OOOCL, 1988, immacu- 
la te  condit ion,  low 
mileage,  full  service  
history, lady owner, 12 
months tax and MOT, 
recent full  service ,  
£1,350. Contact  Insp  
Norman on 53201. 
FRENCH cot tage  t o  
let. Sleeps up to six peo- 
ple. Comfortable and 
fully equipped. Situated 
in a pretty hamlet amid 
the lovely rolling coun- 
t rys ide  of the  Loire  
Valley. Easy access to 
all of the Chateaux of 
the Loire. Local wine, 

good food, peace and 
quie t .  Contact  John 
New on 01 604 703206 
or 01604 33144. 
MODERN three piece 
sui te ,  dark b lue  with 
subt le  shade of pink.  
Excellent condition, 18 
months  o ld ,  £250. 
Contact Lorraine Moran 
on 01245 491212, Ednet 
6074 1. 
PIANO, upright, over 
strung, seven octaves, 
excel lent  tone ,  n ice  
wooden cabinet, valued 
a t  £700, will accept  
£495. Contact  Neil 
Barber  on 01206  
393877. 
ROCK climbing equip- 
ment  inc luding rope,  
harness, ruc-sac, rock- 
boots ,  assor ted  nuts,  
slings, karrabiners, all 
vgc,  some new, £250 
ono, may spilt. Contact 
Peter Coltman on 01255 
221312, Ednet 16110. 
STATIC home s ix  
berth sited at Polzeath, 
Cornwall, five minutes 
from sandy beach, self- 
contained, colour TV, 
most dates  available,  
regret no dogs. Contact 
D.  Turner  on 01375  
846704. 

TO LET, furnished,  
three bedroom house, 
own garage, £495 pcm. 
Long term let preferred, 
nice location off Dunton 
Road, Laindon. Contact 
S O A  M e g  Love11 on  
01268 413029,  Ednet  
42188. 
VW Golf 1600, Karman 
auto, alarm, tax, MOT, 
'D' reg Cabriolet, stereo 
cassette, 69,000, white, 
excel lent  condi t ion ,  
£3 ,000 ono .  Con tac t  
T W 7 0 0 0  on  01702  
524752. 
YORKSHIRE Dales,  
Swaledale.  Set  in the  
heart f Heriot country, a 
17th century traditional 
stone built cottage for 
holiday renta l .  T w o  
large  bedrooms,  
exposed beams, period 
fireplace. Ideally suited 
f o r  hiking,  mounta in  
cycl ing and genera l  
sightseeing. Sorry n o  
pets or smoking. Prices 
from £140 to £230 with 
d iscounts  f o r  pol ice  
off icers  and  suppor t  
staff .  Contact  Sup t  
McKay  on 01924  
202501 or  Sgt McKay 
on 01482 220601. 

r - 
staff who died: 

Ex-ChIInsp Harold 
Steady, of Colchester, 
who joined Essex Police 
in 1935, serving at Grays, 
Romford, Colchester, 
Brentwood and Basildon, 
and retired in 1965. He 
died on February 24, aged 
80. 

Ex-Insp William 
Barrington-Clark, of 
Clacton, who joined Essex 
Police in 1925 working in 
Colchester and retired in 
1953. He died on March 
19, aged 93. 

Ex-Sgt Leslie Digings, 
of Leigh-on-Sea, who 
joined Essex Police in 
1949, serving at Southend 
and Rayleigh, and retired 
in 1979. He died on March 
7, aged 71. 

Ex-Pc Ernest 
Needham, of 
Shoeburyness, who joined 
Essex Police in 1953, 
serving at Southend, and 
retired in 1983. He died on 
April 17, aged 69. 

Ex school crossing 
patrol William Dockerill, 
who joined Essex Police 
in 1991 and retired in 
December. He died on 
March 2, aged 63. 

Ex kitchen porter 
Thomas Healey, who 
joined Essex Police i n  
1968 and retired in 1976. 
He died on March 25. 
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Charity 
boxing 

evening 
ESSEX Police hosted the 
British Police Novice 
Championships at 
Garons Banqueting suite 
at Southend on Sea on 
Friday 3 1 st March 1995 
and although entries 
were down on previous 
years, Essex produced 
their largest squad ever. 

A team of five were 
entered but due to other 
commitments, Lee 
Davies of Colchester and 
Chris Layley of Benfleet 
were unable to partici- 
pate. 

In the "A" Class a 
Super heavyweight Joe 
Brewster (Colchester) 
came up against the 
Metropolitan champion 
Rod James-Bowen. 

In a very lively first 
two rounds it was an 
evenly matched contest 
but the third saw the fit- 
ter James-Bowen well 
infront at the finish. 

My guest at the ring- 
side a former manager 
for the England at the 
Moscow Olympics 
remarked that he had 
Seen worse contests at 
ABA semi-final level, 
than this one. A compli- 
ment to both boxers. 

The middleweight 
division at "A" class pro- 
duced a cracking contest 
that had the audience on 
their feet. 

Andy Bareham 
(Colchester) met Steven 
MARSH (Staffordshire) 
in an entertaining contest 
that saw two very fit 
boxers having brisk 
exchanges for all of three 
rounds with the 
Staffordshire boxer run- 
ning out winner on 
points. 

The final contest of the 
night at Light 
Middleweight (Class "B") 
saw Danny Stoten 
(Grays) at last win the 
coveted Novices title and 
became the second only 
Essex boxer to do so. 

Although out of dis- 
tance in the early part of 
the contest against 
Russell Worth 
(Metropolitan), Danny 
got into his stride with 
shorter more accurate 
jabs and put on a pol- 
ished performance to fin- 
ish an easy winner. 

Trophies for the event 
were presented by 
Charles Clark ACC(S) 
and former 
Superintendent Derek 
Rulten in this capacity as 
Director of the Amateur 
Boxing Association in 
England. 

The evening also saw 
monies raised by the 
Lions Club of South 
Woodham Ferrers to go 
to a number of Essex 
charities. 

R.E. Miller 

Marathon relief 
ONCE again - the dust has finally settled on the I - 
Nutrasweet London Marathon, and now is the 
time for all the "footpounding" to be turned 
into pounds, by those, who were generous 
enough to once again sponsor the Essex Police 
Marathon team, in their support of the Little 
Havens Childrens Hospice project which is due 
to be started soon, at Dawes Heath. 

This years miserable training weather, put 
serious doubts on several members of the team 
with the subsequent chills and flu symptoms 
not being the ideal preparation. Fortunately 
only "Merv" Fairweather fell by the wayside, 
an unfortunate victim of a Hamstring injury, 
and Steve King from Chelmsford, stepped in as 
an eleventh hour replacement, having been a 
member of the 1994 team. 

On the day despite soaring temperatures, 
equivalent of 80 degrees on the run, all went 
well and the team held together superbly, to 
record a time of 5 hours 2 mins. 

Although 20 minutes down on previous 
times. still verv resvectable. taking into account 

d .  

the warm conditions. Congratulations must go 
to our marathon debutantes in Angie Scothem 
and Ronnie Potter who ably led the side home 
from the front. 

Highlight of the very gruelling 26.2 miles, 
was once again the thrill of being interviewed 
"live" on BBC National television by Roving 
reporter Sue Barker, and, of course Steve 
Bri ht's quick witted response. 

A e  team now hope to follow up the last two 
years bumper fund raising efforts, on behalf of 
"little havens", by raising a further £3000 
towards this very worthwhile cause, and more 
poignantly in the name of MO Brazier. So on 
behalf of every member of the team, thankyou 

The Essex Police team completed yet another gruelling London Marathon 

in anticipation for you generous donations. We 
now look forward to 1996. 

On the athletics front - Due to the ongoing 
Brightlingsea dispute, I am unable to confirm 
any definite date for the force track and field 
championships. 

Hopefully, should the dispute come to an end 
in June, as "anticipated" then a date in July 
would be the most likely. Two definite dates 
fo r  the serious athletes I can give you - 
Regional Athletics - hosted by Hertfordshire at 
Welwyn on Wednesday 3 1 st May 1995. 

Nationals - hosted by West Midlands on 
Wednesday 19th July 1995, at the Alexandra 

Stadium, Birmingham. I will be circulating 
details in the future. 

Further date to put in your diaries:- 
Regional Half Marathon Championships, 

will this year be held as an integral part of the 
St. Albans Half Marathon, on Sunday 4th June 
1995. If you are interested in running a tough 
13.1 miles, then please contact me at Grays 
Schools Liaison as soon as possible. 

The force coach has been booked for all 
these events, and further details to be circulated 
in due course. 

Laurie Rampling 

KEEPING fit is essential 

officers from Brentwood 
sprang into action recently 
by trying out one of the 
borough council's promo- 
tions. 

The scheme running 
throughout May and June 
at The Brentwood Centre 
and Shenfield Sports 

Centre is a card entitling 
unlimited use of the 
Heartbeat Fitness Centre. 

This includes a person- 
alised exercise pro- 
gramme, swimming pool, 

hotspots Cjacuzzi, steam 
room and sauna) and 
Bodywork classes for just 

£30 per month. 
Group discounts are 

available for 10 cards or 

over so if there are divi- 
sions who want to join up 
they should contact 
Janette Dean on 01277 

261111,ext305. 
WPC Jo Smith, said: "I 

usually swim three to four 
times each week at  the 
centre so the Spring Into 
Action card is a great idea. 
If I'm feeling particularly 
fir I mav even be able to 

Constables Jo Smith and Graham Easey get in shape at the combine the workouts, 
swims and hotspots all 

Brentwood Centre. into one visit." 

PAA Boxing 
THE National P.A.A. 
Novice Boxing 
Championships were held on 
March 31 in Southend. Pc 
Daniel STOTEN, South 
Ockendon won the light 
Middleweight title. 

Pistol results 
THE No.5 Region P.A.A. 
Short Range Pistol 
Championships were held on 
a League basis over a num- - 
ber of meetings. A team 
representing Essex has won 
this event. The team con- 
sisted of: Insp Philip Webb 
- Clacton; DC David 
Blaxland - Basildon; DC 
David Brooks - Basildon. 

Insp Webb also won the 
individual title. 

Royal 
Tournament 

THE Essex Police Sports 
Association has arranged a 
trip to The Royal 
Tournament, for the evening 
performance on Wednesday, 
July 26. The seats are situat- 
ed in a very good position 
and a good discount has 
been obtained. The price per 
ticket is £12.50, this 
includes the coach fare. The 
coach will be leaving 
Headquarters at 1630 hours. 
Anyone interested should 
contact Sgt Peter Layzell or 
Station Office Assistant 
Carol Wilkins at Burnham 
On Crouch Police Station 
(61 140). 

The new committee 
THE Management Committee for 1995-96 will consist of the 
following: 
Chairman: Mr Geoffrey Markham - ACC (0) 
Vice Chairman: Mr Charles Clark - ACC (S) 
Secretary: Pc. Christopher Jacob - Headquarters (58888) 
Assistant Secretary: PS Peter Layzell - Burnham on 
Crouch(61140) 
Treasurer: PS Richard Soward - Southend (31914) 
Assistant Treasurer: Vacant 

Divisional Representatives 
Basildon: Pc Roy Kebbell - Basildon; Braintree I 
Stansted: Insp Brian Jaggs - Braintree; Chelmsford: PS 
Peter Layzell - Burnham on Crouch; Colchester: Pc John 
Bolinbroke - Colchester; Harlow: Pc Robert Bruce - 
Harlow; Headquarters: Mrs Christene Evans - 
Headquarters; Rayleigh: Vacant; Southend: Insp Barry 
Ansell - Southend; Tendring: Pc Charles Day - Harwich; 
Thurrock: Pc Laurence Rampling - Grays 

Section Secretaries 
Athletics - Pc Laurence Rampling - Grays; Angling Fly - Pc 
Anthony Lewis - Black Notley; Angling Freshwater - Pc 
Robert Hunter - Chelmsford Traffic; Angling Sea - Pc Clive 
Skingley - Rayleigh Marine; Badminton - Pc Michael Thorp 
- Rochford; Boxing - Insp Robert Miller- Braintree; Bowls - 
DC John Stewart - Stansted Airport; Clay Pigeon Shooting - 
Pc Richard Grimes - Laindon Airport; Cricket - PS Richard 
Argles - Billericay; Cricket Veterans - Insp Martin Reed - 
Dunmow; Cross Country - Pc Roy Kebbell - Basildon; 
Cycling - DC Gary Matthews - Rayleigh CSB; Football - PS 
John Watts - Chelmsford; Golf - Pc Peter Moyes - Rayleigh; 
Hockey Men - Supt. Robert Ward - Chelmsford; Hockey 
Ladies - Pc Kay Blackman - FSU Headquarters; Indoor 
Games - PS Peter Layzell - Burnham on Crouch ;Netball - 
Pc Suzanna Schwarz - Leigh on Sea.; Pistol Shooting - Insp 
David Perry - Rayleigh CSB; Rugby - Pc Michael Hall - 
Headquarters; Skiing - Pc Robert Hunter - Chelmsford 
Traffic; Swimming - Pc Brendon Cox- Colchester; Sailing - 
DC Richard Houghton - Headquarters; Squash - Pc Adrian 
Bunting - Laindon Traffic; Tennis - PS Stuart Bowman - 
Headquarters; Ten Pin Bowling - Pc Andrew Skillin - 
Stanway Traffic; Triathlon - PS Anthony Bryan - Dr~ving 
School, EPTC; Volleyball - PS Nicholas Banks - Bra~ntree; 
Walking - Insp John McCabe - Clacton. 
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I An historic battle with the giants 
FOR the first time in its 10 year history 
Essex Police made it to the finals of the PAA 
Hockey Tournament. The other three teams 
participating in the' battle of the giants' 
were the RUC, Metropolitan Police and 
West Midlands. 

To say the task facing Essex was awesome is 
an understatement. We were facing the best of 
the best and boy did we find out just how! 

Having travelled to Norwich late on Tuesday, 
the remainder of the evening was spent dis- 
cussing.team tactics over the occasional light 
ale and a not so quiet game of bowls. 

Wednesday the first day of tournament saw 
the Mets and West Mids at 1-1 up until 30 sec- 
onds before full time when the Mets snatched 
the winning goal putting them in to the final. 

Next it was ESSEX v the RUC - our first and 
it had to be against the favourites. To give an 
indication of the opposition, if I tell you that in 
the 15 years since PAA hockey has been with 

, 
us, the Irish lads have made the finals on 11; 
occasions and won it no less than 9 times. 

We had all taken it upon ourselves to traih 
hard for this tournament and it  was clear 
throughout the match that Essex were superior 
in terms of fitness:- We had to be as they had 
us running all over the place. 

Despite fighting to the end we were unable to 
get near their goal. Sadly the same cannot be 
said at our end. At least they didn't get eight 
goals past us! 

Clearly they were a superior team yet humble 
in their victory. All due credit to them. 

Having been knocked out of the finals and 
just the third and fourth place to play for, the 
pressure was off and we were able to relax a lit- 
tle more. A slap up meal and cultural visit to an 
historic Norfolk Castle ...... well the Dog & 
Castle, pre-empted a stroll  down 'Fifth 
Avenue' ! ! ! Our Manager and Lee Weavers 
however, decided to make a 'sharp' exit. 

The next day we were on first against West 
Mids, another very strong team who had also 
tasted the fruits of PAA glory on a number of 
occasions. 

Sadly just before the start our  Captain 
Geordie Tyson was rushed off back to Essex. 
The good news is that his young son Jack is 
well on the mend and God willing will make a 
complete recovery. 

With Vic Murphy now at the helm, it was 
decided with the Manager Bob Ward to make 
some last minute changes and introduce plan 
'F'. If the Mets could get two goals past their 
strong defence then so could we. 

Much to the delight of the Mets (who are not 
the West Mids' best friends!!) and thanks to 
Gary Franklin and Mark Shaw we did just that 
with two superb goals. Unfortunately they too 
knew how to score the final result being 6-2. 

The tour was rounded off with a presentation 
dinner and our very own Sean Heckles winning 

a very different kind of competition! 
The final position of Essex Police in the 

1994f1995 PAA championships out of 26 teams 
was 4th, but with the building of a new club 
house and hockey pitch at H.Q. and Essex 
entering the winter league for the first time, we 
will have the added benefit of playing together 
regularly as a team and next year could well see 
us bringing home the cup. 

My thanks go to all those who participated 
whether as organisers, players or spectators 
especially ACC and Mrs. Conlan for giving up 
their time to come and support us. 

If any member of Essex Police Sports Club 
would like to join us, experienced or otherwise 
please contact either: Supt Ward at Chelmsford 
ex 60000, Pc 408 Murphy at Chelmsford 'D' 
Shift or Sgt Tyson at Brentwood ... You will be 
very welcome. 

By Vic Murphy 

Fitness 

FITNESS fanatics, consta- 
ble Alan Barley and 
Coroner7\ Sewell, took Officer on the Derek L&]- Plummet to the 
mate challenge on Friday, 
the Fire Service Entrance 
Physical. 

A group of six compet- 
ed - the others being fit- USED to plunging to great depths five Essex 
ness instructors, three of divers are to climb over 11,000ft in a bid to raise 
whom were women - and 
all successfully completed cash for charity. 
the test. Along with sales executive Terry Adams, constables 

The Bleep Test, ladder Nick Cohen, Rob Trigg, Steve Milbourne, Paul 
climbing, circui t  t raining Ashworth and Cliff Roomes will take on the Three Peaks summit 
and hose rolling were all 
included and tested their 
strength to the limits. 

Derek explained: "It 
was a real challenge. The 
test has now changed so 
we were the last group to 
ever take this particular 
physical. 

"It's a lot more demand- 
ing than the police physi- 
cal and aimed at young fir 
people. 

"We averaged about 42 
and three were women, 
who usually have difficul- 
ty passing the test due to 
the strength involved, but 
all six of us passed." 

The group were spon- 
sored for the event and are 
now collecting their 
money which will be split 
between the Fire Service 
National Benevolent Fund 
and the Essex Police Fun 
Day charity. 

Challenge with 24 
hours in June. 

T h e  a i m  is  t o  c l i m b  

Ben Nevis, Scafell and 

Snowdon between 4 p m  

on  June  9 and 4 p m  on  

J u n e  10 a n d  r a i s e  

m o n e y  f o r  E A S B A H ,  

t h e  Essex  Associat ion 

o f  S p i n a  B i f i d a  a n d  

Hydrocephalus. 

Sponsors 
Each of  the team has 

already embarked on a 
personal  t ra ining pro-  
g r a m m e  and  in the  
meantime are looking for 
sponsors  t o  supply  
equipment, accommoda- 
tion, and so on, to ensure 
that every penny raised 
goes to the cause. It's hoped the weather conditions will have improved by the time this team of divers Cup winners Har twel l  F o r d  and  
F o r d  M o t o r  C o m v a n v  takes on Ben Nevis, Scafell and Snowdon in the Three Peaks 24 hour challenge in June. 

C H E L M S F O R D  
Police Football Club 
beat Maldon 3-0, win- 
ning the Sunday 
League's Arthur 
.Walters Memorial 
Cup. 

Goalscorers on the 
day were Dave Hawtin 
(2) and Darren Pitt. 

have already started the 
ball rolling by supplying 
vehicles which will be  
d r iven  by Chie f  
Inspector Doug Adams 
and Pc Bob Lay. 

Doug has himself con- 
quered al l  three peaks 
over a period of time and 
admits it will be a tough 

task for the team. . 

H e  said: "None of the men are hill-walkers o r  
climbers so it's going to be both a personal challenge 
as well as a team challenge. 

"Extreme weather conditions and walking in dark- 
ness are just two aspects they will have to face but 
they know it can be done within 24  hours and are 
determined to meet the deadline for  such a good 
cause." 

l 

Fun for the 
summer 

THE following events 
have been organised by 
the HQ Sports and 
Social Club. 

May 20 - Live 
National Lottery New 
variety Show, E4 
including coach. 

June 10 - Alton 
Towers. 

June 21 - Torville & 
Dean, £19.50 including 
coach. 

July 21 - Royal 
Tournament, £1 1.50 
including coach. 

August 12 - 
Chessington World of 
Adventure. 

If you are interested 
in any of the events 
contact Shirley Turner 
on 50664. 


