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Conference discusses a partnership approach with private companies

DESPITE the Government's increased spending on the police service
for 1996-7, the allocation
to Essex is, for the second
year, below the national
average.
This will mean that
once inflation and
unavoidable growth is
accounted for, Essex
Police will face another
very difficult financial
year.
The Essex figure of
£151.8 million (an
increase of 3.4 per cent)
must be seen in the context of the £3.5 million
cut from the budget for
the current financial year,
when the settlement was
£146.7 million.

Forging links for a
safer community
ESSEX Police will today take the first step towards forging
new partnerships with both thc2 private and public sectors, to
provide a safer community.
At a conference at Police
Headquarters, Chelmsford, representatives from the region's leading businesses, and from local
authorities in the county, will discuss with Essex Police a combined
approach to tackling community
safety issues and how partnership
and sponsorship at corporate level
can make an impact.

Allocation
The percentage increase
for Essex must also be
seen against the national
average of four per cent.
A large part of the
Government's extra allocation will be taken up by
the increase in police
wages nationally of three
per cent.
The Chief Constable,
Mr John Burrow, and the
Police Authority are committed to maintaining the
number of officers available for street duty, but
there is little likelihood of
any significant increase in
that figure, despite the
Government's avowed
intention to put an extra
5,000 bobbies on the beat
nationally over the next
three years.
ACC (Support) Charles
Clark, commented: "It
will be another very difficult year for Essex Police,
but we are committed to
providing high quality
front line policing."

Forensic science
The conference will concentrate on
f i v e key a r e a s : f o r e n s i c s c i e n c e
services; crime prevention, neighbourhood watch, specials and safety on the
roads. There will also be displays by
the Air and Marine Support and TV
Units.
Delegates will see presentations about
each of these activities and will have the
chance to question relevant personnel,
as well as chief officers, about how best
to become involved in enhancing community safety in partnership with Essex
Police.
The conference will be addressed by
the Chief Constable, Mr John Burrow,
the chairman of Essex Police Authority,
Mr Richard Boyd and Sue Yoxhall,
national Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator.

Commitment
WORLD champzon boxer Frank Bruno and H a r l m constable Ian
Wzlsonjoin in the fun of a Chrzstmas party.
For full detazls and more star guests turn to the back page.

Paper change
DUE to the ever-increasing cost
of newsprint, staff on The Law
have had to look for ways to
reduce their monthly bills.
As from January 1996, the

publication will be produced on a
slightly lower grade of paper. It
won't be quite as heavy or as
white but should still provide a
good quality newspaper.
If anyone has any suggestions
about the quality or the content
of The Law, the editor Kim

Mr Burrow, in emphasising the
importance of the conference, once
again underlined the Force's commitWhite would be happy to hear ment to working in partnership and
from you on 50620, or write to introducing a fundamental change, by
her in the Press Office at inviting business and local authorities to
sponsor such partnerships.
Headquarters.
He said: "Only in this way will we
May all the staff in the Press
Office take this opportunity to continue to reduce the incidence of
wish you a Merry Christmas and cgme and ensure a safer and less fearful
Happy New Year.
community.

I By Norman ~ i c k s )
"The new element of sponsorship is
brought about by recent changes in legislation," said Mr Burrow.
Welcoming the Essex Police initiative
in calling the conference, Police
Authority chairman Richard Boyd commented: "My hope is that with a joint
approach between councils, business
and police we can turn public concern
into public commitment and free the
community of the fear of crime."
The conference is being supported by
BT, whose Major Business Customer
Manager, Mr John O'Leary, who will be
on hand to explain his company's
involvement, said: "BT has always supported Essex Police and we are delighted to be part of today's event."
Also present will be Supt Andrew
Hayman, head of the newly-created
Community Safety Department, which
has organised the conference, under the
guidance of Assistant Chief Constable
Charles Clark.
For full details see centre pages.
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scale charges on fuel used for private mileage - in line with the
increase in fuel pump prices. For

KENNETH Clark's recent Budget wa

majority of the population into 'a feel good' position and
at the same time keep the financial institutions in the City
The main p o i n t s o f t h e final
cake m i x t u r e was as folIncome tax: The basic rate

Victims of bad advice who are
reinstated in an occupational
scheme can be reinstated under the
more favourable pre- 987 and
1987-89 benefit regimes,

income tax, lowering their assessed
tax benefit for their private use of
For a 24 per cent
company
taxpayer driving a middle-range
Ford Mondeo, for example, the
annual bill will be about £40 less.
Fuel: Petrol (leaded and
unleaded) and diesel rose by 3.5p a
Super unleaded petrol rises a further 4p a litre in May 1996.

thresholds increased by more than

TODAY'S Community Safety Conference is anothe r landmark in the development of Essex Police as a
key player in the social infrastructure of the county.
Policing is not just about feeling collars o r acting
as a visible deterrent to crime.
There must be a recognition of the social interactions and community pressures which turn a n individual o r group of individuals into trangressors of
the rule of law.
That is not to say that such sociological considerations should b e allowed to distract from the core
policing role the service performs.
But w e ignore them at our peril.
That is why today's conference is s o important.
T h i s i s n o t a b o u t E s s e x P o l i c e selling o u t t o

By Brian Pallant

MAY 1, on behalf of
Terry S ~ e l m a n ,Mick
Irene

Black

private enterprise.
I t is about Essex Police taking the lead to bring
together those elements of the community which, in
partnership with us, can ensure that crime and the
fear of crime are reduced.
N o n e of t h e initiatives which flow f r o m s u c h
partnerships will take the place of the core activity
w e are duty-bound to maintain.
They will enhance that activity and enable Essex
Police, backed by the community at large, to move
forward and make Essex a safer place in which to

and

reversed, in part, his decision to
Christmas and best
wishes for a healthy,
happy and prosperous

savings rates may follow.

£ 154,000 to £200,000.

live.

There were almost no changes to
CGT. However the tax free annual

it share scheme - was reduced from
five to three years.

duty on handrolling tobacco is
frozen.

THE judgment i n t h e

from £6,000 to £6,300.
Gilts: In a complete reversal of
the Government's initial proposals
earlier this year - and following
protests from private investors - the
Inland Revenue announced that private investors will continue to
enjoy tax-free capital gains on gilts
and qualifying bonds.

The age at wh.ich
people can qualify for retirement
relief on up to &625,000 of gains on
business assets is lowered to 50,
down from 55. This allows indi:Gduals to dispose of all or part of a
personal business on retirement
without paying capital gains tax.
Cou nc i t a X: Average

L 0 ng -term

council tax rises across England of
at least 5 per cent - possibly as high
as 10 per cent - could follow this
week's surprise relaxation of
restrictions on spending by the
largest local authorities.
Road tax: carroad tax rises
£5 to £140. H
~ all cars~and
motorcycles over 25 years old are
exempt from road tax - so that
1 5 0 , 0 0 ~owners of
cars
will be
a refund on the tax

is "0 change in the level of duties
On beer and wine, but the duty on
spirits is reduced by 4 Per cent about 2 7 on
~ an average bottle of
whisky. The duty on strong cider
rises 8~ a pint.
NO change: The VAT rate
is unchanged, as is the threshold for
VAT assessment for the selfemployed. Mortgage interest relief
is to remain unchanged for the lifetime of this Parliament, and stamp
duty on house purchases remains 1
per cent on properties above
£60,000. There is no change to the
tax regime on redundancy pay - the
first
~ 30,000
~ is still~tax free.~
,

September 28, 1994 on
which I reported in this
page of The Law. At that
time, although the legal
advice from counsel Suggested that the prospects
of success were poor, we
were looking as a Joint
Branch Board as to
whether we should 'On'ider running a case

C a r e:

Individuals with capital of up to
£16,000 are now eligible for help
with the cost of care in residential
and nursing homes - double the
previous level of £8,000. Those
with capital of £10,000 and below
need make no contribution - up
from £3,000.
The benefits
a range
long-term care insurance policies
are exempted from tax.

Personal pensions:
Lump sum compensation for the
mis-selling of pension contracts
between
1988 .and June
30, 1994 will be exempt from tax.
279

~

Body armour:
your views
I HAVE been asked by
our Solicitors, Russell,
JOnes &
enquire on problems
with regard to the
wearing
of
body

armour for a long period. They are at present
acting for a number of
officers in the north of
the country who have
suffered injury as a
of wearing body
armour for a long
period.
~f any officer has suffered any injury or perceives a problem from
the wearing of body
armour, can they contact the JBB Secretary
either by writing or
ringing extension number 54502.

S:

they have already paid up until the
expiry of their current disc.
Company cars: ~h~ only
extra tax burden on company car
drivers is a 5 per cent rise in the

These details are provided by
George Burrows Group Insurance
and represents their understanding
of information in the Budget at the
present time. No liability can be
accepted for
action taken on
the basis of this information.

any

Subscriptions: it's 9 :p.c.
YOU will be aware that a recent Force
Order was issued setting out the new
Federation subscriptions from January
1, 1996. It was originally agreed at
Conference in May of this year that the
Joint Central Committee at their
November meeting was to set the subscriptions for 1996, and at that time the
13% increase was what was b t i n g
sought. However, after setting their
budget for 1996 the 9% increase was
sufficient to meet the demands placed
on the funds by members' services.
At the same time, I am happy to
report as mentioned in last month's edition of The Law that the Inland Revenue
has agreed that with effect from April 6,
1994 all subscribing members of the

Police Federation of England & Wales
are entitled to tax relief on their subscriptions. For your information your
Joint Branch Board Treasurer, Terry
Spelman, has written to the Inland
Revenue at Gateshead, suggesting that
the best way forward with regard to this
tax relief would be for it to be allotted to
each officer at source and their tax codes
adjusted to take into account, in the first
instance, the back year and any future
years to be shown on the new tax codings in a similar way as the allowance is
shown at the moment for incidental
expenses such as socks etc. 1 will keep
all members informed as soon as we
have a definite answer from the Inland
Revenue.

JUST for membersinforma-

help!

amount of &51,000. The total
tion, during the quarter to the amount for the year to date is
end of October 16 Halifax loans £112,300. Can I remind memwere completed to a tota~ hers that appiication forms are

The views expressed in this column are
those of the editors and do not necessarily
reflect those of the Chief Constable or any
other member of Essex Police.

Cracking down on
computer crime
POLICE in Saffron Walden and Dunmow are taking
positive action to combat the growing menace of computer related crime with a special action plan drawn up
to co-ordinate the initiative.
There has been an increasing number of office and
commercial burglaries in the Uttlesford District, where
the computers or the internal drives and micro-chips
have been stolen.
As the firms have to re-equip it is a lucrative business for the burglar, who will often wait just a few
months before going back for more.
In an effort to tackle these crimes, local officers will
identify and target vulnerable premises and circulate a
specially prepared advice leaflet 'Take a Byte out of
Computer Theft'.

Industrial Tribunal.
However, having taken
advice
that
i t has been
agreedthat
the
Federation will no longer
provide assistance with
regard to
filed
the actuary
tables of
payments. It is
the line of this deciS I O ~for
, an individual
member or ex-member
who has filed a cornplaint to determine
whether or not to withdraw that complaint.
Any further correspondence from the tribunal
concerning these cases
will now be conducted
with the individual member or ex-member who
filed the complaint.
Unless you hear from
the tribunal or wish to
pursue the complaint
yourself1 we would
advise that You need
take no
as a result
this notice. If
do write
er>the
to you, you may have to
decide whether to pursue
the case yourself at your
own cost or withdraw the
complaint.

available from the Federation
Office and that our loan
scheme with the Halifax is at
2% below their norm, rate.

E s s e x Police

1.1.~.Sports & Socinl club

CHRISTMAS
KARd(>K€/DiSC@

New S P O ~ ~
Davilion
S
.

Saturday
l 6th December
start 7 3 0 pm

Tickets £3 p e r Head
(includes lucky d r a w
~rize)
Available from:
Shirley €xt 50664
rax 50665
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magic Leah Betts dies after taking 'pure9ectasy tablet
THE sounds of gun shots
at a caravan park in
Hockley sparked a full
scale alert earlier this
month.
And on arrival police
came face to face with a
'shoot out'
But there was no real
cause for alarm, it was in
fact a country and western e v e n i n g a n d only
blanks were being used
in the bar-room brawl.

RETURNING home
from holiday, a couple
in Kirby Le Soken,
were shocked to find
their home had been
ransacked.
Reporting the burglary to the police they
later discovered that
the damage had actually been done by a squirrel that had sneaked
down the chimney.
A MAN out walking
his c a n i n e c o m p a n i o n
got quite a shock when
his pet started digging up
an unexploded bomb.
However, when the
relevant
authorities
arrived they discovered it
was in fact a fire extinguisher.

REVERSING her
automatic car into the
garage proved a little
too tricky for a woman
in Leigh.
Not only did she
manage to knock half
the garage down, she
also managed to run
over her husband at the
same time.
Fortunately he was
only slightly injured.
A DISTURBANCE in

Death sends ~owerful
drug message

THE death of Ecstasy poisoning victim
Leah Betts has provoked massive media
attention and brought Essex Police an
avalanche of information about drug pushers from a horrified public.
at Broomfield Hospital, where
The tragedy of Leah has
she died, and an educational prosent a powerful message t o
ject which has still to be
drug u s e r s a b o u t the risk
finalised. Donations should be
they are running, and has Ecstasy tablet at her 18th birth- sent to Leah's Appeal at the
left suppliers looking over day party at her home in National Westminster Bank, 36
Latchingdon, has continued to High Street, Maldon, Essex.
their shoulders in height- unfold.
(account number 53689593).
ened fear of a p p r e h e n s i o n .
Her corneas, heart, lungs and
At Leah's funeral service, the
During the past three
weeks, more than 350 pieces
of information about drug
crime has been volunteered to
Essex Police and its
Crimestoppers phone link.
Det Chief Insp Brian Storey,
who is heading the investigation,
said: "We have gained a great
deal of information that will provide a platform for more arrests."
So far, six people have been
charged with drugs offences (two
directly related with the Betts
inquiry) from information
received, five have received cautions and others are on police
bail pending further enquiries.
And the legacy of Leah, who
died last month after taking an

other organs have been donated.
~ r a n a d aTelevision is producing a documentary on her life
and death, which will be distributed to schools as an educational
video on the danger of drug
misuse.
The advertising industry has
given free use of 1,188 roadside
poster sites for a stark warning
message featuring Leah's picture
alongside the simple slogan
Sorted - the slang term for having been supplied with a drug.
The posters are on display this
month in a campaign with a
space value of £ l m.
And an appeal has been set up
in her memory to raise funds for
both the Intensive Therapy Unit

THREE men found blasted to
death at a remote farm track, were
known Essex criminals.
Pat Tate, Tony Tucker and

Thursday morning in a Range
Rover in Rettendon.
All three had been shot through
the head at close range, a post

An Angel of God
Ecstatically, young wings spread wide,
Teenage years within her stride,
Adventure filled her every day,
Each carefree moment longed to stay,
A memory, cherished with a girlish pride.
Beneath the surface, what she felt,
We'll never really know. Maybe she dealt
A fleeting glance into the unknown,
Towards a world outside her home;
A place of mystery, where dragons surely dwelt.

shotgun.
It's believed they were murdered some time between 6pm the
previous evening and the time

Det Supt Ivan Dibley, heading
the investigation, told press
reporters at the scene: "As far as
murders go, you don't get anymore serious than this."
Although the trio were known to
Essex Police as burglars and
armed robbers, it is believed they
were also heavily involved in a
One theory is that they were
enticed down the quiet lane, for
some sort of meeting, and instead
met a gruesome death.
Little sign of a struggle certainly
who they were meeting and that it
was a gangland killing.
On live radio at the weekend,
Mr Dibley appealed to members
of the underworld to come forward with any information which
will help in the search for the
Scenes of crime officers combed

Public Order is to be carrying
out a full review of Gunfleet

Seaber in the Command on
01245 491491 ext 53366.

Government and has come into
every home in the land in a way
that no similar tragedy has ever
done before."
Insp David Perry, head of the
Essex Police Drug Education
Unit, commented: "It has all
been very powerful in raising
awareness and I hope we can
keep the ~nitiativegoing in a
positive

SOmetiing

Three murdered at farm

a f l a t in G r a y s led t o
swift action from police
officers who were told
that there w e r e y o u n g
children in the home and
furniture was being
thrown around.
O n arrival, however,
police d i s c o v e r e d t h e
noise was emitting from
a rather loud television.

AND to end on a
Christmas note, police
cones were used to seal
off Market Square in
Saffron Walden last
month so that Father
Christmas had room to
park his sleigh when he
arrived to turn on the
town lights.

Janet Betts, that their daughter's
death should be a salutary lesson
to other young people. This
courageous stance began when,
through the Essex Police Press
Office, they gave the media
access t o a picture of Leah on a
hospital life support system.
Dr Gordon said: "They have
Rev Dr Don Gordon commended begun something that will not
the determination of her
that has
parents, Paul and
A drawn the attention of the

What price then, an experiment with fate?
An exotic dream? A passage through a gate
To heaven Who can tell? Until,
Those silent in fear - praying; will
Break their hearts to lose their vigilant wait.
When no malice or criminal intent embraced her,
And only the desire for fun and adventure
Possessed her teenaged mind, those left behind To mourn; to feel the pain; should feel no guilt,
No sad remorse; in the years ahead they must endure.
Ecstatically then, she lived and died.
Remember her with loving pride.
Be proud that once you knew an
Angel, now waiting patiently for
Reconciliation and explanation. More,
To heal the wound, no secrets will she hide.

Fred Carey
Benhurst Avenue
Hornchurch

Officergsdaughter to
represent police in USA
STUDENT Hannah Garwood, has been chosen to represent the International Police Association at a Youth
Gathering in San Diego.
The 16-year-old daughter of Essex Police dog handler
Martin Garwood, was one of only three youngsters chosen, nationally, to travel to the USA.
The other two are from Yorkshire and Leicester.
The idea is for representatives from all over the world,
all of whom are children of police officers, to meet up
and carry on the friendships renowned through the IPA.
The three week trip, of which £300 is sponsored, will
take Hannah to Disney Land, San Diego Zoo, Top Gun
School and other attractions.
To win the trip Hannah had to convince organisers
that she was the best person to send.
Studying languages at the Anglo European School in
Ingatestone helped in their decision.

4
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Women officers don't
need help like this
ENOUGH! Would the editors of The Law please
get off their soapbox about the "minorities". If
not, cut the production run down by 50 per cent
and circulate to members of the public only as
these
it appears to be for their benefit

line for what a very senior
officer described as "....an
unfortunate choice of

November's edition
again droned on about
sexual equality in such an
aimless manner that it' was
difficult to see exactly
what they were trying to
prove. Such was the confusion that they did, in
fact, score two own goals.
Great efforts were made
to point out that, with the
departure of Supt Eason,
there was no female in the
force above the rank of
inspector. Within a matter
of days two women were
indeed successful on the
boards for chief inspector.
What more ammunition
is it possible to give to the
cynics who do not know
the officers concerned and
the work they have put in
to achieve their goal? The
continual lecturing about
the subject has almost certainly reduced their
achievement to many people as "tokenism". With
help like that, leave me
alone.

are real, not in the minds
of a few, and affect virtually all operational officers.
In Grays there are times
when it is easier to order a
crate of cod from a
Russian trawler in the
north sea than it is to talk
to control. Manning levels, low morale and that
dreaded tenure policy are
all subjects that affect us
all yet are given little or
no coverage in The Law.

Councillor's cla~tran
left me amazed!
I WAS amazed to read the
letter about animal exports
in November issue of The
Law, from Councillor Bob
Russell. To me a load of
clap trap. I suggest he
takes that large chip from
his shoulder.
Thank you Dave Jones,
Police Federation, for
politely and clearly pointing out that the duty of
every police officer is to
uphold the law, full stop.
I have yet to meet a
police officer who does
not like animals, but this is
not the point at issue. It is
lawful and legal to import
animals. It is not legal, nor
lawful to obstruct the
highway.
The laws of the land are
made in Parliament, not in
council offices. I cannot

imagine Parliament made
the law to replan
Colchester High Street,
causing undue delay.
What a good job. The
complaints about the the
'hold-ups' did not result in
people taking the law into
their own hands, or calling
'Rent a Mob' to lay down
in the road.
About a year ago, did
not a certain political party
hint that soft drugs were
harmless? T o me, utter
nonsense.
Councillor Russell did
not state if he went to
Brightlingsea, or if he
stayed away. If he went,
why was he there?
My thanks to every
police officer who took
part at Brightlingsea, for
carrying out a very diffi-

cult task with tact, skill
and politeness.
In 1937, as a young constable in Chelmsford, I
reported a young man for
carrying a gun without a
licence. He told me he
hated me.
He was fined at court,
which I paid, because I
was certain he was not
aware he had to have a
licence where the offence
was committed.
He contacted me later
and expressed his regret
for his original remark,
hate for doing my job namely upholding the law.
If one is not liked
because he does his job, so
be it.

Douglas Andrews
Balton Way
Harwich

Trained
The article again thrust
upon us the great virtues
of having part-time
females (and males). To
quote Sgt Furneaux: "It
may be cheaper to re-

employ a trained officer . .
. . .than to lose the wealth
of knowledge and skills
together with the cost of
training a replacement ....."
It's worth mentioning
here that the force is about
to reintroduce a tenure
policy that has already rid
specialist departments of
very costly and hardearned experience and
knowledge. What about
the cost of re-training
now? Isn't it difficult
when you're tom between
two crusades that clash.
Hello, that goal post just
moved!
Spread across the centre
pages was the headline
"Battle of the sexes".
What battle? I was under
the impression that we
were all supposed to be on
the same side. The staff on
The Law and a small
minority are hell bent on
creating a divided service
where people have to
think twice about every
sentence they speak in
case they offend somebody.

If The Law wants causes, there are
They

-

-

Public
Is this because The Law
has become a public relations exercise for the mass
of members of the public,
councillors and journalists
who appear to be on the

publication's mailing list.
November's letters page
included letters from a
vicar from Suffolk complaining about the seat belt
law and a Darliamentarv
candidate having a dig
about Brightlingsea.
I think it's time to bring
The Law back on course
and remember that it was
intended as a publication
for the police.

Congratulations
Finally,
whoever
thought of taking that truly
awful photograph of Pc
Parker and Pc Blackman
demonstrating role reversal with child and MP5? It
ceratinly was a conversation point though,as few
of us knew that this intrepid pair had produced a
love child. My hearty congratulations to them both.
Pc Malcom Fish
South Ockendon Dogs

Career
What a truly sad state of
affairs where an officer's
career can be laid on the

Equality is in the pink
or should that be blue?
I HAVE enjoyed reading the Essex Police magazine
from issue No1 and continued to enjoy its news and
views and general chitchat when it was replaced by
The Law, it was a pleasure to have at least one publication without politics.
I would therefore like to take you to task for the
very political letter you published from Mr Russell,
especially as I found it bordering on subversion, was
full of anomalies, unconfirmed comments, innuendoes
and even a touch of paranoia.
I do give you credit for allowing Dave Jones to give
short shrift to such claptrap.
On its inception the Police Federation needed time
to find its feet but has grown from strength t o
strength and is now very capable of knowing the
member's feelings and dealing with their needs.
As an elected councillor Mr Russell has every right
to express views which he believes to be those of his
electorate, but when you allow him to use The Law to
flaunt his political aspirations - SHAME ON YOU.
Mr Whalley, Waverley Road, Benfleet

IN the last edition of The Law the ongoing
and sensitive subject of equality was highlighted.
This may, on the face of it, seem a very
simplistic point but I must get it out of my
system.When I joined the Essex County
Constabulary in the early 60s the Women
Police had their own department, but at
that time the uniform shirts/blouses were
the same colour for male and female officers of constable and sergeant rank.
Later when female officers began to be
integrated onto shift work etc, for some
reason it was decided that they should
wear shirts/blouses and later still chequered cravats.
So far as I know neither of these
changes were asked for by female officers.
If an organisation starts off from the
very outset to create perceived difference
(apart from physical ones) between male
and female officers then surely that organisation must shoulder some of the blame for
starting this unnecessary 'ball rolling'.
A lot of this comes down to psychology.

It's amazing how the human mind, sometimes the sub-conscious. can react and find
itself unwillingly manipulated by information that it is fed, visually or otherwise.
This is why advertising is such a powerful medium.
I can hear you all saying "Don't be so
stupid, some forces have the same colour
uniform for both sexes and it makes no difference".
Well I don't know, has anyone done any
comparisons. Yes it may sound like a load
of rubbish but you have to start somewhere.
Perhaps someone can tell us why these
differences were decided upon in the first
place but I suspect that as femininity
played a part in the decision making we
will still not get any answers. Anyway,
makes you think doesn't it. I suppose you
should think yourselves lucky ladies - it
could have been worse - remember pink
for girls and blue for boys.
Ex-Pc Dave Rose
Saffron Walden

MAY I please use your well read pages to send my best rea-

gards tp all serving and retired colleagues with whom it was
my privilege to serve in Southend Borough and Essex Police
before my transfer to City of London in 1987.
I retired on December 8 upon completion of my 30 years
service and look back with many outstanding memories. To
show I have retained my sense of fun to the end I enclose
proof of my last great adventure - the first and probably the
last Head of City CID leading the Lord Mayor's Show on
November 11.
It was a great privilege and a wonderful end to my career.
Irene and I still reside in Bulmer, Essex, where we intend
to stay safe in the care of local Pc's John Taylor and Gary
Lees.
I look forward to claiming my free pint at Southend bar
on December 21, by bringing my white helmet.
Tom Dickinson, City of London Det (Chief) Supt

THE LAW, DECEMBER 1995

5

Curb those cyclists
A CORRESPONDENT in a south Essex newspaper
writes:
"To make our deregulated pavements safer during
the dark winter months public spirited pedestrians
should consider wearing lights on their top coats, yellow in front and red behind. This would help those
cycling without lights on the same pavement to spot
the non cyclists in good time to avoid accidents to
themselves".
A touch of irony in this comment. It highlights the
danger on public footpaths these days of adult riders.
I have seen an adult nd~ngon a pubhc footpath coll ~ d ew~tha car emerglng from a driveway, and not
content w~thndlng at walklng pace they go at speeds
as for the roads.
It seems the vast expendtture on road safety has
had no effect on thls aspect of todays street lrfe Most
days one can see adult cychsts ride across pedesman
crossings, Ignore traffic l~ghtsand nde wrong d~rectlon In a one way street
It could be cons~deredthere are only mlnor transgresslons of the law, but I wonder ~f anybody has
been reported and gone to court for these offences.
Untll a pedestnan IS kllled on a publlc footpath by
an adult pedal cycl~stand there is an outcry, the same
conduct w ~ l lcontlnue as there appears to be no
enforcement of the law In thls respect.

Phi1 Pewsey, Hamstel Road, Southend

Think before you act
I REFER to the letter from Pat Styles in the
November Issue of The Law ent~tled odd you be a
governor?"
As a ret~redo f f ~ c e rI applaud any Inltlatlve,
engagement etc des~gnedto promote pol~celpubl~c
relat~onsand enhance the reputation of the pollce servlce
Unfortunately the role as a school governor for any
pol~ceofficer could present senous problems.
governor does
Whilst taking On the role Of
not contravene Regulat~on 9 of the P o l ~ c e
Regulat~ons1995 (Rertnct~onon the pnvate l ~ f eof
pollce officers), ~t can cause embarrassment to the
lndlv~dualconcerned and the pohce servlce In general under certaln circumstances.
I strongly adv~sepollce officers to cons~derthelr
posltlon and consult Essex Pollce Pohcy (formerly
Standlng Orders) Sect~on6 paragraphs 197 to 199,
before accepting such a nomlnatlon

John Johnson
Publication Unit, EPTC

Moved by your presence
I AM wrltlng on behalf of my famlly to ask you to
pass on our thanks for all the support, both lndlv~dual
and collect~ve,shown to us dunng the lllness and
death of my husband John.
We were very anxlous of the support of so many
members of Essex Pollce dunng John's year long 111ness.
On the day of the funeral, we were all very moved
by the ~argkpolice presence, the Guard of Honour
and the kind attendance of Assistant Chief Constable,
Mr Conlan.
We have received a great many tributes, cards, letters, flowers and donations to the MacMillan Nurses
Fund which was very much appreciated.
All of the above reinforces our affection for Essex
Police which was so much a part of John's life.

Mrs T.D. Vinney, Braintree

Kind help from officers
MAY we, through your letters column take the
opportunity to thank Thorpe and Stanway traffic
police for all the help and kindness that they showed
us from October 21 onwards when our son Alan was
killed in a tragic RTA on the A120 near Horsley
Cross.
Our special thanks must go to Pc Robin Rush of
Thorpe Traffic for all his care and understaning, he
has made a very difficult situation slightly easier to
bear.

Janet Steward, Harwich

Thanks for the support
TO all friends and colleagues. On behalf of myself,
Clive and Lisa, I would like to express our appreciation for all the letters, support and gifts we received
throughout Karen's illness.
Thank you also for the flowers and cards sent after
Karen's death.
Your support has been very much appreciated.

Christine Lawrence

THIS year will be remembered by one
name only - Brightlingsea.
The export of live animals through the
tiny port has, indeed, impacted on all
aspects of policing.
I must pay tribute to
who
policed the demonstrations, sometimes in
the face of extreme provocation, for their
fortitude and their constraint.
But I am also aware of the efforts that were needed by the men and
women across the force, filling in behind those abstractions for the
demonstrations.
It has been a difficult year and yet we have k p t infocus our plan and
for the third year you have reduced the incidents of crime across the county whilst improving detection rates.
Let us hope that in the days to come we have a relatively quiet time so
that you can share with your families the festive season. And as I995
draws to an end may I wish you well for the New Year.

cancer child
with oldcards

1

YOUNG cancer victim Craig R~chardshas an ambition to be in the
Guinness Book of Records and readers of The Law can help.
The seven-year-old, whose cond~t~on
is terminal, wants to be the proud
owner of the largest collection of business cards In the world.
If you have current or old busmess cards you can spare, please forward
them to DC Liz Stephens at Brentwood CID. She can be contacted on 01277
262212 ext 75432.

best wishes for a good 1996.
From the vantage point of the new
Essex Police Authority, we have seen
some of the stresses which have been
carried by all members of the county's
police service.
Budget pressures, strategic plans,
made 1995 an
and 'Onstant
change have
uneventful year.
As we have settled into our new duties, with all the changes that go
with them, we have shared the stresses you have experienced.
Through that shared experience we have appreciated, even more, the
contribution you all make to the life of our county.
Three events remain in my mind as typical of the year now passing.
Our joint visits to Parliament, with representatives of all ranks and
sections of the service, to seek a better deal for Essex.
The commitment to support all of you involved, directly or indirectly, in the pressure-cooker environment of the Brightlingsea protests.
The outstanding contribution towards charities which hallmark the
teamwork and concern for others.
We are proud to work with you. I am very proud to be small part of
policing in Essex. I thank you all, on behalf of your fellow citizens in

Help a child crime victim
WHEN a child becomes a victim of crime it pulls at the
heartstrings of even the toughest of men and women.

( By Illrn white ]

But
police
have
the chance to give something
back, thanks to a charity

do is nomi-

the trustees who decide on merit
what the child should receive.
Clothes, toys, holidays, wheel-

them'
IkanSumner9 publicity 'llicer
for the charity, said: "It is only
natural, when thinking of child
victims of crime, to think of child
abuse, but there are many different cases.
"A child may have had his or
her entire family killed in a hit
and run or
had a bike
However large Or
we
can help."
Each nomination is put before

chairs,
equipment etc
have all been bought with the
money raised.
Next year, as part of a major
launch, the charity hopes to send
to
youngsters on a holiday
to Florida. This will follow a
smaller trip in the Spring for
about 20 children.
In the meantime anyone who
wants to nominate a child should
write to Dean Sumner a t Child
Victims of Crime, F,at 4, The

as

Victims '
f

Crime.
Four Essex children have
already benefited this year from
the scheme, nominated by oftlcers
of the Community Services

BranchLaunched in 1993, the charity
was created by police officers and
by police officers, but forces
are not making use of its facilities.
The idea is to raise cash which is
then used to buy gifts, holidays

and
equipment loryoungSterswh0havebecome~ctims-

And

"ONLY mugs take drugs" is one of the
messages to be seen on Thamesway
buses as part of a drugs education initiative.
The campaign is a partnership
between the South Essex bus company
and Essex Police, and posters on the
vehicles will display warnings against
drug abuse publicising the confidential
Crimestoppers telephone number alongside the National Drugs Advice Line.
Essex Police Drug Prevention and
Education Co-ordinator, Dave Perry:
"By taking this initiative, Thamesway is
not only helping us to cut drug abuse in
Essex but is publicising the Drugs
Advice Line telephone number so that
people who need help can get it."

Pictured with Inspector Dave
Perry is Thamesway Managing
Director E l l Hiron.

you have

Paddock, Wilmslow Road,
Handforth, Cheshire SIC9 3HG.
Alternatively if you are participating in a sponsored event and
haven,t yet derided on a charity,
why not raise cash for c h i l d
Victims of Crime - you could help
give a child the holiday of a
lifetime.

Drink
drive
'hotline'
A 'HOTLINE' has been set up to
help put a stop to persistent drinkdrivers, as part of this year's
Christmas crackdown.
During the festive month of
December members of the public are
being urged to telephone the
Crimestoppers number of 0800
555 11 1 providing details of people
who continue to ignore warnings of
driving under the influence of
alcohol.
The line will be manned until
January 2, between 8am and 6pm,
with an ansaphone available after
hours. Details of any 'live' incidents
should be delievered via the 999
system as usual.
Chief Inspector Roger Anderson,
co-ordinating this year's campaign,
said: "Over the past few months we
have dealt with a number of road
accidents involving drivers with high
alcohol levels. While it is too early
to say whether this indicates any sort
of trend, it is worrying, and that is
why we have introduced the Hotline.
We want the public to help us stamp
out the menace of drink-driving."
Drink drive figures will be
released on December 18 and
January 2.
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'Partners against crime

I

H a y m a n , will b e s p e a r h e a d i n g t h e
Essex Police initiative t o e n t e r i n t o
broad-based partnerships with other
a g e n c i e s , t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r and t h e
communitv.
In addition to introducing measures to
prevent crime, community safety is
concerned with tackling the cause of crime
and other offending behaviour which is not
criminal.
This can be achieved by addressing some
of the underlying social factors which lead
to offending behaviour, aiming to reduce the
fear of crime and supporting victims.
Supt Hayman said that it is important to
recognise that it is not only the police who
are responsible for community safety.
It is the legitimate concern of all in the
local community.
"Through partnerships with other
agencies, the private sector and the
community, shared ownership of the
problems will be created," he said.

Agencies
Those relationships will also lead to the
compilation of joint long-term strategies that
cross the boundaries of individual
professions, agencies and communities.
Essential partners in any strategy will be
the people who live in, work in or use areas

affected by crime, said Supt Hayman.
"They will know the nature of the
problems, they will have a good idea about
what will work and be allies in any
community safety initiative.
"By joining together, a 'self-help'
philosophy can be turned into impactive
community action," he said.
There are numerous benefits to be gained
from this approach. These include:
*Likely reductions in crime and the fear
of crime within the community
*Shared planning and funding, which will
prevent duplication of effort and offer more
opportunities
*A greater recognition of joint
responsibility, which will lead to an
increased sense of community
@Increased safety within the community.
"It is an exciting challenge for the new
Community Safety Department to be a
prominent and active partner in the work, to
achieve a partnership for complete
community safety," said Supt Hayman.

Harnessing modern technology
gives Essex Police the edge
IF the Bobby on the beat has typified the
popular public image of policing during
the past 150 years, then as we approach
the turn of the century it is the hi-tech
equipment at its disposal which best sums
up the modern service in the minds of the
community at large.
In Essex, so often at' the cutting edge of
technology, the sight of the force
helicopter in the skies above the county is
one of the most high profile examples of
this.
The helicopter - for the technicallyminded it's an Aerospatiale AS 355 F1
Twin Squirrel - is an instant response
resource supporting the Essex Police
ground operation.
The rapid deployment capability of the
aircraft means that most of the Essex
Police District can be reached within 10
minutes from lift-off at Boreham.
It is used to assist with incidents
involving crime, containment and highspeed pursuits4 can be used for rapid
transportation (eg of dog units, firearms
teams etc), has an aerial photography and
video capability and is invaluable in
searching difficult terrain for people
reported missing.
The hi-tech equipment on board
includes a Spectrolab nitesun searchlight
(30 million candle power), a public
address system (700 watts), an Agema
thermal image system with a broadcast
quality colour TV capability, a Tracker
system for helping to find stolen vehicles,
a global positioning system for
navigation, gyrostabilised binoculars,
video and camera equipment and sfate of
the art communications.

Identifvina ~roblems
in the community
PARTNERSHIPS for Complete Community
Safety are already work~ngin Essex.
At Braintree, Inspector Jacqui Cheer is
working alongside Braintree and ~ttlesford
District Councils, with the aim of
developing just such a partnership approach
to community safety.
The problems and needs of the
communities are being identified through
surveys and personal interviews which, once
collated, will establish the local priorities.

Having created an understanding of the
local priorities, the various agencies can then
develop appropriate solutions.
Said Insp Cheer: "This approach is
breaking new ground in the way it is
accurately pinpointing the community's
needs. The work within Braintree and
Uttlesford District Councils is both exciting
and challenging. T h e support and
commitment illustrated by all partners has
been invaluable."

Safer roads will
reduce tragic toll
BRITAIN'S roads are getting more and
more congested.
The sheer volume of traffic gives rise to
delays, frustration and accidents and as the
highways wear out under the strain,
roadworks only add to the problems facing
motorists and police alike.
The f ~ n a n c i a lloss to the community
caused by injury road accidents in 1994
amounted to £267 million in Essex alone,
say Department of Transport figures.
During the same year someone was
injured every 55 minutes on average on the

county's roads, with one person being killed
every four days.
Essex Police Traffic Division is
committed to reducing these figures,
assisting the free flow of traffic, dealing
with road accidents and investigating those
which are complex or serious, with a view to
prosecuting where appropriate.
Responsibility for safer roads is vested in
many agencies, as well as the community of
Essex, and it is only by all interests working
together in partnership that the terrible toll
in human tragedy can be reduced.

Extra funding bid for Specials
ESSEX Police has until January 26 next year to bid for a slice of the £4 million being
made available by the Government to increase the number of Special Constables.
Bids which are supported with matched funding from other sources, eg sponsorship o r
local authority grants, will receive more favourable consideration from the Home
Office.
I n Essex, it is hoped that, through partnership with the public and private sectors, a
real impact can be made within the community by increasing the number of Specials.
An area which Essex P o l i ~ eisgartiqularly keen to develop is the provision of Parish
Special Constables, who wouldwork 90 per cent of 'their duty time within a nominated
community, providing a n identifiable link between the police and the community.

I

lthe conference s~otllaht.

MODERN methods of crime detection
rely as much on science as they do on
good intelligence - both are essential
Ingredients to a c h i e v ~ n gsatisfactory
results.
The Essex Police Scientif~cSupport
Department concerns itself with
forensics, fingerprints and photography
and has access to the new natlonal DNA
database, as well as its own AFR
(Automatic Fingerprint Recognition)
'ystem - linked
a national AFR
network - scenes of crime lab and
photographic department.

Costs

Its role is to enhance community safety
by fighting crime through science.
Government introduced a charging
system for the Forensic Science Service.
The annual budget allocated for
forensic examinations by Essex Police is
f678,000, with additional costs for the
DNA
database,
fingerprinting,
photography and training.

T h e Essex Police helicopter bristles with new
technology and is a vital tool in t h e fight against crime

Award-winners set
high standards
THE award-winning Essex
Police Television U n i t already well-respected within
this a n d other forces - is
carving a name for itself in
the tough commercial world
outside.
One recent CO-production,
t a r g e t e d a t schools, is
scheduled for a high profile
launch a n d nationwide
distribution in the new year.
D e m a n d f o r t h e unit's
services h a s i n c r e a s e d
dramatically in all areas of
policing in Essex, since t h e
early days when video was
used principally as a training
aid.
T h e unit's o u t p u t n o w
extends
from
crime

prevention and promotio
videos, t o briefing
official
presen
providing a diverse
programmes for an
requirements.
Jewel in the uni
is, of course, its
i n t e r n a l news p r
national
award
programmes in its class.
T h e power of televis
remains undisputed.
I t is arguably the m
powerful communi
tool we possess
f u t u r e of poli
inextricably linke
video production.

Local solutions td
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ESSEX Police crlme prevention strategy aims to alter
attitudes, to get it generally accepted that not only the police h;
a duty to tackle the n r n h l ~ r n aa a r n r i a r e ~..,;th
The force crime prevention philosophy is very much [ha

local people seeking local remedies to local problems.
Four key areas have been identified as being suitable f o ~
partnerships:
Closed Circuit TV - A partnership between the retail
the community and the police

Safer Community Co-ordinators - A partnership
local authorities and the police. Again funding will be requirc
the police share of the cost
Crime Prevention 'Ikailers - One for each division, to
further promote the crime prevention message by educati~gj
public.
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hospital laundry in the Albanian
town of Korce.
Newly born Children will spend their
Christmas wrapped in blood stained linen
soaked with urine and blood.
The grim reality of the run-down hospital was a sight
two Essex Police officers could not turn a blind eye to.
Now they plan to transform its grim unhygenic laundry
into a unit which halts infection and illness, not
encourages it.

Volunteers
It was in 1992 that Rowhedge Pc Nigel Donkin set up
the 999 to Albania Appeal - he and other volunteers
from the police, fire and ambulance service joined
forcesi to deliver aid to poverty stricken families in the
Korce area.
He masterminded an ambitious task to transport
E120,OOO of food and medical supplies using four 40ft
lorries.
It was during this trip the team visited the run down
maternity hospital and were alarmed by what they saw.
Now Pc Nigel Donkin and Special Constable Pauline
Sherwood, both from ~ o w h e d ~are
e , continuing the
mission to bring aid to Albania and in particular to the
Korce maternity hospital.
But before work can begin £50,000 has got to be
raised to pay for equipment and other costs - only
£30.000 has been collected so far.
Said Nigel Donkin: "The transformation will take
about 12 weeks to complete during which time we hope
to take out teams of ten people for set periods."
Nearly 20 people have already come forward to lend
3 hand but more hands are needed to make the project
3 success.
Both skilled and unskilled people are desperately
leeded and Nigel and Pauline are now looking on their
:olleagues to come forward.
"Really it's more the merrier, we are looking for
rolunteers who can spare some of their time to assist
be charity to complete the project.

Mission
"We can promise an interesting and very worthwhile
ime, we would love to hear from any police employee
)r their families and friends", said Nigel.
-..a
c---.44
unteers wiL -IICCU
LU LULIU UI
"lir.*'lZht to n:rthern
P, and a five hour trip by bus to Korce tne cost
)l
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Christmas present
you could give

-

I
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Special Constable Pauline Sherwood has just
returned from a fact finding mission to in Korce.
She said: "It is such a vast project to take on, but it is
one of survival for the mothers and babies who use it.
"It's so unbelievable Albania is part of Europe, it is a
very poor country and its infrastructure is in a bad
state.
"If I lived in Korce I would want to have my baby at
home," said Pauline.
Nigel said: "We had to weigh up a number of factors
as to where to begin improving the hospital. By
choosing the laundry we would probably save more
lives oy prevennng me spreaa or ~nrecnon.~~
Pauline hopes some of her colleagues from the
Special Constabulay may have particular skills which
could be put to good use.
She sai& "If they are skilled tradesman who can h e l ~
Work to transform the crumbling laundry, which
deals with 200 kilos of dirty linen a day, begins in
spring.
The addition of modern automatic washing
machines, tumble driers and other equipment will
bring hope to the laundry and a better chance of
survival for hundreds of children and mothers in 1996
and beyond.
If you can help in anyway, the 999 to Albania Appeal
can be contacted on 01206 729477. Cheques payable to
999
Rowhedge,
to Albania
Essex,can
C05be7HR.
sent to : 18 Rectory Road,

L
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Police
home
is now
bigger
and
better
FLINT House, the
Police Convalescent
Home at Goring on
Thames, has extended in size to 80 beds,
to cope with the
huge demand for its
services.
In addition, many of
the facilities there
have been improved
and enlarged. No
longer is Flint
House purely for
convalescence.
The bath-chair
image has disappeared and Flint
House now offers
intensive inpztient
and outpatient rehabilitation, physiotherapy, counselling
and general nursing
services, via
planned care programmes in a fourstar hotel environment, set in 14 landscaped acres
The home, a registered charity, is
funded in the main
by voluntary donations from serving
officers and the current rate of contribution is 40p per
week - less than £21
a year.
For further information, contact
Welfare on Ednet
58604, or phone
Flint House administrator Lyndon
Filer, on 01491
874499.

Whoops!
IN last month's
edition of The Law
a photo was published in the centre
spread depicting
the secret wedding
of a female officer.
The Law named the
bride as Dorothy
Watson when it
was, in fact, Beryl
Green.
Dorothy was however, pictured in the
congregation and
also married her
husband secretly to
bypass strict police
regulations.
7

Crackina wav to
reuuce crlme

A CHRISTMAS tradition was maintained in Colchester when police
officers, mayor Mrs Mary Fairhead and mayoress Mrs Sue Bunting
pulled a giant cracker in the Culver Centre shopping precinct.

By Peter h ~ f i e

The merriment marked the launch of
the town's fifth annual Christmas
Cracker Campaign, a community initiative aimed at reducing crime, easing
traffic flow and car parking and
attracting shoppers to the town centre.
In previous years, the campaign has
brought a significant reduction in crime.
The police contribution includes extra regular officers and special constables focusing on
the town centre, with covert and uniformed
patrols detecting and preventing crime.
There is also a telelphone hot line to the
police station for traders to pass on information
and an admin~strationunit to process prisoners,
enabling officers to return to the streets
quickly.
Council initiatives include a new park and
ride car park, a free bus service into town, car
ark monitoring information being.. relaved
through the local SGR radio station and
increased security at car park>.
Police organiser Insp Pat Rice said: "Our aim
is to make Colchester a safe and attractive
in the sense that people find it easier to park
and safer in the knowledge that extra officers
are out there policing the town centre. During
the Christmas period Colchester will not be a
place for troublemakers to come to."

Essex join
burglary
operation
ESSEX played its part in sending a salutary
message to suspected burglars targeted in the
biggest-ever combined police operation to be
mounted in England and Wales.
Forty forces took part in this month's
Operation Christmas Cracker, with the objective of making mass arrests and transfening the
fear surrounding household burglary from the
victim to the perpetrator.
By the end of the one-day operation, 3,772
premises had been raided, 3,327 arrests made
and property worth £1.8 million recovered.
Essex Police executed warrants at 6 8
addresses and made 43 arrests. Twenty people
were later charged with offences, 16 were
bailed pending further enquiries, four were
cautioned and three were released without
charge.
In Harlow Division, counterfeit videos and
CD games valued at £88,000 were seized. A
man arrested in Braintree Division admitted 30
offences involving theft and burglary and
enquiries in Thurrock Division resulted in 133
offences being detected.

Appeal
for donors
G R E A T E R
Manchester Police
sergeant, Michael
Wilde, has launched a
national appeal for
more people to
include their names
on the NHS Organ
Donor Register.
His 20-year-old
son, also Michael, has
suffered from cycstic
fibrosis from birth
and for the past 12
months has been on a
waiting list for a lung
transplant.
Sgt Wilde said: "I
have witnessed my
son's decline in
health over the years
and felt helpless to
improve his quality of
life.
"By joining the
register, you can help
save someone's life."
Details of how to
join can be obtained
from your GP or
health centre. Anyone
wanting further information about the register or about cystic
fibrosis can contact
Sgt Wilde on 0161652-8056.

Chfnnsp Dave Hull, launch the campaign.
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putting more officers on the beat in
Rayleigh Division, with rewarding
results.
Trouble spots in the Castle Point and
Rochford District Council areas of the
division were targeted for three weeks
during November, with pro-active teams
of local officers carrying out regular
day-long operations there.
These areas had been affected by particular types of crime in the weeks
before Operation Brimstone, notably
burglary, damage, drug offences, street
violence and general nuisance.
Routine police patrols could only
devote limited time to such problem
areas, because of the demands of other

Teams of officers spent two days each
week patrolling or keeping observation
in the affected areas.
The teams comprised not only patrol
officers, neighbourhood beat officers
and divisional support team officers, but
also, from time to time, other officers
who do not routinely perform street
duties.
These included specialists, eg crime
prevention officers, licensing officers,
researchers and detectives, as well as a
number of senior officers.
During the period they made 32 visits
to licensed premises, looking for underage drinkers, and carried out 120
stopchecks of vehicles.

Twenty-one .people were arrested.
mostly for drugs and public order
offences. Investigations into the sale of
liquor to the under 18s are continuing.
DC1 Ray Newman, of Rayleigh
Police, said: "Generally speaking, this
part of the county is quite peaceful and
law-abiding. But there are small groups
of individuals dotted around who cause
problems out of all proportion to their
size.
"They have to be dealt with firmly and
effectively, even if on occasions we
have to use all our staf to achieve this."
During Operation Brimsone, an extra
430 police man hours were made available for street duties.

I
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Crime doesn't pay
NEW powers for police officers to

assess a criminal's ill-gotten gains have
just become law.
DC Martin Cook, of the Essex Police
Financial Investigation Unit, based at
Headquarters, explains how they will
work in practice.
A NEW Act of Parliament, the Proceeds
of Crime Act 1995, removes the profit
from any criminal activities committed
by a convicted person during the previous
six years.
From November 1 this year, police
have the power under the new legislation
to look into the financial affairs of anyone found guilty of committing two
offences, from which they have gained
financially.
The court can then be asked to assume
that any income or assets the defendant
has acquired during the six-year period,
for which he or she cannot show lawful
entitlement, are the proceeds of crime.
The onus is put on the defendant to

show that he has a legitimate claim to
such income or assets.
If the court decides that these are the
proceeds of crime, a confiscation order
can be made against the defendant, with a
prison sentence in default of payment.
For example, any defendant found
guilty of two offences resulting in a
financial gain of £90 will have their
income for the past six years checked.
If their lawful income is found to have
been &10,000., but their actual income
amounts to £12,000, then the court can
assume that the defendant has benefited
from crime to the tune of f 12,000 (i.e.
£2,000 a year for six years).
This will be added to the £90 gained
from the current crimes and a confiscation order will be made in the sum of
f 12,090.
Assets such as a house may then be
seized and sold to pay back the sum fixed
by the court, unless the defendant is able
to settle the order by some other

legitimate means.
Police have been given special powers
- similar to those they have under the
Drug Trafficking Acts - to compel financial institutions to reveal details of
accounts held by defendants.
Although many criminals will not have
bank accounts, or money left where the
police can find it, an order can still be
made if the police can demonstrate that
the defendant's lifestyle points to he or
she having enjoyed the benefits of crime
during the relevant period.
Although the new law will not increase
the detection rate, it is hoped that it will
serve as a long-term deterrent.
The new Act has not been launched
with a fanfare of trumpets, or extensive
media coverage, but I believe it will
answer the dreams of all good honest,
hard working policemen, who like to
catch villains and not see them benefit
from crime.
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Awards for
long
service
OFFICERS involved in
combatting drug related
crime were given a special
mention during an award
ceremony earlier this
month.
Lord Braybrook JP,
Lord Lieutenant visited
Headquarters to present
Police Long Service and
Good Conduct medals to a
number of officers.
Thanking everyone for
their support over the
years he made particular
reference to drugs and the
damage it was causing
young people.
He awarded medals to
the following officers:
Sgt John Ball, Pc Keith
Bishop, DC Philip Bridge,
DC Alan Brown, Pc Mick
Brown, Pc Maureen
Chaplin, Pc Larry Collins,
Pc Jim Connolly, Pc Geoff
Cousins, Ex Pc John
English, Insp Gary
Glassfield, Pc Dave
Grimshaw, Insp Graham
Gurnett, Pc Chris Halton,
DS Dave Hammersley, Pc
Alan Heaysman, Pc Brian
Jones, Sgt Rick Matthews,
Ds John Moran, DC Bob
Neale, DC1 Ray Newman,
Pc Brian O'Neill, Ds
Mervin Pickard, Sgt Chris
Rawlinson, Pc Robin
Rush, DC Bob Scott, Pc
Keith Sewell, Pc Dave
Sharpe, Pc John Taylor,
Pc Mick Thorp, Sgt
Gordon Thorpe, Pc Stuart
Webb, Pc Terry Williams
and Insp John Yee-King.
Civilian support staff
were not overlooked during the ceremony.
Jayne Bowsher, Grace
Cox, Marguerite Down,
Susan Foster and Ian
Hockley all received certificates and badges in
recognition of their 22
years valuable service to
Essex Police.

First come
first served
for fitness
A PLEA for help from
fitness fanatics in
Billericay, earlier this
year, has certainly
done the trick.
Officers and staff at
the station were desperately trying to get a
gym together and
asked The Law to help
them appeal for equipment.
So successful was
the response, that they
have equipment to
spare.
Remaining from
their haul are some
pressurised weight
training machines, two
manual exercise bikes
and a bench with some
loose weights.
If any station is
interested the equipment will be given
away on a first come
first served basis.
Contact Sgt Dave
Birkett on ext 45 125.
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ball joints for the susthe Traffic Investigation
Unit,
based
at
Headquarters, shuns the
comforts of a heated,
four-wheeled saloon,
preferring to arrive at
work in his open-to-theelements home-built
JZR three-wheeler - a
replica of the old

tous Austin Allegro,
from which the brake
master cylinder originates.
Graham built the car
himself, with a little
help from some of his
colleagues and is very
pleased with the result.
He maintains that
comfort is not what

machine is powered by a
Honda 500cc motorcycle engine, mounted in a
purpose built space-

about and he adds that it
has a "grim factor" of
11 on a scale of one to
10.

policing plans
THE Essex Police annual plan, known as the local policing
plan, for the year from April 1996 was one of the key aims of
a conference at the Rivenhall Resort Hotel last month.
Members of Policv G r o u ~were I
L
joined by all divisional cokmanders and departmental heads for a
series of workshops, at which first

I

By
- Norman Hicks 1

I

brushing up of the wording and some

of
a review of the . .
changes to the actual targets," said Supt
plan was undertaken, reaching the D,,,
Another purpose of the Rivenhall conconclusion that it was still a valid
was to approve the long-term proference
framework for the force's annual
grammes of the 10 Policy Group subplanning process.
groups, covering the 10 strategic aims in
Actual performance was measured the long-term plan.
against the objectives set last year for
These programmes mark the way ahead
the 1995-6 Local Policing Plan, to for Essex Police in the long-term and give
assess what, if any, lessons need to be firm guidance to senior managers, so that
during the next 18 months everyone has a
learned for the future.
Supt Andrew Drane, head of the management support department, said: "The
purpose of the planning framework is to
show what our plans are and set performance targets, so that the public know
what to expect and divisional commanders
can do their own planning to meet them.
"Our local policing plan for the current
year is pretty good. A few minor things
need sharpening up and this will be done,"
he added.
The Essex plan also compares
favourably with what is being done else-'
where in the country, a fact recognised by
Her Majesty's Inspectorate of
Constabulary in a report earlier this year.
Draft objectives and targets for next
year were formulated at Rivenhall, subject
to approval by Essex Police Authority.
The proposed targets are based on current information about such things as
crime figures, and will be updated in the
light of the latest information before the
local policing plan is published in April.
"Broadly, I expect our local policing
plan will be the same, but with some

clear idea of what the aims and objectives
of the force should be and how these will
be achieved in practice.
Finally, the conference examined the
implications of reductions in funding of
from one to five per cent, to ensure that
the force would be fully prepared for any
such scenario.

Truck recovered thanks to
new prevention scheme
Truckwatch co-ordinator, Sgt
A STOLEN trailer carrying
£18,000 worth of paper has been Neil Seymour, said: "It just goes
recovered thanks to the newly to prove that the partnership
approach does work. It is a partlaunched Truckwatch.
After just seven weeks of the nership between us and the
scheme's existence in Essex, a haulage companies which I hope
trailer and tractor unit was stolen will continue for a very long time.
"This member's vigilance paid
from a yard in colchester in the
off
and makes all the hard work
early hours.
worth while."
Later that morning the trailer
was spotted by a member of
Truckwatch, in Witham.
Having received a fax circulat- FRAMED prints of Essex Police
ing the vehicle as stolen he con- ~~~d~~~~~~~
are now on sale.
tacted the police.
The prints are available from the
The search continues for the Federation Office and anyone intertractor unit, but at least the cus- ested should contact Marilyn Carr
tomer's goods were intact.
on 54555.

Prints of HQ

Nuclear exercise puts services to the test
AN accidental radioactive discharge from
Bradwell Nuclear Power Station formed
the basis of a three-day exercise last
month, to test the county's readiness to
deal with such an emergency.
Exercise Griffin was devised to test the
way Nuclear Electric works with local and
national agencies up to Government level
in responding to a radioactive release.
For the first two days, the operation was
co-ordinated from the Local Emergency
Centre at Essex Police Headquarters. On
the third day, Essex County Council took
over, at County Hall, Chelmsford.
Griffin was the major nuclear emer-

gency exercise in a programme taking
place throughout the country this year.
In addition to Nuclear Electric and the
emergency services, agencies involved
included Essex County Council, Maldon
District Council, the National
Radiological Protection Board, Her
Majesty's Inspectorate of Pollution, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Department of Trade and Industry
and the health and water authorities.
Essex Police's head of contingency
planning, Ken Ferguson, said, "Although
it is highly unlikely that we will ever be

faced by an incident of this sort, we have
to prepare operational plans to deal with
any possible emergency."
The exercise enabled those plans to be
tested and gave the many organisations
involved the chance to interact, he added.
At a hot debrief immediately after the
exercise it was felt that generally the exercise had gone very well.
"There are lessons to be learned and we
are looking at having a more concentrated
debrief and making slight adjustments to
our planning arrangements," said Mr
Ferguson.
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I.P.A. 1
Mid Essex b r a n d
by Fred Dyson

O N the evening of November 10
about 40 members, wives and friends
left Police HQ by coach for Romford
Dog Stadium and on arrival were
shown to tables overlooking the illuminated dog track.
When the racing began, bets were
placed on the individual races, there
were many shouts of excitement
when a winner came in.
During the course of the races we
were served with a three course meal
of our choice and any drinks required
were brought to our tables.
A very enjoyable evening was has
and many thanks to social secretary,
Dick, for arranging the event.
Forthcoming events:
Friday, January 19 - AGM to be
held in the Function room of the new
Sports and Social Pavilion at HQ.
Followed by a talk from P e t e r
Simpson on one of his many travels.
Friday, February 9 - Annual dinner at the New Times Inn, Tiptree.
Coach will be available from HQ and
back.
Friday, March 8 - A home venue
with and interesting talk
August 16 t o 19 - Edinburgh
Tattoo is now fully booked. Further
names will be placed on a waiting
list.
May I take this opportunity o n
behalf of the committee to wish all
out members, wives and friends who
have supported us throughout the year
our very best wishes for Christmas
and the New Year.

Pictured l-r: Back row: Ex-Ds B. Searle, Ex-Insp H. Fuller, Ex-PLA J. Ashcroft, Ex-Supt I.
Watson and Mr A. Thomson. Front: Mr D. Gibson, Ex-Sgt George Rushforth and Ex-Insp
H.Brown.

SOUTHEND played host to a grand reunlon last
month i n honour of the oldest known Scots
GuardIPol~ceoff~ceri n the county - George
Rushforth
George (88) remarked at a recent Garden Party
"Your numbers not dry yet, I was stat~onedIn
Shangha~w~ththe the battallon In 1927 " It was h ~ s
comments wh~chsparked plans for the impromptu
reunion

The evenlng was a great success with many stones
told (some of them may even have been true)
A total of 106 years servlce w~ththe Colours and on

Market Place . m . Market Place,
ACCOMMODATION
required, Chelmsford
area, for single Essex
Police employee with
very obedient, very
well-trained dog. Must
have o w n garden.
Contact L i s o n e x t
60605.
BABY rabbits, very
docile. Contact Julian
Robinson on 5 1504 or
01 306 8853 16.
BROTHER 9 pin dot
matrix printer, IBM

compatible, perfect
working order, £30 ono.
Contact 01 268 752208.
COMPUTER Viglen
Pro 486DX2, SOMHZ,
C D rom, 500mb,
removable scusi, HDD,
software, keyboard,
monitor, £750 ono.
Contact
Adam
Dovaston o n 0 1 7 0 2
420020 or 38 135.
C O R N W A L L
Polperro. Chalet sleeps
415, heated indoor and

r BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE - ONE WORD PER BOX^
11----1-1---1-----

I Name and Rank .....................................................I
IlStation ...........................Home Tel ........................I
I
I Date ................... Signed ......................................... I
L--------.----.----J

outdoor pools, club and
all facilities, £55 t o
£210 per week. Contact
Craid Bailey on 01279
653570 or 01279 832
837.
FOR sale, large four
bed detached house
fronting marina on
River
Blackwater,
Mayland sea, space for
boatlcaravan, £85,000.
Contact Edna Bennett
on 01702 302773.
FOR sale, three bed terraced h a u s e close t o
Leigh Police Station,
centrally
heated,
reduced for quick sale,
£56,000 vacant possession.
Contact
K
Blaxland on 0 1 7 0 2
20 1460.
KEYBOARD, Yamaha
PS300, plus plastic
carry case, still boxed,
£20. Contact Leslie
Bramhill o n 0 1 2 6 8
756474.
LODGER required to
share
house
in
Wickford. Large bedroom, ensuite, shared
kitchen, lounge etc,
£ 5 0 inclusive
~ ~
except

Reserve were recorded In war and peace tlme by the
durlng servlce ~ncludlng
group w~thcountries v~s~ted
Ch~na,Norway, North Afr~ca,Italy Germany, Austr~a,
Egypt, Malaya, Cyprus and Jama~ca
Several members present related some of the~r
experiences as POWs w~ththe Itallan and German
forces
The evenlng ended w~tha presentation of the Bottle
that Cheers from Scotland to George
And w~ththe event provlng such a success ~t was
proposed that a further get-together be arranged for
1996

ESSEX Police extends it sympathies to the
families of the following police pensioners
and former support staff who have died:
Ex-Supt Eric Postans from Hants, who
joined the police force in 1923, serving at
Clacton, Mistley, Harwich, Hadleigh,
Rochford and Headquarters, and retired in
1957. He died on October 29, aged 92.
Ex-DS Albert Ellis from Clacton, who
joined the police force in 1936, serving at
Clacton, Maldon, Brentwood, Witham,
South Ockendon, Harold Hill and
Hornchurch, and retired in 1967. He died
on November 30, aged 80.
Ex-Sgt Leslie Bridge, from Maldon,
who joined the police force in 1928, serving at Romford, Shoeburyness, Dunmow,
Chelmsford and Maldon, and retired in
1954. He died on November 22 aged 87.
Ex-Pc Arthur Lillyman from Epping,
who joined the police force in 1931, serving at Epping, Harlow, Laindon, Hadleigh,
Saffron Walden and Colchester, and retired
in 1963. He died on November 20, aged
87.
Ex-Pc Robert Hills from Chelmsford,
who joined the police force in 1957 serving
at Southend and Headquarters, and retired
in 1984. He died on November 29, aged
60.
Ex-DC Frederick Winterflood from
Leigh, who joined the police force in 1947
serving at Southend and retired 10 years
later following an injury. He died on
November 25, aged 69.
Miss Eunice Worman, who joined the
police force in 1946, working as office
manageress in Basildon Process, and
retired in 1985. She died on November 18,
aged 73.
Mr Herbert Kemp, who joined the
police force in 1989, working as School
Crossing Patrol in Rayleigh. He died in service on November 10, aged 69.

Retirements

FSSEX
its
- - Pnlire
.- - - extends
- .- -- -.
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Market Place

telephone.
Contact Large mobile home on
01268 732612 or 0385 luxury site betweeb St
116179.
Tropez and Cannes.
MIAMI Miss girls bike, Toilet, shower, 13 amp
excellent condition, plugs,
microwave,
would suit 5 to 7 years, fridge, fans, sunbeds
£25. Contact Tony etc. T w o swimming
Conniford a t H Q on pools, half court tennis
56145 or 01702 205041. courts, restaurant, shop,
MIJOS, Spain, Costa disco and bar etc, from
Del Sol. Two bed villa £30 per person per
sleeps 415, garden bar- week. Contact 01430
becue, swimming pools 441709.
on site, panoramic STUDIO flat to let in
views, from £130 to Rochford, four years
£250 per week. Contact old, nicely furnished,
A Rowlands on 0 1277
£330 pcm. For details
65803 1.
contact Sue BonnamyPOLICE constable
Scarrott on 0 1 5 0 2
requires accommoda574472.
tion within commuting
YAMAHA
FZ750
distance of Grays, anymotor bike, 'F' reg,
thing
considered.
taxed and tested, vgc,
Contact Paul on 01226
£2,200. Contact Pc
763753.
ROCES roller boots Kevin Ferrer on 01371
size 6 with socks, cost 876413.
£80 sell for £50. Sega WANTED for charity
Master system plus six shop in Chelmsford games and two control clothes, books, toys,
pads, £40 ono. Contact bric-a-brac. Collection
Sgt Thornton on 01 277 can b e arranged.
Contact Rod Clare on
632635.
SOUTH of France. 52008 or 01 245 250826.

good
- - to the following
c
- - wishes
officers and support btaff who are retlrlng
sgtPatrick Hunter, Blller~cay,30 yearr (8.12 95).
Sgt Patrick McCarthy, FIB, 29 year\ ( l9 12.95).
s i t Peter Hickford, Basildon, 17 years (31.12.95).
DCPatrick Wilkins, MSD, 32 years (10.12.95).
Pc Leslie Blyth, Firearms Training, 20 years (20.2.96).
Mr B H King, Harlow clerk, l l years (29.10.95).
Mr F A Johnson, Traffic Warden, 24 years (8.10.95).
0

N.A.R.P.O. notes
Pension increases
T H E actual percentage increase for Public
Sector Pensions due to be paid as from April 1,
has not officially been published.
However, judging from the September inflation figures, I expect an increase somewhere
around three percent to,b'e announced shortly.

SSAFA and FHS
SSAFA and FHS have again written seeking
retired officers, or those about to retire, to work
as volunteers assisting with problems apertaining
to former members of the armed services and
their families.
The work is varied and interesting and volunteers are required for almost every town and village in the UK.
Full training wil be given and out of pocket
expenses paid.
Anyone interested should contact Mrs A.
Needle, Branch Recruitment Officer, SSAFA &
F H S , Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother
House, 19 Queen Elizabeth Street, London SE1
2LP.

Happy Christmas
Well that's about it for another year. It only
remains for me to wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and a healthy and peaceful New Year.
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Team rallies round
to.cross the line

Rule changes
A PROPOSAL for retired p 2 i c e offii
procers to participate in ~ r o k e Cup,
vided they are full members of the
Sports Association, was passed.
However, it was passed with the proviso that they would represent the division they were last stationed.
This rule comes into immediate effect.
The Management Committee has also
proposed changes to club rules 9 and 43.
Rule 9 states that a serving person
who is entitled to full membership under
rule 4 but who has not taken up membership will not be eligible to use any
club facility which includes the clubroom.
Rule 43 states that no serving member
may introduce a guest who is entitled to
full membership under rule 4 but has not
taken it up or who has been refused.
These proposals will be discussed at
the next Executive Management meeting.

Force lottery
-

l
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THE result of the September lottery
was:
£ 1.500 Judith Bridges.
- . Chelmsford:
£1,000
Christine
Claypole,
Headquarters; £500 Kelly Offord,
Basildon; £300 Denise Thoday, Saffron
Walden; £200 Sandra Parratt,
Headquarters; f l00 Christopher Roper,
Stanway Traffic.
The following will receive £50 consolation prizes:
Pc Neil Green, Canvey Island;
Clifford Collings, Headquarters; Pc
Steven Hutley, Colchester Dogs; Francis
Norris, Headquarters; Pc Ashley Stearn,
Brentwood; Pc Lynda Morris,
Headquarters; Sgt Roy Sutton, South
Woodham Ferrers; DC Errol Greene,
Harlow; Frederick Elvy, Clochester; Pc
Robert Green, Colchester.

WHEN an Essex officer and two civilian colleagues
decided to enter this year's RAC rally they knew they
were in for a tough ride.
The t e a m arrived in Chester
on s a t u r d a y afternoon a n d
were

Olympic
Games
SEVERAL officers have volunteered to
police the Olympic Games in Atlanta,
Georgia next year.
Correspondence has recently been
received stating they no longer require
volunteers.

Tennis

E1

1

New diving club
IF you're interested in scuba diving,
you'll be pleased to hear that a new club
for Essex Police is being formed.
The club will be affiliated to the SubAqua Association, whose motto is "the
friendliest divers in the world".
As well as newcomers with no experience but plenty of enthusiasm, the club
urgently needs members already qualified in addition to qualified instructors.
By being a member you will learn,
develop and dive with people you know
and trust.
And the club will have special interests such as wreck diving, scenic diving,
underwater photography and marine
biology, with many trips organised at
home and abroad.
~nterest,drop a line to Pc Andy
Barnes, Southend Police Station.

smoother.
Whilst other cars were consolidating their position Andy was able to
make up a number of places and was
now lying 6th in their class.
The atmosphere on the final day
was electrifying as news filtered
through that Colin Mcrae had won the
rally and become world champion.
The spectators, of which there were
two million, were packed into the
forests, many standing in a dangerous
position.
When the Nova crossed over the
finish line there was great relief. They
had finished in 76th position out of 95
finishers and won a prize and a cheque
for £250 for 6th in their class.
The car had the second smallest
engine in the rally and even beat a
couple of Cosworths.
Andy would like to thank all his
sponsors for their support and particularly his service crew, Colin Adams

Wanted!

CROKER Cup tennis will be held at
Earls Colne Leisure Club on
Wednesday, January 17.
Enquiries to Force Sports Secretary
on 58888.

1

submitted to

t h e r i g o u r s of scrutiny when all
t h e 175 c o m p e t i n g cars are
checked f o r elieibilitv
and
"
c o m p o n e n t s sealed.
A f t e r a good b r e a k f a s t O n
(the last proper
meal for four days) the rally starte d from Chester Race Course.

The first day's stages were all at
country parks in the Midlands and the
crew's only problem was a puncture
on the first stafe at Tatton Park.
A 4.30am start on Monday saw the
rally begin proper with the surviving
cars tackling the first of the day's
stages in Kielder Forest. One of those
stages was 37 miles long and accounted for 12 of the retirements.
By the time the 170 cars had passed
over the smooth gravel tracks thev
were reduced'to deep ruts. During this

stage the rear exhaust was ripped off
and a loose coolant hose caused some
anxious moments for the crew.
In bed by 1.30am there were only a
few hours of sleep before the third leg
started. The rain and fog caused visibility problems and a further 20 cars
fell by the wayside due to crashing or
mechanical failure.
By now it was a question of survival
and it was only by cautious driving
and thorough servicing that the car
would make it to the finish ramp.
The weather improved on the final
day and just over 100 cars were left in
the rally.
Acdy was lying in 83rd spot. The
stages were extremely fast and a lot

II

GLADIATORS star Saracen
was just one of many stars
who turned out for this
year's sporti lunch for disorganised by
abled c&,
E s 9 d Superintendent Mike
Wckson.
The Presidents Sporting
Club
and
Harlow
Handicapped
Sports
Foundation are dedicated to
raising money for Essex special schools and organisations.
To date they have raised
over £270,000 and, in addition, each year they throw a
Christmas party for hundreds
of youngsters.
Music, games, presents,
food, drink and party hats
and balloons made'for a
chaotic but fun afternoon.
Other stars who joined in
the antics inlcuded Essex and
England cricketer Graham
Gooch, Essex runner Eamon
Martin, Commonwealth gold
medallist Jacqui Agyepong,
former boxing- c - h a m ~ i o n
Gladiator Saracen poses for photographers with one young
John Conteh and footbali star
- . . ...
-.
U s s ~ eArd~les. l'here were
guest.
also cast from Grange
- Hill and Newcastle-based Byker Grove.
Boxer Frank Bruno, who is president of the club, attended for
the loth year running, saying: "Just seeing the smiles on the kids
faces makes it all worthwhile."
He and Saracen handed out special awards to recognise sporting achievements and Frank was presented with his own award
for his neverending support to the cause.
Said Chairman, Mike Jackson: "Each year the event grows in
size. This year we catered for 570 children. It was an excellent
day."
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crew
DICK Houghton from the Training
Centre is again looking for crew for the
forthcoming sailing season.
Says the skipper: "I hae been asked
and I have agreed to build a competitive
team to vigoursly campaign a 33ft light
displacement racing yacht.
I anticipate a 3,000 mile season
including Burnham week, Cork week
and maybe the Scottish series. It will
involve day and weekend races to and
from the Continent and delivery to and
from race venues.
Experience is not essential. But the
right personal qualities are so, I am
looking for 10 to twelve people who are
reasonably fit, enthusiastic, tenacious
individuals, with a high level of commitment, and an ability to cope in stressful
circumstances for maybe several days at
a time.
This is an excellent opportunity to
enter yacht racing at a high level but it is
hard work and it is hard living."
If you think you are up to it, please
send a letter of introduction to Jo
Charnley, c10 Schools Liaison, Crime
prevention, Police HQ. Do not teleohone.
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