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Policing
of V97
hailed a
success
HYLANDS
Park
in
Chelmsford was transformed
into a major pop music venue
over the weekend of August
15 to 17 when the V97 festival took place.
It was the second year running a festlval has been held
on t h e site, a n d t h i s year
there were capacity crowds of
around 55,000 on each dav.
The headline acts on both
days were Essex bands - Blur
and Prodigy.
The event was described as
successful by Chief Inspector
J u l i a Jeapes, who r a n t h e
Essex Police operation.
There were only 27 casualties taken to hospital sufferi n g from illness a n d a n
assortment of injuries, mostly minor.
A proactive drugs operation resulted in 20 arrests.
Eight people were charged
with drugs offences.
Numerous traffic wardens 11 on the Saturday and 18 on
the Sunday - were drafted in
to patrol road closures i n
nearby Widford, Writtle and
Margaretting. They l a t e r
thanked residents for supplying them with drinks.
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Child abuse seminars planned for Essex

DATABASE SET
UP TO TRACK
PAEDOPHILES
I

by Kim White
THE Sex Offenders Act
1997 came into force on
September l , giving
police greater powers to
monitor the activities of
known paedophiles.

Peaceful
Officers from the mounted
section carried out high visibility patrols i n t h e c a r
parks. But in terms of public
order incidents, the weekend
was extremely peaceful.
Chief Inspector J e a p e s
said: "All t h e officers who
supported the event showed a
lot of professionalism a n d
because of their attitude, a
lot of things were diffused,
and positive action was taken
where it was needed."
S h e t h a n k e d all officers
and support staff who helped
out over t h e weekend a n d
also Chelmsford Borough
Council officers Malcolm
Gilham, director of leisure
services, and Sue Ireland,
assistant head of leisure services, for their support.

BIG Frank Bruno met his match at Brentwood
Police Station - in the shape of Pc Neil Tyson.
The Essex boxer visited the station in his
role as president of the President's Sporting
Club/Harlow Handicapped Sports Foundation.
He was presenting a cheque for E3,000 to
the club chairman, Superintendent M i k e
Jackson.

The money brings the total raised by the
group to over E 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , which has been
donated to schools and organisations to provide sporting facilities and opportunities for
disabled children in the Essex area.
While in Brentwood, Frank took the opportunity to size up his old boxing adversary - but
this time it was Pc Tyson.

I t comes a s a database containing
intelligence on all known or suspected
paedophiles is being set up a t Essex
Police, with its development forming
part of a seminar later this month.
The multi-agency approach is being
co-ordinated by constables Gary
M a t t h e w s a n d M a r k Sibley a t
Headquarters Child Protection Unit.
A historical trawl is already under
way with Social Services and Probation
officers helping to collate information
on individuals who have been convicted
of sexual abuse against children, or are
suspected as being a risk.
Once operational, the idea will be for
agencies, including the prison service,
housing and education, to report any
concerns to the police.
Existing information about a n individual will be available to police officers
a t the touch of a button and the database can be regularly u p dated with
new details.
The s e m i n a r will be just one of a
number a t the Annual Conference of the
Essex Child Protection Committee on
September 24.
O t h e r s e m i n a r s will look a t t h e
a s s e s s m e n t a n d t r e a t m e n t of paedophiles, how suspects t a r g e t a n d
entrap their victims, meeting the needs
of victims, use of the Internet by paedophiles and Broken Trust, a project
aimed a t raising children's awareness
about the dangers of abusers.
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MORE than £2,000 has been presented to local charities in the
Tendring Division.
The funds were raised at the
Police Fun Day held at the
Colbayns School in Clact04 in May.
Cheques were presented to the

Thorrington Scouts and Teen Talk
based in Harwich.
In addition a further $450 was presented to the Clacton Family Trust
and equipment was purchased for
the Clacton Maternity Unit and the
local army cadets.

Supt Jim Kynnersley (pictured
centre left) made the presentations
and paid tribute to the hard work
by SOA Derek Marshall and his
team
the event.

Health and
wealth show

new DNA profilihg method - known as SGM - which increases
the discriminating power to one in 50 million.
Another breakthrough has been the development of a
streamlined technique using mitochondrial DNA. This can be
used on a wider range of material than normal DNA, including'dead' material such as hair shafts, bones and faeces.
The demand for DNA services has risen from 6,000 separate items of work every year to 200,000.
The national DNA database - the first
of its kind in the world - is increasing
weekly i t s match r a t e of suspects to
crimes.

Valuable

STAFF from t h e Thurrock Division
attended a Health and Wealth Roadshow
at Grays last month.
For the first time, Occupational Health
and fitness instructors were joined by a
representative of PMAS to advise on
financial matters.
PMAS is now also open to civilian staff of
Essex Police as well and the representative was able to give details of their services.

Since it was set up two years ago, more
than 6,000 suspects have been linked to
crime scenes and there have been nearly
2,000 matches of one crime scene to
another, giving the police valuable intelligence.
Home Office Minister Alun Michael
commented: "Forensic science is crucial in
the fight against crime. The FSS is a
world leader in its field."

Year reviewed at Open meeting
THE Federation Open
Meeting was held again this
year at the Marconi Club.
For the benefit of those
who were unable to be there,
the following issues were
raised in my report.
Corporate
The
Consultative Group and
t h e Joint Negotiating
Consultative Committee
have, during t h e l a s t 12
months, discussed many
issues of interest to t h e
membership, one of the most
contentious being the ongoing saga of subsistence
and refreshment allowance.
We are still dealing with
the matter of 'the normal
place of duty' and 'eating in
the usual way' and we hope
to be able to resolve this one
way or the other in the very
foreseeable future.
One note of success was
the agreement by the Force
to pay t h e overnight
allowance of £11 per night
when officers are away from
t h e Force a r e a for a t t e n dance at court, etc.
We have also made i t
quite clear that all officers
should be issued with protective body armour and
with CS spray. The issue of
CS spray has been agreed
but has not yet materialised.
Body armour is an on-going
issue and, although i t has
been agreed that eventually
there should be an individual issue, it is a question of
finance with regard to its
implementation.

I

With the introduction of
t h e Health & Safety at
Work Act into the police
service from April 1, 1998,
we are pushing t h e chief
officers to bring these protections in as a matter of
urgency.
The Force is looking a t
writing risk assessments
and training for the officers
designated as risk assessors
under this legislation.
Your Branch Board has
already paid and had training for ten representatives
from the Joint Branch Board
for a three-day course and
other members a r e being
trained on a similar course
for the National Federation
so that they will be able to
give advice to members on
division when the new Act is
applicable.
In the last year, your Joint
Branch Board has set up a
new Equal Opportunities
Sub-Committee to help
members with equality
issues in Essex.
The Discipline Subcommittee has been very
successful under the leadership of Dave Jones, our

Lesley Chilcott, Sue Kelly
and Paul Dines. They are
currently looking at changes
to the Force uniform in conjunction with the Regional
User Group.
The following Federation
Members' Services a r e
currently on offer:
The Loan Schemes currently on offer within the
chairman, who allocates Joint Branch Board locally
members
from
t h e a r e with t h e Halifax
Discipline Panel to assist Building Society and the Coofficers when they a r e op Bank which are both still
served with Regulation 7 proving to be successful. We
notices, etc.
also have an agreement with
Myself and Alan Coley First Affinity. Nationally,
represented the Federation there is now a new
on the working group set up Federation loan scheme with
to look at the Force housing the Hamilton Direct Bank.
stock and disposal of police We have dealt with many
houses and we fought hard inquiries during t h e year
and long to try and retain relating to House Contents
the discounted sale of police and Buildings Insurance
houses for our members.
Serviceline
from
Unfortunately, right a t Chelmsford continue to prothe very end, there was a vide Car Insurance cover
proposal to almost halve the for members.
discount
which
was
Weekend Breaks have
approved by t h e Police proved to be very successful
Committee.
throughout the year and we
A review of Rural now have extended t h e
Policing Policy was linked scheme to include not only
initially to t h e housing t h e Friendly and J a r v i s
review but t h i s i s now a Hotel Groups but also the
stand-alone item and Alan Copthorn Group. We have
Coley has been acting on also extended the range to
behalf of the Federation on a include holidays abroad at a
working group under t h e very, very reduced r a t e ,
chairmanship of ACC (O), again by means of t h e
Mr Markham, which is car- voucher system.
rying out a full review.
Financial Advice surgYour Federation continues eries have continued to be
to be represented on t h e held in the Federation office
Uniform Committee by during the year with many

members taking u p t h e
opportunity of free financial
advice from Sid Foster of
George Burrows Group
Insurance.
Travel Insurance is the
new sceme introduced this
year with Philip Williams &
Co. for insurance cover a t
Lloyds and is proving very
successful for our members.
For the price o f f 15, Officers
can be insured for the whole
year and t h i s includes
spouses/partners and children under t h e age of 2 1
residing at home.
The Group Insurance
Scheme is run on our behalf
by George Burrows Group
Insurance and continues to
work well and I would
advise any officer who is not
a member of the scheme or
who does not have his wife
insured, to contact the office
as soon as possible. From
renewal, there is the facility
for officers retiring to continue their insurance cover,
albeit at a reduced rate.
CICB and Civil Claims
have kept Mick Englefield
very busy throughout last
year.
During 1996, 60 CICB

claims, totalling 2121,153
and 50 civil claims, for total
compensation to our members of f299,928.11 were settled.
The Legal Expenses
Scheme with Hambro
appears to be working fairly
well and gives good advice
and service to our members.
In conclusion, on a personal note, I would like to thank
my fellow Federation
Officers i n our office i n
Essex,
namely,
the
Chairman, Dave Jones, the
Assistant
Secretary
Treasurer, Terry Spelman,
and Mick Englefield, t h e
Constables'
Claims'
Secretary, all of whom have
worked extremely hard during the past year.
I would also like to thank
our civilian staff a t Stable
Lodge, who have also
worked very hard, namely
I r e n e Black, t h e Office
Manager, Marilyn Carr,
Sales Manager and Trish
Morley, who i s now back
with us again dealing with
Medical Scheme inquiries
and administrative support
in other Federation matters.

Maternity dispute
THERE has been a dispute in Essex for a year regarding
entitlement of women officers to annual leave when taking
unpaid maternity leave. The matter has been resolved now,
so that the amount of annual leave which an officer would be
entitled to in any year is not reduced by the taking of unpaid
maternity leave in that year. It is the accrual of relevant service in relation to annual leave entitlement that is affected.
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Coaches
taken off
the road
ESSEX Police and examiners
from the Vehicle Inspectorate
carried out checks on 54
coaches as part of Operation
Tourist.
The Essex checks were carried out at Granada Services
on the M25 at Thurrock.
One coach was given an
immediate prohibition order
and its driver was found to
have no insurance, no driving licence and no operator's
licence for the coach.
Another vehicle had travelled all the way to France
and back on a day-trip with
just one driver.
In all, 25 of the coaches
stopped were found to be all
in order. Six delayed prohibition notices were issued, giving ten days for repairs to be
carried out; ten drivers were
reported for a total of 14
tachograph offences, and ten
other offences were reported.
Superintendent
Doug
Adams, head of traffic, said:
"What was of most concern
was the number of drivers
who were found to be working beyond a safe time limit.
Tiredness can be a killer.
"There is no doubt t h a t
responsible coach operators,
and the public, would like to
see unroadworthy vehicles
off the road."

BASILDON officers were
called to the A127 to a report
of a man with a gun. The
man who was described a s
scruffy, wearing jeans and
carrying a Smith & Wesson
firearm turned out to be an
enthusiastic line dancer
dressed as a cowboy.

* * *

MALDON officers were
called to a disturbance in the
town, which turned out to be
a newly married couple
unable to find t h e hotel
where they were supposed to
be spending their wedding
night and were taking out
their frustrations on each
other.

* * *

WITH t h e warm nights
encouraging outside activities it was hardly surprising
that a report of a suspicious
vehicle a t a premises in
Colchester ended with officers discovering a couple in
t h e middle of some illicit
lovemaking.

* * *

WE particularly liked this
IRIS entry about a Pc rescuing a horse at Wickford (BW):
So off he trotted, horse in tow
And along to BW they did go
The pony was black, with a
little white nose
And for CCTV he struck a
good pose
Pc Gillgan the hero, a master
of all creatures
rode it bareback with a smile
on his features
CCTV filmed the event - so if
you want a good laugh
Come to BW, next time it'll be
a giraffe!

Tendering comes under review
AN urgent review of t h e existing
framework for compulsory competitive
tendering has been ordered by the
Government.
CCT for support services in local
authorities has applied since the early
1980s and was the main plank of the
then Government's objective to ensure
local authorities got best value for
money for their internal provision of
support services.
In the late 1980s this legislation was
extended to the police service and it
was indicated that i t would also be
applied to "white collar7' services,

by Alan Golding
including property services, personnel
services, financial services and information technology.
The current Government announced
in June its intention to undertake an
urgent review of t h e existing CCT
framework.
The Home Office wrote to all police
authorities and Chief Constables on
June 30, setting out the current position.
While the indications are that the

Government intends to replace CCT
with the duty to achieve and demons t r a t e best value, final announcements of requirements have not yet
been received.
The situation is being monitored
and further reports will be provided to
Corporate
Group as
as information is available.
This will also be provided to a wider
audience by further articles in the
Law. If anybody has any queries On
this issue they can raise them by contacting the head of finance on extension 50800.
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speeding
ANOTHER month-long offensive against speeding
motorists is being spearheaded by Essex Police Traffic
Division
throughout
September.
The three previous campaigns each resulted in more
t h a n 10,000 drivers being
caught exceeding the speed
limit in Essex. The initiative
is in support of Essex Police's
key operational goal to
reduce death and injury on
the roads.

PSRCP project team to consult throughout Force

Views sought
on radios
by Ruth Collin

WORK begins this month on
defining the Essex Police
requirements of the new digital
radio system.
The Essex project team, together with
Smith Consultants will be researching
actual user needs amongst all force staff.
Chief officers, uniformed officers, CID, SoCO, FSU
and support staff will all be consulted to define our
communication needs.
The study will include workshops, questionnaires
and research into handling of previous incidents.
The research needs to identify what information

any member of staff may require and who they
would need to communicate with at any time.
Another key element will be establishing the
technical requirements for communications a t all
sites across the county such as town centres or
inside Lakeside shopping centre or Stansted
Airport.
Nationally, it is anticipated that the national
contract to carry out the project definition study
for PSRCP will be awarded to 'Quadrant' - a consortium of BT, Motorola, Nokia and TRW.
This study will research and make proposals to

Strategy to
tackle
Iraud and
corruption
ESSEX Police is committed
to t h e development a n d
implementation of a comprehensive fraud and corruption
strategy embracing all
employees, members and
agents of the Force.
The strategy is being developed jointly by Essex County
Council Audit and Financial
Consultancy Division and
Essex Police.
The strategy will cover the
following areas:
.Culture
.Detection and investigation
.Fraud awareness training.
Relevant existing guidance,
policies and procedures will
be considered, together with
all available reference material.
Consultation will t a k e
'lace between the Chief
Constable and the treasurer
of the Police Authority.
c,

The development will be
explained to staff associations, Unison, a chief officers'
portfolio group, senior managers' group etc and their
advice and comments will be
sought and valued.
Research i s currently
under way, with t h e draft
strategy due for completion
late this month or early next.
Consultation and agreement to t h i s draft will be
completed by the end of the
year, with approval sought
from t h e Audit Panel and
Police Authority by January
or February 1998.
Appropriate training is to
be planned in February and
the resulting package delivered by March.
Guidance will be issued to
all employees and Police
Authority members in April
next year, when the strategy
will be formally launched.

the police service for the development and running
of the new digital trunk radio system.
Whilst there has been delay in the award of the
contract, work has been continuing and the 1999
implementation date remains.
As a result of the withdrawal of the competing
consortia, 'Racal', the Home Office are exploring
other ways of ensuring that the project remains
competitive.
This includes the development of viable fall-back
option in the event that PSRCP either fails to meet
our needs or is not affordable.
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We're all civilians at heart
IN her letter to The L a w in
July I note that Daphne Carter,
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator a t Stansted, refers to division between t h e police a n d
civilians.
Having devoted many years of my
life to the police service, I must say
that I always considered myself to be
a civilian.

As I understood it I was appointed
by civilians to enforce civilian legislation in a manner generally approved
of by the civilian community I served,
who paid me for so doing.
Many of the duties and much of the
legislation implemented by police
officers i n my day have been
offloaded for application and enforcement by civilians working in both the
public and private sectors, all of

whom, I am sure a r e in no doubt
about their civilian status.
I believe it to be a serious mistake
for any police officer to believe or
allow others to believe that beyond
hislher contractual commitment to
the police service, hislher civilian
identity is not synonymous to the rest
of society.
May I recommend that Mrs Carter
and the many others like her are left

in no doubt t h a t their support is
needed, welcomed and appreciated
and t h a t they be encouraged to
increase their numbers, because I
can't think of any other way that the
current trend towards lawlessness
can be contained.

P G Ladbrook, Southend.

Driving School memories
IT'S celebrat~ontime at the Essex Police Driving
School, which marks its Diamond Anniversary this
If you've got a ticket for the staff open day on
Saturday, September 13, you can take part in a
range of events organised for the celebration
The Law's regular contributor, Ex-Pc Dave
Rose, remembers that during the mid-sixties an
experiment was carried out to de-centralise the
five week Standard Driving Course A car and an
instructor were based a t Harlow, Grays and
Colchester and students reported to these stations
each day dependant on which one was nearest to
their home station
The courses were planned so that when needs
arose all students would meet up at HQ for specific
training - for example, on the shdpan.
Sometimes the 'course car' would be exchanged
for a different model to make sure students were
familiar with other vehicles Dave Rose particularly remembers the Austin Personnel Carrier with

nd your letters to:
e Law, Press Offlee,

Thank you
for your
good
wishes
I WOULD like to thank all
colleagues and friends of
Barbara for their thoughts
and expressions of sympathy
at this sad time for my family and I.
Although Barbara had
been unwell for many years,
nothing prepares you when
someone so close is taken
suddenly. I know many will
miss her as much as we do.
Barbara enjoyed her years
with the Essex Police and
always relished new challenges concerned with her
work.
I would also like to thank
all those who gave Barbara
support and understanding
over the years, especially
after her stays in hospital.
Her fortitude and deterrnination to keep working often
surprised us all.
I'm sorry I can't write to
each person individually, but
as you can understand, it is
a very difficult time for us.
Graham Jenkins,
Hemingway Road,
Witham

.Above - An early skid pan victim.
Right - The Austin A60 area car
which awaited anyone who qualified to third class standard on the
driving course of the 196Os.

the greatest number of get well cards.
He appeared in the 1991 Guinness Book
of Records for collecting more than 16
million of them.
Fortunately, after an operation in the
USA paid for by an American who heard
about the appeal, Craig recovered. But
the letters kept coming.

Moved
An average of five sacks of letters a
day used to arrive at the Shergolds and,
bizarrely, many contained business
cards, not get well cards. The Shergolds
have since moved from the address.
Letters have been s e n t to t h e
Shergolds from all over t h e world,
addressed to a t least t e n different
names, including Craig Sherfield, Craig
Richards and Gary Roberts at a variety

of addresses derived from Selby Road,
Carshalton.
It seems that somebody has started
the chain letter as a bit of a lark, without realising the consequences of their
action and the goodwill of the recipients
of the chain letters perpetuating the situation.
This office receives numerous telephonefletter inquiries, practically on a
daily basis about the authenticity of the
requests.
If any reader knows of any useful central points of contact within businesses/services to which an appeal could be
addressed to stop further letters, I
would appreciate the details.
Pc Maurice Robinson
Metropolitan Police, Epsom

Why I changed my name from Tom to Sam
I JOINED the Southend-on-Sea Borough Constabulary in
August 1946 after spending the previous nine years in the
Merchant Service.
For a short period I was a member of a crew of an ex-Dutch
coaster where five of the crew of seven were named Tom.
Because of the confusion this entailed we all decided to
change our names, choosing from Arthur, Ted, Frank, Bill
and Sam.
Everything went very smoothly from then on, with our new
identities, but on leaving the ship I left my adopted name of
Sam behind.
After the first year of my probation at Southend I was posted to Westcliff, where the officer in charge had a habit of

shouting down from his upstairs office the name of the constable he wanted to see.
There again I was confronted with the same problem I had
on the coaster. At that time there was a Tom Milner, Tom
Hough, Tom Whalley, Tom Brook and myself.
So, I decided to revert back to my temporary name of Sam.
No-one ever queried the change and there was no mistaking
who I was when I rang in from a police post or box, giving my
new name and collar number 80.
Colleagues at Southend only knew me as Tom and were left
wondering why I was known as Sam at Westcliff. Now you
know.
Tom Rowe (last of the Pc SOS),Kettering, Northants.

Is Eric oldest per
THANK you for the centre page
spread of the pensioners' garden
party i n t h e August edition of
The La W .
It was enjoyed by all, but one
man who was not there - unable to
travel, because of the distance
involved - was ex-Sgt Eric Ewen,
aged 91 years, who may be the oldest Essex Police pensioner.
The photograph ( r i g h t ) was

taken when he was visited at his
Kent rest home by myself, ex Sgt
Fred Nash (in his mid-80s) and ex
Pc Yorke Wade, all former members of t h e Southend Borough
Police.
Eric is second from the left, next
to Fred and Peter, who is his sonin-law.
It is interesting to note that Eric

l
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Please beware this hoax letter
"CRAIG Richards is seven years old and
terminally ill with cancer." That is the
rather brutal introduction to letters
received by various companies and services worldwide. It goes on: "It is one of
his wishes to be included in t h e
Guinness Book of Records. He is aiming
to amass the largest number of business
cards/compliment slips collected by one
ers son."
It then gives an address for them to
mail to and requests that the letter be
passed on to tell other people.
Although the letter has its roots in a
real event, it is bogus.
The request is, in fact, a chain letter
which, like others, wastes the time of
everybody who gets one.
Nine years ago Craig Shergold, who
had a brain tumour, wanted to collect

Machine
had this
'shuffling'
licked..

joined the force in the year before
I was born and was my shift
sergeant when I joined in March
1949.
It would be interesting to hear if
any Essex Police pensioners are
older than Eric.

Phi1 Pewsey,
Hamstel Road, Southend.

JACK Faulkner's letter re
"Senior Shuffle" brings back
memories.
Many years ago I was
asked by the Home Office to
design a Promotion Mach
ine. After a lot of midnight
oil was burned off I eventually made such a machine.
I took one of the early type
one-arm bandits, with the
lever on the side and three
revolving drums.
On the first drum I put
police rank badges, as drawings. On t h e second I put
sections in the police - such
a s dogs, traffic, marine,
a d m i n , ~etc.
~~
On the third drum I put
the locations of Essex police
stations (Harlow, Writtle,
Southend, Harwich etc).
On pulling the lever the
drums rotated and eventually stopped, leaving for
instance:
Inspector, Marine Unit,
i
Brentwood, or
Chief Insp, Information j
Room, Hadleigh.
1
That's how it is done Jack! 1
Dave Hurrell,
Westcliff-on-Sea.i
i

What a
I WOULD like to take this
opportunity to thank all my
friends a n d colleagues
throughout the county who
contributed towards making
my retirement farewell on
August 19 such a memorable
occasion.
The many cards, flowers
and gifts received were
greatly appreciated and will
serve as a happy reminder of
my years of service a s a '
member of the civilian support staff, both a t Witham
and Chelmsford Town.
Kath Adams, ex-CID
Admin, Chelmsford.
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Back on the beat
in Brentwood
EXTRA officers are back
on the beat in Brentwood
to target crimes in specific areas.
The new Beat Teams incorporate both regular and special
constables - doubling the number of officers patrolling certain
areas.

Profile

by Ruth C0Wn
visibility policing and malntain a
higher profile in the community
The work of the Beat Teams will
be supported by a number of other
new lnltlatlves l* the area, lncluding the sponsorship of a new vehicle by local dealers Allen Ford

Areas of Brentwood - ~ n c l u d ~ n g
ahead, a new touchScreen computer - developed by
s u r r o u n d i n g villages like West
Horndon - h a v e been allocated Brentwood Borough Council - will
at
be lnstalled In the front
named officers
T h e B e a t T e a m s will not only Brentwood Police Station glvlng
handle reports of crlmes In their the public local lnformatlon lncludareas, but w ~ l lalso p r o v ~ d eh ~ g h ing details of their police officers
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Delivery
of 4WD
vehicles
gives
more
flexibility
IN September FIVE YEARS
AGO seven new LandRovers were delivered to
glve officers more flexibil~ty
m severe weather and rough
terrain
10 YEARS AGO

*West Horndon Councillor Roy Boggis, Section Officer John English, lnsp
peter ~
~ pc ~ ~ ~
T i~ ~lchief
~~ ~ h
~
~~of
, ~~~~~~~~d
, ~
~~~~~~h
~
council
~
Colin Sivell and pc Cheryl Sidaway at the launch of the Brentwood Beat
Teams.

Impressive statistics
as EPICS rolls out

SIR Robert Bunyard was
appointed
ais one of~ Her
t
M a ~ e s t y ' s Inspector of
Constabulary
and
Commandant of the Police
Staff College at Bramshill
15 YEARS AGO

L rAg aNnS~ fs ao tr~t ohofne tlhtee force
o
trewere released with SIX new
divisions being created.
They were Colchester,
Southend,
Chelmsford,
Basildon, Grays and Harlow
(whose commander was Ch
Supt Geoffrey Markham).
20 YEARS AGO

AS the EPICS programme continues to roll out, the
system is building up some impressive statistics.
For instance, did you know that across the county EPICS now stores details of:
133,044 Individuals
117,667 Information reports
114,256 Custody records
156,922 Locations
183,557 Property items
So far, about 60 EPICS courses have been run on
the custody, intelligence and managers aspects of
the system and it's thought around 500 staff have

been through this training.
EPICS tuition is also now included on all CID
preparatory courses, Probationer module 8 courses
and the Sergeants' preparatory course.
Anyone who has not been on any of these courses
can also receive computer-based training via the
EPICS computers which are now available at divisional HQs (except Stansted). This on-screen
tuition takes about 45 minutes.
The custody and intelligence elements of the system are now up and running at all divisional HQs,
except Stansted.

Any officers wanting to carry out collaters
checks, see who has been in custody or if someone
is known can now use EPICS to find out.
Looking ahead, the custody service will soon be
rolled out to other designated stations other than
DHQs.
These include Harwich, Saffron Walden,
Brentwood and Witham and it's hoped they'll be up
and running by the end of the year.

Illegal fuel
in lorries
A NUMBER of heavy goods
lorries were immediately
taken off the road in Essex
last month after they were
found running on illegal fuel.
I t was all part of a joint
operation between Essex
Police and Customs & Excise
to crack down on the use of
'rebate' fuel which i s a n
untaxed diesel, only to be
used off the road, ie agricult u r a l lorries on farms or
building sites.
Three of the seven prohibited lorries were allowed
back on the road after paying
fines totalling £950.
Inquiries are continuing on
the remaining four vehicles.
It is estimated that fraudulent operation of these vehicles could have resulted in
£40,000 lost revenue.
Four other drivers were
reported for speed limiter

offences (tampering with the
equipment which prevents
t h e vehicle breaking t h e
speed limit), one for not having an operator's licence and
five verbal warnings were
issued for other miscellaneous offences.
The operation took place on
the M25 at the junction with
the A127 Southend turn-off.
All fuel for use on the UK's
roads is taxed.
Diesel fuel which is rebated
(tax reduced) for use off the
roads, h a s red chemical
marker added to it.
Some vehicles are simply
running on rebated fuel, others have hidden tanks, specially adapted to hold t h e
rebated fuel, which actually
drives the vehicle, while the
normal fuel t a n k contains
regular taxed fuel, but is not
in use.

IF you're interested in Essex Police and have some time to
spare, perhaps you'd like to help out in the Essex Police
Museum at Headquarters.
The museum, which attracts around 1,000 visitors a year,
gives an insight into policing throughout the force's history including details and exhibits illustrating some of our most
notorious crimes.
The museum is run by one part-time Curator assisted by a
number of volunteers.
The committee is looking for people to assist with archiving
and research as well as represent the museum on division - to
rescue the historical records which might otherwise go astray!
They would particularly welcome serving police officers to get
involved.

ROBERT Bunyard, currently ACC a t Leicester was
appointed DCC of Essex
Police.
25 YEARS AGO

THE 'old station' at Harlow,
built in 1908, was pulled
down to make way for the
new traffic garage.

ESSEX POLICE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

Curator

If you're interested in finding out more, please contact the
Curator, Fred Feather on Ednet 50770 or Secretary Martyn
Lockwood on 50294.
Anyone interested would also be very welcome to attend the
Museum's Annual General Meeting which will be held this
month.
The meeting will be held a t 2.30pm in the Conference
Room at Police Headquarters on Tuesday, September 23.

CONFERENCE ROOM

with the Cork of the museum, please contact
the Curator, Fred Feather, on extension 50770.

~

6

THE LAW, SEPTEMBER 1997

THE LAW, SEPTEMBER 1997

olice Underwater Search Unit

of diving
n White
of them came
~t he thought
air
pocket.
ely there was
and when the
.ed his air supipsed. His colt to his rescue
: too suffered
xygen deficienLy led to some
lin Essex Police
ater taken up
)W divers always
2 masks instead
llves and underlnication equipvas, a t the time,
)W compulsory.
ticks explained:
.king under water
lger as you are
breathing apparare is always the
f the equipment
?g lost two diving
uring a training
dangers are still

very much in the minds of the
divers ."
Equipment is checked and double checked and when one officer
enters the water, a reserve diver
will stand-by to back up that colleague should they get into difficulty. Each diver must spend a t
least 60 minutes in the water
every month to remain qualified.
Pc Hicks explained: "Police
rules are very strict. A lot are
derived from Navy rules but we
tend to add bits to ensure the
procedures are ultra safe."
Health and fitness are other
key issues with regard to safety.
A Metropolitan police officer on
his initial week-long appraisal
lost his life on a dive due to a
heart defect which may not have
been picked up in a standard
police medical but would have
shown on a diver-specific medical. It is now compulsory for all
police divers to undergo a specific medical before entering the
water for the first time. Essex
officers are sent to an underwater specialist in Harley Street,
all are first aid trained and some
have additional medical qualifications under their belts.
Pc Hicks said: "None of us are

Iry land and time for further equipment

simply divers, each is multiskilled. All of us, for instance, are
firearms trained for other
aspects of work with the Force
Support Unit. Within diving
there are 27 different skills you
can train for, all requiring a
course. These can range from
maintenance to medical and
rural surveillance."
The jobs the divers can assist
with are vast and various.
Searches for missing people,
recovery of bodies trapped in
vehicles, and crime searches are
some examples. In the last two
years they have helped recover
an estimated .£1.5m worth of
drugs as well as murder weapons
and other essential evidence.
Assistance is also given to the
marine section with moorings,
recovery of dumped vehicles and
with security searches for royal
and VIP visits. This includes
confined space searching such as
sewers.

Invaluable
As one of only 18 teams left in
the country - the minimum number recommended by Her
Majesty's Inspectorate - officers
also provide support to the
Metropolitan
Police,
Hertfordshire, Suffolk and
Cambridgeshire.
Said Pc Hicks: "With the
large areas of water and vast
coastline of Essex a diving
team is invaluable.
"Each job has its own dangers and difficulties but
unless it is too dangerous for
the officers we won't usually
turn a job down. We would, in
fact, urge officers on division
to contact us rather than
attempt any recovery themselves, unless of course there
is an immediate threat to life,
as we aEe trained in preserving evidence etc."
The nature of the job also
encourages diving colleagues
to have a closer working relationship than most.
Said Pc Hicks: "When you
dive you know you could be
relying on the others for your
life so, even though some of us
don't work together on a daily
basis and are scattered
around the county, we tend to
have a closer relationship
than most shift colleagues."

Tim Sanders.
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Cornmended for their
bravery and actions
ing on other major inquiries.
Pc Christopher Gilgan,
Maldon, and Pc Nicola
Parker, Maldon, for their
brave and professional
actions at Great Totham on
November 21, 1996 whilst
attending premises with
social workers executing a
warrant under the Mental
Health Act. They were confronted by a woman holding
a kitchen knife which she
lunged a t t h e officers. By
their quick thinking and
speedy actions they were
able to detain t h e woman
without injury.

by Helen Cook
CHIEF Constable John Burrow
has awarded certificates of commendation to 18 Essex officers in
recognition of their brave actions
and dedicated work.
Pc Neville Deal, based at Witham and Pc
Ian Weir, Braintree, for their diligance in car-

Grabbed

firearm pointing from t h e
window. Pc Smith stopped
the vehicle and searched the
suspect, but no weapon was
found.

Firearms
Following a full firearms
operation a second suspect
was arrested and an imitation handgun recovered.
Both suspects were subsequently charged under the
Public Order Act 1986.
DC Rosemary Morgan and
former DC Peter Gibbs, since
retired, Chelmsford Child
Protection Unit, for their professionalism, proficiency and
compassion during a 12
month sensitive child protection investigation, as a result
of which a man was jailed for
ten years.
DC Mark Hall and DC
Darryl Mahoney, Tilbury, for
their professionalism and
hard work in the investiga-

his diligence.
tion of a complex, high value
theft, resulting i n a man
being jailed for 21 months.
Harman,
Pc
Simon
Southend and Pc Richard
Thomas, Chelmsford, for
their actions, whilst off duty
in Chelmsford on December
23 1995, when they went to
the assistance of a man who
had been hit on t h e head
with a n iron bar and suf-

fered serious injury. The officers gave chase and arrested
the assailant, who was later
charged with linlawful
wounding.
Pc Wayne Porter, Clacton,
for his tenacity and professionalism in investigating the
actions of a man arrested for
indecent exposure, who had
also been making indecent
telephone calls to females. By

using considerable tact with
t h e aggrieved parties he
ained evidence for 18 such
S to be taken into contion when t h e man

ignite a lighter. After a brief
struggle the man was arrested and received a custodial
sentence. (Other officers
have already received their

r a i l station on
14 1996, when a
ad climbed onto

November 25,1996 whilst offduty. She was a customer at
a petrol station when she

ogether with a n ambunceman he removed the
ody from the carriage roof,
espite the risk of residual
electricitv from the overhead
cables. The man suffered
extensive burns and, despite
the first aid administered at
the scene, unfortunately died
from these injuries.
Pc
Gary
Walczak,
Colchester, for his brave
actions a t Marks Tey on
August 13, 1995. On entering a house the officers were
confronted by a man throwing petrol around the house
and then at the officers. The
man t h e n attempted to

without any back up or the
usual equipment.
She
chased the two men responsible and caught one and
forced him the drop the cash
box before he escaped. All
the stolen cash was recovered.
DC Barry Taylor, Tiptree,
for his tenacity and professionalism over the last five
years which has resulted in
over 600 detections of crimes
ranging from rape to burglary a n d thefts i n t h e
Tiptree
and
Mersea
Sections, despite spending
long periods of time away
from his base station work-

Children most at risk from domestic hazards
ACCIDENTS happen to
dren every day, some minor,
some more serious a n d
unfortunately some prove to
be fatal.
Boys a r e more likely to
have an accident than girls.
he most common accident
is a fall. Other frequent accidents a r e being poisoned
and being burned.
Many of these accidents
could be prevented.
To prevent falls, s t a i r s
should be blocked with safety gates or barriers, top and
bottom. Bannisters which
can be climbed on or slipped
through should be blocked.
Fit all upstairs windows
with safety locks (hilt keep

the keys accessible in case of
fire).
I n pushchairs and highchairs fit a safety harness
properly adjusted and use it.
Preferably change babies
on the floor. If a higher surface is used get all equipmerit ready first - do not
leave the baby at any time.
Never put baby bouncers
on a table or chair - keep
them on the floor.
Teach children to tidy toys
away - lying around they
pose a tripping hazard.
Look for playgrounds
where swings are fenced off
and climbing frames are on
special surfaces.
Remind children never to

:.:.'.:.'.:.:.....................................................................
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run with anything in their
mouths or while carrying a
glass, scissors or pointed
TO prevent poisoning,
never leave a young child
alone in the kitchen.
Keep medicines and pills

out of sight and reach of
children, preferably locked
away in a cupboard.
Remind elderly visitors to
put any pills they may have
in a safe place.
Never give a n empty
household chemical container to your child to play with.
~
~
~ and~ garden
~

chemicalsshould be kept in
their original containers and
never transferred to 'POP'
bottles etc. Make sure all
tops are childproof.
TO avoid burning or scalding use a coiled flex on kettles and irons to stop them
dangling. Use back cooker
rings and always turn bandles inwards. Keep matches
and lighters out ofreach.
Never leave hot drinks
within reach of Young children. Put your tablecloths
away - one tug and hot food
or drink could scar for life.
Always use a full sized
fireguard over a gas, electric
Or Open fire. Always put cold
hwater
~ in l t h e db a t h before

adding the hot.
Talk to your children
about what to do in an emergency, such as fire.
Children need a safe environment to explore, learn
and s o w in. Older children
need to learn how to tackle
everyday dangers in order to
grow into safe adults.
For further information
please contact:ROSPA (Royal Society for
the Prevention of Accidents)
Cannon House, The
Priory,
Queensway,
Birmingham, ~4 6BS.
CAPT (Child Accident
Prevention Trust)
18-20 Farringdon Lane,
London, EC1R 3AU.

Pc peter Matheson and Pc
Michelle Mauger, Colchester,
for their efficiency and calmness a t Colchester on
November 15, 1996, when a
man was threatening to commit suicide by jumping off a
t h i r d floor balcony. Pc
Matheson climbed onto a
neighbouring balcony and
talked to t h e man who
turned to let go of the railing
but was grabbed by him and
with Pc Mauger's help was
pulled onto the floor of the
balcony where he then
struck out at the officers. He
was taken to the police station for his own safety.

The
Learning
Link
ARE you thinking of taking
up further education?
Would you like the opportunity to discuss your chosen
course with someone who
has already completed it, or
is currently studying?
If so, don't forget The
Learning Link, the informal
network of people who have
volunteered to suport anyone with concerns or questions about their courses.
For further information
contact Staff Development:
either Lesley Chilcott (extn
51112) or Jackie Elliott
(54157).

Boys will
boys!
POLICE a t Clacton were
called in when a six-year-old
boy handcuffed his ankles
together.
His mother reported that
she had bought the handcuffs some time ago and had
since lost the key!
Essex County Fire and
Rescue Service were alerted
and t h e boy was released
unharmed.
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e annual 999 Fayre held a t Tilbury.
mergency services put on a spectacular
splay which drew a crowd of 5,000 to the
t h 999 Fayre to be held in the Thurrock
e highlight was a mock a i r c r a s h a t
ich a new fire and rescue service inflatle walkway was used. This equipment
les rescuers t o crawl across ice a n d

out due t o unforeseen circumstances.
Organisers' spokesman P C J i m T a r b
said: "We would like to say a big thank yo
to the public for turning out again in thei
thousands t o support us."
Once accounts have been finalised, i t i
e x p e c t e d t h a t m o r e t h a n 25,000 will b
shared between emergency services' benev
lent funds and Thurrock charities.
Next year's 999 F a y r e will be h e l d o

Mobile lifeline
ror women
S I X months after they Since t h e i r i n t r o d u c t i o n , Pc
were first donated, mobile Yvonne Taylor, Southend domestic
phones being used by violence liaison officer, said they
have been making victims of domesvictims tic violence feel
more confiin Southend have be'ome
dent, knowing that they can ring for
a vital lifeline for ~ ~ l n e r ahelp
- if they need it.
She said: "These phones are being
ble women.

"Unfortunately, more and more women
are being put in fear by ex-partners following them and more incidents of stalking are
being reported," she said.
"These phones make a tremendous difference to threatened women and we are lucky
to have them, but we could do with more,"
said Pc Taylor.
One of the mobile phones was completely
smashed when it was hurled across the room
by a violent man, but not before the terrified
victim had time to use i t to contact the
police. It has since been repaired.
Pc Taylor commented: "The man, who had
a history of violence, has since been charged
with grievous bodily harm, but the charge
could easily have been murder if the victim
had not had a mobile phone."

More parish patrols

Pay news
from Unison

The five mobile phones were used so effectively and I do not think
there has been a time when one is going
given to Southend police domes- spare.
tic violence u n i t by t h e MPC
"IhavetoreviewthesituationandprioriMobile Phone Centre, Westcliff- tise on the greatest needs. For instance, a
man released from prison may s t a r t to
on-Sea and are connected
threaten his wife, so I have to look at taking
ly to the 999 service.
a phone away from someone else.

ESSEX Police revived a tradition dating
back to t h e 1600s t h i s week when i t
launched i t s largest P a r i s h Special
Constable initiative.
So far, Parish Specials have patrolled
individual villages or developments. But
now, volunteers have been specially recruited to serve their home villages in t h e
Dengie Hundred.
Seven Special Constables have now
joined, and will serve the area covered by
the Burnham-on-Crouch police section.
A need for the Specials was identified by
the Rural Consortium, a formal partnership
set up i n February 1996 between Essex
Police and the rural, farming and business
community.
Sponsored by Dengie Crop Dryers and
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Calor Gas, the Specials will work closely
with the area's Neighbourhood Watch coordinators, now all linked by a computer
network.
The volunteers follow in the footsteps of
Parish Constables, who were appointed as
custodians of the peace in villages throughout the Dengie Hundred before Essex Police
was formed in 1840.
These men, who were also in full-time
occupations, were compensated for this
work by a bounty of up to ten shillings for
presenting a rogue or a vagabond before a
magistrate.
The initiative was launched by the Chief
Constable, Mr John Burrow. A full report
will be in the October edition of The Law.

AS a result of pay negotiations by the
Essex Police Branch of Unison the pay
claim forwarded for support staff for this
year was for a substantial percentage
increase and a minimum basic hourly rate
of £4.26 per hour.
A meeting is also to be held to try and
iron out various concerns among staff in
the new Force Information Room.
Of particular concern are staff shortgaes
and the meeting with management, it is
hoped, will provide a joint approach to
address the issues.
All members of FIR are invited to raise
any concerns i n writing direct to t h e
Unison office.

Did you ride the storm?
OFFICERS working during the Great Storm of
1987 are being asked to contact BBC television,
particularly if they can shed some light on the
story of some surfers persuaded not to go into
the water at Wallesea Marina in Southend.
First Sight is making a documentary on the
storm to be broadcast on Thursday, October 16.
The intention is to paint a picture of the events
and its aftermath with human interest stories
from those who experienced the storm first hand.
As well as operational officers they want to
talk to those working in control rooms a t the
time.
Officers wanting to take part should contact
Beth Miller on 0181 228 8277 and also ensure
that they notify their line manager or divisional
commander.

NEW powers have been given to police to
confiscate alcohol where young people are
drinking in the street. The Confiscation of
Alcohol (Young Persons) Act 1997 is
designed to allow officers to deal with a situation where such drinking causes a nuisance to others, or may lead to further bad
behaviour. Details can be found in Policy
Guidelines, issue 35/97.
A new 'high response' grade - reported in last
month's Law - is set out in issue 36/97, which
also covers a new instruction under the Criminal
Procedure and Investigations Act 1996 for the
disclosure of forensic science material.
Also covered in issue 36 is policy regarding property found by employees of Essex
Police. Support staff and members of the
Special Constabulary who find property,
either on or off duty, have no claim in the
event of an owner not being identified.
Issue 37/97 covers entry search procedures in
HM Prisons. 'Rub down' searches will be given to
anyone entering prisons holding Category A prisoners, or where the governor has stipulated that
such searches must be used.
The Sex Offenders Act 1997 brings into
force the requirement for sex offenders to
register with t h e police in the area in
which they reside. Details of such offenders
will be held on the PNC Pheonix database.
Issue 38/97 summarises the provisions.
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End of an
era at FIR
TWO FIR inspectors are retiring this m o n t h a f t e r o v e r 53
years of service b e t w e e n them.
Inspectors Peter Dolphin
and John Ruffle have served
in the i n f o r m a t i o n r o o m during its m o s t significant change
- the move t o t h e n e w building.
R.ETIRElmwI'S
Insp George Florence of HQ
CID Operations retired in August

Basildon retires after 28 years
of semce
And Pc Jeffrey James of
Saffron Walden retires this
month on medical grounds
after nearly 21 years.
CITATION

Essex officer, DC Keith
Marsh, on secondment to NCIS
has been awarded a citation by
the Director General, Albert
hCey.
D; Marsh has been with
NCIS since April 1992 and is
after just over 30 years service.
to return to Essex at the
Insp Albert Wallace, who cur- due
end ofMarch next year.
rently works a t Westcliff, retires
OBITUARY
o n h i s 3 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y , 7 Former Billericay Traffic
September 1997.
Warden, Kenneth Merry, has
Also retiring
- on t h e 7th is DC died.
Mr Merry was a warden i n
Malcolm Byde of Clacton.
Thirty years of service have also the town for 22 years. He
been clocked up by Insp Michael was 68 years old and'had
Beaveridge of t h e S t a f f lived i n Billericay since
~ e v e l o ~ m e Section
nt
a t HQ, PS the age of two. He leaves
John Bowman of HQ Traffic, Pc a widow and a son.

CONGRATULATIONS to Peter Bettis, Chelmsford Scenes of
Crime, on being awarded a pass with credit University of
Durham Diploma in Scientific Support Skills.

t w e n t i e t h cheque t o charity.
The funds have been raised through sales of their mugs, tie tacks,
sweatshirts and T-shirts to visitors to the unit. The profit on each
item sold is saved for charity and every £50 that's raised is presented
to a good cause.
Over t h e l a s t four years, local a n d national charities including
BLISS, cancer research, MIND and the Essex hospices have all benefited from donations.
T h e l a t e s t cheque, bringing t h e g r a n d t o t a l t o £1000, will be
presented to the NSPCC.

Police office opens
at hospital
A N E W police office has b e e n o p e n e d at S o u t h e n d G e n e r a l
H o s p i t a l . T h e S o u t h e n d H e a l t h C a r e T r u s t , which r u n s t h e
hospital, has f u n d e d increased security m e a s u r e s at t h e site including cameras a n d a purpose built security office.
Working h a n d i n h a n d with Essex Police, t h e Trust has supplied
a n d furnished a n office which will also serve as accommodation for
Essex Police on t h e site.
The office will mainly be used by local N B 0 Pc S u e Bunting, but
can be accessed 24 hours a d a y by a n y officers, visiting t h e hospital.
It c a n b e u s e d as a b a s e w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h a n incident or for
taking statements from witnesses on t h e site.

Flag at
half mast
for Diana

Enter for
Queen's
Essay
Contest

FLAGS at police stations
across t h e county a r e flying at half m a s t t h i s
week following t h e d e a t h
of D i a n a , P r i n c e s s of
Wales, i n a road accident
i n Paris.
T h e union flags will fly
as a t r i b u t e u n t i l h e r
funeral on S a t u r d a y 6 t h
September.
With h e r regional
links, t h e Princess w a s
always a popular visitor
t o Essex.
D i a n a last visited t h e
county i n 1990, when s h e
visited t h e Customs a n d
Excise
offices
in
Harwich.

1 Name and Rank ............................................... I
I
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I
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THE 1 9 9 7 Q u e e n ' s
Police Gold Medal Essay
C o m p e t i t i o n is looking
at how t h e police works
w i t h t h e community on
crime issues.
This year's contest is
t i t l e d : 'Tough on
crime, tough on causes of crime.' To what
extent can police and
community partnerships assist in the
prevention, reduction
and detection of
crime?
CLASSIC Broads cruiser,
30ft X 9ft 6in X 2ft 6in; four
berths in two cabins; shower; toilet; galley, with cooker, fridge, hook-up facility;
recently out for painting and
anti-foul, £10,000. Sally
H a r t , HQ Fingerprint
Bureau, extn 52568.
CORNWALL
near
Newquay, Country Hotel
and restaurant set in ten
acres, with outdoor solar
heated pool; prices from £15
pp. Call for brochure 01637
880304.
CREAM and pink floral
metal action sofa bed, with
curtains to match; hardly
used; curtains still wrapped;
54 in drop; £170. Sally Hart,
HQ Fingerprint Bureau,
Extn 52568.
FOR sale Amstrad PCW
9256 word processor, comprises processor unit, keyboard, monitor, printer (dot
matrix), additional software:

Mini Office, Supercalc 2 spreadsheets, word processing, database, graphics.
Excellent condition £100
ono. Pc Barry Woods,
Canvey Island, extn 39188.
HIGHLAND Holidays, bed
and breakfast and evening
meal in t h e beautiful
Highlands of Scotland, en
suite, shooting, fishing,
walking, skiing, bird watching, many other pursuits, or
just relax in the comfort of
our Austrian-style home, set
in its own grounds. A 20 per
cent discount for all Essex
Police personnel past and
present. Andrew Nunn, ex
Chelmsford Traffic, 01479
841717.
LUXURY one-bedroom
Spanish pueblo style house
overlooking Mijas golf courses and Fuengirola. Malaga
airport half hour drive;
beach two miles. Recently
refurbished. South facing

terraces. Three pools with
children's paddling facilities
on site. Prices: for 2 people
£150 plw; 3-4 people £200
plw. Gary Glassfield, tel
01245 328262.
WET s u i t "Neoprene"
navylmid blue; sleeveless,
one-piece with llsleeved over
jacket; suit teenager, chest
30132; gloves, helmet £35.
Valerie Wilkes, HQ, extn
53384.
YPRES Belguim, town
house to rent, sleeps 416,
fully modernised, ideal base
for exploring battlefields,
Buges, coast and Calais
within one hour. For
brochure contact Dave
Bartlett 01507 523128.
T-SHIRTS, sweatshirts, etc,
for clubs, teams, events printed with your design or
photograph. Any quantity.
Phone Jacqueline or Adrian
Went, Braintree 01376
324731.

Encouraging
T h e competition is
open t o all serving members of t h e regular force
a n d t h e special constabulary.
T h e Chief
Constable is encouraging
e n t r i e s from Essex
Police.
T h e work needs t o be
between 4,000 and 5,000
words.
T h e f i r s t prize is Her
M a j e s t y ' s Gold M e d a l
a n d a cash prize of £500.
T h e two runners up will
receive E250 a n d £100
respectively.
A full list of t h e rules
of t h e c o m p e t i t i o n i s
a t t a c h e d t o 'Personnel
Bulletin' PB381197.

II

THE LAW, SEPTEMBER 1997

Essex bowls pair
hit the jack-pot
Comfortable m s werc recorded
wins for Sonny Todd (Kent) and
Derek Fulker (Hampshire).
i n t h e first round by Thames
Todd made a poor start in his Valley and Hertfordshire, but the
semi-final, being 15-0 down defending champions were tested
before recording his first shot and to the full by Hampshire before
making
~
~
~of N~ 5 ~ was never
~ able to ~make up the
~
~ progress,
t as were~Sussex
deficit, losing 21-10.
by t h e i r worthy Bedfordshire
region
the
Mercer could not reproduce his opponents.
of t h e J a r v i s Rivenhall fine form of the first round in his
Essex recorded a comfortable
Hotel and the excellent has- match against Prout, losing 22- win in their seml-final against
pitality of Witham Bowls 13.
whllst Thames
gave Herts a run for their money
I
n
t
h
e
final,
Fulker
came
up
club.
against t h e in-form Prout and before succumbing to t h e
F~~~~~ singles
R o y M e r c e r ( H e r t s ) m e t went down 21-8 to the Sussex f0rmldablepalr.
The final will live long in the
inspector.
another Middleton Cup player,
memones of all those present.
Russell Thompson (Beds) in
The defending charnplons
Pairs match
t h e tie of t h e first round.
played steadily, always managing
Newcomer Thompson was never
The pairs competition produced to better their opponents. By the
formidable painngs7 lnclud- 1 5 t h end Essex were i n w h a t
able to match the range of shots
ing
defending
champions John appeared to be a n unassailable
produced by Mercer, despite some
excellent draw bowling, and the S t e w a r t a n d John Anderson position, leading 19-4.
Y
partnerformer champion went on to play (Essex) and R ~ PAercer
A brace on the 16th end gave
eventual winner Tony P r o u t ing Malcolm Driscoll, a former Driscoll the mat and, bowling to
(Sussex) in the semi-finals.
National
Police
Singles shorter length, he began to discover some of the form that had
There were also first round Champion.

ESSEX Police hosted
the lgg7
singles and pairs
bowls championships.

between England and Australia
a t the Liberty Havering Bowls
club last month.

money"

Dates
Provisional dates for t h e
1997/98 season are T h u r s d a y , October 16,
Lordswood, Hants (leave HQ
llam),
Wednesday,
November 1 9 , Ampthlll,
Beds, Wednesday, December
10,
Thames
Valley,
Wednesday, J a n u a r y 1 4 ,
Welwyn, Herts; Thursday,
F e b r u a r y 12, H o r s h a m ,
Sussex, Thursday, March 12,
City of London

For the very first time, the competition is going
to be run as part of this year's Croker Cup contest.
All divisions are invited to put a team forward
for the event which will take place towards the
end of October at Headquarters.
If you'd like to put forward a team, contact Sue
Bishop at HQ on Ednet 50555. Sue is also organising the HQ team, so if you're based in
Springfield and would like to play, please give
her a call.

g r o u p i s now hoping t o
extend its services to counsel
children a s well.
The group is currently
scraping together funds - but
the bungee jump has already
raised over £450 with more
c a s h s t i l l t o come in. Pc
C r i s p said: "I absolutely
loved i t - i t was a fantastic
experience. I didn't h a v e
time to think about it when
we got u p t h e r e , I j u s t
jumped straight offr."
Anyone wishing to make a
contribution to CRUSE can
contact G r a h a m a t t h e
Basildon Coroners office.

THE new secretary of t h e

country running
section is Mick Bond, based
a t Copford, who succeeds Roy
Kebbell
1, h,, first newsletteras
~~~k commented
"May I take this opportun~ty,
~
on behalf of everyone associated with the sport, to thank
Roy for a l l h ~ tsi m e a n d
victory
efforts over t h e p a s t t e n
it^ some attacking bowls years,
during
from Anderson, Herts recorded recent seasons, when there
t h r e e more shots to leave t h e h a s been a decline ~n numspectators gasping, Essex dra~ned bers.
and M~~~~~ and ~
~
i "However,
~
~
~a s we
l look
l forthere 1s every reason to
embraced in delight in the middle ward,
be optim~stic.Cross country
of the green.
r u n n i n g i s a g r e a t way of
The winners go forward to the bulldlng your fitness, whatnational finals at llmarnock in ever your sport or ablllty 1
September.
look forward to seeing many
Consolation for John Anderson of you a t forthcoming events
was the awardlng of his lnterna- a n d showing t h a t E s s e x
tional umpires flash at the under Police are still able to give
police services a run for
25 international t e s t match

TEAMS for a new women's 5-a-sidefootball
competition are urgently needed.

CONQUERING h i s f e a r of
heights in a rather dramatic
fashion - Basildon's Coroners
Officer, Graham Crisp h a s
raised about £500 for charity.
Pc Crisp did a bungee jump
a t t h e recent O r s e t t Rock
Festival to raise money for
t h e Thurrock branch of t h e
bereavement counselling service, CRUSE.
T h e branch h a s been u p
and running in Thurrock for
nearly 2 years and now has a
waiting list of people who
need help. As chairman, Pc
Crisp has also taken a course
i n counselling and says t h e

New
,,a,,n
up and
running

won him t h e national t i t l e in
1987.
Pressing home their advantage,
Mercer and Driscoll recorded a
further 11 unanswered shots, to
go into the final end only 19-17
t
i
~
~
behind.

Anyone for
5-a-side?

the plunge
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Lottery
Results

their first game of the new season.

professional games has been postponed in light of the funeral of the Princess

I The game will be played later i n the season.
Tendring reel
in a win
THE Essex Police Choir is singing in Wivenhoe this

Choir in Concert

THE
Croker
Cup
Freshwater Angling was
held on Wednesday 13th
August with the following
results:
1st Tendring (12 points),
2nd HQ (lO),3rd Southend
(£9,4th Braintree (7), 5th
Rayleigh (6), 6th Harlow
(5), 7th Chelmsford (4).

month.
The concert is one of the last before the choir starts
rehearsals for the busy Christmas period. Tickets for
t h e event a t S t Mary's Church i n Wivenhoe on
Saturday 13th September a t 7.30pm cost £4 and are in
aid of Church funds.
If you're interested in joining the choir or finding out
about forthcoming concerts, please contact Jenny on
Ednet 50011.

THE result of this month's
lottery is as follows:
£1,500 DCStephen Smith,
Crime Ops HQ; £1,000 Pc
Kevin Maleary, Thorpe
Traffic; £500
Co l i n
Black, Stansted Airport;
£300 Pc Philip Martyn,
Harlow; e200 pc Andrew
Jones, Brentwood; E l O O
Pc Paul Henderson,
Brentwood Traffic.

Consolation
The following will receive
£50 consolation prizes:
Insp Richard Reeves,
Pitsea;
Pc
Peter
HeadRichardson,
quarters; Patricia Beatle,
Rayleigh; Insp John YeeKing, Southend; Pc
Stephen May, Clacton; Pc
Mairhi
Mowbray,
Rayleigh; Pc Andrew
Cryne, Headquarters;
Shirley
Turner,
Headquarters; Pc Hugh
Connerney, Halstead and
Pc Dennis Oliver, Bocking
Dog Section.
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Lifesavers'
Teeside
results
ESSEX
Police
Lifesavers entered
the
Cleveland
Constabulary open
lifesaving event a t
Teeside.
The Essex A team
( P h i l Dodd, S a r a h
Wadforth, Sarah Pike
a n d Dave Salman)
finished 13th and the
B
team
(Paddy
O'Toole, Brendan
Cox, Nigel Taplin and
Tim Wills) were
fourth in the competition.
Anyone interested
i n t a k i n g p a r t in
future competitions
should contact Phil
Dodd, a t Hedingham
(01787 460550).

tured during their visit to Essex.

Don't miss
the boat!
SPORTS a n d s o c i a l
secretaries
are
reminded that the
only way to make sure
your events a r e publicised i n The L a w is t o
get them t o t h e editors by t h e deadline
set out on the back
page each month!

with

Susan

Harries,

walk.

Cricketers triumph at Fenners
THE Gentlemen of Essex CID Cricket
Club hosted Roger Buxton's XI a n d
Royston V e t s i n two m a t c h e s a t
Fenners, both of which saw the detectives gain conclusive victories.
I n t h e f i r s t encounter with Essex
Radio's s p o r t i n g g u r u s , P a y n e a n d
Miller's boiling figures of 5-28 and 2-5
respectively helped dismiss the opposition for 149.
G r e a t fielding by Bloxham a n d
Adams was a sight to behold.

The police obtained t h e r u n s i n 36
overs, with English gaining half a century, ably assisted by Jones (321, both
not out, to give t h e police victory by
eight wickets.
Against Royston - who had beaten us
earlier i n t h e season a t Barlev - t h e
police lost the toss and were put into
bat, making 223, including 78 from
m e s t ~ l a" v e rPinkerton (Stock CC) and
49 by Hancock.
The opposition, who stonewalled the
L

police side for most of their innings,
doggedly reached 155 with Ketteridge
making63.
~

~by guest~ woodward
l
2-30
i and

3-8,
by some
excellent fielding
- by
. Hurley and catches
behind t h e stumpsby
Hanley
helped award the match to t h e detectives by 68 runs.
R E Miller

Calling all
wouldbe
power
lifters
COLCHESTER Pc Eric
Turnbull is keen to hear from
anyone interested in taking
up the sport of powerlifting.
All classes, male and
female are welcome to join,
~ with the
~ incentive of entering
a t e a m i n April next year
into the inter-force competition, to try to beat the Met!
Instruction
can
be
arranged, if required. Anyone
interestedd is asked to cont a c t Eric on B shift a t
Colchester.
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