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0 Mick Todd. 

Promotion takes 
Mick to Nottingham 
CHIEF Superintendant Mick Todd is leaving 
Essex for the stomping ground of Robin 
Hood a s  he  becomes  Assis tant  Ch ie f  
Constable in Nottingham. 

Lucky enough to land the first job  he 
applied for, he hopes to make the move on 
July 3. He will, however, be the first officer 
to be appointed under the new fixed term 
appointment scheme, so  there may be  a 
delay to ensure the new contract is accurate- 
ly drafted. 

Mick joined Essex Police as a uniformed 
constable back in 1976, after serving as a 
cadet, and gradually worked his way through 
the ranks. 

During his career he has gained a BA 
(Hons 1st) in Government and a Master of 
Philosophy degree and was also the first 
officer to take part in an officer exchange 
programme with the Metropolitan Police. 

He currently heads the Central Review 
Team ensuring the Force performs to its 
highest possible level. 

But it was Mick's days as commander of 
the Thurrock Division that are the highlight 
of his career to date. 

He 'said: "Thurrock was, without a doubt, 
the best. I loved it there , it was a great place 
to work and excellent training for what I'm 
going on to do. 

"I am sad to be leaving a lot of the people 
in Essex and would love to come back at 
some time if at all possible. l am, however, 
looking forward immensely to my new post, 
it's what I have wanted for ages." 

With a smaller Force 2,400 there are only 
two ACC, and Mick will be responsible for 
personnel, training, Information Technology 
and Criminal Justice. He in fact takes the 
place of another former Essex man, Mick 
Curtis. 

He said: "Nottingham is the first Force in 
the country to have a coded radio system and 
are currently spending a vast amount of 
money on IT including a complete new com- 
puter system which will be my responsibili- 
ty ." 

It will be quite a culture shock for the 
father-of-three from Chelmsford. He will not 
only have a large city to contend with but a 
vast rural area and a crime rate which is 
almost 50 per cent higher than Essex despite 
smaller manpower. 

Mick will stay in temporary accommoda- 
tion initially before being joined by his wife 
Carolyn, daughter Catherine, aged three, and 
twin sons David and Matthew, aged nine 
months. 

Gay officer helps 

DETECTIVES investigating the murder of a Clacton man last The officer known as 
Andrew, joined the inquiry month have been able to get a better picture of his lifestyle . 
just days after the body of 26 after appointing a gay officer to the team. year old gay man, Simon 
Shannon, was discovered in 
his flat in Groom Park, 
Clacton , he had died from 
multiple injuries including a 
cut to his throat. 

The  appointment of the gay 
officer has received a generally 
warm,  yet  caut ious  welcome 

tions, local police officers have decided to spruce up their own image. 

lifestyle which I can pass on to the 
team. I can speak to gay people 
on a less formal basis and build 
trust, I might even see  others 
socially where people are a lot 
more at ease". 

Det Insp. Win Bernard said the 
fact that Andrew is an openly gay 
officer had caused no problems in 
the working environment and if 
anything there had been a very 
positive response from his col- 
leagues. "Having Andrew on the 
team made us very conscious of 

from the gay and lesbian com- the language we use in every day 
munity who police are appealing life. There is a lot of ignorance 
to for help with the case. 

Andrew (27) ,  has worked at 
Essex Police for five years and 
said he was pleased to join the 
team. Speaking to The Law he 
said: "I feel the service is doing 
the right thing by-appointing a gay 
officer to the inquiry. I have been 
involved with other projects 

about the gay community, many 
officers never stop to think that 
the colleague sitting next to them 
could be gay. 

Community Relations Co-ordi- 
nator, Det Insp Steve Currell, was 
keen to see Andrew join the team, 
he said: "I see this as a vital step 
in reducing any fear that gay peo- . - 

involving the police and gay peo- ple may have in trusting the 
~ l e  and feel confident to take on police. Difficulties have been 
the task. experienced in the past in obtain- 

"Unfortunately the police ser- ing information from gay people 
vice as a whole has built up years in such inquiries. A gay officer 
of mistrust by bad mouthing the can contribute vitally to the inves- - 
gay community, mounting opera- tigation process. It's not about 
tions against them and not treating being enlightened or politically 
them with the same respect as correct, it's about dealing effec- 
other members of society receive", tively with the murder of a man 
he added. who lived in the county we serve. 

Acting Senior Investigation BBC TV's Cr imewatch  
Officer, Det Insp Win Bernard, p r o g r a m m e  will f e a t u r e  t h e  
confirmed this had lead to some Simon Shannon murder on June 
problems with gay people coming 15. 
forward in c a s e s  such a s  the 
Shannon murder: "The fact that 
Andrew is gay is certainly a bonus 
to the inquiry and has helped ease 
mistrust, quite often people who 
ring the incident room with infor- 
mation will only speak to Andrew. 
I'm sure if we had not publicised 
the fact that he was on the team 
they would not have rung." 

The inquiry is reliant on good 
team work and Andrew just like 
any other team member is encour- 
aged to come up with ideas and 
suggestions at the daily morning 
briefing. 

Andrew said: "I have an under- 
standing of the gay scene and gay 
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Subscriptions set to rise 

Bournemout h '95 
THE main topic of 
debate at this year's 
conference was on a 

Federat ion Conference update 
motion concerning 
increases in the 
Federation subscrip- 
tions for the next 
five years. 
These are proposed to 

take account of project- 
ed increases in legal 
advice, legal representa- 
tion and industrial tri- 
bunal defences. 

Lost 
It was a lengthy debate, 

with contributions from 
the floor and an amend- 
ment from your own 
Essex Joint Branch 
Board, asking the joint 
Central Committee to 
carry out research into 
whether we could 
employ in-house solici- 
tors for general legal 
advice. 
1 have to report, how- 

ever, that our amend- 
ment was lost when put 
to the floor of the con- 
ference. 
The motion was even- 

tually agreed, subject to 
four amendments, to 
produce the following 
result: 

There will be no 
increase in Federation 
subscriptions, as 
requested, on July 1 .  
Nor will there be the 
usual increase in 

October. 
The next increase in 

subscriptions will be one 
of 13 per cent on 
January 1, 1996. 
Increases will then be 

on January 1 of each 
year from 1997 and will 
be  set  by the Joint 
Central Committee at  
their November meet- 
ing. 
Thev will not be more 

than i 3 per cent and will 
be based on expenditure 
for the previous year. 
From July 1 this year 

there will be a change in 
the way the money is 
split between local Joint 
Branch Boards and the 
Joint Central 
Committee. 

Funding 
At present two-thirds 

goes to  the national 
committees and one- 
third remains with the 
branch board. 
From July 1 this will be 

changed to 70 per cent 
and 30 per cent, which 
will obviously assist the 
centre with additional 
funding. 
Motions from Essex 

CAN I personally con- 
gratulate those members 
of the Essex Joint 
Branch Board who 
spoke at conference, 

Negotiations 
continue over 
sickness pay 

IN a previous edition 
of The Law I drew 
attention to new 
sickness regulations 

1 that came into being 
on September 1, 
1994. 

Because of the nature 
of the changes as stated 
before, it will not affect 
any officer until 
September 1 this year. 

1 On that date personnel ' will look back over a 12 
month period and any 
officer who has been 
sick for six months or 
more within the preced- l .  Ing 12 months, if still on 
sick leave, could be put 
on half pay. 

After 12 months on 
sick leave they could be 
put on no pay. 

We are present in 
negotiations with the 
Force with regard to the 
flexibility that the Chief 
Constable does have 
within these regulations 
to continue to pay offi- 
cers. 

This is normal if the 
officer is sick as a result 
of an illness or injury 
related to their duty. 

We have not been able 
to get a definition from 
the Force as to what they 
class a s  an injury on 
duty, but I hope to be 
able to update you fully 
in the next edition. 

In the meantime your 
Joint Branch are obtain- 
ing quotes from insur- 
ance companies with 
regard to a top-up insur- 
ance to  cover officers 
who might find them- 
selves on half pay. 

We are looking for  
quotes to possibly link 
into the group insurance 
scheme and I would 
envisage, if we do not 
take it on board, that it 
will be included in the 
scheme from June next 
year, which is the renew- 
al date of  our  current 
group insurance scheme. 

Obviously, to get the 
best deal, we may well 
have to include it in the 
group insurance scheme, 
but your Joint Branch 
Board have yet to reach 
any such decision. 

You will be kept 
informed of any future 
developments. 

namely Dave Jones, 
Mick Englefield, Dick 
Bird, Bob Finch, Ray 
Chrystal,  Alan Coley, 
Andy Richardson, Lesley 
Chilcott and Sue Kelly, 
who all spoke well on 
the boardis behalf. 

Uniforms 
Our motions submitted 

were: 
1. Uniformed Private 
Patrol: 
This covers the wearing 

of uniforms similar to 
those of the Police Force 
while performing any 
security patrol for pay- 
ment in a public place. 
Our motion was carried 
overwhelmingly by con- 
ference. 
2. C.P.S. Guidelines: 

This conference 
instructs the Joint 
Central Committee to 
negotiate with he Crown 
Prosecution Service to 
change recently intro- 
duced guidelines with 
regard to their policy in 
relation to assault cases. 

Thames Valley amend- 
ment deleting the words 
"of Police duty" and 
replacing them with the 
words "including Police 
duty". 
4. Overtime: 
A motion regarding the 

discounting of the first 
half hour of overtime on 
the first four occasions in 
any one week. We were 
asking for this to  be 
deleted and renegotiated 
so that officers will be 
paid for all the overtime 
that they work. 
This was a joint motion 

sponsored by ourselves 
and our colleagues in 
Surrey and appeared on 
the agenda paper of both 
the Joint and Constablesi 
Conferences. 

Defeated 
It was lost on a show of 

hands at the Joint 
Conference and was also 
defeated on a show of 
hands at the Constablesi 
Conference. although 

This was again carried many felt it was 
overwhelmingly. close to call at the latter 
3. Use  the and should have gone to 
Constabulary: a count. 
This motion instructed During the course of the 

the Joint  Central  conference week there 
Committee urgently to were evening fri  ng e 
seek statutory legislation meetings on arming the 
to limit, control and police, bul ly ing i n  the 
moni tor  the  hours of workplace and sexual Police duty worked by 
individual members of These were well attend- the 'pecia' C o n s t a b u l ~  ed by members of your Welfare Joint Branch ~ o a r d  and I 
This legislatiorj should can also report that 10 

provide a greater level of male members of the 
welfare and safety for Joint Branch Board 
both the individual attended the 
Special Constable and Policewomen's Eve of 
the citizens of England Conference meeting on 
and Wales. Monday afternoon for a 
The motion was carried presentation on  equal 

overwhelmingly, with a opportunities~ 

Housing review 
draft report 

THE Force Working 
Group are looking at a 
review of Police provided 
accommodation and has 
submitted its first draft 
report. 

It  is hoped after full 
consultation at  the 
Cor'porate Consultative 
Committee and our 
Policy Group that a full 
report will be available 
for the Police Committee 
at its September meeting. 

I will keep members 

informed as  soon as  I 
have any definite result, 
but it will not be until 
after the meeting in 
September. 

With regard to  the 
problems recently high- 
lighted in the discount 
sale of Police houses and 
a possible taxable emolu- 
ment, I am still awaiting 
a written response from 
our national solicitors for 
our request for legal 
advice. 

Brian Pallant 

Date for 
your diaries 
JUST to remind mem- 
bers that the Federation 
Open meeting will be 
held once again at the 
Marconi Athletic and 
Social Club,  Beehive 
Lane, Chelmsford, on 
the evening of Monday, 
June 19, starting at  
7.15pm. 
The usual speeches 

from the chairman of the 
Joint Branch Board, 
chairman of the Police 
Authority, Chief 
Constable and chairman 
of the Police Federation 
nationally, together with 
a national update on cur- 
rent negotiating matters. 
It is your chance to 

question your negotia- 
tors and also the Chief 
Constable and Police 
Committee chairman 
regarding policing in 
Essex. 

Have a 
nice day 
OUR colleagues in 
Norfolk have negotiated 
a reduction in the 
entrance fee at  
Pleasurewood Hills 
American Theme Park. 
Tickets at £7.50, instead 

of the normal £9.50, are 
available from PC 
Featherstone, Norfolk 
Constabulary HQ, 
County Hall, Martineau 
Lane, Norwich, NR2 
1 DJ, tel. 01 603 768769 
ext. 710207: fax. 01603 

Loans 
JUST to remind mem- 
bers enquiring about 
financial assistance and 
loans that details are 
available from the 
Federation office with 
First Affinity and the 
Halifax Building 
Society. 

Visa card 
THE Police Federation 
nationally are bringing 
out a Visa card, in con- 
junction with the 
Affinity Bank, and I 
hope to have full details 
to report to you in the 
next edition of The Law. 
I understand that the 

APR rates will be very 
much lower than normal 
Visa cards. 

Protective equipment trials 
OVER the past six regard to protective It is honed we will 
months trials have taken vests. have a decision with 
place at the Chelmsford The full evaluation regard to what equip- Division on the side-han- reports are now to hand 
dled baton and Asp and and these are being ment we will be issuing 
in other divisions with assessed by the force. within the next 

AT LONG l a s t  Essex Police has realised that 
the c o m m u n i t y  i t  serves does n o t  only cons i s t  
o f  hetrosexual couples w i t h  2.4 children and a 
Volvo. 

T h e  appointment of  a gay officer to  the S imon 
Shannon inquiry shows a glimmer of hope that the 
organisation is  waking up  t o  the nineties. Andrew 
h a s  t aken  a b rave  s tep  i n  be ing  'out '  in s u c h  a 
macho ,  and  let's face  it ,  a t  t imes,  o ld  fashioned 
organisation. 

Not all gay people come off the production line 
l i m p  wristed and  resembling Jul ian Clary, m a n y  
don't wish their sexuality to  become a n  issue. But  
none  t o  of ten they are ridiculed by  s traight  col-  
leagues and made to feel outcasts. 

Gay people should be seen for the personal quali- 
ties they have and what they can contribute to  the 
community. 

T h e  backing and comradeship which Andrew is  
receiving from his colleagues is encouraging to see, 
now it's the turn of the rest of  the Force. 

The Editor would like to make it clear that the 
views expressed in this opinion column reflect 
those of the editors and not the Chief Constable 
or any other member of the Essex Police. 

Caravan Watch 
launch success 
THE launch of Essex 
Police Caravan Watch in 
May attracted 70 people 
to Bromfords School, 
Wickford and saw 35 car- 
avan owners sign up for 
the seasonal crime pre- 
vention initiative. 

Insp Andy Norton, from 
Laindon Traffic, himself a 
caravan enthusiast, spoke 
about the pleasures and 
pitfalls of ownership and 
explained the new 
scheme. 

Caravan Watch stickers 
are now available, which 
can be displayed on the 
caravan, identifying the 
make and registration 
number of the towing 
vehicle. 

With the sticker dis- 
played, the thief runs the 
risk of using an 
unmatched vehicle to tow 
the stolen caravan, or 
breaking in to remove the 
sticker. 

Advice was also avail- 
able at the launch on etch- 
ing chassis numbers on 
every caravan window, 
fitting hitch locks, alarm 
systems and other security 
equipment. 

Information was also 
available on security and 
crime prevention matters, 
encouraging links with 
local CPOs and helping to 
build a support network 
for retailers. 

Just for a laugh 
THE search is on for Britainis funniest laughing policeman! 
Steve Wrightis People Show, on BBC1 TV on Saturdays, is 

running the fun competition to find the favourite local 
Bobby with the most infectious laugh. 
Anyone wanting to nominate a colleague should write to the 

programme, enclosing an audio cassette with a brief sample 
of the laugh in question and contact names and telephone 
numbers. 
A few finalists will he chosen to go on the show and the 

audience will have the final say on who wins the title. 
The address to write to for those interested is Joanna Rice, 

Steve Wrightis People Show, Light Entertainment, Television 
Centre, Wood Lane, London, W12 7R.J. 

Cadets rise to 
the challenge 

STUDENTS on the 
Chelmsford College pre- 
vocational police course 
have won the Luton 
Challenge Trophy for  
Essex again. 

The challenge, issued 
by the Bedfordshire Police 
to teams of police cadets 
and volunteer cadets, is a 
day of tasks and chal- 
lenges, including assault 
courses, map reading, first 
aid and target shooting. 

Chelmsford Collegeis 
A team of six students - 
Kim Hussey, Aaron 
Connelly, Ian Turner, 
Jarnes Rafiq, Hailey 

Hoskins and Dave Box - 
beat 14 police cadet teams 
from around the country, 
with the Mets coming sec- 
ond and Chelmsford 
College B team third. 

This is the third time 
the Essex team has won 
since the competition 
started in 1989. 

Essex Police physical 
training instructor Justin 
Beacher, who accompa- 
nied the triumphant teams 
to Bedfordshire fo r  the 
Challenge, said: iThe stu- 
dents worked really hard 
and deserved their win. 



DRUG money is to be used finance technology such as 
to finance a new part-time surveillance equipment and 
civilian post at headquarters computers 

Since 1986 the Drug But later this month Dawn 
Trafficking Offences Act has Johnson will join the ranks in 
made prov~sions for money the Drug Trafficking Unit as 
and assets seized from drug an administration officer, and 
dealers to be spilt between a the entire will cost will be 
central fund and the police covered by money handed 
force in question, once the over by the courts 
dealer has been convicted. The young mum from 

This came about because Billericay will work five 
the Government became fed mornings each week. 
up with dealers serving a sen- The postlng has a real sting 
tence only to return to the in its tail for the drug frater- 
good life, reaping the bene- nity. It will now be a case of 
fits of thelr cnme. drug dealers paying for more 

Thousands of pounds have staff to prosecute more drug 
been forfeited to Essex dealers and that can only be 
Police over the years and described as  money well Dawn gets to grips with the computer technology of 
until now ~t has been used to spent. the Drug Trafficking Department. 
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Fatima visits 
cultural 

Animal crackers conference A WOMAN dialed 999 
late one evening to report FORMER Olympic javelin champion 

Fatima Whitbread homed in on the 
Essex Police stand when she opened 
the first multi cultural resources exhi- 
bition, at the Riverside Leisure 
Complex, Chelmsford, in May. 

There she met PC Trevor Deere, 
who is based at Grays, when he's not 
on duty at Brightlingsea. 

He was helping to man the Essex 
Police exhibition stand, which high- 
lighted the work being done by 
police officers in the community to 
promote racial harmony. 

a loose cow, between 
Toomeys roundabout and 
the Tesco roundabout, 
Laindon, stating that the 
animal was heading 
towards the superstore. 

As a joke, the operator 
suggested that the cow 
might be going to do its 
shopping. The informant 
replied quickly: "Never. 
They close at 8pm!" 

OFFICERS who 
responded to a call to the Organised jointly by Essex Social 

Services and Education departments, A604 at Fordham, near the 
Three Horseshoes pub, 
were told by the informant 

with the help of other agencies in the 
county, the one-day event attracted 60 
exhibitors from around Britain and was 
attended by around 300 people. 

Social Services training officer Lloyd 
London-Drakes, a member of the 
Racial Incident Forum (led by Essex 
Police), said: "The purpose of the exhi- 

to look out for "two dead 
animals on the side of the 
road, larger than dogs and 
black." 

When they arrived at 
the scene they found that 
the "animals" were two eye view bition was to inform people about 

where they can get resources and mate- 
rials for working with different com- 
munities in the county." 

These included books, toys, ethnic 

large balls of black wool. 
A LAWFORD resi- 

dent rang from a call box 
to report that he had a 
snake in his garden and 

- 
minority newspapers and a stand devot- 

Firearms officers can now be more confident of their 
canine colleagues thanks to a pioneering video system 
giving them a dog's eye view of a search situation. 

WOLVES - the Wireless 
Operational Link Video 
Exploration System - is the 
brainwave of DC Gill Boyd, of 
the Cambridgeshire Force, who 
was given a technical support 
grant from the Home Office- 
backed Police Research Award 
Scheme. 

And Essex is one of the first 
Forces in the country to take 
the equipment on board. It has 
already been used successfully 
during a firearms operation in 
Clacton. 

Evidential 
Two small cameras are  

strapped to the head and chest 
of the dogs and as a search is 
made the progress can be 
watched on a small video unit 
from outside the building. 
Officers can switch between 
cameras for the best view and 
there is a record facility for evi- 
dential purposes. 

DC Boyd's original aim was 
to invent a search aid giving 
officers better access into areas 
too dark or too small. 

He said: "There was an 
urgent requirement for this type 
of innovation within the dog 
world. This equipment makes 
man's best friend an even better 
friend because he can now be 
the eyes and ears of his handler 
in situations where saving life 

ed to the Jewish community. 
The organisers were very 

with the response and are alre: 
ning a similar event next year. 

that the council was refus- 
ing to take it away. 

When the beat officer 
called on the informant 
later he bravely moved the 

Although the cameras can be 
used on a variety of jobs, in 
Essex it is tactical firearms 
dogs currently training with the 
equipment. 

Pc Phi1 O'Connell who, the 
first to use WOLVES opera- 
tionally with dog Jack, said: 
"We have to have complete 
confidence in our dogs but 
other officers may not have the 
same amount of trust. Now they 
can see exactly what the dog 
sees they can understand why 
we put so much faith in our 
dogs and it gives them the same 
confidence." 

Each unit costs around 
£6,000 and Bill  Prowse, a 
sergeant on the dog unit, claims 
the equipment could prove 
invaluable. 

He explained: "You can't put 
a price on the benefits of saving 
a police officer's life. Using the 
system gives officers a detailed 
idea of the layout of a building, 
which is a major advantage." 

But he stressed that dog's are 
not being used as decoys. 

"There is no way we would 
put the dogs up on offer. We 
wouldn't put a search dog in if 
it was known that there was an 

competition 
IN an attempt to boost the Press 
Office archives and provide read- 
ers of The Law with a true chal- 
lenge, we're setting a photo- 
graphic competition. 

Amateur photographers can 
choose from three different cate- 
gories, providing us with a 
colour photograph. There will be 
a winner in each category togeth- 
er with an overall winner with 
prizes for all. 

Although we would encourage 
entrants to take a photo specifi- 
cally for the competition we will 
accept any photo taken by the 
entrant within the last 12 months, 
providing it fits into one of the 
three categories. 

The only other conditions are 
that the photos relate to Essex 
and can be retained by the Press 
Office for future use in promot- 
ing the Force. 

The categories to choose from 
are: 

1. Police in action 
2. Humour 
3. Community policing 
So get snapping and send your 

entries in to Kim White, Photo 
Competition, PO Box 2, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6DA. 

The closing date is August 25, 
with the winning photos printed 
in the September edition of the 
The Law. 

Reminders will appear in the 
newspaper between now and the 
closing date, with details of the 
prizes to be revealed. 

undergrowth, releasing a 
large bumble bee, which 
had become trapped. Its 
frantic buzzing had been 
mistaken by the house- 
holder for the hissing of a 
snake! 

A SPRINGFIELD 
householder reported 
returning home to find a 
nasty mess in her bath. 

There had been no 
forced entry and nothing 
had been taken from the 
house. Police enquiries 
later pointed the finger at 
the family cat as the most 
likely culprit! 

No tan do! 
RAYLEIGH officers were 
called to a Tandoori 
restaurant by the manager, 
who phoned in to report a 
dispute. 

It turned out, on arrival 
at the scene, that the dis- 
pute was between kitchen 
staff and their chicken 
supplier over the number 
of chickens being deliv- 
ered. 

The informant wanted 
police to stand and count 

Tactical firearms dog Jack demonstrates the camera 
equipment. Photo courtesy of Mark Leas. 

" 
is a paramount objective." 

Completely waterproof and 
weighing just three kilos it may 
look odd by doesn't restrict the 
dog. 

Said DC Boyd: "One of the 
most surprising things I found 
out during testing was just how 
stable a dog's head is. It's the 
ideal platform for a camera, it 

armed suspect in a particular 
area. The main aim of this sys- 
tem is to allow us to see exactly 
what the inside of a building is 
like" 

Essex has two systems and 
one monitor which will auto- 
matically be taken to any 
appropriate job by the tactical 
firearms team. 

the chickens as they were 
unloaded by the supplier. Fund gains from tax returns 

NEARLY £150,000 from the fered by officers, pensioners, 
tax department has boosted the widows, orphans and other 
Police Benevolent Fund. dependants. 

Each month officers pay It also helps with the upkeep 
about £3 from the wages to the of two villas, used for conva- 
fund. Most of these officers lescing officers. 
have at one time signed a Deed Each year officers are sent a 
of Covenant enabling the Force tax form known as a R185E. 
to reclaim tax on the donations. These need to be sent back and 

Having totted up the tax a Deed of Covenant signed to 
returns it seems that since 1988 ensure that tax on their dona- 
the Fund has benefited to the tion is reimbursed. 
sum of£ 145,577. Any officer unsure whether 

Money from the kitty is used they have signed a deed can 
to supply interest free loans, to check via the Welfare Office on 
ease poverty and distress suf- 58600. 

d 

Their request was politely 
declined! 

Mopped up 
THE IRIS operator 
recording an accident 
involving a police car 
typed that it had been 
"HIT BY A MOP". 

A colleague taking 

stays stable even when the dog 
is running." 

Added benefits are an infra- 
Everybody needs good neighbours 

over the incident on anoth- 
er terminal, added for clar- 
ification: "Vehicle was hit 

red facility, enabling clear pic- 
tures in the dark, and also the 

HALSTEAD Police station will opens only at weekends. 
soon have some new neighbours, Said Mr Pike: "Having the law 
when the present owners of the on our side has'guaranteed our 
Essex Arms pub sell up. time here has been trouble-free." 

Joe and Beryl Pike are looking The Essex Arms is on the mar- 
to  retire after 13 years at  the ket at £ 102,000, through sole 
an-eva! hostelry, whjch curymtly agents Fkurets. 

capability to add sound equip- 
by a member of the public 
driving a motor vehicle, 

ment allowing the handler to 
hear what the dog can hear or 

not an item of cleaning 
equipment!" 

even communicate with a 
trapped victim. 

* .  A 
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Mind your 
own business 
Business Enterprise 

LINDA Scrutton of the Essex 
Training and Enterprise Council 
attended the last meeting of the 
Association and gave us an 
immensely interesting and infor- 
mative presentation on the ser- 
vices the Council is able to pro- 
vide for ourselves. 

The Council is able to assist in 
a multitude of areas for the small 
and large business creating ideas 
and further education and training 
in business skills and techniques 
via development centres and area 
representatives throughout the 
county. 

A package of material present- 
ed to us explaining the work of 
the Council excellently explains 
the valuable assistance each of us 
can receive and benefit from. 

Police Service Skills 
We are all aware of the skills 

acquired during our Police service 
but identifying their value after 
retirement is sometimes difficult. 
It is with this in mind that Dick 
Bloomfield and Ian Munro intend 
to meet with the Essex Police 
Chief Officers to explore the pos- 
sibilities of utilising our expertise 
and experience commercially 
within the Service. 

In addition it is also intended to 
discuss with the Service, the skills 
we have acqulred and business 
opportunities we have identified, 
particularly in the marketing of 
our business would be commer- 
cially viable to the police. 

Now the service is able to 
receive a percentage of its budget 
from outside, the door is open for 
the Association members to work 
jointly on common business ven- 
tures. Specific areas have already 
been identified as marketable 
products so watch this space. 

New members 
and enquiries 

Contact Dick Bloomfield - 
Secretary on TelIFax 01702 
202959 (note - new number). 

The price of compassion 
YOUR editorial note on matters 
associated with animal "rights" 
(May) correctly brings back the 
essence of my published letter 
(March) on compliance with the law 
into focus. 

Heather Kiff informs us in her let- 
ter that her husband is a former 
police officer, yet surprisingly, she 
accepts the justification of the illegal 
activities of the animal "rights" pro- 
testers. 

Police officers have been subjected 
to abuse and have been pelted with 
stones, bottles and eggs injected with 

chemicals, causing injuries with one 
officers sight being endangered. 

Fire bombs have been sent to 
farmers legally earning their liveli- 
hoods in producing lamb, without 
which they would, at the taxpayers 
expense be placed on the dole. 

The Home Secretary informs us 
that £6 million of taxpayers money 
has so far been spent on the protest- 
ers to enable law and order to be 
upheld, money that would be better 
spent in fighting crime against 
human beings. 

We now read that those protesters 

being prosecuted will receive legal- 
aid which is also funded by the law- 
abiding taxpayers. 

Heather Kiff declares that compas- 
sion is not rationed, but conspicuous- 
ly, she shows none in her letter for 
the injured police, caused by the pro- 
testers which she supports! 

One can be extremely genero 
with compassion, particularly wh 
it is at the expense of someone else 
life, or cost. If the animal protest 
acted within the law, sought 
change Article 36 of the E.U. legis 
tion which restricts U.K. laws a 
also put their own money where the 
mouths are and fully footed 
above bills falling on taxpayers, 
would be more impressed with t 
compassion. 

It is of no concern of mine if 
one exercises democratic freedo 
choice in being a vegetarian, but 
have no right to act like Orwe 
thought police and try to force the 
views on to the rest of us. 

Removing the 
I WRITE in response to the 
letter from Ken Baptist 
(published last month) in 
which, as a uniformed offi- 
cer, he expressed his resent- barriers 
merit to wearing civilian trainers are first class at providing rier to communication and therefore 

clothes on certain training it- needs to be replaced. 
It is essential to the success of this I cannot convince Ken and those 

courses. 
style of training that as many of the who Support his view in one short 

The issue of all members of cer- barriers to communication are letter, but I ask that where officers 
ta in  courses  being in  c iv i l ian  removed as is possible. 

a re  reques ted  to wear  c iv i l ian  
clothes on certain courses, they will 'lothes to the current When a penon is training with his do so for the benefit of all those 

sty1e of Student centred or  her peers the issue of uniform taking pan. 
learning relies heavily on the unin- does not arise, but  on mul t i  
hibited free exchange of ideas and rank,discipline courses uniform has 
experiences. been identified as an inhibiting bar- Peter Durr, EPTC. 

This style of training has long 
been accepted in the training envi- 
ronment as the most effective and 
the Essex Police Training Centre 

Proud to be in uniform 

Destroying I 

I am not a vegetarian, but am not { 
I 

alone when one recalls that Jesus 
ordered five loaves and two fishes to ' 

Grateful for 
S U P P O ~ ~  during 
son's illness 

I WOULD be grateful if you would 
allow my wife and I via your letters 
page to thank all those people who 
have recently given us help and sent 
messages of support during the 
recent illness of our son Jack. 

Despite being seriously ill with 
~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ , t i ~  he is now well on the road 
to a full recovery andwith a little 
luck he should not suffer any long 
term effects. 

We would particularly like to 
thank Bob Ward and Lee Weavers 
for arranging transport home for 
myself, and Wendy from Welfare for 
all her support. I would also like to 
tha* Vie M U ~ P ~ Y  and the other 
friends and relatives who did the bid- 
ding of Marion and I without ques- 
tion whilst we were stuck in ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ .  

Marion and Geordie Tyson. 

be brought to him to feed the multi- 
tude. 

On the facts of wildlife destroying , 

food for vegetarians, the Ministry of 

I W R I T E  in  relat ion to  Ken School whilst stationed at HQ IR, 
Baptist's recent letter in The Law, my joining instructions stated that 
Ken has to be applauded for his let- police officers were to wear civilian 
t e ,  he says what many of us feel clothes. I suppose being a "rebel'' I 
and have thought for some time. chose to wear my uniform. I was 

HOW absurd to be told YOU have informed by the course instructor 
to attend a course of say "equal that the sight of me and my col- 
opportunities'' then in the same league in uniform was intimidating 
breath be told that police officers some of the fellow students, civilian 
WILL wear civilian clothes! ! ! ! staff from around the county. 

I joined Essex Police in 1972, I I spoke to these people and this 

was proud then to wear my uniform really was not their feeling, just that 
and still am proud of it today. of the course instructor. 

I doubt very much that many of To conclude, people like me and 
those who joined with m e  then my colleagues joined a uniformed 
would disagree with Ken's letter, as disciplined organisation, it is called 

to the civilian staff feeling intimi- the Police, we have been proud to 
dated by police officers I have to wear the uniform for a number of 
concur with Ken's feelings that they years and I will carry on wearing 
may just be in the wrong occupa- my uniform proudly to the conclu- 
tion. sion of my service. 

I too  have  suffered f rom the  
"intimidationm syndrome, I was PC Alan Addison, 

ordered to  a t tend a te lephone Air Support Unit 

answering course at  the Training 

Agriculture estimate that 30 million i 
rabbits in the UK destroy £100 mil- 

' 

lion worth of crops annually. The 
National Farmers Union of Scotland 

' 

has reported that the rabbit explosion 

in the Orkneys is out of control and 4 
is destroying the viability of crops. 

The Department of Health in a 
report stated that in London, rat- 
infestation is causing concern on the u 

enormous health and economic prob- 
lems. Maybe, Heather Kiff can offer 
her expertise in solving these prob- A 

lems on wildlife? 
As a footnote, my grand-daughter 

who lost sixteen chickens tom apart 
by a fox, replaced them. Last week, 
these replacements suffered a similar 
fate. 

Walter J Ablett. 

In search of : 
! Mistley officers .$ 

; 

AT Mistley we are trying to tra 
back the  officers who ha 
served at this station over the pa 
years, with the dates that th 
s tar ted  and finished in t 
Mistley Section. 

I would ask  former Mist1 
Sect ion officers,  serving 
retired, to forward the dates to 
at Mistley. I can be contacted 
01206 392611, ext 11160 or 
faxing 0 1206 39325 1. 

Neil Barber, Mitl 



Freezemarking is demonstrated on this Essex pony. The 
virtually painless system kills the pigment cells in the sad- 
dle patch. This causes the hair to grow back white ensur- 
ing that the security marker can always be seen. 

CRIME prevention methods come in The information stored in a register is 
all shapes and forms and some are then available to police officers through- 
more successful than 0ther.s. One out the country 24 hours aday. 
method which proved highly success- Quite unlike other methods of hot 
ful in the recovery of a stolen pony in branding and hoof marking, a super- 
Essex last month was freeze marking. chilled marker is applied to a clipped 

E~~~~ year there is an increasing num- area on the left side of the saddle patch. 
ber of animals stolen and police are often The marker the pigment in 
powerless to trace the animals because of the hair which re-grow white within a 
the lack of identification. few weeks leaving a permanent mark 

~~~k in ,978 the ~~~~k~~ freeze which can be recognised at a glance. 
marking system \vas introduced provid. Although it is an excellent deterrent 
ing a humane system of giving positive, few people outside the horse world 
unique and permanent identification for appear to be aware it. With many 

farms and rural areas in Essex, local offi- 
A four character number is allocated cers what look for. 

to each animal and ful l  details are After all in the last 20 years it has led 
recorded, together with subSequent to the identification and recovery of over 

5 million stolen dairy and beef cattle. 

Crucial for 
education 
TWO years after 
launching the very first 
Crucial Crew event, 
Basildon Division has 
been at it again. 

Although the idea 
was taken up all 
around the county 
after the pioneering 
1993 event, Basildon 
CPO Ray Williams 
said he felt there was 
still much worthwhile 
work to b e  done with 
the project. 

F o r  two weeks f r o m  
June 5, more than  1200 
local youngsters were due 
to take part  in the crime 
prevent ion  a n d  safety 
exercise, based a t  
Beauchamps  School, 
Wickford. 

Those  t a k i n g  p a r t  
joined i n  a series of 10 
scenarios, each lasting 10 
minutes ,  cover ing  a l l  
aspects of crime and safe- 
ty awareness. 

All the emergency ser- 
vices a re  involved in the 
event, with Essex Police 
concentrating its message 
on the dangers of drugs. 

"It has been extremely 
well sponsored by local 
businesses, inc lud ing  
Basildon District Council, 
f o r  which we a r e  very 

Winners 
T H E  lucky w i n n e r s  of 
last month's competition 
i n  The Law a r e  M r  
Jackson, from Westcliff- 
on-Sea, M r s  M. 
Benjamin, from Benfleet, 
M r s  S. Chambers, f rom 
Canvey Island and Mrs  J. 
Priest, from Purtleet. 

They  a l l  win fami ly  
tickets to  Thorpe Park. 

Focus on vouth 
THE 120 delegates at the annual Crime Check conference W 
last month focused on reducing the fear of crime in general 
and the growing problem of youth crime in particular. 

And they took away with them conference themes and there was 
the message: "Involve young peo- also a dramatised presentation by crime 
ple in your local ~eighbourhood the Basildon Youth Theatre - 
Watch activities and crime Dreven- tutored bv Leslie Williams - fea- 
tion schemes." 

Statistics show that youth crime 
in the UK is costing £7 billion 
annually; the average age of 
housebreakers is 17 and they will 
usually break into a house within a 
mile-and-a-half of  their own 
home. 

One in four young people have 
been cautioned or convicted by the 
police. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
(Support) Charles Clark told dele- 
gates that figures for Essex show 
the overall level of crime in the 
county to  be well below the 
national average. 

Complacency 
But he warned against compla- 

cency and said he firmly endorsed 
community action as the only way 
forward, especially in tackling 
youth crime. 

Mr Clark said: "If communities 

turing s;ephen Barden, Lucy 
Childs and show-stealing Joey 
Tofts, who acted out scenarios of 
youth attitudes to drug-taking, 
drinking, smoking, shoplifting and 
bullying, illustrating in a graphic 
way the effects of peer group pres- 
sures. 

Mr Andrews commented: "We 
are delighted to be supporting this 
major crime prevention initiative 
again. After the excellent response 
to  last yearis meetings which 
focused on communicating 
change, we have decided to go 
straight to the heart of the matter 
and address what makes people 
afraid and, more importantly, what 
can Neighbourhood Watch d o  
about it." 

The conference was repeated 
the following night at Garrons 
Banqueting Suite, Southend, 
where delegates were addressed by 
Assistant Chief Constable 

THE LAW, JUNE 1995 9 
- 

Golden treat 
FORMER Essex Police 
Detective Superintendant 
Tony Johnson and his wife 
Joyce, who are celebrating 
50 years of marriage this 
year, have been invited to a 
royal garden party at 
Buckingham Palace in July. 

Mr Johnson, who retired 
from the Essex force 18 
years ago, is a member of 
the RAF Prisoner of War 
Escapers Association, hav- 
ing twice escaped from his 
German captors during the 
second world war. 

Mr and Mrs Johnson, 
who now live in Market 
Harborough, met in 
Darlington, where he was a 
wireless operatorlair gun- 
ner with Bomber 
Command and she was a 
member of the Land Army. 

They have three children 
and five grandchildren and 
will be attending the 
garden party at 
Buckingham Palace in July. 

Licensing 
seminar 

A SEMINAR of holders of 
justices off-licences took 
place at Southend Civic 
Centre in May, following up 
the success of a similar event 

Youngsters from the Basildon Youth Theatre help to change 
can do enough to identify, support (Designate) James Dickinson. attitudes to crime. 
and divert the small number of 
young people who would other- 
wise become the 'real criminals', 
then we would really be able to 
say community action does work." 

Hosted by General Accident, the 
conference at  the New World 
Hotel, Brentwood, was the 16th of 
a series of 65 countrywide and was 
attended by Neighbourhood Watch 
co-ordinators from around Essex, 
as well as divisional commanders 
and crime prevention officers. 

In addition to Mr Clark, other 
speakers were Head of 
Communications at  General 
Accident Ray Andrews; 
Brentwood Schools Liaison 
Officer PC Peter Ryan; the educa- 
tion liaison officer for Police and 
Education Authorities Mrs Jo  
Charnley and Marje Warren, of 
Victim Support. 

A short video highlighted the 

last year for publicans. 
The purpose of the semi- 

nar was to raise the levels of 
awareness to all aspects of 
licensing law, as well as the 
social and moral issues con- 
nected with the sale of intox- 
icating liquor. + 

In addition, the Southend 
Licensing Unit, which organ- 
ised the seminars, highlight- 
ed the problems connected 
with under-age drinking, as 
this is an issue of particular 
concern currently. 

Dinner with 
the Duchess 
OVER £ 17,000 was raised 
for sick children in Essex 
at a charity dinnerldance 
organised by Chelmsford 
Chief Inspector Dennis 
Rensch. 

And special guest for the 
evening was the Duchess 
of York, Sarah Ferguson, 
patron of the Sick 
Children's Trust. 

The evening was held 
last month at the Heybridge 
Hotel, with more than 100 
of the 350 strong audience 

' 

being police officers from 
Essex, City of London and 
the Metropolitan areas. 

The cash was raised 
through the sale of tickets, 
auctions, raffles and a 
grand draw of which one of 
the prizes was a holiday 
worth £750. 

Trial of concept car 
THE trial of the Battenburg car is to 
be extended with Essex taking on 
board another five of the chequered 
vehicles. is extended 

The Law reported last month how When Superintendent Bob Good routes. 
a report was to be presented to the attended the Committee the work The Essex vehicles which are 
ACPO Traffic Committee outlining was welcomed but their were con- already on the road have been placed 
previous trials and amendments cerns expressed over individual in Harlow, Chelmsford, Stanway and 
made to the brightly coloured livery. Forces "corporate image", long term Rayleigh. 

During last year 11 Forces tried accident data and increased costs. While this trial continues further 
the design, which was created in con- The Committee therefore endorsed research will also be carried out with 
junction with the Police Scientific a proposal for an extended trial by the Dutch Police who have their own 
and Development Branch, and was Essex and the Metropolitan Police to design, and it is hoped to link into a 
supported by over 80 per cent of the use a further 11 vehicles between current study by the Police Research 
crews involved. them on the M25 and other main Group. 








