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Mr Clark
is new
deputy

Mr Charles Clark
CHARLES Clark, has been
appointed Deputy Chief
Constable, to take over from
Mr Jim Dickinson QPM, who
retires a t the end of August.
Mr Clark (481, currently
ACC (S), joined Essex
Constabulary in 1968 and
was promoted to sergeant in
1974 and inspector in 1978.
From October 1978 Mr
Clark studied a t Essex
University, where he gained
an honours degree in policy
making and administration.
He was promoted to chief
inspector in 1984 and was in
charge of the Force Support
Unit until his promotion to
superintendent in 1986,
when he took charge of the
Force Training School.
In 1986 he was also awarded a place a t t h e FBI
National
Academy
in
Quantico, Virginia, USA.
Two years later he was promoted to chief superintendent and for two years was
seconded a s staff officer to
Her Majesty's Chief Inspector
of Constabulary. Mr Clark
attended
the
Senior
Command Course a t t h e
Police Training College,
Bramshill in 1990.
Until May 1994 when he
took up his present post Mr
Clark was ACC with
Leicestershire police.
During his 29 years' service
Mr Clark has received three
commendations. Married
with two daughters, his hobbies include keeping fit, football and gardening.
Mr Clark said: "I a m
delighted to be given this
new challenge. Essex Police
is an excellent Force and I
welcome the opportunity to
continue my career in my
home county."
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'High' grade ensures prompt action to urgent calls

BRIDGING THE
RESPONSE GAP
A NEW grading
system for calls
from the public
has
been
launched
in
Essex.
Until now, all calls
have been classified
according to whether
they need a n immediate, routine
or
referred response, or
no response a t all.
A fifth grade designed to

bridge the gap between an
immediate a n d routine
response, was introduced
on August 1.
Called "high response, the
new grade will cater for calls
where there is a risk to people or property which is likely to increase, the informant
is distressed and where there
is a reasonable expectation
by the informant of a quick
response.
Calls given a high grading
should be answered as soon
as possible up to a maximum
of 45 minutes. The criteria
and t a r g e t times for t h e

by i y s o n Mountney
remaining four grades stay
the same.
The new system took just
five minutes to set up and
had no cost implications. It
was the result of a recommendation by Sgt J u d i t h
Stevens in a report on standardising radio procedure.
Sgt Dave Starr, who oversaw the introduction of the
new system following Sgt
Stevens's move to Scenes of
Crime, said there was a need
for the extra grade.
"Divisional controls a r e

often transferred many incidents, such as concerns for
welfare and suspects, that do
not warrant an emergency
response, using blues and
twos, but do require prompt
'routine'
attention. A
response grade does not
always do justice to the circumstances of the call," he
said.
"There are many incidents
that require urgent attention
but do not justify the kind of
driving which a true 'immediate' incident demands. For
example, a damage only RTA
on the A12 does not fall into
the 'immediate' criteria. No

life or property is threatened,
no serious offence i s i n
progress and no evidence
may be lost. But who would
not send a police officer to
t h e scene quickly, with
regard to all the serious congestion this sort of incident
would cause?"
He said some controllers
had been getting round the
problem by giving some calls
a n 'immediate' rating but
telling the officers not to use
blues and two-tones, or by
classifying a job as routine
but asking the officers to get
there quickly.
continued on page 3
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Bosnia needs
Essex officers
review in Essex to see how it
can be improved.
A working group headed by
ACC(0) Geoffrey Markham,
which includes
police
representatives from rural
areas, community safety and
t h e Federation, i s due to
report to Policy Group in
September.
The reason for the review
is to address the needs of a
changing countryside, and is
not down to a need to cut
costs.
For example, some villages
without detached beats are
now larger than those which
have them, and how local or
district development plans
a r e put into practice may
f u r t h e r increase t h e s e
anomalies.
No recommendations have
yet been made, b u t t h e
principle of having a
recognised and known officer
policing a n identified
community will not be
altered.
Mr Markham added:
"Essex Police is committed to
rural policing. There will be
no withdrawal from t h e
countryside. I t remains
essential to r e a s s u r e t h e
rural community of our continuing support."

cycled away with the
winning certificate.
Each year there is a
national event encouraging people to use a
more natural way t o
travel. Colchester
Borough
Council
organised a subsidiary
event offering prizes
t o different sized
organisations in the
town taking part.
Colchester Police
won the category of
organisations w i t h
100 or more people
and w e r e awarded
first prize.
Almost 1 4 per cent
of the workforce pedalled for t h e prize
including Divisional
Commander
Supt
Julian Field, who can
often be seen cycling
for leisure around the
town.
Supt Field said: "It
was encouraging t o
see
so
many
Sgt Dave Merry and Pc Dave Jones pose on their pushbikes as p a r t i c i p a t i n g b u t I
would a l w a y s welpart of Colchester's Bike to Work Challenge.
come more."

THE International Police
Task Force is looking for UK
officers to join its operation
in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Thirty officers are required
to act as police monitors and
supervisors for 12 months.
Those selected are likely to
experience high levels of
stress and poor working and
social conditions.
Constables and sergeants
interested should have
sound investigative experience, be in good physical condition and have a t least
eight years service. They
should also be qualified to
drive four wheel drive vehicles.
The deadline is August 11.
Contact Denise Maynard at
HQ on ext 54151.

Praise after
' crash rescue
TWO Brentwood officers
have been praised for their
actions a t t h e scene of
accident.
Pc Paul McFadyen and DC
P a u l Kirk attended the
accident when a bus and car
collided. Smoke was coming
from the bonnet of the car
and two people were trapped
inside. The officers pulled
them free and gave first aid
until the ambulance and fire
brigade arrived.

Advice
on
equality
issues
i

YOUR Federation
in Essex has
recently set up a
small
working
group to look at
equal opportunity
issues and to be
available as advisers to Federation Industrial Tribunal,
members in equal- where appropriate.
ity issue matters.
The sub group
This can be anything
from use of the grievance
procedure
through to obtaining
legal advice from the
Federation solicitors
and taking matters to

cases from

group are: Alan Coley,
Mike Jones,
Southend; Sue Ke11y7
M o d ; Ken
Rayleigh;
Kate
Sale,
Headquarters; Alan Gooden,
Laindon Traffic; Lesley
Chilcott, Headquarters; Bert
Wallace, Southend and
Steve Humbles, Stansted

The members of the sub

They will be assisted a t
the present time by

work i n a similar way to
the l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d
Federation discipline sub
and members will

be

the

Federation Office a t

Police

Help in handling debtS
YOU'RE not alone. Every
year, on average 310,000
people are divorced, 27,000
people are made bankrupt,
400,000 people are in mortgage a r r e a r s a n d 43,000
homes are repossessed.
Federated Credit Limited
is a nationwide debt advisory service and, as a member
of t h e Money Advice
Association, offers assistance
to individuals a n d small
businesses experiencing debt
problems.
Contactable 24 hours a
day on its Helpline freephone number of 0800
716239, the team of trained

debt advisers at the central
administration centre are
cases, they will
You to
of
experkencing financial difficulties as the result of the
breakdown of a marriage or
relationship. Unfortunately,
t h e costs of divorce reach
further than the solicitor's
bill and the long
on the finances of both parties can be devastating. The

Subsistence dispute delay

Boosting the
number of
policies

following example is typical
of t h e types of problem
encountered every day.
Officer X
a pay cut
when he joined up and he
and his wife lived on credit
during his training. The
strain became too much and
the marriage broke down.
~ h divorce
,
resulted in the
officer going sick and debts
totalling about g 17,000.
Federated Credit Limited
negotiated a deal with the
creditors to accept 50 per
cent over five years in full
and
and the
Ofiicerpicked up the pieces.

FOR those of you who attended t h e Federation Open
Meeting in June, you will be aware that the Force was going
to ask for extra time to consider the letter it received from
Russell Jones L?z Walker.
I understand that legal advice is being sought in relation
to a response and an extension has been granted until
August 4 to furnish that response to our solicitors.
Until we receive the response, we do not know whether we
can reach agreement at an early stage or whether we need
to revert back to using the judiciary to enable us to resolve
the dispute. We will keep you informed of any decisions as
soon as possible by way o f a message switch.

FOR the first time, the
PMAS attended the Open
Meeting advertising what
is available within the
service. I have been concerned for some time as
to t h e low t a k e up i n
of policies with the
PMAS compared with
At just 41 Per cent
Essex is still well below
the national average of
60 Per cent in England
and Wales and 85 per
cent in Scotland.
The Joint Branch
PMAS at its next meeting
on September 8, which
will be looking at ways
the Federation can link
together to provide
presentations to officers
at 10 and 20
with regard to
planning for the future,
This isn't necessarily for
retirement, but children's
education, weddings, etc.
is hoped we will be
able to move forward in
some
for 1998 and officers will
be receivinginvitationsto
attend these presentations'

MIRAS down but not out
CHANCELLOR Gordon
Bmwn used his first Budget
to announce a reduction in
Mortgage Interest Relief a t
source
(MIRAS) saying
the
current rate of 15 per cent
would be reduced to 10 from
Apd 1998.
This means an increase in
repayments of about £10 per
month, based on c u r r e n t
interest rates. However,
rumour was rife t h a t h e
would use the opportunity to
abolish^^^^^ completely.

Also announced were
changes to Stamp Duty on
properties purchased a t over
£250,000. He said that properties between £250,000 and
E5007000
be charged
1.5 per cent Stamp Duty and
properties purchased over
£500,000 would have their's
doubled to two per cent.
If you wish to discuss the
implications on your martgage, please contact Louise
~ ~ i dyour
d ~ local
,
p ~ ~
Mortgage Support Officer on
0171 378 9160.

Pay rise of 3.5 agreed
THE Police Negotiating Board agreed to a pay rise for all
federated ranks of 3.5 per cent across the board. This has
now been ratified by the Home Secretary arid pay scales
should be published in due course.
The Federation Office will prepare up-dated pay scales,
table figures,
hOUflY
rawand new
be circulated to Federation Representatives and copies of
theae can be obtained from the Federation Office from the
begiuuing of September.
I
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toll rises
due to drink

rE,"Z::$Death
continued from page I

Sgt Starr said: "The new
high grade will not only
reduce the number of immediate response incidents but
also lessen the risks of injury
to others caused by the effort
to achieve the target times."
He added: "It must be
stressed that safetv" is paramount when attending any
incident a n d t h e r e is no
expectation or pressure upon
drivers to take unnecessary
risks to achieve a response
time, whether i t is for a n
immediate or high incident."
The initiative comes a t a
time when Kent Police is
launching a campaign to cut
the number of unnecessary
999 calls they receive, after
discovering 73 per cent of 999
calls are not emergencies.
The coastguard, fire and
ambulance services and Kent
County Council a r e also
involved i n t h e scheme,
which will r u n for around
six months from midSeptember. Burger chain
McDonalds will include educational messages on tray
inserts.
At t h e same time, Kent
Police have linked up with
Freepages to encourage members of the public to call the
free telephone service instead
of police if they just need
local information.
The latest review of the
Service Delivery Standard
relating to responses to calls
and correspondence refers to
the new response made.
Targets -for ;mmediate
responses - within 12 minutes in urban areas and 16
minutes in rural areas - were
met 90 per cent of the time,
t h e review continues. The
level of achievement for
meeting the target times for
routine and deferred responses was 95 per cent in both
cases.
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During the campaign, which ran
throughout last month, traffic officers asked 4,393 drivers to take a
breath test. Of these, 151 drivers
(3.4 per cent of those stopped)
proved positive or refused to take
the test. They will now be dealt with
in the courts.
Eleven people died as a result of
road crashes in the county during
the month and four of these lives
were lost in alcohol-related incidents. The death figure was almost
double the monthly average for the

fir t six months of 1997.
k r r e s t s during t h e campaign
included some high alcohol readings. A man arrested a t 9am was
almost four times over the alcohol
limit from drinking the night before.
Supt Doug Adams, the new head
of Essex Police Traffic Division,
said: "The seriousness of drink and
driving cannot be overstated. Four
lives have been wasted in July alone
because of this. The heartache and
trauma this causes friends and relatives left behind is considerable.
"I urge people who are contemplating drinking and driving to stop
and think of t h e possible consequences of their actions and not to
do it."

PRESS officer Alyson Mountney will
think twice about giving blood after
her last experience.
Trotting off to the training centre
to do her duty she came over faint
and some good Samaritans decided
to give her a lift back in the Blood

Transfusion van.
Unfortunately t h e van took a
wrong t u r n and Alyson, already
feeling dizzy, finished up doing a
circuit of ithe skid pan. By the time
she made it back to the office she
looked in need of a transfusion.

TRAFFIC Division's July
campaign against drinking
and driving coincided with a
black month on the roads of
Essex, writes Peter Laurie.

'G' Division gets tough
OFFICERS from Chelmsford
soaked up the atmosphere at
one of t h e town's bars literally.

I

Customers a t t h e Chicago
Rdck Cafe paid E2 for the privilege of throwing an ice bucket of
cold water over them.
D e t e c t i v e constables Carl
Oldfield, Richard Bailey, Sally

Brown and Gary Staff, FIO DC
M i c h a e l Barlow, Ds Geordie
Tyson and P c Claire D e ' a t h
helped to raise E204 which will
be donated to the Little Haven's
Children's Hospice.
Pictured is DC M i c h a e l
Barlow, one of seven officers who
agreed t o be drenched in t h e
name of charity.

'GET TOUGH' is the policy for the
summer months in 'G' division.
The holiday period always sees a
rise in incidents of public order,
particularly in the town centres of
Epping, Harlow and Brentwood on
Friday and Saturday evenings.
To combat the problems additional officers will be on duty a t peak
times and at identified hot spots to
instigate a new policy.

Not seen a s a form of zero
tolerance, i t concentrates on t h e
course of action after an arrest. The
new policy will see few instances of
public order offenders being
cautioned and more being charged
and put before a court.
Once charged, the officers will, on
every occasion, consider conditions
of bail such a s curfews and
exclusion from licensed premises.

Deputy retires after 36 years
ASSISTANT
Chief
Constable (Designate)
J i m Dickinson n e v e r
made a conscious decision to become a police
officer. Having grown
u p i n a police household, it was a n a t u r a l
progression.
Now, a s he prepares to
retire on August 31 after
36 years, it is difficult to
imagine him bowing out of
police life for good. Of
course, h e h a s no intention of doing so.

Promoted
Mr Dickinson (54) joined
the former Southend-on-Sea
Borough Constabulary in
1961, and has lived in the
Southend area ever since. He
served in uniform and CID
posts before being promoted
to DJSupt. in 1979.
He became head of CID at
Essex Police in 1984, attending t h e Senior Command
Course a t t h e Police Staff
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College in Bramshill the following year. In 1987 he was
appointed Assistant Chief
Constable (Operations),
becoming Deputy Chief
Constable in 1994.
A graduate of the Royal
College of Defence Studies,
he was seconded to Her
Majesty's Inspectorate of
Constabulary (Crime and
Technology) i n December
1989. He became Deputy
Commandant of the Police
Staff College in March 1992.
But one of the main aspects
of his police work has been
his involvement in looking at
the ways major crimes are
investigated, most recently
with Operation Enigma,
which he will continue to
support after his retirement.
I n 1982 he became
D/Ch/Supt a s head of t h e
Police Research and Services
U n i t Crime Group a t t h e
Home OEce, involved in the
project set up to look at the
running of incident rooms following t h e Byford inquiry
into t h e handling of t h e

Yorkshire Ripper investigation.
As a result of this, procedures were standardised and
HOLMES was set up.
"Because of the opportunities I've had, I've been privileged to be involved in new
developments in relation to
major crime investigations,
which includes supporting
the training of senior investigating officers at the Police
Staff College for the past 10n
years. This has resulted in
t h e work currently being
done
with
Operation
Enigma," he said.

Consultancy
"The result of t h i s work
will help support the development of t h e serious crime
bureau at the National Crime
Faculty."
"I'm not totally retiring. I
will be undertaking a consultancy t h a t will keep me
linked to policing, and in the
very short term I will still be
involved i n work a t t h e
National Crime Faculty,
relating to
Operation

Mr Jim Dickinson
Enigma."
Mr Dickinson also intends
to spend more time with wife
Doreen, daughters Dawn,
Tina and Rachel, and his two
grandchildren. He is looking
forward to pursuing his interests of walking and travelling, and to reading a novel
for the first time in years.
And in November, he hopes
to take part in a charity convoy to Algeria in support of
the Saharawans, a displaced
people forced out of their own

country by war and now
living in tent cities.
Looking back over his
career, Mr Dickinson said:
"In many ways i t seems
incredible to have packed so
much into 36 years.
"It seems an old cliche, but
I consider myself to have
been privileged to serve the
people of Essex and to have
worked with my colleagues in
Essex Police.
"I appreciate all the support that's been given to me
personally by so many people
over the years, and it wouldn't be without a considerable
tinge of sadness that while I
look forward to other opportunities, I leave Essex Police.
"I have been very fortunate
having a family who have
supported me over the years
and allowed me to gain so
much enjoyment from such a
full career.
"I wish everyone in Essex
Police every success' for the
future a s they continue to
provide what I consider to be
a n excellent service to the
community."

Teenage trip
to Africa
A SOUTH Ockendon
sergeant has swapped his
home comforts to take a
party of teenagers to
Africa.
Graham Freeman, who
is involved in youth work
at
the
Thurrock
Christian Fellowship, is
helping to r u n a t h r e e
week project in Uganda.
The 16 teenagers will
be building a playground
for children in the village
of Bweyogerere, which is
so small it's not on any
map. The nearest area of
civilisation - where there
are cars and electricity
supplies - is Kampala.
"The church already
has a centre established
out there with a clinic,
hospital and trade school,
but there is nothing out
t h e r e for youngsters,"
said Graham.
Schools i n Thurrock
have helped raise money
for the project, while the
dedicated teenagers have
paid for their own flights
and keep. They will also
help in the village's clinic
and orphanage.
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Don't belittle dedication
I SHOULD think the "young police
officers" can do without the advice of ex
officer Doug Richards. I am sure they
were well aware of what they were taking on when attempting to break up the
street fight.
What they did required courage and
should be highly commended.
We, the public, are often criticised for
not intervening when someone is in
need of help, so why attempt to belittle
the actions of these police officers who

were, after all, on duty, albeit in plain
clothes.
Look on the other side of the coin. If
the officers had simply sat back in their
car and looked on they would have been
subject to much adverse comment if
someone had been killed during the
fighting.
We should consider ourselves fortunate that we have courageous and dedicated people in our police force.
G.D. Harnett, Clacton

"MR C" the "tattooed man" (real
name John Henry Cole) was hunted in 1947 on suspicion of murder
and attacks on women (one in
Chelmsford. The hunt was led by
ChIInsp Robert Fabian and D1
William Draper.
"Mr C" was eventually caught
in London and tried at Greenwich
Magistrates' Court. The story was
headline news.
Does anyone remember t h e

case, or perhaps you were actively
involved in the hunt? What about
Bob Fabian - did anyone know
him or serve under him?
If so, I'm working for the BBC
Radio 4 programme On This Day
and want to hear from you as soon
as possible. I can be contacted at
the BBC in Manchester on 0161
244 4262 .
Sinead Wheeler
BBC

Equality should
apply to us all
Sincere thanks
MY family and I would like
to say a sincere thank you for
the many letters and cards of
condolence and donations
received after the death of a
very dear husband and
father, John, on June 28.
The police representation
and the attendance of so
many of his ex-colleagues at
the funeral service was truly
appreciated.
I hope I was able to speak
with you all.
Mrs Marjorie Powell
Wivenhoe

I HAVE been
retired since 1988
and enjoy keeping in touch with
former colleagues
via The Law.
Until now, I have
never been c o n s t r a i n e d
to write, a l t h o u g h there
have been many issues
which I could have
taken up.

Over several months
The Law h a s s e e m e d t o
p o r t r a y E s s e x Police as
being more forward looking, caring towards i t s
serving members and,
more recently, a provider
of equal opportunities for

all.
I must strongly dispute
this, i n particular, equal
opportunities. I know that
some will disagree and that
various arguments could be
presented against what I

have to say, but I do feel that
opportunities are far from
equal, particularly i n t h e
area of retirement.
If, a s a constable or
sergeant one considers the
pay and pension that one will
receive after 30 years service,
compared with the possibilities of those of higher ranks,
who can serve up to 60 and in
some cases 65 years. Can this
be called equal?
I appreciate t h a t some
officers would choose to leave
a t 30 years and others may

RECENTLY I was passed the
May edition of your excellent
newspaper by a colleague of
mine.
On reading through t h e
publication I came across an
article written by Gordon
Oakley who speaks of all the
'old days' in Romford and in
particular refers to another
stalwart of those days, namely Jack Draper. Both are very
well known to me and also
mv work
Stan
wiltshire.
Both of us served in the old
Romford Division of t h e
Essex County Constabulary.
I was stationed a t Romford
and Collier Row, my collar
number being, 1241. On
joining in J a n u a r y 1953 i t

I READ t h e article in the
Jlily issue of The Law "Change of command" - dare
I say with some amusement.
(What a list!)
I had the vision of someone
in the Chiefs office with a
pack of cards, upon each card
a portrait of a superintendent, and, after giving the
cards a good shuffle, going
through a procedure similar
to the draw for the FA Cup.
Like t h e l a t t e r i t could
become an annual event with
a lottery - guess who is going
where?
Had I qualified I guess I
would be going to Siberia.
Jack Faulkner
Southend

was 241.
My
colleague,
Alan
Wiltshire bore t h e collar
number 601. Both of us
transferred
to
the
~
~
t
~police
~ on~~ ~~
1, 19& from which we h&,e
both now retired.
The last time I saw Gordon
was in 1982 when I was on
duty outside Buckingham
Palace. I haven't seen Jack
for many years. I
like
to make the acquaintance of
both of t h e m again. My
telephone number is 01708
727220 and my buisness
telephone number is 01708
772682.
Mr AM. Cook
Collier Row

1Vlemorabilia appeal

Sales booming

sold 130.

be discounted, after all thousands of people work until
the are 65 years of age, many
performing heavy manual
work.
Is it now time that police
regulations were changed
and that equal opportunities
were provided for all, not just
for those who chose to rise up
the rank structure, with its
added financial benefits,
thoughout their working lives
and in retirement.
G.M. Richmond
Maldon

Heunite with
KornIord boys

Senior shuffle

THANK you for your entry in
the July edition of The Law
in relation to my booklet The
Memoires of a n Ordinary
Man. I have received orders
directly as a result of readers
seeing this entry.
I also had a fruitful visit to
the Garden Party in terms of
sales.

not be fit to serve longer.
Nevertheless there are some
who could and would serve
until the age of proper retirement, and relish t h e
prospect.
They would then be in a
position, not only to enhance
their pay, but also their pension prospects.
The service itself would
also gain with their added
experience and expertise.
The argument that age and
illness would prevent this is
of course a fallacy and should

Ideal medium for crime statistics?
MANY thanks for providing me with the July
issue of The Law crammed full with all sorts
of information.
The 'in house' items are of particular interest
to the public since they provide an invaluable
insight into how the Force works.
From time to time several members of my
ward have mentioned to me that they would

like to see crime statistics more widely
published, for instance, area, type of crime,
number of crime, percentage detected,
convictions etc.
I think The Law would be an ideal medium
for this informationto be disseminated.
Cllr John Hughes
St James Ward, Tendring

I AM a police memorabilia
collector, and very interested
in police shirt patches and
business cards from t h e
United States and the UK.
If there's anyone out there
who can help me I would like
to hear from you.
Please write to me a t 7
Trevalga Way, Grove Hill
West, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts HP2 6NW. Tel: 01442
60507.

Mr T.R. Oliver
Hemel Hempstead
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Chief
unveils

Benefiting from
ill gotten gains
l
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I N A u g u s t LAST YEAR
E P I C S w e n t live i n
Basildon in a three month
trial and jet skis and bicycles became familiar sights
a m m g officers in Rayleigh.

1OYEARSAGO

THE
new
Motorola
CHIEF Constable John
personal radios began to be
Burrow achieved a first
issued to divisions.
when he officially opened
that divisions and the Drug Trafiicking
Police can now
by Kim White
the new E4m Force
15YEARS AGO
Unit work together. The unit aims to
Information Room at HQ 'benefit from the ill gotservice divisions with expertise in finan- THE n e w Crown C o u r t
last month.
information about criminal proceeds and cial investigations but clearly need to be
ten gains
of criminals.
buildings i n Chelmsford
Pulling the cord to
to find a s s e t s against which a made aware of potential defendants.
Many drug dealers over the Confiscation Order can be made on
unveil a commemorative
In turn, officers on division will bene- were officially opened by
plaque, Mr Burrow con- last 10 years have been forced, conviction.
fit from the proceeds. Other items pur- Lord Lane and new 'NATO
fessed: "I've never done by the courts, to forfeit their proDs Mark Hughes, who heads the HQ chased fi-om the funds include a car to style' V-neck jumpers went
that before!"
unit, said: "'Real property', like houses Southend CID, a v a n to t h e Drug on trial in the county.
ceeds
u
n
d
e
r
t
h
e
Drug
Guests at the ceremony
and contents of bank accounts can't be Education Unit, £2,000 each year
20 YEARS AGO
included High Sheriff of Trafficking Act 1986, but a more forfeited. We can, however, restrain
towards Teenex - a drugs education proEssex, Mr Robert Erith, recent Parliamentary law, the these items. The court can then make a
SIR J o h n Nightingale
chairman of Essex Police Proceeds of Crime Act 1995, has financial penalty whereby the defendant ject, a video system to Basildon, a alinounced t h a t h e would
mobile
phone
to
Rayleigh,
door
opening
Authority, Mr Anthony extended the procedure to any has to sell the 'property' or find the
equipment and search kits to various b e r e t i r i n g a s Chief
Peel and regional HM;
money from elsewhere. The idea is to
Constable next year.
divisions.
I
Inspector
of other criminal activity.
force him to lose his assets."
Ds Hughes said: "There has been a
The 1976 road accident
T h e s y s t e m is h a n d l e d t h r o u g h
Constabulary, Mr Peter
The majority of the money gained this
Winship.
t h e H e a d q u a r t e r s b a s e d D r u g way goes to central funds, but Essex period of development since 1986. Now figures were released showwe have settled the future is very bright ing t h a t 6,634 people had
They were welcomed by T r a f f i c k i n g
and
F i n a n c i a l Police receives a percentage.
ACC (Support) Charles Investigation Unit, which, just l a s t
Nearly 400 jobs went through the unit because both Acts are in place and we, died on t h e county's roads
Clark, chairman of the
and the courts, have been working ' long
year, m a n a g e d t o swell t h e E s s e x last year, the largest one gained the
that year.
FIR Project Board, who
enough with it to get used to it.
Force
£9,800
from
just
one
drug
dealer.
Police
funds
by
about
£60,000.
l
1
Detectives investigating
thanked all those who had
"There is something particularly satisWith the latest Act there is a miniThey currently have a civilian clerk in
t
h
e m u r d e r of P i t s e a
worked on the scheme.
mum the criminal must have benifited fying about taking money and cars lfiAm
Tours of the new her third year with the service, totally from his crime. This is currently druggies and criminals and using he b a r m a i d J o a n S m i t h
communications centre financed by t h e forfeited assets of £10,000 and can be the result of a num- items to finance Essex Police. They deal collected £130 to sent her
followed the opening criminals.
in crime and drugs to make money, so five c h i l d r e n a w a y o n
Both Acts place a responsibility on ber of crimes over several years.
ceremony.
For the system to work it is essential why not take it off them?"
holiday.
Essex
Police
to
provide
the
courts
with
In a special booklet produced & mark the offi-cial
opening, Mr Burrow said
the new building will fulfil force requirements for
CRIMESTOPPERS has received a massive boost NEW guidelines brought in to tighten up the detections was a result of a new prison visit
communications into the
from Rotary International - which has adopted the prison visit system is believed responsible for policy.
new millennium.
a fall in t h e number of secondary house
The guidelines are geared to ensure that
charity as one of its special projects for 1997198.
"I would like to take this
burglary detections.
consistency
and integrity are maintained
Crimestoppers
is
the
only
charity
which
enables
opportunity to thank all
During the year ending on March 31 there during dealings with
prisoners.
people to help the police to solve crime, working as
the staff who have shown
were 8,122 domestic burglaries, an increase of
However,
as
a
result,
many
prisoners now
patience during the
a partnership between the local community, busi- 3.6 per cent on the previous year. A
to be interviewed or to admit offences.
course of a long-awaited
nesses, the media and the police. It's estimated
were detected, representing a
move. The new Force
He added that the rise in primary detections
that information given to Crimestoppers leads to detection rate of 24 per cent
to 31
Information Room i s a
may
be due to more offences being taken into
around a dozen arrests every day.
per cent per cent the previous year.
building for the future."
The scheme i s financed totally through
although secondary detections have consideration.
fundraising - now that work will be boosted signifi- dropped, primary detections have improved,
Although the review concludes that burglary
cantly by the support of the country's 63,000 according to the annual review of the Service victims are satisfied with the police action in
Rotarians.
Delivery Standard dealing with burglaries of most areas, it highlights a need for officers to
Already, close links are being forged between the homes.
adopt a caring attitude towards them and to
Crimestoppers Regions and their local Rotary
Detective Inspector Dave Brew of Crime keep them informed of the progress of the
clubs.
Support Division said the fall in secondary investigation.

ESSEX

P

Rotary back crime charity Prison policy linked to burglary detections
v

Deadline for
awards is
looming

THE search for the most outs t a n d i n g Neighbourhood
Watch scheme in the country
is on - with the launch of this
year's Neighbourhood Watch
Awards.
The scheme, organised by
the National Neighbournood
Watch Association and sponsored by General Accident,
aims to recognise t h e
outstanding contributions
made by projects or members
in their communities.
The awards will be
presented on a regional basis
- with t h e winners going
through to e n t e r for t h e
overall national award.
The judges are looking for
sustained and effective work
within Neighbourhood Watch
and how t h e e n t r y has
connected the community.
Imaginative and unusual
schemes involving all age
groups a r e particularly
welcome.
The closing date for entries
i s September 15. For a n
application form, please contact t h e National NHW
Association on 0171 772

v

i

l

I/Brian is up to his knees in comical captions 1
"MOST people buy their
fish in pet shops Brian."
This was just one of the
captions suggested when
scenes of crime officers
caught Pc Brian Owen on
camera up to his knees in
water in Colchester's
Castle Park.
Most of the other captions were rib-tickling but
unfortunately unprintable.
In fact, Pc Owen was
searching for a mobile
phone thrown into the lake
by a group of people suspected of burglary.
The other arresting officer, Pc Ashley Brewster
had the right idea and
stayed on dry land.
At least they found the
phone!

6
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a t Clacton when h e came across a

faced with a bigger dilemma involving t h e tractor and trailer, which

g this and said: "Well, first
ood clean up," but he said:
ne."
he time came for him to be
ing them and merely comlble they were!
ill wind that blows no-one

Naturally I was to be on night duty. The duty

which I was to share with my opposite numbers
on late and early turn.
There were also instructions that when coming to work in uniform it was not permitted to
disguise the fact that I was a police officer by
covering i t with a civvy jacket. Finally h e
advised that sandwiches brought for refreshm e n t b r e a k , a n d k e p t i n t h e locker u n t i l
required, should be in a tin box. I was soon to
regret ignoring this advice.

break time. Opening the locker I found out the

rge Raven, ex. Supt. (Col

works in the Coroner's office
a t Rochford, was known for
playing practical jokes on

me.
"As I reached the corridor leading
to t h e t h e a t r e , I was confronted

ly move it now or I will have to take
further action.'
"I beat a hasty retreat, cursing

while a Neighbourhood Beat
Officer, the tables were dramatically turned on him.
Following a complaint about
the number of cars parked on
the footpath outside the Focus
Youth Centre he went to investigate, and found some of the
cars were blocking the footpath.
Realising they needed to be
moved, Alan went into the youth
centre and spoke to the warden,
who said activities were taking
place, explaining why there were
so many cars outside. She added
that Alan would have to visit various parts of the centre to speak to
the drivers - including the theatre
on the top floor where he was led to
believe the Southend Shakespeare

open.
"I came across a couple of young
men who seemed familiar with the
building, and asked if they could
direct me to t h e t h e door leading
into the theatre. They indicated a
door, saying words to the effect of:
You should be all right if you go in
there, mate.' So I did.
'You can imagine my horror when
I found that this door had led me
onto the stage of the theatre, which
was in darkness apart from a few
dim stage lights and Shakespearian
actors, performing the scene of the
death of Henry V, to a n almost full
audience. And I had just appeared
on stage, dressed i n full 2 0 t h
Century constable's uniform.
"The performers were stunned

'You see, it wasn't a rehearsal a t
all. It was the first night of the full
blown performance, in front of a n
audience which just happened to
include t h e theatre critic for t h e
local Evening Echo newspaper.
"I made my way down to t h e
street, where I was followed by various car owners, including some still
dressed i n t h e i r S h a k e s p e a r i a n
garb, who very quickly moved their
cars before returning to the theatre.
"I satisfied myself that the pavement was now clear, but decided
not to hang around any longer and
beat a hasty retreat, in the belief
that I had done my duty, as it were.
It was only when I read the front
page of t h e Evening Echo t h a t I
realised the full impact.
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Bravery award
The courageous actions of
a lorry driver at tfie scene
of a road accident have
been rewarded at a special annual presentation.
In March last year, in
thick freezing fog, there
was a serious collision on
the All spur of the M 1 1
motorway near Saffron
Walden. One man died and
several others were
injtn'ed.
The vehicles involved
had blocked the road and
others were crashing into
the debris.
Norfolk lorry driver
Stephen Allen, an innocent party in the original

Special savings plans
EVERY year, when police
officers receive their cost of
living pay rise, thousands
and thousands of them take
out another PMAS savings
plan. They know that it is a
simple way to help them plan
for the future.
Are you planning your
future? Are you taking
advantage of the unique benefits the Police Mutual offers
its 140,000 plus members?
You sould be, if you are a
serving or retired police offiCh/lnsp Mick Thwaites praised Stephen Allen for
cer, t h e i r spouse or a d u l t
child, or a member of t h e his bravery. Mr Allen is pictured here with his proud
Police Mutual members know family and
Sgt Mark Harmen.
that PMAS policies give them
consistently competitive
returns, high guarantees, low
M a k eold
s- and
u rand
e peace
y oSilver
u oof~ mind
epack.
nyou
special
expenses
In addition to details on the
Gold and Silver savings plan
it contains your complimentary PMAS wallet calendar.
For further details, contact

crash, ran down the hard
shoulder for a mile, waving to the raffic to warn
them of the danger ahead.
In a special ceremony
M r Allen received the
Giancarlo Tofi certficate,
awarded by the Samaritan
Committee of Petrignano
Di Assisi, Itaty.
Traffic Chief Inspector,
Mick Thwaites, said: "To
leave his vehicle and run
down a live carriageway,
warning cars appearing at
speed out of the fog, in
visibility as low as 40
yards, took great bravery,
which is recognised by
this award."

Burns camp
AN Essex officer and a
support staff member are
among 12 volunteers
r u n n i n g a camp this
week for children who
have suffered serious
bums.
Pc Graham Bloomfield,
from the Force Support
Unit, and Nikki Shaw,
from IT Systems Support,
a r e helping out a t the
activity camp for around
40 children, at Graffham
Water, Huntingdon.
The a n n u a l camp, to
help the children come to
terms with their injuries,
is also staffed by nurses
from the Billericay Burns
U n i t a n d i s funded by
charity.

Cutting down on
a thief chances

~ f f i c ePMAS
r , o r c a lAuthorised
lthe~oldand
your
Silver Helpline on 01543
414191.
The PMAS is an incorporated
Mendly society regulated
bithe personnel
Investment Authority.

Feature by Peter Laurie
law-abiding public how to improve
the odds in their favour against the
burglar and thief.
A walk through any neighbourhood shows how much work there is
to be done, says Colchester-based PC
Mark Harvey, one of Essex Police's
19 divisional crime prevention
officers.
He knows from experience t h a t
there a r e still people who think
nothing of going out and leaving
windows open or leaving t h e i r
parked car unlocked. Some of them
have already suffered at the hands
of the criminal, but seem to be none
the wiser.
"Many people would not have
become victims of crime if they had
taken reasonable precautions," he
says. "And that doesn't mean making your house a fortress."
It was his desire to make people
see the light in this context t h a t
attracted him to become a crime prevention officer seven years ago. This
meant introductory training on a
four-week Home Office course. His

Double
trouble
SARAH March, from the
Headquarters IT Service
Desk, loved doing a
charity parachute jump so
much she is planning to
do another one this
weekend.
Sarah will be going to
the
Peterborough
Parachute Centre to
support her colleague Jan
Painter, who was unable
to jump last weekend
because
of weather
conditions.
Between them, they
hope to raise about £450
for Cancer Research. "I'm
a bit of a sucker for
punishment,"said Sarah.

previous 10 years' service included
working as a neighbourhood beat
officer on t h e testing s t r e e t s of
Colchester's Greenstead Estate.
Although Essex Police crime prevention officers follow the forcewide
community safety strategy, their
daily routine is divisional. They are
part of the divisional crime manager's team, alongside the field and
local intelligence officers and the
Crime Desk.
To s h a r e ideas a n d monitor
progress, there are regular conferences which bring Essex crime prevention officers together.
The work includes giving advice
on crime prevention techniques to
householders and businesses, promoting community-police links
through Neighbourhood Watch and
similar schemes and offering guidance by talking to groups.
It is not uncommon for crime prevention officers to offer another specialist skill. Mark Harvey7s is his
training in search technique, which
means he can be called in to provide

support for an investigation.
He stresses the importance of his
presentations to groups putting
crime into perspective. His audience
(male or female) is far more likely to
become the victim of the burglar or
car thief than suffer from violence
a n d should t a k e precautions
accordingly.
One of those precautions is the
household burglar alarm. "I can
almost guarantee that a house with
an alarm won't get burgled," he says.
But he admits he knows of police
officers with a bias against alarms
because of the nuisance and waste of
time an accidental alert causes.
The single most satisfying aspect
of PC Hanrey's job is the Colchester
Christmas Cracker crime prevention
campaign, which he helped to
launch. This awareness scheme in
t h e town centre has established
itself a s a shining example of cooperation between the police,
traders, the borough council and the
local media and has steadily reduced
crime during the Christmas season.
But he admits there is a downside
to the job: "Seeing people who take
the attitude Whatever I do they'll
get in, so why bother?"

Look after your bones and they'll last a lifetime
THE bones of the skeleton
a r e alive a n d constantly
changing. A
skeleton renews itself every two
years, a n adults every
seven to 10 years.
Once the bones have
stopped growing in length at
the age of 16 to 18 years they
continue to increase in density, After the age of 35 they
begin to deteriorate.
The basic structure of
bones does not change with
age but their density and
strength is reduced. hi^ is
part of the natural ageing
process, but in some men
and many women far too

much bone is lost.
The Skeleton becomes so
fragile that parts of it are
liable to break very easily.
This condition is known as
osteoporosis.

Symptoms
YOUcannot see your bones
without the help of an x-ray
machine, as a result sufferers may not know that they
have osteoporosis until they
break a bone in a minor
bump or fall. Other symptoms include height loss,
curving of the spine and
acute and unexplained back
pain.
Osteoporosis affects 1 in 3

women and 1 in 12 men in
the UK. In most women it is
caused by a lack of oestrogen, the female sex hormone
which protects both the
heart and bones.
After the menopause the
ovaries produce less oestrogen so bone loss increases.
Hysterectomy patients often
suffer with low oestrogen
production. In men osteoporosis is sometimes due to a
lack of the male sex hormone
testosterone.
Other factors which

increase the risk of osteoporosis a r e over-dieting,
over-exercising or anything
that causes periods to stop,
long term use or high doses
of corticosteroids, family histor^ of osteo~orosisor
smoking and drinking.

Half an hour of exercise
three times a week helps
maintain bone density.
Bones need calcium and
Vitamin D. Calcium provides strength and rigidity to
the bones and can be found
in low fat milk, cheese,

Prevention

yoghurt, green leafy vegetables, nuts and soya curd.
Smoking and heavy drinking are bad for bone health
and should be avoided.
All women approaching
the menopause should find
out from the General
Practitioners about Hormone
Replacement Therapy and
whether it is right for them.

There are four important
steps
to
preventing
o s t e o p o r o s i ~ - exercise,
healthy eating, healthy
lifestyle . and hormone
replacement therapy.
tennis and
fit' are all good exercises to
keep bones fit and
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Book Choice
Fred Feather reviews
Shot In The Tower by
Leonard Sellers (Lee
Cooper, £18.95)
ONE colleague has not
been retired from his
previous occupation
as
control
room
sergeant at Southend
too long.
Here Leonard Sellers
t a k e s on t h e a c a d e m i c s
again with Shot I n The
Tower.
The first reaction to this
fascinating account of t h e
spies who were executed in
the Tower of London during
the First World War is likely
to be one of amazement a t
their ineptitude. Not one of
them seems to have had any
proper training or any idea of
how to set about the job.
This, of course, raises the
intriguing question: hc?
many others were there who
did know what they were up
to and managed to escape
detection? But the answer to
that we will never know.
There must be many a professor at Oxbridge who envies
Len his publishing schedule.
With three hardback books in
two years, he must now rank
among t h e heavyweight
authors of our service.
"The Story of the Spies executed in the Tower of London
during the First World War."
In general, the story of each
man (and they were all men)
fills a chapter.
There is no doubt about the
ending of each episode, as you
know that before you start. It
is the way they were detected
that had the most to offer me.
The 11 spies seemed a fairly predictable lot as Len has
dutifully recorded. There was
no James Bond syndrome to
report.
However, each one now has
had his day and his story is
known.
It does seem a shame they
all had to be executed snd it
cannot have been a duty that
t h e 3rd battalion Scots
Guards relished.
Len has created a niche for
himself, bringing to our notice
the brief lives of some unfortunates previously considered
undefendable.

New a ~ ~ r o a c
toh
ESSEX Police's positive approach to tackling the problem of
domestic violence appears to be working, according to the
annual review of the Service Delivery Standard looking at the
response to victims.
-

-

In t h e vear ur, t o bailing offenders with condi- and was followed by former
to protect their victims. US Police Lieutenant Glenna
March 31 decreaLe in tions
The results of a survey of vic- Trout, a domestic violence
the number of incidents tims shows 81% were satis- intervention specialist now
coincided
w i t h a n fied with the service police living in Suffolk. High Sheriff
provided in dealing with an
i n c r e a s e in the number incident.
of Essex Robert Erith was
o f p e o p l e arrested for
Also highlighted i n t h e among the visitors.
Stuart Connal, a local solicreport is the good working
d o m e s t i c violence.
The number of reported
i n c i d e n t s fell b y 872 o n
t h e previous year t o
10,239 - a decrease of 8%.
Arrests, which have consistently increased during the
past four years, numbered
1,846 - an increase of 31% on
the previous year.
The review concludes that
t h e rise in t h e number of
arrests reflects the positive
action taken. for example

relationship between Essex
Police a n d other support
agencies. The county's first
Domestic Violence Forum
was recently held i n
Colchester.
Attended by 85 representatives from t h e Police and
s t a t u t o r y and voluntary
agencies, the event was so
popular a further 30 people
could not be accommodated.
Chief Constable J o h n
Burrow opened the Forum,

itor who deals with family
law and a member of t h e
Colchester Domestic Violence
Forum, reviewed legislation
due to come into force i n
October. Principal Crown
Prosecutor Paula Abrahams
explained CPS domestic violence prosecution policy.
Phillipa Chipping, managing director of domestic violence intervention project
London Charity, explained
her agency
with
perpetrators
them the

Principal Crown Prosecutor Paula Abrahams, Chief
Constable John Burrow, solicitor Stuart Connal and
intervention specialist Glenna Trout.
effect of their behaviour on
their partners. Consultant
child adolescent psychiatrist
Dr Anjum Bashir brought
into perspective the effect of
domestic violence on children.
The video A Cry for Help,
the Tracey Thurman story,
was shown.
Theatrical group Theatre
Active acted out domestic violence situations, stopping

THE pain and fear caused by stalkers can
now be addressed by t h e Protection from
H a r a s s m e n t Act 1997, more commonly
known a s the 'Stalkers Act'.
Guidance on how to use this important
piece of legislation can be found i n Issue
32/97 of Policy Guidelines.
Other news in the guidelines includes the
F i r e a r m s ( A m e n d e m e n t ) Act 1 9 9 7 Government 'Buy in Scheme' which outlines the surrender scheme for handguns
and ammunition. (31197).
Advice on how to deal with individuals
subject to immigration control, what to do
if you are planning to visit a prison inmate
and what to-do in the event of a cycle race
on a public highway are all in Issue 31/97.
Issue 33/97 details new legislation per-

'm

when the tension was a t its
height, t h e n splitting t h e
audience into groups to
decide how the script should
proceed.
This was followed by a presentation by a victim of
domestic violence.
Delegates paid to attend
and the surpius will help to
finance t h e Colchester
Women's Refuge.

taining to the transportation of animals. It
also gives a n outline of a new project set up
by the NCPCC known as the Child Witness
Support Project. I t aims to prepare and
support young children and young people
i n Essex who may be called to give evidence i n c r i m i n a l proceedings a t
Chelmsford and Basildon Crown Courts.
Child Abduction packs are now available
from all Child Protection offices and should
be supplied to any parent or person who
feels a child i s a t risk. Details in Issue
33/97.
In Issue 34/97 the Dangerous Dogs Act of
1991 has been amended. There are now different court powers relating to the destruction and control of animals and also t h e
sentencing of defendants.

'"*
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I REGRET that your committee decided t h a t t h e preChristmas get together could
not be held this year.

Coach Trip
I am running a cross channel coach t r i p via t h e
Channel Tunnel on Tuesday
October 7, departing from
Chelmsford a t 8.30am and
visiting duty free a t
Folkestone prior to departure
to France. In France we shall
spend time a t Cite Europe
and then travel to Boulogne.
The cost of the trip will be
£7 per person and a full
passport is required. If
you're interested ring me on
01245 353541.

MUSEUM curator Fred
Feather will be working
part-time o n l y from
September 2.
A full-time public relations
post has been created and
the civilian oEcer will be in
post from September - details
to be announced later.
DlSupt Steve Reynolds,
formerly crime manager a t
Southend, and DlSupt Jim
Noakes, previously based
with CID Ops Support
Services, have become the
two new Senior Investigating
Officers for Essex Police.
DISupt Reynolds will
provide support to Braintree,
Tendring and Colchester
divisions, and is also responsible for crime management
and investigative procedures
in the county.

Public relations post
DISupt Noakes will have
additional county responsibilities for technology and scientific service provision, and
will support Basildon,
Thurrock, Rayleigh and
Stansted divisions.
DC1 Mick Payne, formerly crime manager a t
Braintree, h a s moved to
Crime Support Intelligence.
His successor at Braintree is
DC1 David Bailey, who has
been promoted from D1 a t
CID Ops Crime Operations.
D1 Malcolm Oakey has
become the new head of FIB,
taking over from retired D1
Ken Luxford.

RETIREMENTS
THREE officers with more
t h a n 63 years' service
between them have retired.
They are Pc Robin Saxby,
formerly of Witham; P c
Norman Lipton, of Laindon
Traffic; and P c Robert
Siggery, former N B 0 for
Clacton.
Three other officers retiring are Insp Richard Bird
of Chelmsford, after 29 years;
Pc Peter Gibbs of HQ CID
Operations, after 19 years;
and P c J o h n Seavers of
Basildon, after 28 years.
Margaret Skinner, canteen assistant at Chelmsford,

has retired after more than
14 years. She will be remembered for referring to all customers as "John" regardless
of gender, age or rank.
OBITUARIES
MRS Barbara Jenkins, a
clerical assistant with HQ
vehicle fleet, has died from a
sudden illness a t the age of
48. Mrs Jenkins, who lived in
Witham, had been based
with vehicle fleet for 10
years.
Former Sgt John Powell,
of Wivenhoe, has died at the
age of 68. He served from
1949 to 1978 in the Port of
London Authority, South

Benfleet,
Brentwood,
Wickford and Colchester.
Retired
Pc
John
Johnson, of Boreham, has
died a t t h e age of 54. He
served a t South Ockendon,
Harlow, Ongar and Epping
until his retirement five
years ago.
The funeral of retired Pc
Patrick McNally, who died
aged 84, has taken place in
the Phillipines. Mr McNally
served from 1938 to 1963 at
Romford, High Roding,
Stanford Rivers, Brentwood,
South Benfleet, Hadleigh and
Harlow.

Tow Bar, MOT to May 1998,
TAX to April 1998, Good
Condition. S a r a h Hayton
Ext 54054 or 01245 357524
or 0836 682981.
FOSTEX 4 track home
recording porta studio plus
Alesis Reverb Unit, £ 180,
Rob Dix, Saffron Walden Ext
65835or01279812360.
GAME BOY complete with
five games, magnifying
screen and carrying case,
cost over £200, excellence
condition £55.
Mike
Beaveridge Ext 51006 or
01702 529985.
GREY Velour two seater sofa
and chair, very good condition,
£175,
Jane
Phimister/Chris Bramhill,
01268 533101.
HIGHLAND Holidays, bed
and breakfast and evening
meal i n t h e beautiful
Highlands of Scotland, ensuite, shooting, fishing,walking, skiing, bird watching,
many other pursuits or just
relax in the comfort of our
Austrian Style home set in
it's own grounds. A 20% discount for all Essex Police personnel past and present,
Andrew Nunn ex Chelmsford
Traffic 01479 841717.
MGB Roadster, 1973, Teal

Blue, not driven for four
years, offers J i m Higgins,
Driving School Ext 53635.
NISSAN Micra 1 Litre 16v
sun roof, stereo, light metallic green, special edition 96 P
Reg 19,000 miles, £6,200,
Bargain, Colin Reynolds
01245 442818.
PSION 512k pocket computer, build in work processor,
database agenda, spreadsheet, all connections, cables,
spare SSD drives, inc carrying case £275 ono, Gary
Coxhead 01206 866199.
PSION series, 3 spread
sheet program disk - boxed
Excel compatible, £8, CIInsp
S Currell Ext 51012.
REFRIDGERATOR, white
with grey trim, £25, Sue Ext
58635.
ROVER Metro GTI 16V L
Reg, 21000, white, excellent
condition, MOT, 3 door sun
roof, £3,500, Fred Simpkins,
Leigh Ext 37435 or 01268
795070.
SMITH Corona XL2800 electronic typewriter with electronic dictionary and correction system spare ribbons,
£50, Steve Daly, Stansted
Airport, Ext 22830 or 01799
502900.
SONY Playstation. As new,

2 control pads, 3 games,
£100, DCPerks, Clacton CID,
Ext 16434.
SUN BED, RUVA 6' X 8'
tube, folding, Sue Ext 58635.
TECHNICS CD Player, 3
months old, hardly used,
£100, Kathy Heaysman Ext
52010.
V97 Chelmsford. August 16
and 17 weekend ticket £50.
Camping not included. See
Blur, Prodigy and more.
Contact Alyson, HQ Press
Office, ext 50624.
VOLVO Hatchback, 'D' Reg
340 GL, 3 owners, white,
Alarm, immobilizer, sun roof
and tow bar F.S.H, full MOT
and V.E.L four new tyres,
excellent condition, £1,250,
Howard Norman 01245
287517.
VOLVO 850 2 litre 20 valve,
56,000 miles, registered June
1992, Volvo lifetime guarantee, £9,000, Tony Kavanagh
(01245) 604287.
YPRES BELGIUM town
house to rent, sleeps 416,
fully modernised, ideal base
for exploring battlefields,
Buges, Coast and Calais
within one hour.
For
brochure please contact Dave
Bartlett 01507 523128.

Road Rescue
The NARPO service operated by Boncaster Ltd based at
Brentwood offer a full range
of road rescue for members.
There i s a n invitation to
NARPO members to visit the
control centre a t Brentwood
to see how systems and procedures work. If you would like
to visit please contact Mrs J
Shaftoe on 01277 200716.

Branch Secretary
It is my intention to stand
down a t t h e AGM. The
branch is therefore looking
for someone to take on the
,role. If there is anyone who
might like to give i t a t r y
please give me a ring.
By Doug Rampling

White helmet
reunion bash
ONLY those who want a free
drink need bring their white
helmet.
A11 'Boro' police officers are
welcome to come for a drink
on Thursday, December 18,
12 noon until 2.30pm in the
newly refurbished club bar come and see the murals and
swags and bring your wives
and girlfriends.
Names to Mike Robertson
(01702) 431212 Ext 30529 if
you want a mince pie.

the
Essex
Police
Fingerprint Bureau was
celebrated in style.
A reunion of past and
present staff, including
many of t h e former
superintendents in CID
Crime Support, took
place a t the HQ Sports
and Social Club pavilion.
Principal Fingerprint
Officer Martin Freeman
said t h e anniversary
reunion had been a big
success. "It was good to
see so many old faces
t h e r e and they a r e all
keen to have another
reunion," he said.
The bureau was established in 1947 in a small
office a t HQ and in its
first 18 months made 89

overallcharge.
A palmprint collection
was introduced for the
first time and a year
later saw the setting up
of a Scenes of Crime
office a t Colchester to
cover t h e north of t h e
county.
The first piece of hitech equipment arrived
i n t h e bureau i n 1959
with the installation of
the cumbersome Grant
Projector, capable of
enlarging actual size
marks by five times onto
pieces of ground, glass,
with the characteristics
marked off under a massive pram-type hood.
Stan Edwards retired
i n 1964 and h e was

ined 759 crime scenes.
the

from

display, 2 tickets, £25 each,
Eileen Jaggers 01245
322046.
COMPUTER games softANTI Virus software for case, charger, tripod and ware, Peter Rabbit's number
Windows 95, Pc Cillen, £20, camcorder battery acces- game, KGB frontier, First
Peter Brown, Stansted sories, £350, Steve Daly, Encounters, £10 each, Steve
Airport 01371 873878.
Stansted Airport Ext 22830 Daly, Stansted Airport Ext
BROTHER
Electronic or 01799 502900.
22830 or 01799 502900.
Typewriter, £30 ono, Sue Ext CHRIS DE BURGH concert CORNWALL
near
58635.
August 9 a t Ragley Hall, Newquay, Country Hotel and
CANON E60 8mm with cany Stratford-on-Avon, firework restaurant set in 10 acres
with outdoor solar heated
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE - ONE WORD PER ~ 0 x 1 swimming pool, prices from
£15 pp call for brochure
01637 880304.
DESK for computers etc 4'6"
,wide, three working levels,
one drawer, charcoal colour,
excellent condition, £40,
Leslie Bramhill 01268
756474.
DOUBLE sofa bed in excellent condition. Used occasionally as a guestlspare bed.
Cover blue with a white pattern, £50, Mike Beaveridge
ext 51006 or 01702 529985.
FLEETWOOD Colchester
Caravan, 1986 two berth,
excellent condition, oven,
fridge, shower etc including
awning £3,000, Mr J Smith
I Name and Rank
1
I 01206 250134.
II Station
Home Tel
I FORD Escort van 1.8 Diesel
I Date
Signed
I 'G' Reg, White, 37,000 miles,
Immobilizer, Cloth Seats,

r
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J ailbreak will
hel~
victims

Caribbean
rnii.CQQ

J.

THE charity Victims of
Crime T r u s t is holding a
National Jailbreak across the
country on Saturday October
'-8.
The aim of the game is to
escape from jail in a team of
three and see how far you can
get or how many different
ways you can get there while
having fun and raising cash.
The charity was founded in
February 1994. It is one of
the few organisations t h a t
sets out to help victims of
crime. Its aim is to improve
the way victims are treated
by offering support to them
and promoting their needs.
Money raised will go
towards funding for the charity's long awaited Nationar
24 hour Victims Helpline and
other aspects of support.
Anyone over 16 can take
part in the sponsored jailbreak to raise funds for the
charity. If you are interested
and would like to take art or
you would like more information contact the Victims of
Crime T r u s t on 0171 823
3637.

Lottery results
THEresultofthismonth~s
lottery is as follows: £1500
Pc John Child, Maldon;
£1000 Pc Alan Clay,
Latchingdon; £500 Sgt
Enstone,
Timothy
Southend; £300 Julie
Atkins, Chelmsford; £200
Frederick Croot, Saffron
Walden; £100 J U Lambert,
Clacton.
The following will
receive £50 consolation
prizes: Pc Joanna Taylor,
Basildon, Sgt David
Bouckley, Witham, P c
Peter
Matheson,
Colchester, Supt Michael
Gamble, Grays, Sgt Keith
Beechener, Headquarters,
Ds Gary Franklin, Leighon-Sea, Supt Desmond
McGarr, Headquarters, DC
Nicholas
Thompson,
Wickford, Supt Paul
Stanley, Southend, DC
Michael Smith, Harlow.

Brothers, hit Southend. Pc Adrian Bunting and Sgt Richard Thomas agreed to "book" partners in crime
Damon Williams (left) as Elwood, and Ronnie King as Jake, for a photocall during the show's run at the

First class win
THE rules to a new Icelandic
yacht race may have been
people, One
yacht, any direct route but
Richard
Houghton,
a
detective at wickford, didn't
expect to win his class.

-

With a friend he Vent six
searching t h e country for t h e right
yacht a n d t h r e e months completely
r e f i t t i n g a n O y s t e r SJ3 5 Act of

Defiance..
Two months later the duo lined up
against an international fleet of 16.
Richard said: "The s t a r t was very
rough and it is the first time I have ever
seen a fully crewed lifeboat on station

near the start of a yacht race."
They battled westward along t h e
south coast and for two days lived on
fruit bars and cold food from the tin,
with it too dimcult to cook a hot meal.
As usual all sight of other competitors
had been lost on the first day.
For seven days they didn't see or
communicate with any other living soul
and had no idea how the race was progreSsing.
Eventually they beat along t h e
Icelandic coast in freezing force six wind
with very poor visibility due to sleet,
before crossing the finishing line to the
news that they were first in their class
and third overall.
After four days in Iceland they said
farewell to new friends and prepared for

PC Mick Hall won the single plate competition in the
PAA Ten Pin Bowling Championships held in Hertfordshire.

Daft rafters raise funds (I
and ill-equipped team of six
Essex officers embarked on a
four-day venture with t h e
oddscstackedagainst them.
I t was the 13th RUC Raft
Race off the coast of Northern
Ireland.
Armed with nothing more
than a borrowed raft, what
were laughingly described as
oars and without the benefit
of wet suits, the Team of 'The
SX Men' entered a field of 50
plus rafts a n amazingly
achieved 4th place in their
heat.
It was a marvellous spectacle b u t most importantly
raised about £2,000 for the
RUC Disabled Officers
Association, from Essex alone.

tz~
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members
secure
A deposit
your
is £799.
ofplace.
£100 will
All
enquiries to the Force Sports
secretary, Chris Jacob. -

Tickets to
Mousetrap
SOUTHEND Police Club has
a few seats left to see the
long running West End show
The Mousetrap.
The coach departing from
Southend,
on
Friday,
September 12, costs £4.50
per head.
Theatre seats available can
be chosen from £11, £13, £15, '
E20 and £23.
Contact Mike Robertson on
01702 431212, ext 30529.

I
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AN untrained, unprepared

Not looking a t all ridiculous are Federation
Chairman Dave Jones and CO-rafterDC Kerry Bennion.

the long slog back.
During the helter skelter ride which
followed, the rudder tube started to
delaminate. I t was touch and go for a
while but they managed to limp in to
Dingle Bay, in Eire where they stayed
for two days to complete the repairs.
The last stretch back to Southampton
was uneventful and concluded a round
trip of 2,850 miles.
Richard said: "As races go this had been
a very tough one and I often felt pushed to
the limit of endurance.
"For me, completing the race and coming first in class and third overall was the
realisation of a dream that I believed
would quench the thirst for ambition."
But it hasn't! He is already making
plans for his next expedition.

THE Essex Police Sports
Association has arranged two
s e p a r a t e Caribbean Flycruises.
Both cruises include return
flights from London, transfers to and from the Port, 11
nights cruise sharing inside
two lower beds cabin, full
board and all ships taxes,
service and port taxes.
Cruise one i s to t h e
Western Caribbean departing on January 13, February
4 and 26, March 20 and April
11, and goes to Florida,
Mexico, Grand Cayman,
Jamaica, t h e Dominican
Republic, Turks and Caicos
Islands and Key West.
Cruise two to the Eastern
Caribbean d e p a r t s on
January 24, February 16
and March 9 and 3 1 and
goes
to
S t Thomas,
Guadaloupe,
Grenada,
Barbados, Antigua and Turks
and Caicos Islands.
The boat being used is The
Melody which h a s all t h e
facilities including two swimming pools, two whirlpools
and a jogging
-- track. The
brochure price is in excess of
£2000, the price for EPSA

If you like to sing...

Songs from the musicals
Popular classics
Contemporary tunes

Then we need YOU!
We would particularly welcome serving members
of staff - officers or civilians.
We practise every Tuesday a t EPTC and have
a wide range of concerts lined up this year.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jenny
on ednet 50011 or Norman on ednet 52253
" , ~
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time since
69 Harlow
Oivision
has
/
un the C roker
Cup Athletics title
regular
vknocking
winners Southend, off

tly Kim White

As well
quality athletes,
Southend h a s always mang

tn
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number of competitors. This
.
_ .. .. .,-l .. _
y e.a. r marlow
assemDlea
a
team of equal numbers but
had the edge on ability.
In the men's field events Paul
Ritchie, John Butcher and Ian
Thompson took l s t , 2nd and
TT

3rd places in the hammer, the
disc& and the javelin. 1an.cOntinued picking up points out On
the tradk.
*

A

Even some of the older members,
such a s Glynn E v a n s a n d Vic
Murphy, p u t i n some s t e r l i n g
pedomances.

In the ladies' events Harlow

was only able to p u t out a
small squad, but they picked
up a whole host of points to
aid the final result.
ChiInsp Dave Folkard said:
''We turned out some fine athletes who gave outstanding
performances."
And t h e Southend Squad
took the defeat very well.
Dave said: "Mick Benning

was very gracious. But now
we are UP a t the pinnacle of
Force a t h l e t i c s we will
endeavour to stay there and
retain
the title next year.
Dougie Hayward deserves a
mention for inspiring this
squad in his role as
team manager.
Athletes in Harlow are now
in training for the Croker Cup
cross country and race walk.

Road race

Join the
' Chief for
farewell

ESSEX constable Dafvdd
Hughes will be representing
the Force in the British Police
Motorcycle Road Racing
championships on August 24
and 25.
Pc Hughes, from Rayleigh
will take part in nine races
over two days a t Snetterton
Racing circuit i n Norfolk,
with the outcome decided on
points.
To make the event fair all
competitors will race on rented Yamaha RD250 cc bikes.
Dafydd usually races a 250cc
MZ.
Anyone wanting to attend
and take part in the barbecue
on S u n d a y evening i s
welcome and should contact
Dafydd.

l
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TO mark his retirement from
Essex Police, Chief Constable
John Burrow is inviting officers, civilians and their partn e r s to a sportsman's
evening a t Five Lakes Golf
and Country Club.
But you'll have to be quick,
there are only about 70 of the
300 available tickets left for
t h e evening on Friday,'
October 10.
For £35 you can enjoy a
four course meal and some
e n t e r t a i n i n g a f t e r dinner
speeches from Henry Cooper,
Graham Gooch and former
Essex officer Bill Pirie.
Other sporting celebrities
will be among the guests and
there will be a raffle with a
s t a r prize of a weekend for
two in New York and £250
spending money.
Don't worry if you're not an
avid sports fan, there'll be
something for everyone and
all partners are welcome.
Tickets are available from
sports Secretary Chris Jacob
and raffle tickets are now on
sale a t Headquarters reception, the Sports Pavilion bar
and, again, via Chris Jacob.

Clive
nets
prize

r

h

NOT content with winning the
Metropolitan Police Open Sea
Angling competition, Pc Clive
Skinley also walked away with
the raffle prize.
I t ' s t h e first time t h e
Rayleigh Traffic officer has
won the title but did so with
style.
In the Solent at Portsmouth
he caught six Smoothound,
four of which were specimens,
the heaviest being 181bs. A
specimen a Smoothound
weighing over 151bs and entitles the catcher to claim a
medal for each one.
Clive also netted eight
Wrasse which totalled him
214 points.
Although he isn't able to
keep the trophy, he did take
home a medal, a Shimano
fishing rod and a litre of
brandy from the raffle.

to an Essex crew who gained their
Alan Husk and Adrian Bunting,
both constables a t Rayleigh Traffic,
achieved joint 3rd on points in the
event a t Thorpe Bay Yacht Club,
settling for 4th position in the final
The event was held over two
days, with two races on each day
each with a duration of about a n

RS 400 class. One e n d of t h e
dinghy is called Into the Blue and
the other is called Out of the Blue.
(I've been asked not to explain the
embarrassing reason for the name,
but am open to bribes).
The duo have been s a i l i n g
together for a number of years and
although they've done well in the
competition i n t h e p a s t Thorpe
provided their personal bes coming
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do better next year."
Rayleigh Custody sergeant, Tony
Bryne, also entered the competition
w i t h his crew ~~~k E
~a
constable from the Metropolitan
Police. Sailing On The Hop, they
were placed 26th.
The only other Essex entrant was
the
'gt Tony
Britten, an instructer at Bramshill.

Sport diaries
~

THE
Force
Sports
Association has produced a
n u m b e r of diaries from
~
~1, 1997
, through to
August
December 31, 1998, to incorporate a winter sporting programme.
These diaries contain useful information, including the
c u r r e n t Association rules,
n a m e s of secretaries and
rules r e time off for Force
sport. They are free to members.
Issued on a first come first
served basis they will not be
issued i n bulk and are
available from t h e Force
Sports shop.

