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Launchingthis year's drink-drive message are Acting Chief lnsp Tony Rayner,
Jim Ridge and Great Eastern representative Mike Reynolds.

THE message to all partygoers this Christmas is 'use public
transport' as Essex Police joins forces with train and bus
companies to combat drink driving.
And to reinforce this message the relative of a drinkdrive spoke of his loss at the launch of this year's
campaign.
For full storv
" see page 3.
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HOT on the heels
of
Operation
Catchment, Essex
Police
has
embarked
on
another
joint
major investigation
after the
discovery of a
second series of
sex attacks.
Following the first
operation
involving
Essex Police, British
Transport Police a n d
the Metropolitan force,
a 40-year-old man was
charged with three

By Heather Watts

on a 22-year-old woman in
Westcliff,
both
on
September 12.

counts of rape a n d
conspiracy to pervert
the course of justice.
The latest investigation,
codenamed
Monarch, again involves
Essex
and
the
Metropolitan Police but
also Sussex.
It began with the rape of
a 15-year-old girl in
August, in Leigh-on-Sea,
followed by a minor indecent assault on a 16-yearold girl in Queensway
underpass, Southend, and
a serious indecent assault

striking similarities and it is
believed that the same man
committed the attacks.
An incident room was set
up in Southend and the
response from the public has
been good but we are still
appealing for more help.
Subsequent inquiries have
revealed that a rape in
Brighton of a n 18-year-old
woman in August and the
rape of a 28-year-old woman
in the early hours of
September 13 at S t John's
Wood, London, are linked to
the Essex offences.
continued on page 3
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New recruits to analyse crime
NEW recruits will lead the way in Essex
Police plans to be more intelligence led.
Following the appointment earlier this year
of Principal Analyst Allison Bowers and two
other intelligence analysts, based at headquarters, nine more have been recruited to
work on each division except Stansted Airport.
They will provide support to divisions and
form some of the links between intelligence
units, command teams and the Central
Intelligence Bureau, giving analytical support
at all levels.
It will also speed up the crime recording
process and be tied in with the revision to call
handling and crime desks.
The latest recruits will undergo a five week
training course and be on divisions at the
beginning of March next year.

By utilising information, picking out what is
relevant, looking a t what i t means and
examining any implications, they will identify
trends or comparisons on particular j ~ b s
which will enable them to make certain
predictions.
One of the offences on Operation Monarch
was found due to analysis on Operation
Catchment. Cross border offences can
therefore can be identified as well.
Within divisions this can be done by looking
a t weekly and monthly trends of offenders and
offences. Hierarchies of offenders can be identified leading to targeting of certain criminals.
Overall intelligence led policing will
complete a large jigsaw which will mean
better ~ l a n n i n gfor the future and a higher
success rate in detecting crime.
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Play depicts
tragedy of
drink-driving
WITH Christmas coming up
the public are once again
reminded of the tragic
consequences of drinking and
driving.
We know it is an all year
round problem, particularly
for those officers who have to
deal not only with the wreckage on the roads but also the
families and friends left
behind.
One particular
officer's crusade follows just
such a tragedy.
Pc Caten arrived at a crash
to find he knew the victims,
two sisters from Ongar. One
was killed outright, the other
was seriously injured.
This tragedy inspired the
anti drink-driving play Too
Much Punch For Judy.
A recent appeal sponsored
by local companies and
Epping and Loughton Town
councils has meant that ten
performances of the hard
hitting play can be performed
in the Epping and Harlow
area before Christmas.

Efficiency targets
JACK Straw has stressed the
need for police forces to meet
efficiency targets.
At a recent conference he
said: "This means re-investing in front line policing to
protect the public, reduce
crime and catch criminals."
He has identified areas
such as restructuring top
heavy
management
to
community policing and
police on the beat.
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Don't be brow beaten
LOTS of calls come
into t h e office o n t h e
subject
of
commutation, which
always r a i s e s its
h e a d normally about
Government budget
time.
It didn't help t h a t a
ran a
national newspaper
full page
speculative
feature on t h e fact that
the
Chancellor
was
looking at this as a
finance option.
We must remember this
was not just about police
pensions (which makes a
change). This would effect all
private and company run
pension schemes which,
under Inland Revenue rules,
allow up to a quarter of your
pension to be given up in
return for a lump sum, i.e.
commutation. This would
A

BETTER, VALUE HOME, lWSU
* WIDE
NGE OF DlSCOUNlS
I)

* PREMIUM WAIVER BENEFIT, If your pay is cut due to sickness,

w e will pay your home insurance premium for up to two years.
This benefit is Free.

* LEGAL ADVICE HELPLINE.
= GREEN FLAG H O M E ASSISTANCE PLUS. Total peace of
mind that help is at hand for domestic emergencies - 24 hours a
day. N o other company provides this level of cover at no extra
charge. E 7 00 parts and 4 hours labour cover for broken
windows, doors and locks, plumbing, drainage electrical and gas
problems. Cover now extended to include roofing cover at no
extra charge.
CHOICE OF PLANS, Bedroom rated or sum insured - to ensure
right price
INTEREST FREE MONTHLY INSTALMENTS AND CREDIT
CARD PAYMENTS,

Resettlement
course dates
I HAVE been asked to give
you the dates for next
year's
resettlement
courses.
These are February 15
to 17, March 4 to 6, June 14
to 16 and November 8 to
10, with each course
having about 15 places.
be
Details
will
circulated on pinks.

effect all sorts of workers,
including
Members
of
Parliament!!!
We are told they are just
suggestions, but still it would
not hurt if you wrote to your
local MP or voiced your
concerns at their surgery
because, when we are asked
what are we doing about it, I
can say that the media
appear to be running an antipolice
campaign
with
constant editorials about bad
policing,
sickness
and
corruption. You name it, we
have been slated about it.

However, it's a different
story when you try getting a
reply back in print! I know
nationally how difficult it is
to get the other side of the
coin printed.
The last article I read was
on how much of your
Federation money was being
spent on pursuing claims on
your behalf. Don't let them
try and brow beat us down.
The
Federation
will
continue, as it has in the past,
to support officers in the
pursuit of claims and let the
courts decide any outcome.

Christmas cards on sale
CHRISTMAS cards are now available from the
Federation Office a t 50p each.
These are the ones with a view of police
headquarters and all profits go to charity.
On a light note, may I thank you for all the
support you have given us over the past year
and, on behalf of Dave Jones, Mick Englefield,
Trish Morley, Marilyn Carr, Lucy Wheddon and
myself, may I wish you a Meny Christmas and a
truly prospemus New Year.

THE LAW, DECEMBER 1998

Hunt for serial
sex attacker
continued from page l
The joint investigation is
now being led by Commander
Paddy Tomkins of the
Metropolitan Police Service,
assisted
by
Divisional
Commander of Crime for
Essex Police, Lee Weavers,
who headed the original
phase of the inquiry.
Operation Monarch is to
feature on BBC Television's
Crimewatch on December 15.
Commander Tomkins said:
"The three forces involved in
this investigation are focused
on the suspect. We hope the
Crimewatch reconstruction
will sharpen that focus and
lead to the vital information
that we need."
It is believed that the man
is still offending and all three
forces are looking at unsolved
rapes and indecent assaults.
Other forces and the
National Crime Faculty have
also been contacted, although
Commander Tomkins said:
"The fact that he has struck
in these three areas is obviously significant and we are
appealing for anyone who
knows a man who travels
between north west London,
Southend and Brighton to
come forward. We are hoping
that in particular a friend or
relative of this man might
recognise his description and
get in touch."
Two E-fits have been issued
and will be shown on
Crimewatch.
The suspect is described as
white, aged between 20 and
30, of medium build and
about 5'8" to 5 10" tall. He
has short brown hair, possibly wavy on top and shorter
a t the sides.
The special joint force
inquiry team number for
anyone with information is
0800 389 2873.

Don't kiss your licence goodbye
POSTERS are adorning railway stations
and buses across the county to ensure
that this Christmas motorists abide by
the anti drink-drive message.
Great Eastern has sponsored the production of the posters as well as signs on
petrol stations pumps bearing the Essex
Police crest and the slogan Don't kiss
your licence goodbye. Christmas is better
by train.
Other posters urging the use of public
transport will be displayed on Eastern
National and Thamesway buses.
At the high profile launch a t
Brentwood railway station representatives from the different agencies were on
hand to speak to the media.
Also a t the launch was Mr Jim Ridge
whose sister-in-law Jackie was killed in
a n accident back in January this year in

Brentwood. Her two-year-old daughter
Louise was seriously injured in the back
of the vehicle and her nine-year-old son
James was also hurt. A man has since
been sentenced to four years imprisonment.
Mr Ridge spoke about the trauma the
family faced and the loss they are still
trying to come to terms with.
As usual Essex Police continues to
support the national drink-drive campaign with this year's advertising
focused on 17 to 24 year-old men who
form a disproportionately high number
of number of drink-drive fatalities and
casualties.
Traffic's Acting Chief Inspector Tony
Rayner, said: "Recently released figures
indicate a slight rise in the proportion of
road deaths attributable to alcohol mis-

use. Drink accounts for nearly a fifth of
all fatalities on our roads. That amounts
to about 15 people in Essex killed annually due to drinking and driving.
"Essex Police wages a n all year war
against those who endanger other people's lives by drinking and driving. This
campaign is an important statement of
our determination to either deter or
detect them."
During the Christmas drink-drive
campaign of 199617 a total of 4,332 drivers were asked for breath tests. Of these
107 motorists tested positive (2.47 per
cent).
During the Christmas drink-drive
campaign of 199718 a total of 11,448
drivers were asked for breath tests. Of
these 342 motorists tested positive (3
per cent).

A financial challenge
THE spending settlement for
1999/2000 announced by the
Government this month has set
Essex Police a tough challenge,
writes Norman Hicks.
Work is well under way to identify
efficiency savings within the force and
the impact on operational services will
be kept to an absolute minimum.
Extra costs will have to be met for
National Insurance and pay, with significant financial implications also identified arising from the Crime and Disorder
Act and policing the Millennium.
The settlement, announced by the
Home Office on December 2, will enable
Essex Police to increase its spending by

1.7 per cent for 199912000, assuming a
council tax rise of 4.5 per cent.
In addition the force will receive £2
million for expenditure on IT and communications infrastructure and staffing
to support the transfer of responsibilities from the Metropolitan Police for
policing the remainder of the area of
Epping Forest District Council.
The new funding arrangement will
enable Essex Police to increase its
1998199 budget of £163.6 million to
£166.4 million, assuming a 4.5 per cent
council tax increase. The budget will be
confirmed by the Essex Police Authority
early next year, when members will
consider the implications of other levels

Four charged with crueltv to children
FOUR women have been charged with
offences of cruelty to children following a
joint operation with Essex Social
Services.
Operation Camberley was centred on
The Old Convent, Moor Hall Lane,
Bicknacre, near Chelmsford.
The women were arrested a t the
home, a charitable trust for children and
adults, some of which have learning and
physical disabilities.
The investigation, which started
earlier in the year, and the operation

involved over a 100 police and social
workers.
Two of the women have also been
charged with conspiracy to pervert the
course of justice.
A 26-year-old man arrested in
Cornwall has been charged with assault
occasioning actual bodily harm, common
assault, ill-treatment of a young person
and unlawful imprisonment.
All five people have been bailed to
appear before Chelmsford Magistrates
on March 18.

of council tax increases.
Philip Onions, Essex Police Assistant
Chief Officer (Support) said: "This is a
very difficult settlement, although it is
in line with our expectations. Essex
Police faces increases in expenditure of
£1.7 million on National Insurance, as
well as the full year costs of pay awards
in 1998 of 4 per cent for police officers
and 3.75 per cent for support staff.
"In addition, there are demands with
significant financial implications arising
from the Crime and Disorder Act and
policing the Millennium. Nevertheless,
the challenge is being accepted, efficiency improvements are being identified
and the force will seek to minimise the
impact on operational services."
John Newing, the President of the
Association of Chief Police Officers, said
in relation to the overall national skttlement that it leaves the police service
well short of what it needs. He said:
"Let's be realistic. Government cannot
expect any public service, least of all the
police, with their wide responsibilities,
to meet all the public's expectations with
such a shortfall."
It has been estimated that the police
service needs 6.1 per cent to stand still
and that one per cent is needed to fund
the increase in the police pension
scheme alone.
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Officers rescue
pregnant pooch
HANGING upside down by
your ankles is all in the name
of duty when there is a
helpless pregnant Jack
Russell stranded down a
well.
This is the scenario which
met
constables
Stuart
Burrells and Jo Bridge from
the Thurrock division, after
whimpering was heard in the
undergrowth near Tilbury's
landing stage.
Stuart traced the noise to a
12ft well and called for
assistance to help rescue the
terrified pooch.
Holding Jo by her ankles
she dangled head first down
the well and grabbed the dog
which turned out to be a n
extremely affectionate Jack
Russell believed dumped by a
heartless owner.
J o said: "I managed to grab
hold of the dog by the scruff
of her neck. She's a lovely
affectionate dog and was
obviously happy to get out of
there. We just happened to
be in the right place at the
right time."
Taken initially to Gemini
Kennels in Wickford, Lucy
has now been rehomed with
a new family and is due to
give birth to pups as we go to
press.

ON arrival at its destination
of Loughton a recent
consignment of goods had
over half its contents
missing.
The American consignment had gone via Heathrow
and Stansted and the
onerous task of investigating
the disappearance of 52
bottles of Viagra pills has
fallen to Essex Police who
are aware that they may be
looking for a team of
hardened criminals.
II

For display advertising in The Law contact Kevin Sheldon at Sentinel Publications on 01782 602510
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A proud member of the police family

end your letters to:
e Law Press Office,

A message
messengers
DID any readers of The Law
(or people known to them)
serve in the Police Auxiliary
Messenger Service during
the 2nd World War?
The reason I ask is that I
am trying to help a Mr J.
Stallwood who is compiling a
book about messengers who
served in the civilian services
(police,civil defence, national
and auxiliary fire services
etc) in this period.
Very little is known about
these young volunteers who
performed this duty sometimes at great risk to
themselves.
For example the Imperial
War Museum hasn't a book
devoted
entirely
to
messengers
and
a
spokeswoman
for
the
museum stated that such a
volume would fill a gap in the
knowledge of the civilian
services' contribution to the
war effort.
However, she further
stated
that
isolated
references had appeared in
other volumes but not in any
detail.
What would be of great
interest would be any memoirs (comic, tragic, dramatic),
also details of training,
duties, whether bicycles were
supplied, uniforms issued
etc.
I know its a lot to ask but
any information would be
most gratefully received.
If any reader wold like to
contribute to this project my
name and address is as
follows: Mr A.G. Cox, 103
Gorseway, Rush Green,
Romford, Essex RM7 ORR.
Tel: 01708 765233.
A.G.Cox
Romford

ON SUNDAY, November 1, very sadly,
my mother passed away and the grief
felt by her sudden death was increased
all the more by virtue of the fact that
there was no time to say goodbye.
With four sons and a nephew who,
together, have given 139 years service to
Essex Police, and through her
involvement with fun days and band
concerts of years gone by, she had got to
know many officers and civilian staff
members of the force.
In fact the only thing missing from her
little home in Westcliff, which was a
well-known tea-stop, was a blue light
above the front door.
Mother was a very good cook and, in
years gone by, her culinary skills were
often sought for promotion and
retirement 'do's' as well as CID
hospitality functions, and I have lost
count of the times where she just
happened to have a few apples left over
to make a pie or two or, at other times, a
bread pudding for the boys and girls on
night duty. In every sense of the word
she was a very proud member of the
larger police family.
Police officers in the course of their
duties all too frequently find themselves
dealing with death and other traumatic
incidents, but it's not until a loved one is

taken away that the reality of such a loss
strikes home.
Since my mother's passing, my father,
brothers, sister and I and our respective
families have received many cards and
letters expressing sympathy plus further
personal condolences from friends and
colleagues around the county, when often
the shake of a hand or an arm around
the shoulder is an indication of support.
Such action is worth a multitude of

words.
On behalf of all my family members,
through The Law newspaper, I would
wish to express sincere thanks and
appreciation for the kindness afforded to
us.
I can say, without doubt, 'our mum'
would have been most pleased that so
many people would have thought that
she was worthy of their kind messages.
Det Supt David Bright, Southend

It's been a pleasure and a privilege
I WOULD like to thank everyone who
sent me most kind and thoughtful
messages and expressions of goodwill
upon my recent retirement.
It was always with a sense of pride
that I went about my work with Essex
Police. The quality of service generated
by police officers, from staff in support
services and the dedication of my
colleagues who worked with me in the
department's 'engine rooms', were
always major motivating factors for me,
and I'll miss getting the buzz from it all.
Upon my leaving, I pay tribute to my
colleagues for providing a very wide
range of services in support of Essex
Police. In addition, through the

department we have established close,
professional working relationships with
the chairman and members of the Police
Authority over the years, the Police
Federation and Unison.
I will miss all of this most interesting
activity, the sharing of achievements and
the down sides too, and how we all got to
know each other pretty well. It has been
a pleasure and a privilege to have been
part of the Essex Police service and
highly fulfiling.
I wish you all a very happy Christmas
and every success with the continuing
development of Essex Police in the New
Year and beyond.
Peter Crook, Chelmsford

Chain of command needs review
I WAS appalled when I matter but people above these
read the article in the should answer to the public.
As for the staff a t thedog
newspaper
headline
you must have h a d others knowing
kicked and strung i t was going on - a n d t h e then Chief
up dogs'.
Constable
should have
been
-

---

.
--

-

I believe t h a t this matter
should not end up as a 'Sandon'

informed. After a l l h e w a s o u r
nominated man.

I believe t h e chain of command i n
Essex Police seriously needs looking
into! AS you know public opinion h a s
dropped for this force.
Former Alsation owner
Mr R. A. White
Chelmsford

Unwanted
bike manuals
required
MYSELF and several
colleagues in the Rayleigh
division have formed the
Police
'Rayleigh
Motorcycle Club'.
One of our aims is to
promote self help with
repairs and to perpetuate
safe motorcycling among
members.
When
we
expand we will take in
daily rides and the like,
but at the moment, whilst
the club is in its infancy, I
would like to make an
appeal to readers of The

Law.
I am trying to build up a
library
of motorcycle
workshop manuals for all
sorts and types of bike.
If any reader has any
manuals a t home that
helshe doesn't think they
want to hang on to any
longer then please could I
have them. We do not have
any doney at our disposal
a t the moment, but we are
certainly willing to pay for
anything which may be of
use to us.
If
anything
is
forthcoming then please
could it be sent to me via
Rayleigh police station.
Thank
you
in
anticipation of success.
Ken Elliott
Rayleigh

South Africa is hospitable and cheap
MY wife and I have just returned from a
holiday in Kwa-Zulu, Natal, South
Africa, staying at Scottburgh, and I
would strongly recommend a visit.
The only drawback is a 14 hour flight
with a 90 minute stop when you aren't
allowed off the plane.
The weather is good, food very English
and the people very friendly and at the
moment cost of living is very cheap. We
stayed in a hotel on the edge of the
Indian Ocean where a glass of wine was
37p, in the local pubs it was 32p and in
the police bar just 15p.
The IPA officers in Durban were very
good. June and I were guests at the
rugby stadium to watch an important
match, entertained in their hospitality
box with an excellent seat and steady
supply of drinks and food.
I was invited to spend a day with the
Durban City Police and my host was
Chief Insp Derek Moorhouse. He was
previously in the Military Police
stationed a t Cherry Tree Camp,
Colchester from 1960 to 1964.
Three of his colleagues joined Essex
Do you remember Derek Moorhouse? He is pictured on the
Police
- Peter Woodcock, John Mallery
right with Information Room inspector Frank, Stuart Mather, an
and MacKintosh (Tosh).
Austrian Officer and his wife and
African police Officer,
If any of those officers are reading this
Yvonne.
Derek would like to hear from you or

I DON'T know how to begin to
thank you all for t h e many
presents, get well cards and wishes
you sent during Max's illness and
for your attendance, and all the
beautiful floral tributes a t his
funeral.
He would have been so proud to
have seen so many of his friends
turn out for him, and I particularly
wish to thank the police officers
who carried his coffin.
A special mention must go to

anyone else who remembers him.
During my tour I went to the firearms
section in the basement and saw a huge
collection of revolvers, rifles, shotguns,
tear gas and rubber bullets.
I was also shown the information room
which houses monitors from 300 cameras situated at important places in the
city. They say it has greatly reduced
crime. They also have a speed camera on
every traffic light.
They then took me on a sightseeing
tour of the city in a 'crime car' when I
had to wear a flack waistcoat under mv
shirt. I saw many parts of Durban a
tourist would not see and I must confess
I felt uncomfortable in some of the poorer black areas.
I was then dropped off at the IPA guest
house. An Austrian officer and his wife
were staying there at a daily cost of £3 in
a self-catering apartment.
I also met Stretch Huehes.
a retired
"
superintendent. He lives in a detached
four-bedroom
bungalow, with
a
swimming pool in the front garden and
is on the shire of the Indian ocean. The
bungalow next door is for sale and the
asking price is £25,000 - very tempting.
If only I was just about to retire.
Stuart Mather, Hullbridge
their care and concern during the
last months.

Chief Inspector Roger Lowe, who
I'm told, organised the funeral
single handedly.
I thank him for such a
~ a r v e l l o u sjob from the bottom of

my heart.
I also thank Pc David Letch and
his wife Pam, Sgt Alan Goodey and
his wife Amanda, Pc Terry Irving
and Inspector Gwyneth Willims for

They helped to keep Max and I
cheerful through our darkest days.
My last thanks go to Wendy
Rawlings of police welfare. The
friendship and practical help she
has given can never be repaid.
Thank you Wendy and many
thanks to each and every one of you
for your kind generosity.
Lynne Bacon
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Domestic violence
therapy sessions

Big load
generates
media
interest

AN initiative aimed a t
reducing domestic violence is
due to go into action in the
Colchester division next
month.
It will involve a series of
group
therapeutic
discussions between trained
staff and men who commit
domestic violence.
The expert listeners are
being provided by the
Probation Service, Essex
Social Services and the
Colchester Women's Aid
Foundation. The project,
entitled Challenge, is being
launched by the Colchester
Inter-Agency
Domestic
Violence
Forum, which
includes the police.
The sessions will not
replace prosecution. They
will be an option for men who
have not been prosecuted and
also those whose attendance
is the result of a court order.
Families workers will stay
in touch with the men's partners to ensure they fully
understand what is entailed
and, hopefully, achieve a
lifestyle devoid of violence.
success
of the
The
initiative hinges on each
man's desire to change his
behaviour.

WHAT is over 100 metres
long, 5.35 metres high, over 5
metres wide, weighs in the
region of 550 tons and travels
a t a n average 4mph? The
answer, the biggest load ever
moved on UK public roads.
A new power station is
being constructed at Enfield
i n North London and
Abnormal Load Engineering
based in Stafford have been
contracted to move the gas
turbine, generator and transformer onto site.

Journey
The first load, the generator weighing in at 390 tons,
moved on "Friday the 1 3 t h
from Tilbury Docks through
to the abnormal loads lay-by
near Junction 31 of the M25.
The next day it slowly completed its journey
The
largest ever load, the gas turbine with an cstirnated value
of f 45 m~llion,successfully
completed its journey on the
weekend of November 27 and
28. The final load, the transformer, will be transported
somet~me m ~ d to late
January 1999.
The oneration has taken a
year
of planning and
generated quite a bit of
media interest. The size of
the load meant that street
furniture and a central reservation had to be removed and
a t three road bridges crossing
the M25 there was only one
and half inches clearance. At
Skinners Road Bridge the
load had to crossover to the
opposite carriageway to get
under the Bridge and some of
the fascia on the Homesdale
tunnel had to be removed
with the driver carefully
negotiating his way through
to avoid the lighting.
Sgt Dave Downing said: "I
have thoroughly enjoyed
being involved in this project,
i t was a very interesting
experience that has come
towards the end of my police
service. It has also taught us
a great deal about the transportation of abnormal loads
and this will be put to good
use when similar abnormal
loads are expected to be
travelling Essex roads next
year."

Preaching to the
absent minded
FOLLOWING a spate of
thefts from churches in the
Epping and Ongar area a
recent seminar a t Loughton
sponsored
by
The
Ecclesiastical
Insurance
Group was held highlighting
church security and personal
clergy safety.
Crime Prevention officer
Bob Higgs from Ongar said:
"The seminar was very successful with over 75 churches
being represented."
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Rebuilding confidence
after cruelty case
DEPUTY Chief Constable
Charles Clark admitted it
was a bad day for Essex
Police, but the conviction
of three former officers of
the dog section on cruelty
charges last month has
strengthened the force's
resolve to rebuild public
confidence in its ability to
care for its police dogs.
Already, a n independent review
of the Sandon-based section and
its training methods is under way,
involving officers from other
forces and the RSPCA.
Insp Mick Gurden, former head of
Crime Prevention and a dog handler
for ten years, has returned to the
section to take charge.
Following the verdict, Insp Gurden
spent two days with the ACPO Subcommittee on Police Dogs, a t the
invitation of its chairman, Mrs
Pauline Clare, Chief Constable of
Lancashire, briefing them on the
background to the trial and discussing
with them what lessons can be drawn
from it for national training.
He has already invited the media to
the Sandon training centre, where
they were able to film dogs in training
and interview handlers and senior
officers about the section.
Also present was RSPCA Chief
Inspector Andy Mitchell, who was told
he or his inspectors are welcome to
visit any time, without notice.
Following the November 5 verdict
at Chelmsford Magistrates' Court, Mr
Clark told a press conference: "I think
the RSPCA need to be assured that

By Norman Hicks
police dog training in Essex and elsewhere is of the standard that they
would hope. We have had a n open
door policy with the RSPCA and we
will continue to do that. They are free .
to visit our premises at any time they
like to see how we conduct the
training."
Of the cruelty allegations and the
death of police dog Acer in training
last November, which led to the trial
of four officers from the dog section,
Mr Clark said: "Essex Police are not
proud of what has gone on here. We
regret the death of Acer very much
and we regret what has happened in
this whole matter."
v

The dog section has a long and
proud record of public service and a
strong bond exists between its officers
and their animals, said Mr Clark.
The prosecution was pursued
because E~~~~ police believed it a
matter which warranted examination
in open court. I t followed a thorough
internal investigation, prompted by
blowingn by a former dog
handler, he said.
"The training in Essex Police up
until this time and since that time has
been completely and utterly within
the national guidelines and they are
strictly controlled by Home Office
standards."
Since the trial began in October,
Essex Police has received hundreds of
letters and phone calls from members
of the public. "They have been
appalled by what has gone on, as we

are. We have responded to every letter
individually," said Mr Clark.
He said it was difficult to give cast
iron guarantees about what might
happen in the future, but he felt "very
confident to say I can guarantee that
this won't ever happen again."
The task ahead of the force now was
to rebuild public confidence in its
fitness to look after animals.
He said: "I think the public will take
a long time to actually believe that
what we do here is humane and the
right things to do, but as I have said,
we will have an open door policy for
the RSPCA and the public.
"If anybody wishes to see our dogs
being trained they can call in at short
notice and they will be welcomed, as
will the press, as will the RSPCA. We
need to do t h a t to regain public
confidence."

Dog handlers appeal against convictions
FOLLOWING
the
prosecution of four Essex
officers
under
the
Protection of Animals Act of
1911, three were convicted
and one acquitted.
Sgt Andrew White (38)
was found guilty of seven
charges of causing another
to cruelly ill treat police
dogs by the hanging
method of correction, on
various dates between
September and November
1997.
He was sentenced to a
total of four months'
imprisonment.

Pc Kenneth Boorman (46)
was fopnd guilty of six
similar. offences and was
also jail.ed for four months.
Pc Stephen Hopkins (42)
was found guilty of one similar offence and was
ordered to complete 200
hours community service
and to pay £1,000 costs
following the three-week
trial
at
Chelmsford
Magistrates' Court.
All three officers had
denied all the charges
against them and have
lodged notice of appeal
against conviction and

sentence. The appeal will
be heard a t Chelmsford
Crown Court on February
23, 1999. Andrew White
and Kenneth Boorman
were freed on bail, pending
their appeals.
A disciplinary hearing
before the Chief Constable
will take place in due
course.
The
fourth
accused
officer, Insp Graham Curtis
(44) was acquitted of three
charges of 'wantonly or
unreasonably omitting to
give an order to stop an act,

namely
the
hanging
method of correction in
training, thereby causing
unnecessary suffering to
police dogs'.
Seven charges of causing
another to cruelly ill treat
police dogs by the same
hanging method in training
had
earlier
been
withdrawn, after Mr Gray
ruled some of the evidence
as
inadmissible.
Insp
Curtis had denied all the
charges against him.
He still faces the possibility of disciplinary action.

For display advertising in The Law contact Kevin Sheldon at Sentinel Publications on 01782 602510

6

b

THE LAW, DECEMBER 1998

,

/l
j:

THE LAW. DECEMBER 1998

:omplete ownership."
rease in sensitivity has
recent cases, particularly
iffic when dealing with
le responsible for serious
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Stansted Special constable Louise Beattie packs Bobby off on one of his many trips which raised over E2,000 for
Children in Need.

with the help of KLM UK who
donated the tickets, and BAA.
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Planned to be shown at the
end of next year as part of
the Millennium entertainment.
three months in a terraced
house
in
Greenwich
restored to the exact specification of the era.
There will be no central
heating, no refrigeration,
no detergent and no penicillin, but the biggest deprivation for the children
may be no television.

."

Commended. Constables Kevin Carter, Colin Day, Stephen Brown, Richard Jones, John Toms and Stephen
Blaxland.

THE
outstanding
and
Courage
professionalism of a
number of officers
has been recognised
by the presentation
of certificates of
commendation
by
Chief
Constable
David Stevens,

bravery whilst arresting a
d r u n k e n m a n o n suspicion

had suffered a heart attack, stolen a motor vehicle and
his vehicle ending up on its could be involved in burglaside in a drainage ditch.
ries.
of~h~~
threats
to
were surrounded by a
Together with a member of
Both men subsequently
the
public
he
pulled
the
drivadmitted
theft of the vehicle
hostile crowd of ten to 15 peaer out of his vehicle and per- and 16 burglaries in the
but, despite the adverse
odds, put up spirited resistformed
c a r d i o ~ u l m o n a r ~Basildon, Southend and
ancc and overcaIne their
resuscitation until the arrival Chelmsford areas and were
attackers. ~h~~~ of the crowd of the paramedics. Without convicted a t Basildon Crown
From the beginning of
were arrested before assishis prompt and efficient Court, receiving four years
March, when they move in,
actions at the scene the man and 20 months imprisontan,, arrived, ,hen further
would have died.
ment.
arrests were made.
the family will be exposed
Stephen
Brown,
Pc Kevin Carter and Pc
Pc
PC Stephen Blaxland,
pc Hugh Conerney and
to every detail from turn of
John Toms, Bocking Traffic Brentwood and Pc Colin Day,
the century living.
his brother, Pc Kevin ~ ~ ~ h fl f i c
~ wasi ~ h
were cornmended for their Harlow were commended for
his actions
If YOU are interested in Conerney,
based
a t mendedIS,for 1998
when on
he courage on April 6, 1998 their tenacity when chasing
becoming stars applicants Halstead were commend- attended a road accident in when arresting a man who two suspects in Ongar on
you should call 0171 485
e d for t h e i r outstanding ~~~~l
co till^^^
way, was believed to be armed, fol- December 15, 1996.
7424.
courage, initiative a n d southend, where the driver
lowing an incident in
Although no specific offence
Dunmow where local officers had been reported, they
had been threatened.
chased the two suspects for a
They pursued the man and considerable distance. During
although a violent struggle the chase the suspects ran
ensued were able to restrain into and crossed a river.
him until assistance arrived.
Without fear for their own
safety, the officers entered
the deep, icy cold water and
from the Force. We have designed a protection plan specifically to fit the needs of the
Pc Richard Jones, South continued the chase.
modem day Police Officer.
Woodham Ferrers, was cornThe suspects were subsemended for his initiative and quently arrested. Anumber of
attention whilst off duty in local burglaries were discovidentifying, observing and ered, for which one of the susassisting in the arrest of two pects subsequently received
men who he suspected had two years'imprisopment.

The threat of loss of income must be a
concern for all operational officers
"It won't happen to me"

F

would you manage? Would you be able to keep up the mortgage payments on top of
other expenses and maintain your family's standard of living? Which expense would
you choose not to pay?

We would like to help.
Many of your colleagues throughout the U.K. are already protected with our plan.
The main features are:

* a tax free monthly replacement income
* typical costs are between £13 - £1 6 per month
* you pay nothing until your cover is in place
* the plans are all designed on an individual basis
* the costs are guaranteed not to increase if you so choose
* you are covered for sickness and accident 24 hours a day whether on or off duty
* you are covered for HIV 1 AIDS at no extra charge
* you are covered for riot duty

* there is no limit to the number of claims during the life of the policy
* your costs are waived in the event of a claim

07000 POLICE (07000 765423)
To discuss your personal replacement income, please call:

Sheila 'a~ayloron your dedicated vzufnber
This office has been set up specifically to deal with Police enquiries and is not part of the Sales Force.
In this way we can offer you "one point of contact" and a totally confidential service.

CHRISTMAS is a time of joy
and happiness. Or is it?
Christmas shopping, big
bills, spending time with
your extended family, drinking and eating too much, lack
of exercise. Christmas can
also be a very stressful time.

What is stress?
Stress is part of everyday
life. In fact, essential - it

But too much stress can be
a threat to your physical,
mental and emotional health.
Generally a health balance
is maintained, but undue
stress causes imbalance
which demands action.

Signs of stress
You

guilty when

Do you lie awake
worrying about tomorrow?
Are you tense?
Are YOU impatient or
irritable - do you interrupt
when others are talking?
Do you feel that you have
a lot on your mind?
r

stemmed
from
recent
Government legislation, the
Crime and Disorder Act,
which focuses heavily on
youth issues and a multiagency approach to crime
reduction.
The first half of the conference tackled youth issues
concentrating primarily on
the work of the Essex Drugs
Action Team (DAT). Speaker
Jannaka Perrera, a DAT coordinator based a t police
headquarters considered the
scale of the problem within
Essex outlining the effects on
both the individual users and
the community as well as the
financial costs.
He then looked to the
future outlining the work of
the Drugs Action Team and
the ways in which the local
community can help.
The police perspecti
kicked off the second half

undertaken in terms of
Crime and Disorder
Many partnerships
already been forged
local authorities and o
agencies, but there are S
more goals which can
achieved. The aim of the
ference was to spread
word and encourage other
crime within the county.

:

Does life seem full of
crises and rows? :
Do You find it difficult to
make decisions?
Do you fee1 frustrated
when people do& do what
you want?
Do you frequently
experience
a
butterfly
stomach, dry mouth, sweaty
palms or a thumping heart?
.Aches and p$ns
Skin problems
Higher blood:pressure
Heart disease.

Take jobs in order
importance and try to p
ahead.

.

Avoiding stress
L Identify what makes you
feel stressed and h a k e a conscious effort to relax. Give
your arms and neck a stretch
-try smiling,
2. Gentle rhythinic cycling,
jogging or swimming are
ideal ways of reducing the
tension caused by stress.
They help release all that
pent up energy and will
encourage deep. refreshing
sleep. Yoga, body conditioning classes or relaxation tech-

enjoy the festive season
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New fund to
help tackle
drug misuse
A NEW fund described as "a
major advance" in tackling
drugs problems has been
launched in Essex.
Retired Chief Constable
John Burrow announced the
setting up of the Essex Drug
Action Fund a t the launch of
European Drug Prevention
Week in Essex.
The fund has been set up
by the Essex County Drug
Action Team specifically to
target projects carried out by
voluntary organisations in
the county.
Administered by the Essex
Community Foundation, it is
hoped the fund will be supported by the wider social
and business community in
order to reduce the effects of
drug misuse.
Launching the fund, Mr
Burrow said the voluntary
sector was often diverted
from charitable work for the
last six months of the year by
the necessity to seek funding.
He added: "Short-termism
is one of the problems of the
present age and one which I
think can be overcome to a
certain extent by the
Community Fund."

Identification scheme
tackles underage sales
YOUNG people in the
Braintree and Uttlesford
areas can now prove
whether they are old
enough to buy restricted
goods following the
launch of a special
scheme.
Essex Police has joined
forces with Essex Trading
Standards to launch a proof of
age providing young people of
16 plus with a credit card style
ID bearing their photograph
and date of birth.
Managed and administered by
Essex Trading Standards the
scheme has received financial
backing by a number of agencies,

By Kim White
including
Braintree
and
Uttlesford District Councils,
Essex County Council, Essex
Social Services, North Essex
Health
Authority,
Essex
Federation of Parent Teachers
Association, local drugs reference
groups and Essex Police.
Already a proven success in
Basildon and Thurrock, about 3000
will be issued. Participating schools
are already issuing the cards free to
any eligible students. Anyone who is
no longer in the education system can
obtain a card at the cost of £1.55.
The scheme aims to be of benefit to
both retailers and card holders ensuring that age-restricted goods such as

people and retailers we are optimistic
that it wili have a knock-on effect for
crime and disorder. If we can reduce
incidents of underage drinking we
hope in turn to see a reduction in public order and reports of criminal damage."
The scheme is to be evaluated in a
few months.

New role for former chief
FORMER Chief Constable John
Burrow is maintaining his tradition
of public service following his recent
appointment a s one of three new
Deputy Lieutenants for Essex.
Mr Burrow who retired in June this
year said: "I am very pleased to be
appointed a Deputy Lieutenant in my
adopted county of Essex and I look
forward to undertaking my various
duties."

During his police career he was
President of the Association of Chief
Police Officers, a t a crucial time for
the police service, when the Sheehy
inquiry was looking a t police
practices and pay.
In recognition for his good work he
has been awarded the Police Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal as
well as the CBE and The Queen's
Police Medal.

Peer project
needs funds

Crime line
launched
A TELEPHONE tip-off line
has been set up a t Clacton
Police Station in an effort to
win further reductions in
crime.
The Clacton Crimeline,
launched at the beginning of
this month, is a message
recording service for information from members of the
public who want to remain
anonymous and are reluctant
to speak to a police officer.
The number to call is:
01255 254099.
The line will be open 24
hours a day until January 29.
Its worth will be assessed at
the end of the two-month
pilot scheme, with a view to
making it permanent.
It is hoped the tip-off line
will become a fruitful source
of intelligence about people
engaged in pushing drugs,
burglary and other crimes.
Callers who want a police
officer to contact them can
leave their name, address
and telephone number.
Crime prevention officer
PC Calvin Heal stressed that
Crimeline should be used
only for intelligence. Crimes
in progress and emergencies
should always be reported
with a 999 call.
He also explained that the
recorded message service
was an addition to the existing police presence in
Clacton, rather than a
replacement for any part of
it.
Welcoming Crimeline, Det
Chief Insp Mark Shields, of
Tendring division, said: "This
is your police station, dealing
with problems which affect
you. By using Crimeline you
can help make your town a
better place."

cigarettes, lottery tickets, fireworks,
videos and alcohol are only sold to
those old enough to buy them.
Insp Graham Seal, responsible for
police work under the Crime and
Disorder Act in both areas, said:
"Essex Police feels the launch of this
scheme is a very positive step. As well
as the obvious advantages to young

writes newsletters a n
arranges sponsorship
Recent work with loca
businesses secured spon
sorship for six trainin

atches' about a
of this sort

AN Essex peer education
project has proved its success
by hiring one of its first
volunteers as a full-time
assistant. However, it now
needs your help to raise
additional funds.
The scheme in Uttlesford,
fully supported by Essex
Police and the local drugs reference group began in
October last year. Initially
there were just three volunteers who spent one evening
each work learning about a
variety of subjects including
drugs, the media and
communication skills.
The trio then carried out
market research and produced a tiny 34-page booklet
about drugs, packed full of
essential advice in a n attractive presentation.
The Drugs Reference
Group was so impressed they
funded the publication.
Since then the project has
grown in size and the time
came for a full-time assistant. Advertised locally, one
of the applicants was Kelly
Start, now 17 and one of the
three who produced the
drugs booklet.
Kelly got the job and said:
"There is no doubt in my
mind
that
the
Peer
Education Project helped me
get the job. What we learned
in terms of confidence and
communication skills stood
me in great stead when it
came to the interview."
However, the original booklets have all been snapped up
and the project's problem
now is funding for more.
If you can help in someway
towards the project or know
someone who can vou should
contact the project's head
Christine Chester on 01279
813383.

For display advlertising in ~ h e ~ a w c o n t a Kevin
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Tribute to 'gentle' Ma
W I C K F O R D
schools
liaison
officer Max Bacon
who died recentlv
"
was an
popular
and
valued colleague.

ALTHOUGH 1998 has not
been quite a s hectic in terms
of IPA social activities a s
some previous years we have
nevertheless had some very
enjoyable outings, the most
recent being the trip to the
Romford
Greyhound
Stadium.
Over 40 members and
friends joined us to enjoy a
meal in the restaurant while
watching the evening race
programme.
We didn't hear of any major
winners but a lucky punter
went home with a huge cuddly toy, no not Roger
Richardson, which was one of
the prizes in the Children in
Need raf3le.
The social sub-committee
has already started thinking
about functions for 1999 and
would like to invite members
to support another visit to
the
New
Times
Inn
Restaurant in Tiptree on
Friday, February 12.
We haven't been there for a
couple of years but it was
always a popular start to the
year so if you would like to
join us for the event of 1999
please give either myself,
Frank Joslin or Dick Giggins
a call.
Whether or not you decide
to come to the New Times we
would really like to see you a t
the Branch AGM on Friday,
March 12, a t HQ Sports and
Social Club.
We need to know your
thoughts on the way ahead
for the Branch so come along
armed with ideas and views,
no matter how controversial.
It's your Branch after all.
Bill Fancourt

Names in the news
four years said: "It's a
bleat loss to the schools
and to the schools liaison
team. He was always a n
easy person t o work with
and share ideas with."

He spent his career
helping
youngsters who
loved him for his
quietness
and
gentleness.
v

-

v

also dedicated a lot of
his own time to helping
youngsters, helping run a
Duke of Edinburgh scheme
and getting involved with
cricket schools, netball and

PC Dave Letch who
worked with Max for over

BEANIE BEARS for sale.
Various models of these very
collectable bears available to
l

l

l

l

l

l

December 13 is the r
ment day for Pc Robert
HQ after 27 years and
Chris Markham, Chelms
after nearly 26 years. Bo
officers have retired on me
ical grounds.
Sgt
Raymond
Basildon also retires o
ical grounds after 24
service.
Mr Peter Crook, head
administration a t HQ retir
a t the end of September aft
14 years' service.

THE famous aviatrix, Amy Johnson, is the subj
of research into a documentary and t
researcher requires a little assistance.
Amy, as I'm sure you all know, ditched in
Thames near John Knock buoy on January
1941.
Ben Barker spent the day at the Essex Recor
office and came across a message mentioni
both Kelvedon and Tollesbury police stations
connection with pieces of wreckage recovere
from Amy's aircraft.
According to J.P. Foynes' book, The battle
East Coast, the wreckage eventually disapp
He would like to try and trace the chan
eventslpeople, and at least talk to someone
remembers seeing the wreckage.
If anyone has any information or there a
surviving personnel who worked in Kelvedon
Tollesbury in January 1941, Ben would like
hear from them.
He can be contacted at 117 Saltram Cresce
London W9 3JT. TeYfax: 0181 969 3238.

Market Place
l

Retirements
Supt
Des
McGarr,
Corporate Support, retired a t
the end of November after 31
year's service.
Sgt Derek Coe of Rayleigh
Traffic and DC Raymond
How, HQ, also retired in
November, both off~cershaving served 30 years.
Pc Barrie Palmer of

Harlow Division retires
December 30, after 25 ye
service.
Pc Michael Caunce,
retires on December 18, a
26 years' service.
Pc Maria Littlechild st
tioned a t Corringham retir
in November on medic
service. after eight year
grounds

Think back, t o 1941

9 X 2.6, four berths in two
cabins, central heating, hot
and cold water, shower, toilet
etc. Aft cockpit, £7,500.
Contact Sal!y Hart on ext
52568.
DISNEY World three bed
luxury villa, ideally located
15
minutes
from Disney
l
l
m
~
World with own private 25ft
heated pool, air cond. Sleeps
up to eight, £425 per week.
Contact Stephen Warwick on
01245 464768.
FOR SALE
- 486DX2
Compaq Presario computer
with 1gigabyte hard drive, 32
meg RAM, 16 speed CD rom.
Loaded with windows 95 and
other pogrammes. Manuals
provided. Space-saving, allin-one computer and monitor.
Replacing with new computer, £275. Contact Ian
Kennedy on 01268 752208.
FLORIDA holiday home.
Four bedroom, five star
accommodation, pool, backs
on to conservation area - very
quiet. Disney 15 minutes very loud. Something for
everyone. Booking now for
January 1999 and 2000.
Contact Lee or Tina Weavers
on 01621 850957.
FORD KA 3, April 98, 4,500
miles, metallic black, air con,
CD player, 14 inch alloys, central locking, electric windows,
air bag, rear head restraints,
tailgate
spoiler, 5 7,150.
Contact Stewart Lanceman
on 01268 540058.
X

~

football competitions.
He was also a governor for
Felmores Infants School.
Also remembered this
month is Mr Frederick
George Feather, aged 92,
father of Fred Feather who
recently retired from the
force museum, died on 26
November.
He was a cleaner a t Leigh
police station from 1973 until
his retirement in 1981.

78 having previously served
a t Romford, Harlow and HQ
until his retirement in 1983.
He leaves a widow Joan
Margaret.
Former Chief Supt Charles
Harper died on October 27
aged 66.
He served a t
Romford, Ongar, Saffron
Walden, Harlow, Halstead,
Southend and Grays, retiring
in 1988. He leaves a widow
Jean.

the highest bidder. Contact
John on 01206 369633.
BROADS wooden cruiser, 30
l

l

~

l

l

l

~

l
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HIGHLAND holidays. B&B
and evening meal in the
beautiful
Highlands
of
Scotland. En-suite, shooting,
fishing, walking, skiing, birdwatching, many other pursuits, or just relax in the comfort of our Austrian style
home, set in its own grounds.
A 20 per cent discount for all
Essex personnel past and
present. Call Andrew Nunn
on 01479 841717.
LUXURY one bedroom
Spanish pueblo style house
overlooking Mijas golf course
and Fuengirola. Malaga
airport half hour drive. Beach
two
miles.
Recently
refurbished. South facing terraces. Three pools with
children's paddling facilities
on site. For two people £150
pw, 3-4 people £200 pw.
Contact D1 Gary Glassfield
on 01245 328262 or 75115.
TO LET. Florida. Ten minutes from Disney World. Four
bedroom, two bathroom,
luxury villa with pool. Sleeps
8 to 10. Situated on the quiet
Lindfields development close
to all major attractions and
golf courses. Private rental.
Owned by serving officer.
Prices from £325 per week.
For colour brochure, price list
and availability for 1999 and
2000 please contact Steve or
Lyn Parry on 01446 749137.
MOTOROLA Flare 1-2-1 or
Nokia Cellnet 100 (Hour
battery) mobile phones, £10

each. no existing airtime
agreement. Contact Sgt Kalar
on 07971 202901.
P200 MMX computer, 48 mg
rom, 600 mg hard drive, 245P
CD rom, 36-6bes modem,
Windows 98, works Word
Publisher, £400. Contact Phil
Golding on 01268 757628.
PEARL Tiara and short ivory
veil £10. Black leather skirt
suit, size 12, £50. Contact
sally Harton ext 52568.
PEUGOT 405, 1.9 GRi
saloon, 1991, black, 72,000
miles, service history, auto,
£2,4000 ono. Contact Pc Phil
Golding on 01268 757628.
PSION 3A-256K organiser,
word processor, diary, spread
sheet, sound recorder, plus
512k flash memory, disk,
games pack, plus case, £70.
Contact Neil Davidson on ext
70830.
PSION 3C, 2 meg, palmtop,
£160. Will accept series 3 or
3A in part exchange. Other
Psion accessories available,
case, power lead, disks.
Contact Steve Currell on ext
51012 or 01893 232950.
ROVER Metro GTA 16V,
1992, K reg, white, central
locking, alarm, sunroof, full
service history, long MOT,
immaculate condition, £2,200
ono. Contact Chris Brown on
ext 55054 or 01245 354802.
SUBARU Impreza 1.6GL,
1995, red, alc, pas, four
electric windows, FSH, one
owner, excellent condition,

E6,250. Contact Peter Laurie
on 01245 491491 ext 50606.
TECHNICS
electronic
purchased June '98, vgc, CO
51,300
new
(recei
available) includes stool
stand, only E8500no. H
MC06 acoustic guitar,
was £135 new only £60
Contact DCAlan Brown o
40820 or 01245 468883.
THREE bedroom S
Spnngfield, Chelmsford,
decoratlve order, deta
garage, additlonal off
parking, conservatory,
south facing garden, £9
Contact ext 22872 or
359972.
VAUXHALL Calibra
automatic, K reg, m
silver, MOT and tax,
immobiliser. Optional sp
gearbox, alloys, elec
windows, sunroof, £4,700 ono
Contact
Pc
Thompson
Saffron Walden ext 65320 o
01223 415347.
VAUXHALL Astra 2.
1993, white, five door,
immobiliser, 57,000
service history, imma
£4,495.
Contact
012
362784.
WANTED. Old unwan
sailing, canoeing or hiki
equipment for a marine sco
group. We are in desperat
need of any equipment,
Contact SO McIntyre o
01268 479718.
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Sparkling show
of generosity

Preparing
for a busy
Christmas
schedule
TO prepare themselves for a
hectic round of concerts in
December choir members
and friends have been
relaxing during November
with a variety of non-singing
activities.
First there was a visit to
watch the live broadcast of
the BBC's Friday Night is
Music Night.
This is always an exciting
and interesting programme
to listen to at home and to see
the orchestra and singers live
adds iust a little bit extra.
Then we eathered in
Tiptree for the annual
Choir
Friends
of the
Christmas Bazaar where the
aim is to raise money to allow
for the purchase of the new
music and equipment. We
managed to raise bver £500.
Thanks once aeain to the
Friends and those members
who donated goods and their
time.

Concerts
As always, December will
be a busy month for choir
members with three concerts
within the space of six days.
Wednesday, December 9
will see us at the Moot Hall
in Colchester where, in company with St Helena's Choir,
we will be performing to raise
funds for the Headway
Charity. The concert starts at
7.30pm and tickets, which
will cost £6 and include
refreshments,
can
be
obtained from Mrs Mary
Beverley on 01206 547616.
Our concert on Sunday,
December
13
for
Chelmsford's senior citizens
will be held in the Assembly
Hall at police headquarters
but all tickets are now sold.
The final concert before
Christmas is on Tuesday,
December 15 and is at Plume
School in Maldon. Once again
the concert will start a t
7.30pm and this time we wili
be joining the Plume School
Choir to sing in aid of St
Clare's Hospice in Maldon.
Tickets cost £3.50 and can be
obtained from Mrs Sheila
Gunson on 01621 816084.
1999 already looks like a
busy year with provisional
bookings in March for
Takeley and Witham, Hutton
in April and a possible visit to
Bury S t Edmunds in June to
sing in the Cathedral with
the Suffolk male voice choir.
In response to requests for
information about our future
~oncertsfrom our 'fans' who
receive The Law we are
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Since his retirement
Mike has purchased a
Tyler 31 work boat which
he keeps moored at
Littlehampton,
West
The deep sea angling
charter boat Encounter is
licensed for eight anglers
and is available throughout the year for wreck, reef
and general fishing.
Beginners, individuals
and parties are all welcome and there is a special
10 per cent reduction for
Essex Police employees.
For more information
please
contact
Mike
Walker on 01279 433721 or
mobile 0411 212808.

still unlucky

HEADQUARTERS sparkled,
rocketed and lit up the sky on
November 6 at the annual
fireworks night and over
f 1,500 was raised for charity.
A collection was made on
the evening and a cheque has
been sent by the Sports and
Social Club to the British
Heart Foundation in memory
of Chelmsford based Pc Bob
Foster who died from heart
failure.
The same amount, £1,500,
was also raised at the Sports
and Social Club organised
Children in Need Quiz Night.
The winners were The
Simpsons
from
Child
Protection Unit.

Awarded for
his service
to sport
award has been presented to
Supt Bob Ward, who
manages the Essex Police
hockey squads.
Supt Ward was selected for h
the award at an EPSA
management
committee
meeting.
Also selected for a 'Sports'
award was Pc Chris Jacob.

FOR the third Graham Hadley and
Vowlestime in four years
Jason, currently the
the Essex
national police champion,
squash team have also played two nationally
finished runners ranked professional playup at the

PAA
Regional
squash
Team
Championships.

event

This
held
was
at
Godalming, Surrey,
where E sex were
forced to attend with
only four players for a
five man team event.
All counties represented fielded strong
teams but good performances were put in
by
Essex players
who were Jason Foster,
Adrian
Bunting,

ers in exhibition matches,
and was only just pipped
in both - a big achievement considering these
players play for a living!
A good social was had bv
all on the Friday night
with a curry house in
Guildford having to contend with some very hungry players- Fortunately
for everyone Graham's
jokes improved as the
night went on.
The annual Regional
Individual
Squash
C h a m ~ i o n s h i ~iss t o be
held i i ~ s s e i i February
n
next Year in Men's Open,
035, 045 a n d Woman's
Open.
Anybody interested
please contact anyone on
the squash team.
L,

Band's Yuletide concerts
IN their annual tradition the Essex Police Band is
holding its Christmas concert at the Marconi Club
in Chelmsford.
Visitors have two options, firstly Monday,
December, 21 and then Tuesday, December 21,
with both concerts starting at 7.30pm.
For those who don't know the location, the
Marconi Club is situated in Beehive Lane.

S-

ANNUAL CONCERT

/'
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