
Essex hopes to train up 300 new volunteers with the help of Government funding 

Extra Specials bid 
ESSEX Police could be on target for an establishment 
of at least 1,000 Special Constables if a bid for funding 
from the Government is successful. 

Giving a little support to Myra O'Toole are Harwich constables Rob 
Sharman and Tony Welham. ~ h o t d  courtesy of Warren Page, Evening 
Gazette. 

VICTIMS of crime are to benefit from a hejiy £1,500 raised by a Harwich Police charity 
dinner dance. 

The cash, which will go towards further training for Victim Support workers, was 
handed over to Myra O'Toole, senior VSS worker in Tendring. 

Sgt Peter Woorl, said: "We felt this year it was a particularly deserving cause. Victim 
Support is an excellent scheme. It is very professional and confidential and we respect 
that. It cloes U lot of good work in the community. The more we can raise, the more it is 
able to ofer.  " 

T h e  m o n e y  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  
t ra in ing and  equ ipp ing  of  the  
o f f i ce r s ,  w o u l d  c o m e  f r o m  a 
p o o l  o f  E4m w h i c h  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  pu t  f o r w a r d  las t  
month. But it was  made clear 
by Chief Constable John Burrow 
that the other forces in the UK 
were  a lso  likely to  be  seeking 
funding and success fo r  Essex 
should not be taken for granted. 

Speaking to  The Law,  M r  
Burrow said: "We have made a 
bid for a proportion of the funding 
f rom Central  Government,  i t ' s  
hoped that  w e  will be  ab le  to  
make a significant increase to the 
number of Special Constables in 
the county bringing our establish- 
ment to around 1,000. It will be 
the highest number of Specials the 

enhance our ability to assist the 
regular officers with their role in 
the community. It's a fact that we 
are going to play an ever increasing 
role in the force." 

It is hoped that a sizeable amount 
of the new recruits would become 
Special Parish Constables. Unlike 
Special Constables who can serve 
anywhere in the county, Parish 
Constables only serve in their  
village or town. 

Mr Burrow recently broke the 
news of the Government bid when 
addressing the subject of rural 
crime at  two meetings with the 
Rural Community Council  of 
Essex and the Farmers' Union. 

He said: "The Parish Special 
Constable is a good example of 
community self-help, possibly the 
best example. Local people giving 

their time to tackle local problems 
and make their locality a better 
place to live." 

But the Chief Constable made i t  
c lear that Special or Parish 
Constables would not stop crime 
alone and that crime prevention 
must be considered. whethel- peo- 
ple live in towns or the country. 

"A hundred and one thins\ can 
be done to address crime in the 
countryside, of which one is the 
Special Constable." But the Chief 
Constable added: "There i \  no s ~ ~ c h  
thing as rural crime, crime is crime. 
theft is theft and a punch in the 
nose hurts the same wherever i t  

occurs." 
News of whether Essex has been 

successful in its bid is expected 
next month. 

service ha.; ever iccn." 
Currentl) therz are just over 600 

Special5 <prsad acro\s Essex and Leshgs death Was a tragic accident 
the bid would make way for around 
300 new recruits, the other 100 
would come from funds already put 
aside. 

Acting Special  Constabulary 
Commandant, George Cook wel- 
comed news of the bid, he said: "If 
the bid i s  successful it would 

A VERDICT of accidental death has been recorded at  the coroner's 
inquest of tragic teenager Leah Betts. 

The court heard how Leah's family made frantic efforts to revive her 
when she collapsed a t  her home after taking an Ecstasy tablet. 

She died four days later with the post mortem result confirming 
Ecstacy poisoning as the cause of death. 

Coroner D r  Malcolm Weir praised the family and said he hoped 
Leah's death would deter other potential drug takers. 

Press ~ o l i c v  under threat 
THE 'open' press policy of Essex 
Police'could be under threat if a 
complaint by a teacher against our 
Cumbrian colleagues is upheld. 

The complaint follows an inci- 
dent in the Lake District in which 
the teacher and his group of pupils 
were brought to safety by a moun- 
tain rescue team. 

The teacher maintains that the 
pol ice  were  wrong to  re lease  
names and details relating to the 
story to the press as it was infor- 
mation held on police computers, 
and he is using data protection 
legislation to make his complaint. 

Now the Cumbrian Authority 
could  f ace  prosecut ion by the  
Of f i ce  of  t he  Data  Protect ion 
Registrar and the decision could 
have far reaching consequences 
on press relations with the police. 

On receipt of the complaint,  
Ass is tant  Data  Protect ion 
Regis t rar ,  Jonathan Bamford,  
said: "There is a wider issue here 
of the relationship between the 
police and the media. 

"The issue  we're looking a t  
re la tes  to  the extent  t o  which 
informat ion provided to  the  
police,  pr imar i ly  fo r  pol ic ing 
purposes ,  is  then disc losed to 
parties such as the media.". 

At a recent meeting, however, it 
was agreed that for the immediate 
future, at least, individual forces 
should continue with their current 
media policies, with individual 
data protection officers rnonitor- 
ing disclosures to the press. 

Any  conce rns  will  then be  
ra ised through the  A C P O  
Working Party, of which Essex 

Chief Constable John Burrow is 
chai rman,  in l iaison with the 
ACPO Media Advisory Group. 
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CS sprays have 
MEMBERS will have  seen t h e  I I .  
press and media  reports of t h e  
d e c i s i o n  m a d e  by A C P O  
Counci l  to re-introduce trials 
of CS aerosol incapacitants.  Our baCKlng 

This issue has been fully debated 
by tlie Joint Central Committee of 
the Police Federation which 
concluded that: 

a )  the use of aerosol incapacitants 
represents a val~lable additional 
defensive weapon and should be 
available to all officers as a matter 
of course. 

b )  i n  the absence of Olerosin 
Capscicum sprays (pepper) which 
are favoured by the Police 
Federation and the Superintendents' 
Azsociation. CS. having been 
approved by Government scientists, 
iz  n \.inble alternative. 

c) Home Office scientists have 
confir~ned that. despite earlier con- 
cerns about the safety of the solvent 
in v~liich the CS crystals are dis- 

solved (JBB Circular 51/95 refers), 
"there is no evidence of any long 
term damage to either eyes or to 
skin." 

d) in advance of the ACPO deci- 
sion it was informed that Police 
Federation support would be condi- 
tional upon the provision of the 
training programme incorporating 
full details of aftercare procedures. 

e) medical care should be avail- 
able to all those exposed to the 
effects of CS whether being sprayed 
or by cross examination. 

f) officers undergoing training 
can be exposed to the effects of CS 
but should not be sprayed with it. 

g) despite the Police Federation's 
responsibility for the safety of its 
members who may be affected by 

CS, the dangers faced by officers 
are such that they are entitled to 
expect all potential remedies to be 
explored. 

Having arrived at these decisions, 
the Police Federation supports the 
ACPO decision to commence trials 
of CS in the near future. 

It is understood that a six month 
trial is scheduled to commence an 
March l ,  1996 in the following 
forces: Avon and Somerset,  
Cambridgeshire, Cleveland, Dorset, 
Durham, Dyfed Powys, Greater 
Manchester, Kent, Leicestershire, 
Merseyside, Metropolitan, 
Northumbria, North Yorkshire, 
West Mercia, West Midlands, West 
Yorkshire. 

P R I N C E  C h a r l e s  visited t h e  due to additional items such as the within the police service. 
Flint House Convalescent Home nurse call system, fire alarm and This has been successful and 
a n d  officially opened i ts  new rectifying some defects in the old therefore there will be no increase 
extension. building, the cost is nearer £5.2m. in subscriptions in the immediate 

This was preceded by a visit to Additional staff have had to be future although there is a possibili- 
tlie premises where Prince Charles employed but with the increased ty they will increase by three per 
spohe to many of the injured offi- size, the cost per patient has in fact cent in January 1997. You will be 
cers. The new extension is now pone down. kept informed. 
complete and there are now 50 The planned increases between The new video showing what 
bedrooms available for officers. 1990 and 1995, which saw sub- the home can offer is being pre- 
Az a result of this increase, the scriptions rise from 20p to 40p per pared and a copy will be made 
waiting list has been reduced from week, was a result of no increases available to the Federation 
weeks to days. over a long period of time and also Secretary. This will be available 

The original cost of the exten- to pay for the extension to the for showing in divisions if officers 
sion was expected to be f4m but home without an additional appeal wish to view what is on offer. 

I Rise in claims leads 
AT the risk of sounding repeti- 
tive I have to say that 1995 has 
been a n  except ional ly busy 
pear for the claims submitted 
bp members of the Essex Police 
Force, writes Mick Englefield. 

Criminal Injury claims settled 
i n  I995 total 36. a decrease from 
last years total of 52. This. I 

1 believe. is a result of the Boards 
I 

deci\ion which has resulted in a 
greater number of applications 
being disallowed and even more, 
16 in 1995. poing to appeal. We 
have at this time 31 CICB 
appeals in various stages of 
preparation. almost a 50 per cent 
increase in last years total figure 
of 21. 

This presents a serious finan- 
cial implication for this Police 
Federation as the costs in these 
appeals are not recoverable. 

The total settled figure of 
CICB claims in 1995 was 
f 126.658. at the present time 
there are 109 CICB claims in 
various stages of progress an 
increase on last year's figure of 
100. 

On the civil side 38 claims 
I have been settled. a slight 

decrease from last years total of 
3 1 .  The total amount of compen- 

I sation paid to members in civil 

claims was £350,149.68. 
The total number of civil 

claims at this time is 105, an 
increase in last year's total of 95. 
The majority of the claims are 
dealt with by the Federation 
solicitors, Russell Jones & 
Walker of Grays Inn Road, 
London, who are preparing a 
user friendly package to assist 
officers with small claims. The 
present ceiling in those claims is 
f 1,000. 

To  date the CICB Annual 
Report and accounts for the year 
ending March 1995 has still to be 
published. The Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Act 1995 received 
Royal assent on November 8, 
1995. It represents the response 
of Government to the ruling of 
the House of Lords that the tariff 
scheme considered on April 1, 
1994 by the Home Secretary had 
been unlawful. The new scheme 
is scheduled to come into effect 
for all applications lodged after 
April l ,  1996, irrespective of the 
date of injury. 

In the intervening period cases 
will be dealt with under the old 
common law scheme as the 1990 
scheme is supposedly more gen- 
erous, it is essential that applica- 
tions are lodged before the April 

B y  Brian Pallant 

G E O R G E  B u r r o w s  
G r o u p  I n s u r a n c e ,  
which has a long associ- 
a t i o n  with t h e  Pol ice 
Federation, is providing 
financial planning clin- 
ics f o r  officers i n  t h e  
Essex Police Service. 

The insurance group can 
give advice on: 

how to increase your 
pension. 

how to clear your 
mortgage on retirement. 

.investing on the 
Stockmarket. 

.taking advantage of 
seperate taxation. 

extra life cover. 
any matter relating to 

financial planning. 
For more information 

contact the Federation 
office on ext 54560 or 
George Burrows on 01 8 1 
5 14 1000. Clinic dates 
February 22 and May 29. 

George Burrows operates 
cls a regulated financial 
advisor and is  appoinred 
representative of CE Health 
Financial Services Ltd, 
members of IMRO. No fees 
are charged to the officer 
concerned. 

to financial burden 
1 deadline. 

The principal changes bought 
about by the Act likely to affect 
police officers are: 

a) time limits - the three year 
time limit has been reduced to 
two years. This time limit runs 
from the time of injury. 

b )  psychological i n j u r y  - 
Although psychological injuries 
are still recognised for compen- 
sation to be payable, the claimant 
must either have been in fear of 
immediate physical harm to 
themselves or have witnessed or 
been closely involved in the 
aftermath of an injury sustained 
by a victim with whom they had 
a 'close relationship of love and 
affection.' 

This effectively excludes 
police officers who witness 
injuries to others or help deal 
with their consequences from 
receiving compensation for psy- 
chological injury sustained whilst 
performing their duties, unless 
they sustained or were threatened 
with a physical injury. 

c) the tariff - despite pressure 
and arguments against a tariff 
system, this will be introduced 
and lists 310 different injuries (as 
opposed to 187 in the old unlaw- 
ful scheme). It produces 25 dif- 

ferent levels of compensation 
ranging from £1 000 to £250,000. 
It is an inflexible system. 

d )  mul t ip le  in jur ies  - this 
system set up by the old (1994) 
tariff scheme, has been repro- 
duced. Consequently a claiman- 
t's major injury will attract the 
appropriate tariff scheme, a sec- 
ond injury will attract only 10 
per cent of its tariff value, while 
a third will only attract five per 
cent. Further injuries will, for 
the purposes of compensation, be 
disregarded. 

e) loss of earnings - provision 
has been made in the new 
scheme to compensate for loss of 
earnings after 28 weeks, ie. the 
statutory sick pay benefit period. 
There is no payment for any loss 
of earning up to 28 weeks from 
the date of the injury. 

f) reviews - an approved appli- 
cant may seek a review of a claims 
officer's decision. But there seems 
little chance of successfully 
reviewing compensation based on a 
certain tariff level. Those briefly 
are the main changes that are likely 
to affect police officers brought 
about by the Government that 
insists its motives are to provide a 
more efficient scheme and not just 
to save money. 

ALARM bells do start ringing when reading the findings 
of the Autoglass survey on drivers' eyesight. 

At the scene of a road accident it is common practice 
for the police to test people for any alcohol present in 
their body - surely it is just as important for people to 
have their eyesight tested too. 

No doubt there is a multitude of people who 
continually get away with driving with bad eyesight. 

As quoted in the survey: "We teach children to stop, 
look and listen. One driver in five will let them down." 
How true! How many accidents are really caused by 
lack of attention or driver error, how many are really 
down to sheer bad eyesight? 

Obviously a traffic officer would find it extremely 
difficult, if not impossible to properly test a motorist's 
eyesight at the scene of an accident but surely something 
needs to be done. Nothing takes away the pain for 
people who lose a loved one in a road accident, 
particularly when the victim is the innocent party. 

The current legal standard for driver's eyesight was 
set in 1935, surely it's way past time for a review of that 
test. Today there are far more traffic hazards on the UK 
roads and certainly faster moving vehicles. 

The Government must be concerned about the issue, 
yet are probably reluctant to bring more stringent 
testing. If compulsory testing was introduced no doubt 
there would be far fewer drivers on the roads and more 
booking an apointment at their local optician. 
The Editors would like to make it clear that the 
views expressed in this opinion column reflect those 
of the editors and not those of the Chief Constable 
or any other member of Essex police. 

Have you the skills 
to make the mark? 

IF you t h i n k  you have  
good powers of analysis, 
t h e  ab i l i ty  t o  p r e p a r e  
good, concise reports, to 
deal with a range of peo- 
ple and work accurately 
under pressure, then you 
could be exactly the right 
person  t o  become a 
Charter Mark Assessor. 

The Charter Mark is an 
award for excellence in the 
provision of public ser- 
vices, administered by the 
Citizen's Charter Unit in 
the Cabinet Office. 

Last year 740 organisa- 
tions applied and 
Colchester Borough 
Council 's Community 
Alarms Service was one of 
the 224 winners. 

The assessors role is to 
carry out assessments of 
the applications, visit 
short-listed applicants and 
prepare feedback reports. 

Successful candidates 
will need to be available 
from July 1 to early 
October. Most recruits 
tends to be retired senior 
managers but the Unit 
does also recruit serving 
officers as secondees. 

Anyone who is interest- 
ed in applying should con- 
tact Zyg Kowalczyk, 
Project Manager for 
Charter Mark, Citizen's 
Charter Unit, Cabinet 
Office, Horse Guards 
Road, London 3AL (Tel: 

Dr Michael Clark MP together with Sgt Nick 

Banks and Insp Ted Higgs inspect the facilties of  
the charge room. 

THE f 1.4m South Woodham Ferrers  police station 
was officially opened last month by M P  Dr Michael 
Clark. 

The station in Tylers Ride, which has a total of 28 staff 
headed by Inspector Ted Higgs, has a particularly 
impressive custody suite and charge desk. 

Chief Constable John Burrow and members of the 
Police Authority were also present at the opening at 
which a brass plaque was unveiled. 
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Quik-Kuf Record number of knives taken off Essex streets in month long campaign 
bloopa 

FIRE crews had to cut two Massive response to 
a manufacturing fault in a 
newly delievered batch. 

T h e  incident  happened 
during training in Billericay 
when  the  double- locking  OVER a thousand knives were handed in 
device on cuffs used by Sgt across the county in the month long 
Dave Griffiths and Pc Dave 
Bloxham refused to budge, amnesty sponsored by The Daily Mirror 

T h e  f i r e  br igade  were Newspaper Group, which ended at 
forced to use bolt croppers midnight on January 22. 

knife amnesty 
to free the officers. 

It would appear that the 
faults lie within one particu- 
la r  ba tch ,  a s  a previous 
delivery of over 1,100 cuffs 
was  fault-free.  However,  
future deliveries have been 
temporarily suspended until 
t h e  problem has  been 
solved. 

Snow joke 
SHIVERING officers in 
Dovercourt were hoping 
for a quick thaw, when 
they were called to remove 
a giant snowball from the 
middle of a road in the 
town. 

Despite the use of much 
muscle power the offending 
mound would not budge - 

nature was left to rectify the 
problem. 

IN the continuing fight 
against crime and calls 
for a partnership 
approach, Basildon is to 
host the first Crime 
Prevention and Security 
Exhibition in Essex. 

T o  be held at the Festival 
Hall on  Thursday,  March 
14, over 50  companies will 
display their products and 
serv ices  with exper t s  on  
hand to  discuss problems 
and requirements. 

Areas to be covered will 
include home and business 
s e c u r i t y ,  a u t o  c r ime,  
computer crime prevention, 
persona l  sa fe ty  and  
Neighbourhood Watch. 

Organised by local crime 
prevention off icers ,  who 
will be available throughout 
the day at the Essex Police 
stand, admission is free and 
the show runs from loam to 
4pm. 

Division is holding 
its own family fun 
day and is looking 
for donations of 
unwanted books, 
toys and bric-a- 

A n y o n e  w h o  c a n  

help s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  

S O A  D e r e k  Marsha l l  

on 01255 221312 o r  

S g t  P e t e r  W o o d s  o n  

0 1 2 5 5  2 4 1 3 1 2 .  

CID boss Det Supt Ralph Barrington 
said he was "absolutely delighted" with 
the 1,024 knives handed in at 16 sites 
around the county. The haul measured 
over three times that of a weapons 
amnesty held by Essex Police last year. 

Knives of all shapes and sizes were 
collected, from ceremonial swords to 
evil butterfly knives designed to kill. 
Some of the more unusual items placed 
in bins included, knuckle dusters, a 
replica handgun, rifle rounds and even 
a horsewhip handed in at Colchester. 

Mr Barrington said: "We are very 
grateful to the Daily Mirror for this 
initiative, it's an excellent example of 
the partnership that we  like to have 
with the community at  large, and of 
course the media are a very important 
part of that." 

But M r  Barrington said now the 
amnesty is over  it is  not  a t ime  to 
become complacent and urged people 
to inform the police with names of 

those people still carrying knives. 
Speaking at a press conference he 

said: "The amnesty is over, we asked 
people who wanted to give their knives 
up to give them up, but it's not within 
the bounds of possibility that there are 
still many people out there carrying 
knives,  in fact  we  know there are.  
Someone, somewhere, must know who 
is carrying knives, if they don't want to 
tell the police they can always ring 
Crimestoppers.  In a sense i t ' s  the 
weapons that young men are carrying 
in clubs and pubs, that we want given 
up." 

And Mr Barrington said he would 
welcome any club or pub to take the 
initiative of operating a search policy. 
"Anything than can be done to keep 
these things out of people's possession 

is welcome. We have a strategy on 
community safety which we are devel- 
oping, and our relationship with securi- 
ty personnel will be part of that." 

"We a r e  dependent  on  people  
wanting to give these knives up. If you 
are a young man who has decided to 
arm himself and bought a knife, possi- 
bly at some expense, I suppose human 
nature being what it is, you are less 
likely to give the knife up than a more 
responsible persdn having something at 
home that they would really like to get 
rid of." 

Nationally approximately 40,000 
potentially lethal knives have been 
taken off the streets. Essex Police col- 
lected one of the largest hauls in the 
country. "I'm sure the national publici- 
ty helped towards us having such a 
positive response, together with the 
tragic death of school teacher Philip 
Lawrence," said Mr Barrington. 

Tenure policy revised 
TRAFFIC and division- period has been extended "The new policy a l lows  It also allows divisonal 
a1 CID will remain to  a maximum of seven  officers to work in a spe- commanders and depart- 
exempt from periods of years it will be very much cialist field for a maximum ment  heads  to  resource  

tenure as a result of the an on-going process with of seven years after which vacancies within their own 
officers subject to regular they have to return to core department from existing 

revised Essex Police review and the proviso that policing. A year or so later staff, providing vacancies 
Deployment Policy. they can be moved at any they can then reapply for a fall within the defintion of 

O t h e r  s u p p o r t  posts ,  time within the seven years support post. core policing. If they can- 
wi l l  work On a if not proving satisfactory. "The rationale behind the not staff these posts from 

seven year tenure period The policy will also not policy is  to  ensure  a within they should  be  
rather than the current five affect officers already serv- changeover  of  s taff  and  adver t i sed  in  the  usual  
Year as of March4. ing in a support post, it will give others officer as many manner  th rough Staff  

The changes have come only apply to those taking options. The system also Development. 
about following a report by on  a tenured  ro le  f r o m  a l lows  those  w h o  have  Core policing roles are 
Her Majesty's Inspectorate March 4. been away from ordinary those  which  primari ly 
in 1994 which suggested Aimed at recruiting and patrol work to keep up to maintain regular  contact 
that the policy should be retaining valuable experi- speed with core policing between officers and the 
amended to include traffic ence in specialist areas, the skills." public ensuring community 
and divisional CID. system should also ensure Any officer wishing to safety, such as protecting 

T w o  years of consults- value for  money and the move  f rom o n e  suppor t  life and property, prevent- 
tion fol lowed looking  at distribution of skills equal- role to another does have ing and detecting crime,  
nat ional  g u i d e l i n e s  and ly throughout Essex Police. the option as long as he or main ta in ing  order  and 
other force policies. Head of personnel, Supt s h e  d o e s  s o  within the  peace  a n d  process ing  

But  whi le  the  t e n u r e  Geoff Emsden explained: seven year tenure period. offenders. 

THE Community 
Services Branch recently 
nominated Emma Clake Emmajs holiday treat 
for an award from the 
charity Child Victims of 
Crime, writes Heather 
Watts. 

The trustees of the char- 
ity, who dec ide  o n  mer i t  
w h a t  e a c h  c h i l d  s h o u l d  
receive, offered 13-year- 
o l d  E m m a  a h o l i d a y  t o  
F l o r i d a .  E m m a  t u r n e d  
down the trip a s  she want- 
e d  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  t o  
benefit, and chose instead 
a week  a t  But l ins .  T h e  
w e e k  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  i s  
particularly special a s  it is 
mum Sandra and step-dad 
P a ~ ~ l ' s  f i r s t  w e d d i n g  
anniversary. 

Dc Alison Graham, the 
officer in the case who has Emma looking forward to a family break at Butlins. 
forged close links with the Emma's  mother Sandra  for all the family, particu- raise cash for Child 
fanlily, said that although 

t h o u g h t  tha t  t h e  c h a r i t y  larly Emma. This holiday Victims of Crime should 
Emma has suffered a trau- 
mat ic  t i m e  t h i s  h a d  n o t  was  wonderful .  "1 can ' t  b r e a k  wi l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  contact Kim White in the 

stopped her from thinking thank them enough. This make a fresh start." Press Office on 50620 for 
of her family. has  been a stressful t ime  Anyone wishing to details. 

Acting Insp Gary Heard with knives collected 
at Chelmsford Police Station. Photo courtesy of 
Essex Chronicle Series. 

TWO Essex Police traffic 
officers are to fly to 
Vienna next month to 
lecture police officers on 
traffic law and accident 
prevention in the 
Republic of Slovak. 

Sgt  Eddie  Clarke  and 
Chief  Inspec tor  Je r ry  
Moore, from HQ, will travel 
to  Brat is lava and Prague 
during a four day visit as  
part of the KIIOM. HOW F~trrd 
which encourages countries 
to swap initiatives and good 
practice. 

Before the two can decide 
how to put their messages 
across they are first forming 
an understanding of what 
traffic regulations and laws 
currently exist. 

Jerry M o o r e  said he 
expec ts  to  c o m e  across  
many differences between 
the  U K  and  the  S lovak  
Republic.  "Police in the 
Republic have the responsi- 
bility for carrying out dri- 
ving tests ,  perhaps  that  
could  be a bet ter  sys tem 
than we have here," he said. 

In addition to giving pre- 
sentations on accident pre- 
vention,  t ra f f ic  law and  

dealing with offende1-5 the 
officers will also explain 
how the driving licence \y5- 
tern opera tes  in the U K .  
There  is ~ L I I - I - e n t l y  n o  
endorsement ys tem ~ ~ s e d  In 
the Republic u n l ~ k e  the 
strict conditions appl~ed  in 
Britain. Examplr  will al\o 
be given a to how local 
councils work together with 
the police to enforce traffic 
regulat~ons by ~ n t r o d u c ~ n g  
such measures as road calm- 
ing schemes. 

"We will be hpeahing to 
traffic supervisor5 from both 
countries. We have been 
givinp some thought as to 
how we can put the mehsagr 
across ,  i t  will be q ~ ~ i t e  
strange having everything 
we say translated."  a i d  
Eddie Clarke. 

Existing ~nater~al  used for 
training Essex Police offl- 
cers in traffic matters will be 
re-shaped for the lecture. 

A video produced by the 
Essex Police TV Unit show- 
ing how to carry out  a n  
effective vehicle contain- 
ment, known as TPAC will 
be shown as part of their 
presentation. 

D E T E C T I V E S  invest igat ing an armed robbery at 

Stifford Clays, near Grays in November, have been 
swamped with calls after an appeal for information 

w a s  m a d e  o n  B B C ' s  Crinaewurck U K  Programme 
recently. 

DC Ernie Carr from HQ FIB said: "We took about 

140 calls, a fantastic response." 
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C >  G W A Letters 

WHILST travelling to hospital, where I 
am employed as a senior cardio- 
grapher, I had problems with my car 
and required the help of the AA. 

As I got out of my car to investigate what 
the noise was, two of your constables were 
passing, albeit in their lunch break, and 
were very. very helpful to me. 

They agreed that i t  was indeed my 
exhaust that was the problem and I should 
not drive the car. They then took me into 
one of their offices in Kingston Crescent 

and made a phone available to call the AA 
and my employees. 

What impressed me was their very help- 
ful attitude. Not only did they help me but 
they seemed to WANT to, even in their 
own time. 

Who ever trains or selects your officers 
are indeed getting it right. 

Once again many thanks to Pc V. Russo 
and Pc A. Owen. 

Jacqui Bardwell 
Wickham Bishops 

Listen to those 
who do the job 

WITH the Defensive Skills  
Package almost complete at the 
majority of divisions in  the 
county, I have some points to 
raise and I feel they need clari- 
fication from senibr officers at 
HQ. 

My first point is, why are officers 
only allowed to carry one baton, 
when it can be seen by any officer 
who has completed the course that 
there will be a need to carry both. 
The advantages of carrying both far 
outweigh the disadvantages. Are the 
disadvantages financial? Surely not 
when officers safety is paramount. 
Or, as it was put to me, because of 
the public's view of an officer turn- 
ing up  at  an incident  with both 
batons drawn and flaying around? 

I think this goes to show the think- 

ing of certain officers who have no 
real concept of how professional our 
front line officers are. 

My second point is that officers 
throughout Essex are allowed to 
travel free on Eastern Transport ,  
London Transport and underground 
on production of their warrant card. 
This is on the proviso that should 
staff  need ass is tance  you would 
assist as a police officer. This can 
also relate to an incident when off 
duty. 

It follows, therefore that equip- 
ment used to protect us should be 
used. However, there is  nothing in 
regulations to allow us to carry ASPS 
or cuffs off duty. 

My point is this. If we are injured 
off duty dealing with an incident and 
we could have prevented that injury 
by way of our protective equipment 

we are not allowed to carry, is the 
Chief Constable liable for the injury 
sustained by us? This needs clarifica- 
tion sooner rather than later. 

My last point is this. Having disre- 
garded the side-handled baton for 
i ssue  to the  force ,  by reasons  
explained to us by ACC ( 0 ) .  Mr 
Markham, we elect to use the 21 inch 
ASP and 26 inch hollow Amold. 

Now both of these  have a low 
strike power, however the 26 inch 
ASP (issued to firearms officers) and 
26 inch solid Arnold have a much 
greater strike power and are far more 
effective when dealing with violent 
prisoners. 

Front line officers need the best 
equipment available within the con- 
s t ra in ts  of  equipment  allowed. 
Therefore if the 26 inch ASP and 26 
inch solid Arnold would afford better 
protection, why are we not issued 

starts criticising. he should of trucks. 
obtain the full facts. I can repor t  that  the  

Mr Brown is ,  in fac t ,  s cheme  is g rowing  in 
Jack Brown who helped to strength with companies 
form the Vehicle Observ~ ' ' . 

. . 
Corps. which later becam, 
known as Truckwatch  un C 

rendous, I Delleve ~t IS tlme tnat to the tear ot mugglngs etc. 
our police were issued with, and Crime now being rife, these . L n L l l l f i  

carry sidearms - as I gather law people are virtually prisoners in i n ~ r ~ ~ c i n ~ l ~ ~  

enforcement agencies through- their own homes, much in the : 
n81t t h ~  F - T T  h 9 - i ~  dnn0 rnonti s a m e  wav reqidents o f  Nazi I 

with it and, with great respect, it is 
officers on front line duties who need 
the equipment so why do TFG get it. 

T o  those who can answer these 
points I say this. Listen to front line 
off icers  who  deal  with incidents 
everyday and make your decisions 
then, and don't listen to the men and 
women at H Q  who fly desks. And 
remember sooner rather than later. 

Name and address supplied 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: Due 
to the late arrival of the above letter 
please see next month's edition of 
The Law for its requested reply. 

ON reading the January Law, it 

pointing the finger 
I WRITE in reply to the Jack helped me no end and 
letter from Ron Sewell his expe r i ences  were  
( T h e  Law - January) invalauble. 
regarding Truckwatch. He provided me  w i t h  

I agree with sewell much helpful informat ion  
that "there i s  nothing new and suppor t  whi ls t  
i n  this old world of ours" Truckwatch was i n  its for. 
and indeed I have never mative stage and gave me 
suggested that the idea of books on vehicle security. 
looking out fo r  s to len  I would like to inform 
tl.~~cks is a new one. Mr Sewell, that technology 

Mr Sewell recalls that has improved and there- 
such a sche~iie was imple- fore we are able to employ 
mented in the 1950s by a this to good effect in our 
man named Brown.  fight against crime eg the 
However, I would suggest use of f ax  mach ines  to  
that before  Mr Sewel l  alertcompaniesoftheloss 

"U& L",. L V  "U",. U""C A". "1U"J - - .I - - -  ures and statistics must have 
'1 jolnlng regularly 
o NASeymour Years occupled Europe were In the war l taken up tons of police time. 

It 1s also an oplnlon I hold that year5 vla the laws of curfew 
,,, 'rime Prevention There seems to be an obsession 

our p o l ~ c e  should be endowed As a matter of ~ n t e r e s t  just \anctlty ot  human l ~ f e  for percentages on every subject 
with no apparent result in 
diminution of offences. 

Now we hear of the number of 

is no surprise why we never see 1 We are living in an 
..,.,,.,...,., sick and savage a police officer on patrol. 

iociety, that begs for adequate The drink drive fig- 

for side arms 
I APPLAUD West Midlands without a warrant, to enter and issue  a s  to  whether  women  
Chief Constable John search, without prior notice, sus- should be allowed to carry such 

Hadfield, who it was report- pected properties. sprays for protection if attacked. 

ed, called for officers to be The adage as I see it being: "if The to that particular 

armed with pepper gas 
you 've  nowt to h ide ,  then programme's phone-in' by view- 
you've nowt to fear". ers resulted in a staggering 96 

sprays to give them an addi- No doubt  there  would be per cent saying 'yes', while only 
tional means of protection if howls of protest from the league four per cent said 'no'. 
attacked. ofdo-goodersregardingtheloss I be l i eve  s u c h a r e a c t i o n  

I now understand f rom the  of  civil  l iber t ies .  T o  these  I speaks volumes, and is a barom- 
media that CS  cannisters are to would say, many people (espe- eter as to how people view the 
be tried out  by the  pol ice  in cially the e lder ly)  have long need for this type of protection, 
selected areas. since forfeited the simple basic at the moment denied them by 

As crime becomes more hor- right of going out after dark due the laws of this country. . - . . . . . . . . "  P Drastic measures? 

Essex USA calling 
Essex UK 

I AM an officer with the Essex Police Department in 
Essex, Vermont, USA. Our department was named 
after the Essex Police in Essex UK. 

Recently (since November) an Essex UK officer came 
to our office while he was in the USA. 

Unfortunately we were very busy and were unable to 
spend much time with him. The officer that met up with 
him failed to take h i  details so that we could follow up 
with him. 

Now my quest is to locate this officer. Can you help? 
I know that the officer worked in Essex England in the 

northern division and his wife's name might be Martha. 
Can the officer or anyone who knows who he is please 

contact the Press Office on 50620 so we can be put in 
touch. 

Rick Carev 

wltn greater powers or arrest an0 recently, a well known t e l ev~s~on  l >.A. . L , .  ~ .. . . , a  - - . . . .  . .  . . 

I WOULD like through The Law to 
express our sincere gratitude to the offi- 
cers of the Special Constabulary for the 
hard work in raising sponsorship for 
their walk along the Essex Way. 

Half of the money raised has been donated 
to Thurrock and District General Cerebral 
Palsy society in two cheques amounting to 
£1,810. 

The cheques were presented by 
Commandant Tom Rodgers and Divisional 
Officer George Cook at The Cerebral Palsy 
Centre in December, gratefully received by 
Ivan Podbury (vice chairman). 

The money will be used to give what ever 
help we can to those with Cerebral Palsy in 
our area. 

knives handed in, no doubt the 
counting of these took up a lot 
more duty time, but it will not 
stop those who intend to use 
them. 

As a side issue, for the informa- 
tion of Dave Rose, apart from the 
stress of pheasants, I also cov- 
ered the US airbase, 
Wethersfield, with almost 2,000 
citizens and dependents on my 
patch and 'Ginger' had the Rev 
Wheeler and the anti-foxhunting 

I fanatics to contend with and nei- 
ther of us got counselling. 

I W H Feeke 
- -- . - - - . . . . 

Vermont, USA I Podbury, Grays George Cook, Ivan Podbury and Tom Rodgers. Sudbury 



MOBILE p h o n e s  h a v e  
proved  a n  effective tool i n  
t h e  f igh t  aga ins t  domest ic  
violence i n  Rayeligh, bu t  it 
is no t  without it's financial,  
burden.  

Which is why police have 
welcomed the donation by 
Castle Point Borough Council 
of six free phones to help tackle 
the problem. 

Domestic violence has been 
targeted for special attention in 
the area over the last 12 months 
resulting not only in a greater 
detection rate but, more impor- 
tantly, a rise in public confi- 
dence. 

Crime Prevention Officer, 
Gordon Sinclair who attended 
the presentation on behalf of 

Helping victims of domest ic  violence. John  Riley, Cl l r  Linda C a r t e r  and P c  G o r d o n  Sinclair. 

Photo courtesy of the Yellow Advertiser. 
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New Crime Unit 
for Braintree 

BRAINTREE Division now has a new 
crime management unit to tackle crime 
with a more co-ordinated approach. 

The unit aims to provide a better quality 
service to victims of crime and, by analysing 
local crime trends, ensure the police 
response is targeted in specific areas while 
passing immediate information to communi- 
ty groups such as Neighboul-hood Watch 
and Horsewatch. 

Speeding up the process the u n i t  h a  
already tested a computerised system known 
as Ringmaster which can automatically dial 
the phones of everyone programmed into i t  
and play them a recorded message. I t  is 
hoped that Ringmaster will soon be able to 
dial more than 800 Neighbourhood Watch 
co-ordinators acro\s  Brl-aintree and 
Uttlesford. 

Divisional Crime Manager. Detective 
Chief Inspector Mick Payne. said: "The 
Crime Management Unit will enable U \  to 
be more thorough even when investigating 
less traumatic crimes, but the real benefit 
will be in allowing us to use oul- manpower 
where it will be most effective. 

"If the unit identifies a village where a num- 
ber of similar crimes have been committed we 
will be able to put more officers o ~ ~ t  in that 
area. either in uniform or olain clothes. With 

Essex Police. said: I such a large division, i t  is 
"We believe that important that our informa- 
these phones will 
help reduce the suf- 

affected by violence the assistance of Pc Dave 
by reassuring them Wakeling, Pc Jeff James - 
that they can obtain 
police presence 
from any location. 

"It gives the 
chance for victims 
to fight back and 
make their lives 
more bearable at 
vulnerable times. It 
is a massive deter- 
rent." 

Woman dies 
after brave 

police rescue 
TWO brave Clacton offi- 
c e r s  c rawled  t h r o u g h  
choking smoke to rescue 
a n  85-year-old woman 
from her burning house. 

Pc John Summerfield 
and Pc Lee Newton 
dragged Mrs Louise Allen 
unconcious from the liv- 
ing room of her St Osyth 
home in January. 

Tragically she died in 
hospital two days later. 

DRIVERS with deficient eyesight a r e  t o  
blame for a good many road accidents in the 
county,  suspec t s  h e a d  of Essex Pol ice 
Traffic, Supt Des McGarr. 

The statement comes at the same time an 
'Autoglass' report on drivers' eyesight is 
published. In the survey carried out on nearly 
300 drivers, tests showed 25 per cent had poor 
eyesight in both eyes which meant they fell 
below the current legal standard for driving. 
And an amazing 50 per cent had one eye which 
failed the test, which can crucially affect a dri- 
ver's ability to judge distances. 

Supt McGarr said: "Part of our commitment 
is to investigate accidents and establish the 
cause. Sometimes that cause goes beyond a 
lapse of concentration or an inappropriate use 
of speed and enters into the area covering the 
physical condition of the driver." 

And Mr McGarr admitted he would like to 
see stronger rules being applied to stop people 
with bad eyesight taking to the wheel. "There 

CS trials given green light 
FULL trials of CS sprays will go ahead, following 
discussions by ACPO representatives, but Essex will 
not be one of the forces taking part. 

The effects of the sprays, which cost £2 and £3 
each, include possible blistering, watering eyes and 
tightness in the chest, symptoms which wear off 
when the suspect is exposed to fresh air. 

The product is a white crystalline solid which is I dissolved into a solvent and sealed in an aerosol with 
a nitrogen propellant. Ideally it should be sprayed at 
2.5metres. 

A spokesman for ACPO said: "In theory CS should 
work in everybody, in practice there are some indi- 
viduals who may be less affected than others, and in 
general, operator error is the most common cause of 
failure." 

Extensive use in Europe has resulted in a good 
safety record. 

Cambridgeshire, Manchester, Kent and North 
Yorkshire are among the chosen forces with each 
officer involved having to complete a form detailing 
the way the spray has been used. 

excuses 
I By Ian Deal ) people's eyesight when they take their driving 

test, other developing medical conditions can 
I 

- 
I be identified by thesetests. I would also wel- 

are some real horror stories about. law we come periodic eye testing in controlled condi- 
can onlv test DeoDle who we sus~ect  have Door tions by skilled people as part of a driver's enti- . . 
eyesight by asking them to read a number plate 
from 20.5 metres away. With the current law 
we are only able to identify the worst cases. I 
fear there are people driving during daylight 
hours who's eyesight is far below the legal 
requirement. There are people who suffer 
night Myopia plus others who don't even know 
they have the condition." 

In the Autoglass survey only just over half 
the drivers (56 per cent) had an eye sight check 
during the previous two years. One in five (21 
per cent) had their eyes examined between two 
and five years ago, one in 10 (9 per cent) five 
to 10 years ago, and 14 per cent had not had an 
eye test for ten years and over, or at all. 

Mr McGarr said: "It's an important subject 
and I would welcome more vigorous testing of 

tlement to retain a licence." 
Even though Mr McGarr was sceptical of the 

low number of people involved in the survey, 
he did agree that the findings were worrying. 
"We have incidents like one recently where a 
man drove into the back of a patrol car protect- 
ing the scene of an incident in Canvey. The 
man had an obvious eyesight problem. The 
cause of a crash should always be investigated 
including whether someone's eyesight is up to 
standard. If a driver's vision is below the legal 
limit we can notify the DVLA of a prescribed 
disability and they can then take further steps 
to ensure people with defective sight have it 
corrected." 

New regulations for vocational licence hold- 
ers will be introduced later this year. 

A CHRISTMAS dinner 
dance and prize draw, at 
Chelmsford Police 
Station, proved more than 
a night of fun. 

Officers organising the 
event decided to donate 
proceeds from the evening 
to the Leah Betts Appeal, 
started in memory of the 
girl who died on her 18th 
birthday after taking a 
single Ecstacy tablet. 

Parents of the tragic 
teenager, Paul and Janet, 
personally attended the 
police station to acept a 
cheque for  400 at  a P a u l  and Janet Betts accept  a cheque  f o r  E400 f r o m  Supt Bob Ward and 
special presentation. Pc Vic Murphy .  Photo courtesy of Essex Chronicle Series. 

and DC Barry Johnson, will 
be manned between 7am 
and 7pm Monday to Friday 
and between 8am and 4pm 
on Saturdays. 

ONCE again we wind the 
clock back to yesteryear 
with some blasts from the 
past. 

FIVE YEARS AGO 
THE army loaned 
landrovers to enable officer5 
to travel the beat in horren- 
dous wintery conditions that 
gripped the UK. However 
the 26th production of the 
Essex Police Musical 
Society, 'Oliver'. went 
ahead as planned and left 
the audience wantinp 
'more'. 

Meanwhile the dog sec- 
tion welcomed its new 
recruit 'Carla'. The puppy 
went on to be a proud mum 
to a new generation of 
Essex Police hounds. 

Rochford Police Station .... - - ~  ~~ ~ 

received a face-lift and 
Colchester staff were 
thrilled when their new sta- 
tion won a commendation 
in the Civic Trust Awards 
for its design. 

10 YEARS AGO 
TWO Essex Officers were 
off around the world Supt 
Robin Blackmore was off to 
the Oman to attend an 111 
Country Command Course 
and ChlInsp Charles Clark 
visited the FBI Academy in 
America. The force proudly 
announced the arrival of a 
postcode microfiche 
enabling checks to be made 
on recovered property. The 
Seaxes Motor Club shop, 
based at HQ, was forced to 
close due to commercial 
competition.' And a three 
day cruise to Sweden was 
on offer to readers - the cost 
£20 per person. 
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Torture. terror and humiliation k e ~ t  victims 
Dedication the I 
key to success II 

THE success of Operation Max, accord- 
ing to Detective Superintedent David 
Bright, is due entirely to the determina- 
tion and dedication of the officers 
involved in the investigation. 

Mr Bright worked on the inquiry for 
its duration, taking over from Det Supt 
Malcolm Hargreaves on his retirement. 

He explained: "My objective was to 
gather evidence, arrest and charge Jason 
Vella with as many offences as possible, 
whatever the crime, and get him 
arraigned before a court. As a bonus I 
wanted to get as many of his 'hardmen' 
in the same situation. 

"It wasn't an easy task. In fact it was 

such lengths as moving home and 
instructing solicitors to write on their 
behalf, recording the fact that they 
would not speak to the police about 
their injuries. Not the normal course of 
action of a victim of a serious assault." 

The situation for those victims who 

did make statements led to a witness protection programme which 
eventually provided four victims with new identities and accommoda- 
tion re-location - an enormous drain on manpower. 

Said Mr Bright: "We had to convince the victims that we would not 
fail them and would do all in our power and stand by them. Protection 
programmes have been used in the past but not on this scale. It is 
expensive and time-consuming but I would have extended it to more 
witnesses if the need was required. Money and manpower should 
never stand in the way of protecting people to ensure that justice is 
carried out." 

But while the number of convictions and the lengths of sentences 
sing out success, there is still a hint of regret at the ones "who got 
away". 

"Obviously I and the Max team members are disppointed that the 
juries in some cases found for the defendant, a regret for the cases 
lost, but at the end of the day all that could be done was done. The 
officers engaged on the investigation could not have worked harder or 
done any more to encourage or persuade victims to make statements. 

"But sight must not be lost of 
the fact that fear is a very power- 
ful weapon and Jason Vella and 
the cowardly thugs he ran with 
traded in fear to a frightening 
effect. 

"These people thought they 
were invincible but Operation 
Max has shown that commitment 
and professional skill displayed 
by police officers can prove to the 
likes of Vella and his associates 
that they are not above the law. 

"The success of this investiga- 

Det/Supt David Bright. tion owes much to the calibre of 

the officers involved, not only 
detectives, but uniformed officers and excellent support received from 
civilian staff. The end results reflect the hard work of all concerned." 

Mr Bright expressed his thanks in particular to Sergeant David 
Bishop and constables Paul Keable, Pat Lee, David Anthony, David 
'Teabag' Hobday, Jason Weald, CPS representative Syrus Schroff and 
lead banisters Andrew Munday and John Dodd. 

What the p 
YOUNG students were often the target for Vella 
and his ruthless associates, impressed by their 
money, fast cars, and nice clothes. 

Schools and sixth form colleges in the South 
East Essex area soon became an attraction for 
Vella. Not only could he push drugs, but he could 
use and frighten the more gullible youngsters into 
working as small-time dealers and there were 

WHEN a young drug dealer hurled himself through a first floor window in fear for his life, 
little did he know he was announcing the start of one of the longest, most complicated, 
operations in the history of Essex Police. 

And more than three years on the burned and he was forced to lick LSD 
cruel and vicious gang responsible for coated papers and sniff cocaine from a 
the reign of terror in Basildon and dog bowl. 
Thumock are now safely behind bars, "He was then forced onto his knees 

with yeadern jason veila serving 17 and made to take a dog bone in his 

years. mouth at which stage another photo was 

Ooeration Max began back in 1992 taken." 
- 

whei police were alerted to a number of When sentencing Vella for ~ ~ ~ e r o ~ s  

serious assaults, the victims of which offences of conspiracy to supply drugs, 
would not contact the authorities and in grievous and actual bodily harm and 

some cases wouldn't even seek medical 
treatment. 

It soon became apparent that enemies 
of 24-year-old Jason Vella were beaten 
and humiliated by his gang who used 
fear to establish their own hierarchy. 

There started the long haul of gather- 
ing information. victims. statements and 

false imprisonment, Judge Alan 
Simpson, said: "You set yourself up as a 
Tsar of South East Essex. You imposed 
your will on those who argued with you 
with torture and terror. There is not a 
doubt in my mind that many people 
have breathed more easily since your 
arrest." 

ev&tually suspkcts. The process culmi- Second in command, Simon Renoldi, 

nated in 46 arrests, of which 22 were from Chigwell - the ring's "accountant", 

charged and 13 convicted. ofthe 25 vie- was sentenced to six years and eight 

tims-of serious assault, seen by police, months for conspiracy to supply drugs 

onlv four chose to make statements. and false imprisonmemt. 

The details of their suffering were 
enough to make even the toughest 
officer flinch. 

Victims invited out by Vella for a 
drink were walking straight into a trap 
where they were often tied up, beaten, 
burned, stabbed, scalped and humiliated. 

During Vella's hearing at maximum 
security Woolwich, the court heard how 
in one case victim Mark Skeets was 
lured into such a trap. 

Prosecutor Andrew Munday told the 
court: "Mr Vella began chopping at his 
hair, his eyebrows were shaved off and 
photographs were taken. He was stabbed 
with knives, he was burned with ciga- 
rettes, the soles of his feet were also 

The other players were Scott Hunt 
(five years), James Skeels (two years), 
Anthony Barker (three years) Anthony 
Dann (three years), Russell Taylor (18 
months), Damien Brown (18 months), 
Harbinda Peter Gill (one year), Alan 
Bailey (two years), Reggie Nunn (18 
months), John Hickson (200hrs commu- 
nity service) and Dominque Bennett 
(240hrs community service). 

The trials of the offenders took place 
at Woolwich, Chelmsford and 
Snaresbrook Crown Courts. The last 
trial finally concluded in December 
1995 when the main investigation was 
commended by the judge for its 
painstaking work. 

arents say! 

many naive girls who would jump at free trips to 
Paris and meals in top class restaurants. 

Vella was the last to stop and think about the 
impact on the lives of these students and their 
families. 

One mother whose two daughters became 
mixed up in the ring told The Law how the "best 
day of her life" was the day the police showed up 
at her door. 

As the schoolgirls, who have requested not to 
be identified, gave up sport and academic success 
for wild nights out, their parents were reaching the 
end of their tether. 

Their mother said: "The girls became more and 
more distant, turned into socialites over night and 
caused an awlful lot of tension. The worst thing 
for me as a mum was knowing something was 

An array of weapons recovered 

Cataloaue - -  
U -- - 

THE background to Operation Max 
reads like a catalogue of torment and 
torture - the sort of gratuitous violence 
which would shock even the most broad- 
minded. 

Many of the serious assaults brought 
to the attention of the police were 
believed to be the work of Vella and his 
associates but could not be proved. 

One attack was alleged to be "punish- 
ment" for not settling a drug debt 
amounting to a mere U0. 
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desperately wrong but not being able to put my 
finger on it. 

"When I realised the enormity of the situation it 
was horrifying but when the police turned up on 
my doorstep it was the best day of my life - I 
finally had something concrete to work with." 

Fortunately with the support of both their par- 
ents and the police the girls are now back on 
track, successfully carving a professional career. 

But as their mother pointed out: "In a way we 
were lucky that it all happened at that age. Vella 
deliberately picked on people for their naiveity but . 
it meant the girls still had time on their side. 

"Vella and his friends got to the stage where 
they thought they were invincible, it's despicable 
to prey on people so young and so easily influ- 
enced. It can ruin a young person's life forever. 
There is no place in society for anyone dealing in 

drugs and violence." 
Another mother unable to return to a life of nor- 

mality spoke of her son's trauma Given & status 
of a protected witness he is now beginning a new 
life with no friends and no trust. 

She explained: "He doesn't trust m u l .  The 
whole situation has been devastating, every mem- 
ber of the family has become a victim and it will 
be a long time before we can return to normality." 
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in fear for their lives as gang lived in luxury 

Anthony Dann John Hickson 
A 

drugs 

UNEMPLOYED since school with no known 
legal source of income or claims for benefit, 
Vella still maintained a lifestyle which would 
be the envy of most. 

Fast cars, mobile phones and overseas holi- 
days were a constant feature of his way of 
life. 

On one occasion five men including Vella 
flew first class to  Las Vegas to  watch a 
Lennox Lewis title fight. While they were 

tuley 
~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ l d  N~~~ there they took it upon themselves to hire a 

helicopter for a tour over the Grand Canyon. 

baron 
~ o o l w i c h  Court was told how one of the 

accounts book, kept by CO-defendant Simon 
Renaldi, revealed deals amounting about 
£1.2m for a period of little over 12 months. 
Renaldi eventually admitted the sum of 
£469,000 was the amount raised by him dur- 
ing the ocurse of a year's drug dealing. James 
Skeels, also unemployed, was found in pos- 
session of a dealing book which indicated 
drug transactions to a value of £45,820 and 
Scott Hunt with documents indicating a value 
of £5,648. Neither admitted any links with 
the documentation but both were found 

tion Max. 

"""I 

tim was subjected to an 
suit by three thugs. 
eaten about the head and 
aod feet and a large piece 
Ir was hacked off and he 
r injuries when a serated 
as used to cut through his 
Whilst laying injured he 
sard his attackers dis- 
to set him alight. 

r attack the same victim 
f his right eye for some 
was so disfigured that his 
recognise him as her son. 
nce continued! 
Ld had his head shaved 
f his hands burned with a 
1 ended up on a life-sup- 
.efusing to make a com- 
ing shot in the chest at 
I a handgun. 
ccasion a young man was 
~ous outside his Benfleet 
~dmitted to intensive care 
d and facial injuries. 
assault the victim had a 
)iling water poured over 
another was stripped 
take drugs, beaten and 

o a lake. 
ies sustained by victims 
red skulls, broken arms, 
slashed faces and knees 
IW hammers. 
all thought to be linked 
!it to court. 

guilty. 

L 

AS Essex Police continues its negotiations for a joint Air 

just what services they 
offer and who the voices are 
on the other end of the 
radios. 

Although put on trial in 1990, 
the unit became a permanent fix- 
ture in Essex in April 1991 and is 
now manned by an inspector, a 
newly-posted sergeant, four full- 
time constables and six reserves. 

The  helicopter itself is  an 
Aerospatiale AS 355F1 Twin 
Squirrel,  leased from Aeromega 

Inspector Mike Walker explained: 
"All our officers including the reserve 
air observers are trained to Civil Aviation Authority stan- 
dards and the helicopter is always manned by two 
observers and a civilian pilot. These officers, along with 
the vast equipment available can be of great assistance to 
colleagues on the ground." 

One of the most recent additions to the craft is the 
Agema infra red (FLIR) system, more commonly known 
as the "heatseeker". This was successfully used in the 
tracking and recapture of IRA prisoners on the run in 
Cambridgeshire and is a huge asset for suepect and rniss- 
ing person searches. 

Other facilities on board includes a 30 million candle 
power Nitesun searchlight, a 700 watt 
public address system, a Tracker system 
to aid detection of stolen vehicles, along 
with a multi-capability communications 
system and a host of navigation, photo- 
graphic and surveillance equipment. 

Consortium update 
ESSEX Police and have its own aircraft at 

Flying times are obviously subject to C a m b r i d g e S h i r e present. The Essex heli- 
weather conditions but officers can 
obtain a timetable from the unit. Constabulary have now copter, which went into ser- 

For more information on the unit you submitted a bid to the vice in 1990, is on hire. 
canspeak to any of the following offi- Home Office requesting The consortium's fallback 
cers pictured or reserve observers Pc 
Mike Dodd (Rayleigh Traffic), Pc John funding for a joint Air  strategy is for the Home 
Wilks (Rayleigh Marine), Pc Dave Office to provide up to Elm 
Gilbranch (Laindon Traffic), Pc Del It is  hoped that the to buy one helicopter for 
Brander (Rayleigh Traffic), Pc Bill 
Brightmore (Chelmsford Traffic) or Pc Government will pay up to Cambridgeshire with Essex 

Greg Peddell-Grant (Rochford). .£2m to buy a helicopter for continuing to fly on its hire 
each force. The two aircraft arrangement. 
would provide mutual A decision is expected 
operational back-up under a during February or March 
consortium agreement which and discussions between the 
would also reduce costs. two police authorities will 

Cambridgeshire does not continue. 
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Hong Kong views 
THE ATTITUDE of Essex Police 

mary school action group in the county. Hong Kong who have been in the 

Jaywick set up the group last year, under Delphine Yau, a clinical psycholo- 

Kong Social Welfare Department were 

#- 
police impressed us, they are very caring and tion of physical abuse cases reported." 

larly as many had received them as The came about HQ DCI understanding. They seem far more tuned in to During their  stay in the county Tommy and 

DiCk Madden visited Hang Kong last what they're doing. They are very gentle and affec- D e l ~ h i n e  visited interview suites at Corrini?ham, 
Christmas presents. tionate towards the children," said Tommy. Harlow and Chelmsford. "People have been very 

video interviewing Of and i l l  kind and generous. The only problem we did have 
people began last December i n  Hang Kong, With a wasunderstanding people with a Harlow accent," 

Madden had been heavily involved in 
population of 6.5 million people it will be a while said D e l ~ h i n e .  

before the system is  f u l l y  implemented, Cases of DC Jean Seager from the Child Protection Unit . 

sexual abuse are first to be subjected to video inter- made the two visitors at home and gave them a taste 

rode into school to have their bikes coded. 

dreiz with their prize-winning posters. Codename frostbite 
WHY not shed those lingering the fastest categories on the 50 mile 

cross country trek. 

Frostbite, it is an ideal chance for communication system, with animals 

mile course. Prizes are awarded for 

freyed Lord Archer, for this is high-ranking naval off icer ,  
the second book he has pub- resigned and emigrated after he 
lished in six months, writes received the dreadful news. 

It is a very poignant and read- 
Hi s  la tes t  For G o d ' s  Sake a b l e b o o k a n d I g o t e v e n m o r e  

Shoot Straight has  given me from it than from his first book - 
many thoughtful moments. His ~ h ,  ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ t t ~ l i ~ ~ .  
story is about sailors, far from ~~~~d with the death of bun- 

provide for the extras in life, for those luxuries that the sea and used as the infantry dreds and thousands of their 
can improve our standard of living. of the Royal Naval Division in men, could the hierarchy allow 

But the Endowment Savings Plan is also an ideal France in the autumn of l9I6. those who felt like it to wander 
way to provide a lump sum for necessities, particular- In July of that year, 607000 of away from the hell? Of course 
ly as a part of retirement planning. our soldiers had been killed in we now know tha t  i t  would 

The pension of most police officers, after commu- one battle and as the battles went almost certainly have been better 
on this level of casualty was  i f  everyone had walked off 

standards. A young naval sub-lieutenant, 
However, I suspect that the 

This means that the commutation lump sum needs of indifferent mili tary value, 
first army to waver would have 

to be used to supplement their income almost straight without permission, left his com- 
been massacred to a man, fol- mand to go seeking clarification away. 

of his orders and was found near lowed by civilians to a woman. 
It would have been civilised to 

from the action, The army shot have had courtrooms, barristers 
will mature in the early years of your retirement. and everything recorded. I sus- 

Len sets out the facts clearly pect that there was chaos as pea- 
years before your pension starts to increase. This is 

and it is not hard to follow him ple died all around the partici- 
the kind of forward planrling that allows you to use 

in the held general view pants  in the  so-cal led  Fie ld  your lump sum to its maximum effect. 
Retirement is too late to find out that short term that  T h e  Grea t  W a r  was  all  CO~rtMartial .  

wrong, The men were lions and AS an amateur historian I find 
planning is inefficient, better returns are available 

the generals donkeys. revisionism, that is considering 
from medium to long term investment, and this is 
where the PMAS excels. Of several hundred Empire the events of yesterday by the 

Remember, because of the early retirement age a soldiers who suffered the same standards of today, to be diffi- 

retired officer can look forward to an average of 20 to fate as Edwin Dyett, few got a cult. 
trial that was fa i r  by today's Poor Dyett was laid to rest in a 

30 years over which to spend the commutation lump 
sum. Looking at it that way, the lump sum does not standards, and thus records are grave undistinguished from that 

seem so generous after all. of his contemporaries and I wish 

yoi~,  call 01 543 41 4 19 1 or write to PMAS, Alexandra clusion that everyone convicted By heavens  Len!  Though I 

6QS. 
The Police Mutual Assurance Society Limited is 

an itzcorporated friendly society regulated by the 
Personal Investrnetzt Authority. Write us another one. 
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School Watch video Boundary 
changes 

G O V E R N M E N T  

launched 
teams from Essex Police to 
take part in a fun weekend 
sport event to raise much 
needed funds for the Save The 
Children Campaign. 

If YOLI C;III organise a team of five 
fit individuals willing to hurl them- 
selves around an assault  course 
competing against the clock, then 
this event is for you. 

The organisers stress the event is 
f irmly centred on fun, last year 
many zany compet i tor5  ran the 
assaul t  cour se  in fancy dress ,  
though this is not compulsory! 

The event is known as Group 4's 
"Alternative Challenge 2", fisst 
time round, in 1993, E26,000 was 
raised for Save The Children, this 
year the aim is f50,OOO. 

Each team member has to pledge 
just E50 in sponsorship money to 
compete (money must be with the 
organisers by June I ). 

The event, which will be held at 
Group 4's HQ in Worcestershire, is 
open to Essex Police employees and 
their family and friends. The event 
will take place over the weekend of 
Saturday, June 22 and Sunday, June 
23. It is expected that Saturday will 
be a practice day with a disco and 
supper in the evening. 

Prizes will be awarded in a num- 
ber of ca tegor ies ,  including the 
team which saises the most sponsor 
money; the team which finishes 
with the fastest oVerall time; the 
best over 50's team; and so on. 

The ev.ent is very much billed as 
a family occasion, and participants 
are invited to bring guests to cheer 
them on. There will be plenty of 
side-shows and attractions to keep 
everyone entertained, including 
brass bands bouncy cas t les  and 
Punch and Judy. 

Accommoda t ion  is avai lable  
nearby on a first-paid, first-served 
basis. 

For an application form write to: 
Magg ie  S t roud ,  G r o u p  4 Tota l  
Security Ltd, Farncombe House, 
Broadway, Worcestershire WR 12 
7LJ. Or telephone 01386 858585. 
If you do enter don't forget to tell 
us at The Law. 

CUTTING crime at schools and 
increasing the safety of pupils is the 
message of a new video produced by 
the Essex Police "award-winning" 
video team. 

Aimed at teachers, local education authori- 
ties and crime prevention officers. it hopes to 
increase the awareness of the School Watch 
initiative. 

The scheme involves the use of Hutchison 
Telecom pagers to alert all schools and 
police in the area to the presence of crimi- 
nals, on or near school property, within min- 
utes, such as vandals. bogus callers and 
thieves. 

The system is controlled by dedicated 
Hutchison Telecom operators but can be 
accessed by any school or  police officer 
within the scheme. Therefore information is 
relayed much quicker and more accurately 
than previously in the old "round robin" 
system. 

At its launch at Furze Hill Conference 
Cen t re ,  near  Che lmsfo rd ,  the  Chief  

BACKING SCHOOL WATCH: Inspector Andy Robertson, Janette 
Potter, (Deputy Mayor) Cllr Ted Crunden ECC Education Committee, 
Cllr Alan Willsher (Mayor), Chief Constable John Burrow. 
Photo courtesy Essex Chronicle Series. 

Constable welcomed the video and School 
Watch saying: "Society is a collection of 
communities and School Watch is the 
coming together of the business, local 
authority, education and police to make 
Essex a safer place." 

T h e  video,  presented by Howard  
Stableford of Tomorrow's World fame, 

graphically shows the benefits of School 
Watch in preventing crime and reassuring 
parents and children. 

School crime costs countrywide costs 
an estimated &60m each year and it is 
hoped the hard-hitting video will encour- 
age schools both in Essex and across the 
nation to join School Watch. 

reorganisation is to 
see some changes to 
the structure of 
Basildon District 
Council boundaries. 

In response to the 
wishes e'xpress by 
local residents, 
Billericay is to be 
merged with 
Brentwood Borough 
Council and Wickford 
with Rochford District 
Council. 

Rug offer 
A NEWLY established 
rug store is offering offi- 
cers and support staff of 
Essex Police at discount. 

The Oriental Rug Shop, 
183 Hamlet Court Road, 
Westcliff, sells all manner 
of rugs from Afghan to 
Chinese, from Persian to 
Turkish ,  and owner  
Michael  O 'Connor  is 
offering a 10 per cent dis- 
count. 

He is contactable  on 
0 1 702 434424. 

THE essential ingredient to a suc- 
cessful Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme is the circulation of informa- 
tion, and Rayleigh appears to have 
got it right. 

The division had many keen co-ordi- 
nators but the monthly distributed 
newsletter was a bit like shutting the 
gate after the horse had bolted, so the 

police decided to take some action. 
Four volunteers now man an office at 

Rayleigh Police station every weekday. 
Not only is there a direct 24-hour 

information hotline, the volunteers sift 

RAYLEIGH town centre shop and business own- named Central Beat which includes the High Street 
ers have had the chance to meet the police officers and immediate surrounding areas from Friday, 
responsible for policing their beat. March 1. 

Constables Andrew Meyer and Jane Murphy will Traders and owners were invited to have their say 
be providing a high quality policing service to the re- on how the beat should be policed when they attend- 

Brimstone will continue 
RAYLEIGH'S Operation Licensed premises have been tar- cour se  any operat ion of this 
Brimstone is set to continue fol- geted, with 51 visits made to pubs nature brings with it a resourcing 
lowing the positive findings of a and clubs in the area. And a total problem, and to this end as we 
six week review. of 12 drugs warrants were execut- move forward the operation 

The initiative which has been 
running since November 15, has 
put more officers on the street 
and raised the profile of policing 
in the town. 

In addition to normal police 
patrols, officers from CID and 
other departments have been seen 
walking the beat to target certain 
criminal activities. 

Successes so far include a drop 
in youth nuisance incidents, 261 
in November, down nearly 100 
compared to the previous month. 

ed reaping a 76 per cent positive 
result. One man was arrested in 
connection with approximately 
70 counts of criminal damage. He 
is currently on police bail. 

A total of 563  police hours 
were spent on what senior offi- 
cers at Rayleigh say, is an opera- 
tion achieving positive results. 

Acting Chief Inspector Roger 
Lowe from Rayleigh said: "We 
are certainly doing well, we are 
very pleased with the positive 
results from the operation. Of 

should  become  more  sharply  
focused on what problems we 
address." 

Now officers in the Rayleigh 
division are encouraged to "bid" 
for their problem to be taken on 
by Operation Brimstone. Each 
section has  a l ive 'Brimstone 
incident created on the IRIS com- 
puter where officers can bring 
particular incidents to the atten- 
tion of the operation management 
team. 

Neighbours kept in 
the know with Hotline 
through all the divisions crimes each morning and 
instantly contact the appropriate co-ordinator for the 
area with the details. 

Debbie Gadd is one of the four volunteers and 
thinks the new scheme is ideal. 

She explained: "By the time most of us received 
the newsletter the crimes in question were ancient 
history. This way we are providing co-ordinators 
with information hot off the press. 

"Each morning we sift through the computer print- 
outs of crimes and can instantly spread the word on 

suspects descriptions, specific incidents, suspicious 
vehicles etc." 

Although there is yet no firm evidence that th 
scheme is reducing crime in the area, Debbie is cer- 
tain it will become a deterrent and lead to a safer 
community. 

And Crime Prevention officer Roger Moore says 
"it can't fail". 

He explained; "We have always been in the fore- 
front of Neighbourhood Watch but have struggled to 
service it." 

ed a meeting last week in the town. 
Pc  Meyer  said: "The meeting was very well 

attended by traders and premises owners. They 
expressed a number of concerns about extra police 
being needed in the area. They were pleased that an 
effort was being made to give them a contact point 
with the local police." 

A further kick-off from the meeting was the set- 
ting up of a Consultative Group to met on a regular 
basis to discuss issues of concern, and the formation 
of an anti-theft group. 

A town link radio system, enabling all shops to be 
linked with the police, is also planned to be trialed in 
the near future. 

ON THE RAYLEIGH BEAT: Constables 
Andrew Mayer and Jane Murphy. Photo 
courtesy of Yellow Advertiser. 

After the initial enthusiasm of any project, interest 
soon wears and it is usually left to the neighbourhood 
beat officers who struggle to keep on top of the work 
along with their other duties. 

Roger said: "This way information is current and 
regular. A lot more interest has been shown and a lot 
more awareness. It can't fail to succeed and I'm cer- 
tain it will lead to a reduction in crime." 

The success of the scheme will be reviewed in 
April. A similar set-up is running out of Benfleet 
with three volunteers covering the Castle Point area. 
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rehearsal on January 2. 
Social activities got off to a 

flying start toom with a trip to 
Golders Green Hippodrome 
on January 12, to hear Robin 
Boyle announce that "Friday 
Night is Music Night". 

As this was a live transmis- 
sion on Radio 2 and the BBC 
Concert Orchestra and their 
guest singers had not 
appeared on stage with only a 
few minutes to go, one or two 
choir members had to be 
restrained from leaping the 
balcony to claim their 

As fame was denied them 
they had to settle for a fish 
and chip supper on the way 

Having decided to pace 
ourselves this year in order to 
increase our repertoire, the 
choir's first engagement of 
1996 will be a concert with 
the Es\ex Police Band on 
Sunday. Febr~~ary 18, at the 
Westcl~ff Theatre, Clacton to 
Iuse funds for the RNLI. 

February 6 showed the suc- 
cess of last year's fes t~val  
when the Chief Constable. as 
our President, presented 
cheques totalling f9 ,000 to 
charit~es active in the thl-ee 
concert locations. 

The choir has suffered the 
loss of a few members 
through work and domestic 
PI-easures. therefore a small 
number of vacancies exist. 

Some positions will be held 
for \erving officers or niem- 
ber\ of support staff but any- 
one who enjoys singing a 
wide variety of music, with 
some fun thrown in, is wel- 
come to j o ~ n  us in the 
Training Centre on Tuesday 
evening.; at 7.30pm. 

Comrades meeting 
T H E  Annual General Meeting of the 
Comrades' Association will be held in 
the Federation Office, Stable Lodge at 
Headquarters, at 1 1.30am on Friday, 
February 23. 

Readers are reminded that member- 
ship to this association is open not only 
to retired officers but also serving offi- 
cers with 10 years or more service. 

The annual subscription is only £ l  
and the association would welcome an 
increase in the number of serving offi- 
cers. 

For further information contact Dave 
Jones on 01245 491491 ext 54501. 

Calling former SES 
The Southend Special Enquiry Section 
ceased to exist in its current form this 
week as it became part of a larger crime 
unit. 

As a result of the changes it is pro- 
posed to  hold a re-union in April or  
May for all former SES members, serv- 
ing and retired. 

Could all ex members please contact 
e i the r  D C  Paul  Ba tes  o r  P c  Hazel  
Harley, both at Southend, so that a list 
of all ex members can be compiled. 

11 Albert Garner. 

11 ESSEX Police extends its sympathies to the 
families of the follow in^ officers and suo- 
port staff who have died; 11 EX CMnsp Harry Salmon, who ioined the 
police in (919, serving in Colchester and 
retiring in 1955. He died on January 7, aged II l,. 

11 ~ x ~ g t  Benjamin Snowsill, who joined the 

NARPO notes 11 police in 193 1, serving at Brentwood, 
Billericay and Rayleigh, retiring in 1960. 
He died on Januarv 25. aped 85. 

GREETINGS one and all. I hope your 
New Year started off well. This note is 
primarily designed to remind you all 
that there will be the winter social at 
Southend Police Club on Wednesday, 
February 2 1, any time after 8pm. Hope 
to see you all there. 

We have recently had a rush of new 
members to the branch including David 
and Jacqueline McDonagh, ~ l c k  and 
Hi lary  Ba ldock ,  S teve  and Angela  
MacGregor, Pat and Ann Wilkins and 
Roy and Cheryl Clark. 

Welcome to each and every one of 

- - ~  ~-~ ~ ~ , - ~ - ~  
Ex Ds Douglas ~ohnson ,  who joined the 
police in 1939, serving at Chelmsford, 
Tilbury and Saffron Walden, retiring in 
1969. He died on January 23, aged 79. 
Ex Ds William Green, who joined the 
police in 1929, serving at Maldon, Grays, 
Pitsea, Brentwood, Tilbury and Epping, 
retiring in 1958. He died on January l ,  aged 
89. 
EX Sgt Bernard Doy, who joined the police 
in 1938, serving at -Romford' and 
Chelmsford, retiring in 1968. He died on 
January 12, aged 82. 
Ex DC Albert Garner, who joined the 
police in 1962, serving at South Ockendon, 
Basildon, Wickford. Canvev Island and 

you - perhaps we shall see you at the Laindon retiring in 1 9 9 4 . . ~ e  died on 
social (really just an opportunity to nat- January 28, aged 60. 
ter). I I Gladys Frankland, former traffic warden, 

For the other long established mem- whoioined the police in 1968 and retired in 
bers, this is my opportunity to remind 1981. She die don  January 17, aged 64. 
you that the N~~ year brings on yet Peter Harris, of HQ uniform stores who 
another pain in the rear - a new round of joined the police in 1974 and retired in 

1994. He died on January 10. subs which remain at £ 10. 
Brian Taylor, Southend Branch. 1-1 

Market Place. , . Market Place, , . Market Place, . . I I 
AQUARIUM. 30ins by CORNWALL, Polperro. 
ISins by 12 ins, complete Chalet sleeps 415, heated 
with heater unit, pump, fil- indoor and outdoor pools, 
ter. light cable tidy and grav- club and all facilities, £55 to 
el ,  £40 ono.  Contact P. £210 per week. Contact 
Foster on 0 1702 7 15829. Craig Bailey on 01279 
CANON camera,  model 653570 or 01279 832837. 
EOS IOOOF, 35-80 and 80- FLATMATE required, 
200 canon lenses, built in Westcliff, two bedroom flat, 
and separate flash,  case,  shared kitchen, lounge etc, 
hardly used, £ 225. Contact overlooking sea, £ l80pcm 
Pc Pardy on 01621 818345. plus bills. Contact 01702 
COMMODORE C64 com- 3524 15 after 7pm. 
puter with dedicated FOR SALE. Rayleigh girls 
Commodore NLQ printer or ladies small wheeled 
and tape deck. Ideal for three speed cycle with carri- 
young person, system er and stand, excellent con- 
includes joy stick and many dition, £35. Contact 
games as well as word pro- Federation Office on 54555. 
cessor. spreadsheet and edu- FOR SALE. Bird Aviary, 
cational programmes (aged 7ft high, 19ft length, 15ft 
718 upwards). All perfect wide, all wire netting 
and ready to run, £ 1 10. enough for indoor and out- 
Contact Mike Beaveridge on door flights, nest boxes and 
5 1006 or 0 l702 529985. sink. Buyer to dismantle and ------------------ I r BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE - ONE WORD PER B O X ~  I 

I Name and Rank ..................................................... I 
I Station ........................... Home Tel ........................ 

I Date ................... Signed ......................................... 
L-,,-,-------------J 

take away, £400. Contact 
Mrs Miles on 01 245 250043 
(evenings). 
FOR SALE. BMW KIOOLT 
motorcycle, 1989, 'G', MOT 
one year, 30k, vgc, fsh,  
£3,800 ono. Contact Pc Paul 
Mower on 0 1279 443 160. 
FOR SALE. Two bedroom 
house with garden close to 
Lakeside, M25, BR, Grays, 
quick sale required, £43,995. 
Viewing via Woolwich 
Property Services on 01 375 
386111. 
FRENCH cottage to let. 
Sleeps up to six people. 
Comfortable and fully 
equipped. Situated in pretty 
hamlet amid countryside of 
Loire Valley. Easy access to 
all of the Chateaux. Local 
wine, good food and peace 
and quiet, ideal place to 
relax and unwind. Contact 
John New on 01604 
70320618 (work) or 01604 
33 144 (home). 
HOLIDAY cottage between 
Bordeaux and Toulouse in 
France. Sleeps 4, fully fur- 
nished, 2 mountain bikes 
available. Quiet, beautiful 
countryside, ideal for walk- 
ing. bird watching, swim- 
ming and walking around 
Chateaux. Approx £200 per 
week. Contact Clive or 
Doreen on 01245 350215. 
ISLE of Wight cottage to 
let. Sleeps 8. pets welcome. 
Contact John Neagle on 
01 279 437560 for details. 
MIJAS Spain, Costa Del 
Sol.  Two bedroom villa, 
sleeps 415, garden. barbecue, 
swimming ,pools on site,  
panoramic vlews, from f 130 
to E250 per week. Contact A 
Rowlands on 01 277 65803 1. 
OSPRE pack. complete 

with supplements 1994. 
Also Butterworths Law (3rd 
edition).  Go for it! £ 15. 
Contact Ex Pc Fletcher on 
01277 211012. 
SOMERSET, Williton. 
Character cottage, one-and- 
a-half miles from coast. 
Quantock Hills, edge of 
Exmoor, tastefully fur- 
nished, sleeps 4 .  Short 
breaks to Easter. After East 
weekly hire is £ 160 to £240. 
Contact Marie Milnes on 
01 984 632194. 
SONY hi-fi stereo system, 
CD player five play, radio, 
turntable, double tapes, 
dolby sound, two years old, 
excellent condition, absolute 
bargain. Contact Tom 
Rhodes on 01268 524355. 
STATIC six berth caravan, 
Polzeath, Cornwall ,  f ive 
minutes walk from sandy 
beach, self-contained colour 
TV. Most dates available, 
regret no dogs. Contact D. 
Turner on 0 1375 846704. 
TO LET. Two bedroom 
ground floor furnished flat 
situated l 0  minutes walk 
from Southend Police sta- 
tion, train stations and local 
amenities,  £350 pcm. 
Contact Jo Williams on 
10439 or 0802 445829. 
VALOR cabaret heater with 
two gas cylinders (empty), 
f40. Contact Glenn Palmer, 
HQ FIB on 52465. 
VIGLEN Pc 486DX2, 
SOMHZ, 8meg ram, 500MB 
HDD plus 200MB spare 
HDD, software only E700 
ono. Contact Adam 
Dovaston on 0 1702 420020 
or Benfleet Station. 

M A N Y  off icers  in Essex were  
shocked earlier Lhib month by the sud- 
den death of the well-liked Albert 
Garner. 

The jovial detective who, retired 
from Basildon just over a year ago, 
most recently took on the extremely 
demanding task of "babysitter" to a 
protected witness in the drugs opera- 
tion Max and was  also known for  
leading the investigation into the 
series of Laindon rapist attacks. 

He was better known to his friends 

and colleagues as Albert RN, showing 
his fondess for the Royal Navy, his 
only other job prior to joining the 
police force. 

Detect ive  Super intedent  David  
Bright, said: "Albert will be greatly 
missed. He was a real career police- 
man who was a great teacher to many 
young  de tec t ives .  Al though he  
worked by the book he was a very 
kind and caring man." 

His funeral was held at St Martin's 
Church, Basildon. 

Readers of The Law will have noted 
Harry Salmon's 100th birthday party 
featured last summer. 

Sadly Harry died on January 7 and, 
after a ceremony at his lcoal church at 
Ipswich, has been buried beside his wife 
at Colchester Cemetery. 

The photo may be of interest featuring 
Harry (right) in his Colchester Borough 
uniform and his brother, who was in 
Salisbury City Police and later a super- 
intendent in Wiltshire. 

Harry, born on July 26, 1895, was a 
tram driver at Colchester, joined the 

army in the Great War, joined 
Colchester Police from 1919 to 1947, 
then stayed in the town as part of the 
Essex Constabulary until 1955. 

He had over 40 years on pension. He 
lived alone in Ipswich, close to his son 
Clifford, a retired Inspector of the 
Suffolk Constabulary. 

He was very self-sufficient and in 
good form in July 1995, when visited by 
our Chief Constable John Burrow, on 
the day he received his telegram from 
the Queen. 

Fred Feather. 

Tearful send-off for Florrie 
A FAMILIAR face in the Headquarters can- 
teen, Florrie Hamilton, has cooked up her 
last creation for Essex Police. 

Florrie has worked for Essex Police for 
about 20 years, starting out at the Training 
School, but she says it seems like yesterday. 

"The time's flown by so fast, but I have 
really enjoyed it. I'm going to make them all 

envious by sitting at home and watching all 
the weepy films." 

There were a few tears shed herself at a 
presentation of gifts from for all the other 
canteen staff. 

As well as knitting and needlework, keen 
caravanner Florrie also plans on a few jaunts 
to the coast now she has the time. 

ESSEX Police also extends 
its good wishes to the fol- 
lowing officers and support 
staff who are retiring. 
D1 Rod Clare, HQ, 30 years 
(20.5.96). 
Insp Robert Naden, HQ 
CID OPs, 30 years ( 1  6.2.96). 
Sgt Neil Seyrnour, HQ 
Community Safety, 30 years 
(10.3.96). 
Sgt David Bardell, 
Colchester CID, 30 years 
( 1  8.2.96). 
Sgt Denise Hale, HQIR, I I 
years ( 1 1.2.96). 
Pc Stewart Collins, 
Harwich, 30 years (13.4.96). 
Pc Roger House, Epping, 17 
years (14.1.96). 
Pc Allen Littlejohns, 

Raising a glass to Florrie are the staff of Laindon Traffic,  $ years 
~eadquarters canteen. (2 1.1.96). 
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Letters contined 
from page 4 

A view that must 
not be encouraged 

I REFER t o  the  letter's page in the  January  edition of 
The Law newspaper. 

The letter from Dave Hurrell of Westcliff, whether a serv- 
ing officer or retired police officer does little for the 
improved working relationship between male and female 
colleagues, both police and civilian alike. 

Surely this old-fashioned view is not to be encouraged. It 
is difficult enough to convince officers that an Equal 
Opportunities course is not a waste of time without this kind 
of bigoted view. 

R.A. Dabbs and M.A. Blanks 
Laindon Traffic 

u n e a r t h e d  a n o t h e r  o l d  
file ca lcula ted  t o  a m u s e  
today's p lu tocra t ic  offi- 
cers. 

Two wealthy but misguid- 
ed motorists had collided 
head-on outside my humble 
nick. One was an eminent 
Secretary of State, a tower- 
ing political f igure.  The 
magic of chemistry pro- 
duced an instant rapport  
betwixt the two of us. 

A proud Force was dying 
on its feet, I told him a trifle 
tartly. 

Soon, policemen would 
be seen collecting fag-ends 
in the gutter. Already we 
kept body and soul together 
by dint of driving wives and 
progeay into slave labour 
with crime entering the star- 
tosphere. The great man reg- 
istered shock. 

"Hcll's teeth! God forgive 
us!" he muttcred. "Tell the 
tlaming House, laddie." 

He offered me nothing 
less than his safe seat (l8,OO 
maj.uity) his retirement 
being imminent. Also the 
nominal political guru 
philosopher and friend of 
every cop in the UK under 

coppersticks. 
The old nabob lived in a 

luxury hotel which he 
owned. There he entertained 
the world's leaders plus a 
penniless, tatterdemalion 
and plebian policeman to 
show how democratic they 
all were. But there's always 
a snag. 

The wearisome trawling 
and crawling the seats of the 
mighty like a prize porker at 
auction ultimately turned 
this dogsbody's proud stom- 
ach. 

Tired and touchy one day, 
convinced that the shenani- 
gans of party politics made 
it the longest running farce 
since Charley's Aunt fell 
over her knickers, I chick- 
ened out by letter before tip- 
toeing into the sunset.  A 
better man would have 
stayed the course. 

But perchance there's one 
waiting in the wings in the 
East  Saxon sticks today, 
bright, blue-eyed, bushy- 
tailed. 

Brash Bert  o r  tender 
Brenda, who give a tipsy 
t inker 's  toss fo r  gender? 
Bon voyage. 

Ralph Jones 

Seaxes on the Essex hockey 
tournament 

success 
ESSEX Police's invitation 
to the first-ever Cle,eland 

brink of closure National  Invi ta t ional  
Hockey Tournament \ias 
a n  honour  in itself, but  
there was more to come. 

A MOTOR Club f o r  Essex Police enthusiasts, in existence for 28 
years, could be f o r c e d  to fold unless a Treasurer can be f o u n d  
soon, writes Brian Jaggs. 

Unfortunately interest by Essex 
Police enqloyees has waned over the 
years and we now find ourselves in 
the  unenviable position of having 
very little support by serving offi- 
cers. 

The  c lub 's  AGM is due  to  take 
p l ace  in Apr i l  and  o u r  cu r r en t  
Treasurer has intimated his intention 

to not stand for re-election. One of 
our Club rules is the Treasurer must 
be a serving member of Essex Police. 
O u r  problem is tha t  without th is  
position being filled, the Club must 
cease to operate or at the very least 
cease to function as the Essex Police 
Motor Club. 

May I therefore make this special 

request. Any serving officers who 
wish to  become involved in grass 
roots motor sport AND anyone who 
may be interested in committee work 
for  the  c lub  especially in role of 
Treasurer to please contact  me  at 
Braintree Police Station fo r  more 
information. 

If there is no response, I will be 
recommending that the Club must 
cease  to  operate,  and yet another 
recreational outlet facility will be 
lost. 

Brian Jaggs, Hon. Secretary 

T H E  ESSEX Pol ice  
t e a m  w e r e  a t  t h e  
H e r o n  P a r k  C e n t r e  
i n  A v i a t i o n  w a y  
S o u t h e n d  o v e r  a 
weekend a t  t h e  e n d  
o f  l a s t  y e a r  t o  t a k e  
o n  seven t e a m s  a n d  
45 players. 

T h e  o the r  t eams  
taking part f rom the  
region were  
Hampsh i r e ,  Kent ,  
T h a m e s  Va l l ey ,  
Su r rey ,  Sussex  a n d  
Hertfordshire. 

On the Friday teams 
were divided into two 
leagues with winners The Essex Team: Jason Foster, Graham Hadley, D a v e  Murray, Malcolm 

and runners up playing Johnson, Alex Vowles and Adrian Bunting with Supt Mick Benning. 
semi f ina ls  On the Essex, the current 94-95 south- a strong Hampshire side in the finals losing 4-1 with 
Saturday morning. only Jason Foster, the current National Champion 

managing to win. 

Force lottery 
The result of the November lottery is as 
follows: f 1,500 Sarah Cook,  
Colchester; f 1,000 Insp Peter Ander5on 
Colchester; £500 Pc Harry Knight, 
Harlow Dogs; £300 Pc James  
Cunningham, Southend;  £200 Pc 
Nicholas Daws, HQ; £100 Thomas 
Rhodes, Basildon. 

The following received £50: 
DetISupt Ralph Barrington, HQ, Pc 
Michael Hall, HQ, Sgt Andrew Cullers, 
Maldon, Pc James Ling, Leigh, DC 
Ernie Carr, HQ, Sgt Janice Harrison, 
Canvey, DC Teresa Earl, Chelmsford, 
DC Barry Taylor, Tiptree,  Patricia 
Brennan, Colchester and Anthony 
Spong, South Ockendon Dogs. 

The result of Deecember is: £ 1,500 
Pc John Hart, Chelmsford, £ 1,000 TW 
Robert Malseed, Braintree, £500 Linda 
Harris, HQ, £300 DC Jean Seager, 
Rayleigh CSB, £200 D1 Sue Harrison, 
Grays, £ l00 Pc Laurie Pipe, Southend. 

The following receive £50: Pc 
Norman Buckley, Harlow Traffic, Pc 
Thomas Stott, Rochford,  Pc Paul 
Clancy, Grays,  Ds  Gary Franklin,  
Leigh, Pc Leonard Bickford, Maldon, 
Betty Palmer, Harlow, Patricia Murray, 
Harlow Traffic, Pc Peter Bareham, 
Stanway Traffic, DC Peter Holding, 
Corringham and Debora Crudington, 
Benfleet. 

Police bowls 
PC John Anderson, of Harlow Traffic, 
and Dc John Stewart ,  of Stansted 
Airport, have been selected to represent 
the English Police at bowls against the 
Welsh Police in Worcestershire on 
Wednesday, April 3. 

Pc John Anderson has also been 
selected to represent the English Police 
against the Scottish Police in Irvine, 
Scotland on March 6 and 7. 

Race walk 
THE Croker Cup race walk was h d d  
on January 21 at Essex University, 
Colchester with the following results: 
Men's winner Supt Denis Sheppard, 
Harlow; men's runner up Sgt Keith 
Fitz-John, Chelmsford; ladies winner 
ChIInsp Julia Jeapes, Chelmsford; 
ladies runner up Pc Jenna Watts,  
Southend; veteran's winner Supt Denis 
Sheppard, Harlow; veteran's runner up 
John Hedgethorn, Colchester. 
Team results: 1 Southend with 516 pts 
(1 2 CC pts), 2 Chelmsford with 325 pts 
( l 0  CC pts), 3 Braintree with 289 pts (8 
CC pts), 4 Rayleigh with 212 pts (7 CC 
pts), 5 Colchester with 159 pts (6 CC 
pts), 6 Harlow with 84 pts (5 CC pts), 7 
Tendring with 32 pts (4 CC pts). 
Basildon, Headquarters and Thurrock 
were not represented at these champi- 

onships. An entry of l l 0  walkers com- 
pleted in this walk, which is one of the 
best attendances for the event. 

Swimming 
THE Croker Cup swimming champi- 
onships will be held at Gloucester ark 
Swimming Baths on Saturday, March 
30. 

Annual Award 
EACH year the Essex Police Sports 
Association makes two awards, to a 
member or group of members, who, in 
the opinion of the Management 
Committee, have made an outstanding 
contribution in the service of sport and 
an outstanding performance in sport. 
Nominations for this year's awards 
have to be submitted in writing, along 
with a brief pen picture of the candi- 
date, stating the reasons for the applica- 
tion, to the Force Sports Secretary by 
March 4. 

Cricket tickets 
THE Force Sports Association has 
again purchased two Executive Suite 
tickets for all the Essex first eleven fix- 
tures. The intention is to allocate on a 
day basis. For more details see Chris 
Jacob, Force Sports Secretary. 

A good weekend was had by all with Chief 
Superintendent Mick Benning presenting the trophies 
to the winners and runners up. 

Anybody interested in playing for the Essex team 
should contact any of the team players. 

Adrian Bunting 
Laindon Traffic 

Congratulations t o  both Mick Bond a n d  Mike Kliskey 
w h o  h a v e  been  se lec ted  b y  t h e  P A A  to r e p r e s e n t  
British Police against the  R A F  a n d  Fire Service today 
(February  7). 

In The SEPAA Cross Country League in Basildon the 'A' 
team placings were: Mick Bond, 2nd; Chris Turner, 9th; 
Paul McFayyen, 27th; Ian Jennings, 36th; Paul Purkiss, 37th 
and Brian Murnaghan , 38th. The 'B' team scorers were 
Andy Eves, 55th; Gary Matthews, 57th, Pete Bryan, 58th 
and Jock Gibson, 59th. 

Just outside the scoring positions was Paul Hooks who 
provided the race commentary. The only Essex women com- 
petitors were Moira Ainsley who finished 9th in the ladies 
race and Liz Stephens who was 16th after getting lost. 

After three races Essex 'A' were Sth, 'B' 4th and the 
ladies - 7th. 

Essex Police fielded two full mens teams in Southampton, but 
despite an excellent run through the muddy woods, Mick Bond 
was denied his first win of the season due to an unexpected 
return by Simon Moreley of Sussex. But he scored second leav- 
ing him well in contention for honours. 

Mike Kliskey also ran extremely well finishing third. 
The next and final stage of the SEPAA league race is on 

February 22 in Sussex with the SEPAA Championships in 
Maidstone on March 14. 

Kay Blackman scored for 
Essex in the 1-1 draw with 
Lothian & Borders. Essex 
dominated the second game. 
against Cleveland, and Di 
Taylor whipped in a penalty . :' 

flick for victory. Matt 
Brooking scored twice in 
the win over Lancashire. 
leaving Essex needing a win 
and at least two goals to 
take the tournament hon- 
ours. 

The team rose to the 
occasion. An early goal 
from Andy Cryne eased the 
nerves, Vic Murphy flicked 
in the second and Matt 
Brooking rounded the keep- 
er brilliantly to score 
Essex's third and make them 
tournament champions. 

Essex team: Bob Ward 
(manager) Vic Murphy 
(capt )  Gary Franklin. 
Geordie Tyson, Matt 
Brooking, Andy Cryne. 
Theresa Lucas (joint capt) 
Di Taylor. Kay Blackman. * 
Sue McLellan. Kate Bull 
and Joe Lindfield. 

High hopes 
for football 

team 
FOLLOWING three defeats 
and a 1-1 draw at Takele?. 
thanks to  a Darren Pike 
goal, the previous month. 
December started well for 
the Essex Police footballers. 

A good all-round perfor- 
mance brought a 6 - 2  ho~nc 
win against Benfleet. with 
goals from Perkes ( 2 )  Pike. 
Henderson. O'Conncll and 
Deacon. 

This ua\ follo\\cd by o 2-2 
draw at home to Herongate. 
with Gibb\ sco~-ili: hotli 
Police goals. 

I n  a PAA match at NOI-tiilh. 
Essex twice took the lead and 
dominated play. hut finished 
losing 3-7 th;lnks to ;I diyx~t- 
ed penalty. 

Worse was to folio\\ \+ he11 
the Police suffered a 9 -  I 
drubbing at the hands of 
Harold Hill. Pihe was the sole 
Essex scorer. 

The second team had a hct- 
ter November. with one \rill. 
two draws and a defeat. 

Dave Scott starred in a -1-2 
away win at Shell Cluh n n ~ i  
scored twice. The other scor- 
ers were O'Connell and 
O'Hare. 

Stopher and O'Hare were 
the Police marksmen in an 
entertaining 2-2 home draw 
with Broomfield. 

There was a goal feast in 
the home match with Sandon 
Royals, which ended 4-4 after 
the Police relaxed and let the 
visitors snatch the draw. 
Police goalscorers were 
Woodhouse (2) Stopher and 
O'Connell. 

Away to Broomfield, a 
weakened Police side lost 5- 
2, with their goals coming 
from Bender and O'Connell. 

The second team have risen 
to fifth place in their league, 
just five points behind the 
leaders, with two games in 
hand. 
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Are Marathon team you m 

ready 

A S I X  week voyage to  
Mediterraizeaiz might seem like paradise lhe I 

to beat - - 

e heat 
but woiz't be all plain sailing. I 

1 ' 1  Essex area. 

Do1.r Milror~ is lookirlg ,for- o ho,-cl-\colkir~g c.rec~. 
of' si.1- to  s11crl.e crll, o r  p~rrr,  o,f CI rrip to  tllr 
Bo1~1rl.ic.s ill J I I I IP.  

T I O I  1 1  I f S O  1 t 

,fi)r sighr-sreirlg. 
~ l l  1r1.rl.s c?fr.\-lwrirrlc,r trrr c~~elcornr o ~ o ~ l ~ - ~ l  

/l~rrlc/.soriir C I ~ T ~  \ ~ ~ r / l - ~ q ~ ~ i l ~ / ~ i d  41,fr .v/ool~. 
lfxolr'r-r irlter-esteci corlfnct Da1.e o r 1  0181 850 

3849 (el'er~irlg~) 0 1 .  0802 572192 (~i lo l~i le) , f i~~, f i t r -  
rher- r1t~tr1il.s. 

Colchester Police 10, Tendring 7 Tendring, who soon scored a try just after the break. 

THIS was the first  match of the season for With two minutes remaining and Colchester down to 

THE ESSEX Police team running in the 1996 London 
Marathon are hoping for cooler temperatures this 
April after suffering from over-heating problems last r u  n n  n g  i n  u n i f o r m  w i e l d i n g  
year. black rubber  t runcheons.  They  

pc  Laurie Rampling from and it can  take  i ts  tol l .  a i m  t o  r a i s e  ~ 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  
Grays said: "Last year it was. Hopefully it won't be as warm President 's  Trust  organised by 

all a bit much, we ran in this year.M Supt  Mick Jackson at  Harlow - 

peratures of about 70 degrees O f f i c e r s  wil l  o n c e  a g a i n  be  the charity helps disabled chil- 
dren in the Essex area. 

two points following a successful conversion by Colchester and proved to be a very hard game, 
Tendring, the back row of Colchester, along with tactical 

with the 'pponents two current London kicking of Jason Boots ensured pressure on the Tendring 

to box 

Former marathon win- 

& 

ner, Eamonn Martin, is 
helping the team along the 
way with hints and tips to 
help them through the gru- 

as Essex hosts elling 26 mile slog - 

Eamonn will also be run- 
ning again this year, but 
will probably leave the 
police team standing as he 
hopes to win once again. 

The Essex Police team 
NOT only did Essex bined with Chris Jacob (HQ) of 12 will include Pc Alan 
play host to the ~~5 for the mixed doubles. But Barley (Chelmsford), Insp 
Region PAA Indoor when combined  with J o  Merv Fairweather ( H Q  

Dudley (Colchester)  they Training), Sgt Peter Bryan games were beaten in the final. (Chelmsford Traffic), D1 this yea,r but the Chris won the veteran's Steve Bright ( H Q  
ty's representatives singles but was beaten in the Training, DC Tony 
also clinched a few m e n ' s  s ing les  by Dave  Conniford (HQ Training), 

Birkett (Bi'liericay) who then Pc David Joseph and Pc 
~ ~ l d  over three days, the combined with Gavin Price Mick Woods 

d a r t s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  i t s  (Clacton) for the men's dou- 
(Chelmsford), Pc Laurie 

4 recen t  t r e n d  wi th  E s s e x  Ramplin8 (Grays) ,  Pc 
taking all the titles., With In Billiards our defending 

veron ica  Potter 
M o  C h a p l i n  ( R a y l e i g h )  champion  J im Cous ins  

(Chelmsford), Pc Jan 
a l r e a d y  q u a l i f i e d  a s  (Southend) was elminated in 

Adcock (HQ Training)  
the  f ina l  of  a high c lass  

defending national champi- and DC Angela Scothern 
event. 

on Sue Jenkins (Harwich) (Corringham CID). 
Snooker saw a large entry 

won the ladies singles and Laurie Rampling said: 
and disappointment as Dick 

then combined with MO for "The team has been train- 
Bird (Maldon)  and S teve  

the ladies doubles. ing for some time, last 
Wheeler (Chelmsford) both 

Paul Bates  ( S o u t h e n d )  year we completed the 
lost in the semi-finals. 

won the men's singles and marathon in 5 hours and 2 
The success means that we 

Bob Fugl (CSB) combined minutes. I think we'll beat 
with Peter Hyem (Shoebury) retain the Portsmouth Shield 

that this year hopefully 
to take the men's  doubles f o r  the  Force with most  

somewhere around 4 
and  Bob and  Sue  won the  points and, for the National- 

hours and 40 minutes. 
mixed doubles. PAA Championsh ips  in Billiards ace Jim Cousins plays a mean shot. 

This is the sixth year 
4, Table tennis was the first A p r i l 3  we  w i l l  h a v e  o u r  Unfortunately the Southend star was knocked out 

clever 

PAA for our new star ~ ~ l i ~  s t ronges t  ever  team with 
in the final of the PAA Indoor Championships heId 

. - ~ ~ k ~ ~  (southend) who won serious chances of winning 
at the Shoebury Snooker Centre. the ladies singles and com- several titles. 

THE NOVICE 
championships for 
the 1995-6 season 
are to be held within 
the next few months 
on a date and venue 

I Essex Police has entered a 
team, so  far  a total of 

f20,ooo has been raised 
for various charities in the 

yet to be fixed. 
Any officer,  Special 

Constable or member of 
support staff who wish 
e s  t o  e n t e r  a n d  is  a 
m e m b e r  of  the Sports 
a n d  S o c i a l  C l u b  can  
c o n t a c t  e i t h e r :  team 
m a n a g e r  I n s p  B o b  
M i l l e r ,  a t  W i t h a m  
Police Station on exten- 
s i o n  66 101 ,. o r  t eam 
c o a c h e s  D C  D a v e  
L o w e ,  a t  S o u t h e n d  
extension 30438, or Sgt 
T e r r y  H y m a s ,  a t  
Colchester on extension 
10125. 

Bob Miller 

Cricket 
season 
nears 

THE gentlemen of 
Essex CID are in the 
process of arranging 
fixtures for the 
forthcoming season 
and are always seek- 
ing new members in 
the form of present, 
past or retired CID 
officers. 

Any person wanting a 

c o p y  o f  t h e  cur ren t  

n e w s l e t t e r  o r  fu r ther  

information should con- 

tact either team manag- 

e r ,  Insp B o b  Miller a t '  

W i t h a m ,  ex tens ion  

66 10 1 o r  team captain, 

D1 P h i l  M e l l o n  at  

Bren twood,  extension 

751 14. 

- - 
Irish players, among others. line, which resulted in a try from prop, Peter Thompson, 

After a firht half try from Colchester's Dave Wright the giving a final result of 10-7 in Colchester's favour. 
second half wa\ mostly dominated by the forward play of Man of the match was Jason Boots. 


